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^rsstern  District  of  Louisiana,  s»- 

Be  it  remembered .  That  on  the  Beventh  day  of  June,  in  thp 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-seven,  and  of 
the  independence  of  the  United  States  the  fifty-first  FRANCOIS-XAVIER 
MARTIN,  of  the  said  district,  hath  deposited  in  the  Clerk's  office  for  the 
District  Court  of  the  United  States  for  the  Eastern  District  of  Louisiana, 
the  title  of  a  book,  the  right  whereof  he  claims  as  proprietor  and  pub- 
lisher, to  wit: 

"  The  History  of  Louisiana,  from  the  earliest  period.  By  Franrjois- 
Xavicr-Martin. 

H(BC  igitiir  formam  crescendo  mutat,  et  olim 
Immensi  caput  orbis  erit.     Sic  dicere  vates. 
Ovid.  Metam.  xv.  434  fy  435." 

In  conformity  to  an  act  of  Congress  of  the  United  States,  entitled  "  An 
act  for  the  encouragement  of  learning,  by  securing  the  copies  of  maps, 
charts  and  books  to  the  authors  and  proprietors  of  such  copies  during 
the  times  therein  mentioned;"  and  also,  to  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  sup- 
plementary to  an  act,  entitled  '  an  act  for  the  encouragement  of  learning, 
hy  securing  the  copies  of  maps,  charts  and  books,  to  the  authors  and 
proprietors  of  such  copies,  during  the  times  therein  mentioned,'  and  ex- 
tending the  benefits  thereof  to  the  arts  of  designing,  engraving  and  etching 
ij)RtoricaI  and  other  prints." 

W.  F,  LEA,  Dw,  Clerk.  U.  S.  Dist.  Court, 

Eastern  District  of  Louisiana. 
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DON  Alexander  O'Reilly,  a  lieutenant-general  of 
the  armies  of  Spain,  had,  by  a  commission  bearing 
date  Aranjuez,  April  16th,  1769,  been  appointed 
governor  and  captain-general  ofthe  province  of  Lou- 
isiana, with  "special  power  to  establish  in  this  new 
part  of  the  king's  dominions,  with  regard  to  the  mili- 
tary force,  police,  administration  of  justice,  and 
finances,  such  a  form  of  government  as  might  most 
effectually  secure  its  dependence  and  subordination, 
and  promote  the  king's  service  and  the  happiness  of 
his  subjects." 

The  Intendantof  the  province  was  Don  Francisco 
de  Loyola. 

Don  Manuel  Joseph  de  Uristia,  and  Don  Felix  de 
Rey,  accompanied  the  captain-general  as  his  asses- 
sors or  legal  advisers  in  the  judicial  functions  of  hisof- 
fice,and,his  authority  was  supported  by  a  military  force 
equal  to  three  times  the  number  of  persons  capable  of 
bearing  arms  in  the  colony.  We  have  seen  that  he 
took  possession  of  it,  with  as  little  opposition  or  dif- 
ficulty, as  if  he  had  been  a  French  governor,  coming 
to  supersede  a  former  one. 

He  was  waited  upon,  by  every  class  of  inhabitants, 
with  respectful  submission.  A  canopied  seat  was 
placed  in  the  largest  hall  ofthe  house  he  occupied, 
where  he  held  a  numerous  leve,  at  which  the  ladies 
were  not  unfrequent  attendants.  An  undisturbed 
tranquility  seemed  to  prevail.  Surprise,  and  after- 
wards anxiety,  were  excited  by  his  delay  to  comply 
with  tlie  promise  in  his  message  from  the  Balise,  to 
publish,  after  he  had  taken  possession  ofthe  province, 
iUe  ultimate  intentions  of  his  sovereign. 

One  ofthe  first  acts  of  his  administration  was  an 
order  for  a  census  ofthe  inhabitants  of  New-Orleans. 
it  was  executed  with  great  accuracy.    It  appeared 
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that  the  n^gre^nte  population  amounted  to  three  thou* 
sand  one  hundred  and  ninety  persons,  of  every  age, 
sex  and  colour.  The  number  of  free  persons  was 
ninetC' Ml  hundred  and  two;  thirty-one  of  whom  were 
bla(  k,  nnd  sixty-eight  of  mixed  blood.  There  were 
tw«  I ve  hundred  and  twenty-five  slaves,  and  sixty  do- 
mesticated Indians.  The  number  of  houses  was  four 
hundred  and  sixty-eight:  the  greatest  part  of  them 
were  in  the  third  and  fourth  streets  from  the 
water,  and  principally  in  the  latter. 

No  census  was  taken  in  the  rest  of  the  province ; 
but  from  a  refijrence  to  the  preceding  and  succeeding 
years,  the  following  statement  is  believed  to  be  cor- 
rect: 

In  the  city  of  New-Orleans,  as  before,  3190 


From  the  Balize  to  the 

city. 

570 

Bayou  St.  John  and  Gentilly, 

307 

Tchojipitoulas, 

4192 

St.  Charles, 

639 

St  John  the  Baptist, 

544 

La  Fourche, 

267 

Iberville, 

376 

Fointe  Coupee, 

783 

Attaknpas, 

409 

Avoyelles, 

314 

Natchitoches, 

811 

Rapides, 

47 

Washita, 

no 

Arkansas, 

89 

St.  Louis,  (Illinois,) 

891 

13,538 

Towards  the  last  day  of  August,  the  people  were 
alarmed  by  the  arrest  of  Foucault,  the  commissary- 
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general  and  ordonnateur,  De  Noyant  and  Boisblanc, 
two mcmlxTS of  the  superior  council;  La  Freniere, 
the  attorney-general,  and  Brand,  the  king's  printer. 
These  gentlemen  were  attending  O'Rriliy's  ieve,when 
he  requested  them  to  step  into  an  adjacent  apartment, 
where  they  found  themselves  immediately  surround- 
ed by  a  body  of  grenadiers,  with  fixed  bayonets,  the 
commanding  officer  of  whom  informed  them  they 
were  the  king's  prisoners.  The  two  first  were  con- 
veyed to  their  respective  houses,  and  a  guard  was  left 
there:  the  others  were  imprisoned  in  the  barracks. 

It  had  been  determined  to  make  an  example  of 
twelve  individuals ;  two  from  the  army,  and  an  equal 
number  from  the  bar ;  four  planters,  and  as  many 
merchants.  Accordingly,  Manpiis  and  De  Noyant, 
officers  of  the  troop ;  LaFreniere,ihe  attorney-general, 
and  Doucet,  (lawyers,)  Villere,  Boisblanc,  Mazent 
and  Petit,  (planters,)  and  John  Milhet,  Joseph 
Milhet,  Caresse  and  Poupet,  (merchants,)  had  been 
selected. 

Within  a  few  days,  Marquis,  Doucet,  Petit,  Ma- 
zant,the  two  Milhets,  Caresse  and  Poupet,  were  ar- 
rested and  confined. 

Villere,  who  was  on  his  plantation  at  the  German 
Coast,  had  been  marked  as  one  of  the  intended  vic- 
tims ;  but  his  absence  from  the  city  rendering  his  ar- 
rest less  easy,  it  had  been  determined  to  release  one 
ofthe  prisoners  on  hts  being  secured.  He  had  been 
apprised  of  the  impending  danger,  and  it  had  been 
recommended  to  him  to  provide  fbrhis  safety  by  seek- 
ing the  protection  of  the  British  flag  waving  at  Man- 
shac.  When  he  was  deliberating  on  the  step  it  be- 
came him  to  take,  he  received  a  letter  from  Aubry, 
the  commandant  ofthe  French  troops,  assuring  him 
he  had  nothing  lo  apprehend,  and  advising  him  to  re- 
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turn  to  the  city.  Averse  to  flight,  as  it  would  inu 
ply  a  consciousness  of  guilt,  he  yielded  to  AubryV- 
recommendation  and  returned  to  New-Orleans ;  but 
as  he  passed  the  gate,  the  officer  commanding  tho 
guard  arrested  him.  He  was  immediately  conveyed 
on  board  of  a  frigate  that  lay  at  the  levee.  On  hear- 
ing of  this,  his  lady,  a  grand  daughter  of  La  Chaise,thc 
former  commissary-general  and  ordonnateur,  hasten- 
ed to  the  city.  As  her  boat  approached  l)i»^  frigate, 
it  was  hailed  and  ordered  away.  8he  nun!',  herself 
known,  and  solicited  admission  to  her  hiK^bund,  but 
was  answered  she  could  not  see  him,  as  the  captain 
was  on  shore,  and  had  left  orders  that  no  communi- 
cation should  be  allowed  with  the  prisoner.  Villere 
recognised  his  wife's  voice,  and  msisted  on  being 
permitted  to  see  her.  On  this  being  refused,  a  strug- 
gle ensued,  in  which  he  fell,  pierced  by  the  bayonets 
of  his  guards.  His  bloody  shirt  thrown  into  the  Iwat, 
announced  to  the  lady  that  she  had  ceased  to  be  a 
wife ;  and  a  sailor  cut  the  rope  that  fastened  ihc  boat 
to  the  frigate. 

O'Reilly's  assessors  heard  and  recorded  the  testimo- 
ny against  the  prisoners,  and  called  on  them  for  their 
pleas. 

The  prosecution  was  grounded  on  a  statute  of  Al- 
fonso the  eleventh,  which  is  the  first  law  of  the  sev- 
enth title  of  the  first  partida,  and  denounces  the 
punishment  of  death  and  confiscation  of  properly 
against  those  who  excite  any  insurrection  against  the 
king  or  state,  or  take  up  arms  under  pretence  of  ex- 
tending their  liberty  or  rights,  and  against  those  who 
give  them  any  assistance. 

Foucault  pleaded  ho  had  done  nothing,  except  iu 
his  character  of  commissary-general  and  ordonateur 
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of  the  king  of  France  in  the  province,  and  to  him 
alone  he  was  accountable  for  the  motives  that  had  di- 
rected his  official  conduct  The  plea  was  sustained ; 
he  was  not,  however,  released;  and  a  few  days  af^ 
terwards,  he  was  transporter!  to  France 

Brand  offered  a  similar  plea,  nrging  he  was  the 
king  of  France's  printer  in  Louisiana.  The  ordy  ac- 
cusation against  him,  was  that  he  had  printed  the  pe- 
tition of  the  planters  and  m«*rcliants  to  th«;  superior 
council,  soliciting  that  body  to  recpiire  Ulloa  to  exhi- 
bit his  powers,  or  depart.  He  concluded  that  he  was 
bound,  by  his  office,  to  print  whatciver  the  ordonna- 
teursentto  his  press;  and  he  produced  that  officer's 
order  to  print  the  petition.  His  plea  was  sustained, 
and  he  was  discharged. 

The  other  prisoners  declined  also  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  tribunal  liefore  which  they  were  arraigned: 
their  plea  was  overruled.  They  now  denied  the  facts 
with  which  they  were  charged,  contended  that  if  they 
did  take  place,  they  did  so  while;  the  flag  of 
France  was  still  waving  over  the  province,  and  the 
laws  of  that  kingdom  retained  their  empire  in  it,  and 
thus  the  facts  did  not  constitute  an  offence  agamst  the 
laws  of  Spain;  that  the  people  of  Louisiana  could  not 
bear  the  yokes  of  two  sovereigns ;  thatO'Reilly  could 
not  command  the  obedience,  nor  even  the  respect  of 
the  colonists,  until  he  fnade  known  to  them  his  char- 
acter and  powers ;  and  that  the  Catholic  king  could 
not  count  on  their  allegiance,  till  he  extended  to  them 
his  protection. 

It  had  been  determined  ai  first,  to  proceed  with 
the  utmost  rigour  of  the  law  against  six  of  the  prison- 
ers; but,  on  the  death  of  Villere,  it  was  judged  suffi- 
cient to  do  so  against  five  only.  The  jurisprudence 
of  Spain  authorising  the  infliction  of  a  less  severe 
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punishment  than  tliatd(>nouiiccd  hy  die  statute,  when 
the  ciiarge  is  not  proved  by  two  witnesses  to  the  same 
act,  Itut  hy  one  with  corroborating  circumstances. 
Ac(!or(iingIy,  two  witnesses  were  produced  against 
D  Xoyant,  La  Freniere,Marquis,  Joseph  Milhet  and 
Cinsso.  'J'lu'y  were  convicted;  and  O'Reilly,  by 
the  advice  of  his  awsessor,  condemned  them  to  bo 
hanged,  and  pronounced  the  confiscation  of  their 
estates. 

The  most  earnest  and  pathetic  entreaties  were 
employed  by  persons  in  eve'ry  rank  of  society,  to  pre- 
vail on  O'Reilly  to  remit  or  suspend  the  execution  of 
his  seiuenee  till  the  royal  clemency  could  be  implor* 
ed.  He  was  inexorable;  and  the  only  indulgence 
that  could  be  obtained,  was,  that  death  should  be  in- 
flicted by  shooting,  instead  of  hanging.  With  this 
modification, the  sentence  was  carried  into  execution 
on  the  twenty-eighth  of  September. 

On  the  morning  of  that  day,  the  guards,  at  every 
gate  and  post  of  the  city,  were  doubled,  and  orders 
were  given  not  to  allow  any  body  to  enter  it.  All 
the  troops  were  under  arms,  and  paraded  the  streets 
or  were  placed  in  battle  array  along  the  levee  and  on 
the  public  square.  Most  of  the  inhabitants  fled 
into  the  country.  At  three  o'clock  of  (he  afternoon, 
the  victims  were  led,  under  a  strong  guard,  to  the 
small  square  in  front  of  the  barracks,  tied  to  stakes, 
and  an  explosion  of  musketry  soon  announced  to  the 
few  inhabitants  who  remained  in  the  city,  that  their 
friends  were  no  more. 

Posterity,  the  judge  of  men  in  power,  will  doom 
this  act  to  public  execration.  No  necessity  demand- 
ed, no  policy  justified  it.  Ullpa's  conduct  had  provo- 
ked the  measures  to  which  the  inhabitants  hud  re- 


ll 


CHAPTER 


[1769 


»'! 


:  I 


lij 
I : 


sorte«l.  Durinj*  nearly  two  years,  he  had  haun- 
ted the  province  as  a  [)hantoin  of  liiihious  au- 
thority. Thit  etiorts  of  the  coionisl.s  to  prevent  tho 
truiisfcr  of  tiieir  natal  soil  to  a  foreign  priner,  ori- 
ginated in  their  attachment  to  their  own,  and  dieCa- 
thohc  king  otight  to  have  heheld  in  their  conduct  a 
pledge  of  their  future  devotion  to  himself  They  had 
but  lately  setti  their  country  severed,  and  a  part  of  it 
added  to  the  dominion  of  Great  Britain;  Uicyhad 
bewailed  their  separation  from  their  friends  and  kin- 
dred ;  and  were  afterwards  to  be  alienated,  without 
their  consent,  an<l  subjected  to  a  foreign  yoke.  If  the 
indiscretion  of  a  tew  of  ijunn  needed  an  apology,  the 
common  misfortune  aiibrded  it. 

A  few  weeks  afterwards,  Uic  proceedings  against 
die  six  remaining  prisoners  were  brought  to  a  close. 
One  witness  only  deposing  against  any  of  them,  and 
circumstances  corroborating  the  testimony,  Bois- 
blanc  was  condemned  to  imprisonment  for  life;  Dou- 
cet,  Mazent,  John  Milhet,  Petit  and  Poupet  were 
condemned  to  imprisonment  for  various  terms  of 
years.  All  were  transported  to  Havana,  and  cast 
into  the  dungeons  of  the  Moro  Castle. 

Conquered  countries  are  generally  allowed,  at  least 
during  a  few  years,  to  retain  their  former  laws  and 
usages.  Louis  the  fifteenth,  in  his  letter  to  d^Abadie, 
had  expressed  his  hope,  and  declared  he  expected  it 
from  the  friendship  of  the  king  of  Spain,  that,  for  the 
advantage  and  tranquility  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Louisiana,  orders  would  be  given  to  the  governors 
and  other  officers  sent  to  the  province,  ^hat  the  infe- 
rior judges,  as  well  as  those  of  the  superior  council, 
should  be  allpwed  to  administer  justice  according  to 
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the  laws,  formn,  and  usngos  of  liio  colony.  Jiisop- 
prospive,  in  the hij^hist diMrrrc,  to  rcqiiiroihata  coni- 
niiiiiitv  shoiihl  instaniancuiisiy  siihniit  to  a  total 
chaii<j;<  n  ilir  laws  that  liiiiirrio  <i;ovi'ni('(l  it,  and  he 
ooin|)<  Ihd  Ui  r*<;idaiu  iusconditcihy  ruiisofwliich  it 
is  totally  ignoiiiui. 

jf»nrli  wa*,  liowovcr,  \\]v  lot  of  tlir  propit'  of  Louisi- 
ana. A  proclninafinn  ol'O'l^j'illy,  on  (ho  twenty- 
first  of  iXovr/nhrr,  aniiomin-d  (o  du'n»  iliat  tho  evi- 
dence recA  iv«'(l  duriM«^  ilio  late  inal?*,  Iiavinij;  furnished 
f(dl  proof  ofthe  part  the  superior  eounril  had  in  there 
volt  diirinjL^  the  two  precH!diiii(  years,  and  of  tin*  in- 
fluence it  Iiad  exerted  in  encourajj;inj^  the  leaders,  in- 
st<;ad  of  using  its  hest  I'udeavours  to  k<H'p  die  people 
in  the  fidelity  and  suhordination  they  o\\vi\  to  the 
sovereign,  it  had  heconie  luicessary  to  abolish  that 
tribunal,  and  to  establish,  in  l^iouisisnin,  thai  Ibrin  of 
government  and  mode  of  administering  justice  pre- 
scribed by  the  laws  of  Spain,  which  had  long  main- 
tained the  Catholic  king's  American  colonies  in  per- 
fect tranciuillity,  content,  and  subordination. 

The  premises  might  be  true,  but  the  conclui:;ion 
was  certainly  illogical.  The  indiscreet  conduct  of  a 
few  of  the  mendjers  ofthe  coimcil,  the  violent  mea- 
sures adopted  by  some  of  the  inhabitnnls,  coidd  not 
certainly  be  attributed  to  tbeorganiziition  ofdiat  tri- 
bunal, nor  to  the  laws,  customs  and  usages  that  had 
hitherto  prevailed  in  die  province.  Aubry  was 
about  to  depart;  and  were  he  to  stay,  die  presidency 
of  the  council  would  not  belong  to  him,  but  tot!i» 
Spanish  chief.  Foucault  had  been  transported;  La 
Frenicreand  De  Noyant  shot;  and  Boisl/lanc  was  in 
the  dungeons  of  die  Moro  Casde.  Nothing  compell- 
ed the  new  sovereign  to  retain  any  ofthe  old  mem- 
bers as  judges. 

voi>.  II.  9 
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1'Ih)  proclamation  mentioned,  that  to  the  superior 
council  a  cuoiklo  would  be  substituted,  and  be 
composed  of  six  perpetual  regidors,  two  ordinary 
aicJidcs,  an  attorncy-g(  rural-syndic,  and  a  clerk; 
ov<T  wliich  thcjjjovcrnor  wouUI  pn;pide  in  person. 

'i'lic  ofiiccs  or]);rp('tual  r4'ja;idor  and  clerk  were  to 
beacijiiin  d  by  f>i!rchase,and  for  the  first  time,atauc- 
tion.  Tho  pun  baser  h;»d  the  facully  of  transferring 
his  oflicc,  by  rcsignaiiojj,  to  a  known  and  ca(  able 
person,  paying  on(>  half  of  its  appraiud  ^alueon  the 
first,  and  onr  third  on  <n'ery  other  munition. 

Anioiif^  lUr.  rc^ridors  were  to  be  <listril)uted  the  of- 
fices oi'  A' Jerez  raff,  or  royal  standard-bearer;  prin- 
cipal iirovincial  a]ca<lc;  A^^vazU  tuayor,  or  high 
sh'Tiff;  depositary-general,  and  nceiver  of  tines. 

'I'bf  ordinary  alcades  and  attorney-g«'ner;d-syndic, 
were  to  Ik;  chosen  on  th<'  first  day  of  every  year  by 
the  cabildo,  anrl  were  always  re-tiligilde  by  its  unani- 
njons  vote,  !>ul  not  by  the  majority,  unless  afier  the 
i;'xpiration  of  two  years.  At'such  elections,  the  votes 
were  o.enly  f^ivcMj  aJul  recorded. 

The  ordinary  alcades  were  individually  judges 
uilljin  die  city,  in  eivil  and  criminal  cases,  where 
t!ied«-f<  i:dai;tdid  not  enjoy  and  claim  the  priv.b  geof 
b<L'i<i  'r  <;!  !.y  a  rrnliiary  or  ecclesiastical  ju  !ge,//.y?ro 
iiiiAffir,  j\:::ro  eecU'slastico.  'MieylKiird  cuid  de- 
cide! in  ib:'!r  cliandsers  summarily,  and  wiibout  any 
written  f)roreedi!ig,  all  comnlaiit ;  \\t  wlueb  th;;  value 
of  die  ol  jecf  ifidispule  di<|  no?  excM.d  (we;;tv  (io'iars. 
{.i :)t!i:'r  e  i.;e;-, ;!iocee(!in!^shelbrv'  th;  ui were  recorded 
by  a  noiary;  and  in  an  .ipartm^'ist  ;  ef  a  part  lor 
this  r.iir;  osi',  ukI  where  \\w  v;due  of  die  oiject  in 
disput.'  (•xcv{  (led  jjijietv  djonsarid  inaravedis,  orfhree 
h:u;<hTd  o!ul  \U\r\\  do'l.rs  an<l  eii;biy-ight  cents,  an 
appeal  lay  from  diur  decision  to  llie  cabildo. 
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This  body  did  not  examine  itself  the  judgment  ap- 
pealed Iroin,  but  chose  two  rej^idors,  wht),  with  ihe 
alcade  who  h;id  rendered  it,  reviewed  the  procct'd- 
ings;  and  if  he  and  either  of  the  regidors  approved 
the  d(?cision,  it  was  aflirmed. 

The  cabildo  sat  vyivy  Friday,  but  tlio  governor 
had  the  power  of  conv<'iiing  it  at  any  time.  \V  hen  ho 
did  not  attend  it,oneofUie  onhnary  idcndes  presided, 
and  immediately  on  the  adjournment,  two  regidors 
went  to  his  house  and  informed  him  of  what  had 
been  done. 

The  ordinary  alcades  had  the  first  seats  in  the  ca- 
bihlo,  immediately  nfier  the  governor;  and  below 
thorn  the  other  members  sat,  in  the  following  order: 
The  alferez  real,  principal  provincial  aleade, 
al^^uizil  mayor,  depositary-g<Mieral,  receiver  of  fines, 
atiorney-general-syndie,  and  clerk. 

The  olKce  of  alferez  real  was  merely  honorary,  no 
otiior  function  being  assigned  to  the  incumbent  but 
the  bearing  of  th(^  royal  standard  in  a  h  w  j^ublic  cere- 
monies. TIjo  principal  provincial  ;ilcade  had  cogni- 
sanc<M)fo(rencesco:nmitted  wilhout  the  city ;  the  al- 
guazil  mayor  executed  personally  or  by  his  deputi<>s, 
all  processes  from  the  different  tribunals.  '!  he  de- 
positary g<Mieral  took  charge  of  all  moneys  and  effects 
placed  in  tlie  custody  of  the  law.  Tiie  functions  of 
the  receiver  general  are  [>ointed  out  by  his  ofheial 
dot)omination.  The  attorney-general-syndic  was  not, 
OS  might  be  s:u:)posed  from  his  tide,  the  prosi  ruiing 
otficer  of  the  crown.  His  duty  was  to  propos.'  lo  the 
cabildo  such  measures  as  the  interest  of  the  people 
required,  and  defend  their  rights. 

The  regidors  received  fifty  dollars  each,  annually, 
♦rom  the  treasury.  The  principal  provincial  alcade, 
al^uazil  mnyoi\  depositary  general,  receiver  of  fines, 
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and  ordinary  alcadcs,were  entided,as  such,  to  fees  of 
otlice. 

The  kinghiul  directed  a  regiment  to  be  raised  in 
the  proviiKX',  under  the  style  ol  i\u'  Regiment  of 
.Tj(iiiit5ian5i,and  had  made  clioieeofUui^  J.Estecheria 
as  iis  colonel.  'I'his  ofiicer  not  having  as  yet  arrived, 
IJnzaira  rcirnlaied  iis  orfljanizalion,  and  assumed  the 
provisional  connnand.  A  numlx  r  of  commissions 
for  othcers  in  th  s  regiment  were  sent  hy  O'Reilly. 
They  had  been  lillcd  with  the  names  .of  such  inhabi" 
lanls  as  Ulloa  ha<l  recommeluhd.  These  commis- 
sions were  cheerfully  accepted ;  the  pay  and  emol- 
uments in  the  colonial  regiments  of  Spain  being 
much  more  considerable  than  in  tlie  French.  1  he 
ranks  of  tlie  regiment  were  soon  filk  d,  soldiers 
in  the  servici*  ofFranceand  in  the  regimeiits  brought 
by  O'Reilly  being  permitted  to  enlist  in  it. 


The  supplies  which  the  Spanish  jiovernment  had 
destined  to  its  military  force  in  Lor fsiana  were  un- 
accountably delayed.  The  dearth  of  provisions  in 
New-Orleans  became  exc^essive,  ov,  ing  to  an  increase 
of  population,  much  larger  than  that  of  the  city  be- 
fore the  arrival  of  the  Spaniards.  Flour  rose  to 
twenty  dollars  the  barrel.  A  momentary  relief  was 
obtained  by  the  arrival  of  Oliver  Pollock,  in  a  brig 
from  Baltimore,  with  a  cargo  of  that  article,  who  of- 
fered the  load  to  O'Reilly  on  his  own  terms.  He 
declined  accepting  it  Uius,  and  finally  purchased  it  at 
fifteen  dollars  the  barrel.  O'Reilly  was  so  well  plea- 
sed with  die  bargain,  that  he  told  Pollock  he  should 
have  a  free  trade  to  I^ouisiana  as  long  as  he  lived, 
and  a  report  of  his  conduct  on  this  occasion  woulil 
be  made  to  the  king. 
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The  cabildo  held  its  first  session  on  the  first  ofJk- 
cember,  under  the  presidency  of  O'Reilly.  'I  Ik  ro- 
gidors'olHci's  had  been  purchasid  by  Dor.  Frjuicisco 
Maria  R4'ggio,  Don  Pedro  Francisco  Olivi<  r  de  Ye- 
zue,  Don  Carlos  J  uan  Buutista  Fh  urian,  Don  An- 
tonio Bieiivenu,  Don  J  osc  Ducros,and  Don  Dyonisio 
Brand.  Don  Juan  Bautista  (jlaric,  who  had  held 
tho  office  of  clerk  of  the  superior  council,  i»ad  acqui- 
red the  same  office  in  die  Ci.bildo. 

Reggio    was  aiferez  rral;  De  Vezin,  principal 
provincial  alcade;  Fleurinn,  «/^'it^r//  mayoi  ;  Ihi- 
cros,  depositary  g(meral ;  aud  Bicnvcnue,  recc  i\er  of 
fines. 
;         Don  Louis  de  Unzaga,  colonel  of  the  regiment  of 
«  Havana,  one  of  those  who  had  come  widi  O'Reilly, 
had  the  king's  connnission    as   governor  of  die  pro- 
vince, but  was  not  authorised  to  entt.r  upon  the  duties 
of  that  ollice,  until  the  departure  of  O'Reilly,  or  the 
*M     declaration  ofliis  will.     Immediately  afier  die  instal 
f     lation  of  the  cabildo,  he  made  this  declaration,  ah( 
yielded  die  chair  of  that  tribunal  to  Unzaga. 
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O'Reilly  never  came  to  the  cabildo  afterwards. 
Unzaga  exercised  die  functions  ofgovernor;  but  the 
former,  as  captain-general,  continued  to  make  regu- 
lations. 

He  caused  a  set  of  instructions,  which  Don  .lose  de 
Uristia  and  Don  Felix  de  Rey  had  prepared  by  his 
order,  to  be  published.  They  related  to  the  institu- 
tion of,  and  proceedings  in, civil  and  criminal  actions, 
according  to  the  laws  of  Casiiile  muI  the  Indies,  and 
for  the  government  of  jtnlges,  oj'.icers  and  parties,  till 
by  the  introduction  of  the  Spanish  language  in  the 
province,  they  might  have  the  means  of  acjjuiring  a 
better  knowledge  of  those  laws.    To  diem  was  an- 
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iioxod  a  compendious  abridgment  of  the  criminal 
laws,  and  a  few  directions  in  rigard  to  last vvilis and 
testaments. 

From  this  period,  it  is  believed  iho  laws  of  Spain 
became  the  sole  guide  of  the  tribunals  i)i  tlw'tv  deci- 
sions. As  these  laws,  and  those  of  France,  proceed 
from  the  same  origin,  ihe  fioman  code,  and  there  is 
a  great  similarity  in  ilif^ir  dispositions  in  regard  to 
matrimonial  rights,  testauKMils  and  successions,  the 
transition  was  not  perceived  i)efore  it  became  com- 
plete, and  very  little  inconvenience  resulted  from  it. 

The  provincial  oiTiccrs  of  Louisiana  were,  besides 
thocaptain-goneral,  a  governor,  v(!sted  with  civil  and 
military  powers;  an  intendant,  charged  with  the  ad- 
ministration of  tlie  revenue  and  admiralty  matters, 
thesafne  person  acting  often  in  die  double  capacity  of 
governor  and  intendant;  an  auditor  of  war  and  as- 
sessor of  governmeni,  whose  duty  it  was  to  furnish 
legal  advice  to  the  governor,  the  first  in  ihilitary,  the 
seco;!d  in  civil  afiiirs;  an  assessor  of  ilieintendan- 
cy,  who  rendered  a  like  service  to  the  intendant. 
Professional  characiors  being  very  le^v  in  Louisiana, 
the  same  individual  often  acted  as  auditor  of  war  and 
assessor  of  the  government  and  inter.dar.cy,  and  he 
also  assisted!  the  cabildo,  principal,  provincial,  and 
ordinary  aleades ;  a  sijcretnry  of  the  government  and 
one  of  die  intendant;  a  treasurer  and  a  contarlor 
or  comptroller;  a  store  keeper  and  a  purveyor;  a  sur- 
veyor general;  a  harbourmaster;  an  interpreter  of 
the  French  and  English  languages,  and  an  Indian 
interpreter;  three  notaries  public;  a  collector  and 
comptroller  of  the  customs;  a  cashier;  guarda 
mnjor^  searchcT,  and  notary  to  the  custom  house. 

Every  officer  who  received  a  salary  of  more  than 
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three  hundred  dollars  a  year,  was  appointed  hy  the 
crown ;  others  were  so,  by  tlie  governor  or  intendants 
in  their  respective  departments. 

The  governor  exercised  judicial  powers  in  civil 
and  criminal  matters  throughout  the  province,  as  did 
the  intendant  in  fiscal  and  admiralty, nnd  the  vicar- 
general  in  ecclesiastical.  '^J'hesc  oflicers  were  sole 
judges  in  their  n^speetive  courts.  The  two  Ibnner 
were  assisted  byanaudiior  or  assessor,  whose  opin- 
ion they  might,  on  their  own  responsil)ility,disregard. 

In  every  parish,  an  ollicer  ofthearmyor  militia,  of 
fio  higher  grade  than  a  captain,  wns  stationed  as  civil 
and  military  counnajidant.  His  duty  was  to  aUend 
to  ihe  polic(!  of  the  ptsrish  and  preserve  its  peace.  He 
was  instructed  to  examine  the  passports  of  all  travel- 
lers, and  suHir  no  one  to  settle,  within  his  jurisdiction, 
without  the  license  of  the  governor.  He  had  jurisdic- 
tion of  all  civil  casesin  which  die  value  of  theobje-ct  in 
dispute  did  not  exc<?ed  twenty  dollars.  In  more 
important  cases,  he;  received  tlu;  |.etition  and  answer, 
took  down  the  testiuionv,  and  trant^nntied  the  whole 
to  the  govensor,  by  whom  the  record  was  sent  to  the 
proper  tribuiinl.  He  had  the  power  to  [)unish  slaves, 
and  arrest  and  imprison  fre<'  p(>isons  charged  with  of- 
fences, and  wns  bound  to  tnaismit  immediate  infor- 
mation of  the  arrest,  with  a  transcript  of  die  evidence, 
to  the  governor,  by  whose  order  the  accused  was  ei- 
ther discharged  or  sent  to  the  city.  They  acted  also 
as  notaries  public,  and  made  inventories  and  sales  of 
the  estates  of  the  deceased,  and  alleiided  to  the  execu- 
tion of  jiu'gments  rendered  in  the  city  against  ilelen- 
dants  v\h;)  r<  sided  in  the  pari.^h. 

When  tile  coiiimand;ujt  was  Uiken  from  the  army, 
he  continued  to  re(;eive  the  pay  and  <  inoluments  of 
his  rank.     When  he  was  no:,  and  had  not  any  pen- 
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Kion  from  the  king,  an  annual  sum  of  one  hundred 
dollars  was  paid  to  liim  from  the  treasury,  for  station- 
ary and  othtT  small  expenses.  All  were  entitled  to 
fees  in  the  exercise  of  judicial  and  notarial  functions. 

The  Spanish  language  was  ordered  to  be  employ- 
ed by  all  puijlic  oiiiiMsrs  in  their  minutes;  but  the  use 
of  the  French  was  tolerated  in  the  judicial  and  nota- 
rial acts  of  commandants. 

Towards  ilie  middKi  of  December,  O'Reilly  left 
the  city  to  visit  die  settlements  of  the  German  and 
Acadian  coasts,  Iberville  and  Pointe  Coupee. 

On  the  first  of  January,  the  cabildo  made  choice 
of  Lachaise,  a  grand- sou  of  ilie  former  commissary- 
general  and  ordoniiattiur,  and  St.  Denis,  as  ordinary 
alcades  for  the  yoar  I77i). 

DonCecilio  Odoardo  arrived  with  a  commission  of 
auditor  of  war  and  assessor  of  the  government; 
and  Don  Joseph  de  Uristia  and  Doh  Felix  de  Rey 
sailed  for  Havaiu. 

Meedngs  of  the  most  notable  planters  were  con- 
vened, on  the  arrival  of  O'Reilly,  in  each  parish,  on 
his  way  up  the  river.  Ait'io'  his  conduct  at  New- 
Orleans  was  ill  calculated  to  attach  the  people  to 
ihe  sovereign  whom  he  re[)resenled,  he  was  every 
where  received  with  dumb  submission:  but  they  did 
not  appear  very  anxious  to  improv*^  the  opportunity, 
which  his  visit  was  intended  to  oficr,  or  make  him 
any  communication  or  remonstrance. 

A  number  of  French  soldiers  erdisted  in  the  Span- 
ish service  Many  were  discharged  and  rv*reived 
grants  of  land.  Those  v^ho  did  not  choose  to  remain 
under  the  authority  oftbeCatholic  kij«<>,\vere  offired 
die  alternative  of  a  passage  to  France  r»r  Hispaniola. 
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Aubry  sailed  with  those  who  preferred  returning 
home.  The  artillery  was  put  on  board  of  a  vessel 
which  carried  those  who  \Vere  destined  for  St.  Do- 
mingo.   She  was  never  after  heard  of! 

Bobe  Descloseaux,  who  had  acted,  during  a  short 
time,  as  cofnmissary-gcnenil  and  ordonnateur,  on  the 
death  of  Larouvilliere  in  1759,  remained  in  New- 
Orleans,  by  order  of  the  French,  and  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  Spanish  king,  to  attend  to  the  redemption 
ofthepaperseeurities,  emitted  by  the  former  coloni- 
al administration ;  a  very  considerable  quantity  of 
which  was  still  in  circulation. 

Peter  Chester,  on  the  death  of  governor  Elliot  of 
West  Florida,  succeeded  him  in  the  la  tier  part  of  Jan- 
uary. 

On  his  return,  O'Reilly  published,  on  the  8th  of  Fe- 
bruary, a  number  of  regulations,  in  regard  to  the 
grant  of  vacant  land. 

To  every  family,  coming  to  settle  in  the  province, 
a  tract  was  to  be  granted  of  six  or  eight  arpents  in 
front,  on  the  Mississippi,  with  a  depth  of  forty;  on 
condition  that  the  grantee  should,  within  three  years, 
construct  a  levee  and  finish  a  highway  of  forty  feet, 
at  least,  in  width,  with  parallel  ditches  towards  the 
levee,  and  on  the  opposite  side,  with  bridges  at  regu- 
lar distances,  and  enclose  and  clear  the  whole  front 
of  the  grant  to  the  depth  of  two  arpents  at  least. 

The  arable  land,  on  the  points  formed  by  the  river, 
having  but  little  depth,  it  was  provided  that  grants 
might  be  made  there  of  twelve  arpents  in  front,  or  the 
land  was  granted  to  the  owners  of  the  adjacent  tracts, 
in  order  to  secure  an  uninterrupted  continuation  of 
the  levee  and  highway, 

In  order  to  secure  an  early  compliance  with  the 
conditions  of  the  grants,  the  grantee  was  declared  in- 
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capable  of  alienating  tiie  huid  until  the  stipulated  im- 
provements \v(Te  tnade. 

Grants  of  a  square  league  were  authorised  in  the 
districts  of  Atiriktipas,  Opclousas  and  Natchitoches, 
where  the  inhabitants  paid  more  attention  to  raisnig 
cattle  than  to  the  cukure  of  the  soil.  Where  the 
land  w.as  less  than  a  league  in  depth,  the  grant  was 
of  two  leagues  in  front,  with  a  depth  of  halt  a  league. 
But  no  grant  of  forty-two  arpents  in  front  and  depth 
was  authorised  to  be  made  to  any  person  who  was 
not  the  owner  of  one  hundred  head  of  tame  horned 
cattle,  a  few  horses  and  sheep,  and  two  slaves. 

All  cattle  were  required  to  be  branded  by  theown- 
«r  before  the  age  of  eighteen  months;  and  all  older 
unbrinded  cattle  were  declared  unclaimable.  i 

Nothing  being  thought  more  injurious  to  the  peo- 
ple than  strayed  cattle,  without  the  destruction  of 
which  the  tame  ones  cannot  increase,  time  was  given 
till  the  first  day  of  June,  1771,  to  collect  the  strays; 
after  which  period,  it  is  declared  they  may  be 
considered  as  wild, and  killed  by  anyone:  none  may 
oppose  it,  or  claim  property  in  such  cattle. 

All  grants  are  to  be  made,  in  the  king's  name,  by 
tht^  governor  of  the  province,  who  is,  at  the  same 
time,  to  appoint  a  surveyor  to  fix  the  boundaries 
both  in  front  and  depth,  in  presence  of  the  ordinary 
judge  of  the  district,  and  in  that  of  the  two  ad- 
joining settlers,  who  are  to  be  present  at  the  survey, 
and  are  to  subscribe  the  process  verbal  which  is  to  bo 
made.  The  surveyor  is  directed  to  make  three  co- 
pies of  it,  one  of  which  is  to  oe  deposited  in  the  oflicc 
of  the  clerk  of  the  cabildo,  another  in  that  of  the  go- 
vernor, and  the  Uiird  delivered  to  thegralitee. 

In  a  proclamation  of  the  twenty-second  of  Februa- 
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ry,  thecaptnin-pfoneral  assigned  a  rovonne  to  the  city 
ofNtnv-Orleans.  It  was  to  consist  of  ni!  annual  lax 
of  iorlv  ilolijirs  on  every  tavern,  billiard  table,  and 
coffee-house;  another  of  twt'nty  dollars  on  every 
boardifi^-hoiis";  an  imposition  of  one  dollar  on  every 
b.'rrel  of  brandy  brought  to  die  city;  and  a  tax  of 
three  hundred  and  seventy  dollars,  to  wh'ch  the 
bufehers  voluntarily  submitted,  inxler  an  express  de- 
cluriition  that  ihey  then;by  meant  to  authorise  no  al- 
ter.ition  now  or  thereafter  in  the  price  of  meal,  which 
th<  y  said  ought  not  ever  to  take  place  without  ne- 
cessity. 

To  enable  the  city  to  defray  the  expenses  necessa- 
ry to  keep  up  the  levee,  an  anchornge  duty  was 
granted  to  it,  of  six  dollars  upon  every  vessel  of  iwo 
hundred  tons  and   upwards,  and   half  that  sum  on 

:^      Sinn  Her  ones. 

I  O'Jleilly  further  granted  to  the  city,  in  the  king's 

name,  the  ground  on  both  sides  of  the  public  square, 
or  place  d'armes,  from  Levee  to  Chartres  and  Conti 
streets,  having  a  front  of  three  hundred  and  thirty-six 
feet  on  the  square,  and  eighty-four  feet  in  depth. 
The  groun  1  was  soon  af  erwards  sold  on  a  perpetu- 
al yearly  rout  Don  Andre  Ahnoster  became  the 
purchaser  of  it. 

By  a  special  proclamation,  the  black  code,  given 
by  Louis  the  fifteenth  to  the  province,  was  re-enacted. 

With  the  view  of  putting  an  end,  in  some  degree, 
to  the  practice  of  the  Indians  of  dooming  prisoners  of 
war  to  death,  with  cruel  and  protracted  torments,  the 
colonial  goverimient  allowed  the  colonists  to  pur- 
chase and  hold  them  as  slaves;  and  there  was  a 
considerable  number  of  them  in  the  possession  of 
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planters.  OReilly,  by  a  special  proclamation,  de- 
clared that  the  practice  of  refiucing  Indians  tosiave- 
ry/was  contrary  to  the  wise  and  pious  laws  of  Spain ; 
but  that  until  the  pleasure  oftUv  sovrrniirn  was  mani- 
fested, the  o\>nersof  such  slaves  migtii  retain  them. 

WiththeView  ofguarding  against  the  introduction 
of  foreigners  into  the  province,  all  persons  were 
prohibited  to  receive  or  entertain  any  foreigner  not 
provided  with  a  passport  from  the  goyernor,  or  to 
furnish  him  with  any  horse,  or  land  or  water  car- 
riage. 

It  was  also  expressly  prohibited  to  purchase  any 
thing  from  persons  navigating  the  Mississippi,  or 
lakes,  without  a  passport:  it  was,  however,  permit- 
ted to  sell  fowls  and  other  provisions  to  boats  or  ves- 
sels, provided  the  fowls  or  provisions  were  delivered 
on  the  bank  of  the  river,  and  payment  received  in 
money. 

A  fine  of  one  hundred  doll  irs,  and  the  confiscation 
of  the  articles  purchased,  was  denounced  against  the 
delinquent,  one  third  of  the  whole  being  the 
reward  of  the  informer. 

A  numberof  police  regulations  were  made. 

No  change  took  place  in  the  ecclesiastical  govern- 
ment of  the  province.  Father  Dagobert,  the  superior 
of  the  capuchins,  was  permitted  to  continue  in  the  ex- 
ercise of  his  pastoral  functions,  as  curate  of  New-Or- 
leans, and  in  the  administration  of  the  southern  part 
of  thediocess  of  Quebec,  of  which  the  bishop  had 
constituted  him  vicar-general.  The  other  capuchins 
were  maintained  in  the  curacies  of  their  respective 
parishes. 
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iThe  attendance  of  the  Ur6nlincnuns,in  the  nospital 
according  to  a  hull  they  had  obtained  from  the  popt 
was  dispensed  with ;  the  services  of  these  ladiu? 
had  become  merely  nominal,  being  confmed  to 
the  daily  attendance  of  two  nuns,  during  the  visit  of 
the  king's  physician.  Having  noted  his  prescriptions, 
they  withdrew,  contenting  themselves  with  sending 
from  the  dispensarv,  which  was  kept  in  the  convent, 
the  medicines  he  had  ordered.  The  Catholic  king 
had  directed  that  two  nuns  should  he  maintained  at 
his  expense;  for  each  of  whom,  sixteen  dollars  were 
be  paid,  monthly,  to  the  convent  out  of  his  treasury. 

Don  Francisco  de  Loyola  died,  and  was  succeed* 
ed  in  the  intendancy,|?cr  interim^  by  Gayarre,  the 
contador. 

By  a  vessel  from  Bordeaux,  the  colonists  were  in- 
formed, in  the  latter  part  of  the  spring,  of  the  fate  of 
their  late  chiefs.  The  conduct  of  Foucault  had  been 
disapproved  by  his  sovereign,  and  he  had  been  lodged 
in  the  bastille,  where  he  was  still  confined.  I'ho 
vessel,  in  which  Aubry  had  sailed,  foundered  in  the 
Garonne,  near  the  tower  of  Cordovan.  Everyone 
on  board  perished,  except  the  captain,  doctor,  a  Ser- 
jeant, and  two  sailors.  The  king  evinced  his  sense 
of  Aubry 's  services,  by  pensions  to  his  brother  and 
sister.  He  had  served  in  Canada  and  Illinois  before 
he  came  to  Louisiana,  and  was  at  Fort  Duquesne, 
when  it  was  attacked  by  the  British  under  General 
Forbes. 

O'Reilly  took  passage  in  the  summer,  with  all  the 
troops  he  had  brought,  except  twelve  liundred  men, 
who  were  left  for  the  service  of  the  province,  leaving 
behind  no  favourable  impression  of  the  government 
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by  whom  he  was  sent.  Most  of  the  merchants  and 
mechanics  of  New-Orloans  had  withdrawn  t<»  Gate 
Francois,  in  the  ish\nd  of  HiHpaniola.  Many  of  the 
easiest  planters  (for  there  were;  no  wcahhy  ones)  had 
followed  them ;  and  the  emigration  was  so  <!reat,  that 
0'lieilly,a  few  days  before  his  departure,  determin- 
ed to  check  it,  by  withholding  passports  from  appli- 
cants. This  measure  excited  great  uneasiness,  and 
a  general  dissatisfaction  pervad(>d  every  doss  of  so- 
ciety. The  motto  on  his  coat  of  arms  was  ForlilU' 
diticel  PnKlentifi,  He  does  not  appear  to  have  at- 
tended to  the  admonition  it  contained.  Jt  is  in  the 
combined  practice  of  both  these  virtues,  that  those 
who  rule  others  find  their  greatest  glory;  because  it 
best  promotes  the  felicity  of  the  people.  'I'he  chit^f, 
who  attends  alone  to  the  display  of  the  former,  may 
obtain  a  momentary  glaire,  but  will  sooner  or  later 
find  hi mself  disappointed,  and  the  peo*jle  will  be  the 
victims  of  his  error. 

'  •  ■*  ■',■-., 
The  year  1770  is  remarkable  in  the  annals  of 
North  America,  by  the  first  effusion  of  blood,  in  the 
dissentions  between  Great  Britain  and  her  colonies, 
which  originated  in  the  passage  of  the  stamp  act,  soon 
after  die  peace  of  Paris,  and  terminated  in  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  latter.  The  inhabitants  of  Boston 
viewed  with  displeasure  two  British  regiments  quar- 
tered there.  Frecjuent  (|uarrels  had  arisen  between 
them  and  the  soldiers.  On  the  fourth  of  March,  an 
affray  took  place,  near  the  barracks,  which  brought 
out  a  part  of  the  main  guard,  between  whom  and 
the  townsmen  blows  ensued.  The  soldiers  fired; 
three  of  the  inhabitants  were  killed,  and  five  danger- 
ously wounded.  The  alarm  bells  were  immediately 
rung,  the  drums  beat  to  arms,  and  an  immense  multi- 
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Uide  asspmMcd.  Inflamed  with  rajje  at  the  view  of 
the  dead  l)odi<  s,  ihey  were  with  difliculiy  prevented, 
by  their  most  inHuential  friends,  from  rushing  on  the 
troops.  The  oflicer  of  the  guard  and  the  noldiers 
who  iiad  fired  were  appreht'iided.  lie  and  six  of  the 
men  were  acquitted:  two  were  found  guilty  of  man- 
slaughter. 

ArcWtM — Garctta — Marshal. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

Buccarelly. — Doucet  and  his  companions  re- 
leased.— Commerce  of  New-Orleans. — Royal 
ScJiedule. — Marquis  de  la  Torre — Hurricane — 
Spanish  language. — Bishoprick  of  Cuba. — 
Bobc  Descloseaux.^- Daniel  Boone. — Tea  des- 
troyed in  Boston — Fagot  de  la  Gariniere. — 
Grant  of  lands. — Creeks  and  Chickasaws. — 
First  Congress  in  Philadelphia — Parlementa- 
ry  proceedings. — General  Gage. — General  lay- 
man.— Battles  of  Lexington  and  BunkerhiU. — 
Invasion  of  Canada. — Olivier  de  Vezin. — La 
Barre  de  la  Cestiere. — Don  Bernard  de  Galvez, 
— Unzaga  promotetl. — Tiie  British  land  on 
Long  Island.— Battle  of  Brooklyn—  Washington 
evacuates  New-York,  and  crosses  the  Hudson. — 
Attack  at  Trenton. 

O'Reilly's  commission  having  a  particular  object, 
which  was  now  accomplished,  Don  Antonio  Maria 
Buccarelly,  captain-general  of  the  island  of  Cuba, 
succeeded  liim,  as  captain-general  of  the  province  of 
Louisiana. 

An  appeal  lay  in  certain  cases  from  the  tribunals  of 
the  province  to  the  captain-general ;  from  him  to  the 
royal  audience  in  St.  Domingo,  in  the  island  of  Ilis- 
paniola ;  and  from  thence  to  the  council  of  the  Indies 
in  Madrid. 

Charles  die  third  disapproved  of  O'Reilly's  con- 
duct, and  he  received,  on  his  landing  at  Cadiz,  an 
order  prohibiting  his  appearance  at  court. 
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The  ordinary  alcades  for  the  year  1771,  were  Cha- 
bert  and  Forstall. 

The  colonists  now  heard  with  pleasure  that  Fou- 
cault  had  been  released  from  his  confinement  in  the 
bastille,  ill  which  he  had  remained  eighteen  months; 
that  the  eldest  son  of  IMazent,  who  was  in  the  Moro 
Castle,  under  O'Reilly's  sentence  of  imprisonment, 
had  gone  to  Madrid,  thrown  himself  at  the 
feet  of  the  king,  and  solicited  his  father's  pardon, 
ofiering,  if  another  victim  was  indispensable,  to  take 
his  place.  His  application  was  seconded  by  the 
court  of  France,  and  all  those  who  had  been  sent  from 
Louisiana  to  the  Moro  Castle  received  a  pardon. 

Foucault  had  gone  to  die  island  of  Bourbon,  in 
the  capacity  of  commissary-general  and  ordonateur. 

None  of  the  other  prisoners,  now  liberated,  return- 
ed to  Louisiana.  Most  of  them  settled  in  Cape 
Francois. 

The  commerce  of  the  province  suffered  greatly 
from  the  restrictive  system  of  Spanish  regulations. 
By  a  royal  schedule,  which  Ulloa  had  published  in 
New-Orleans,  on  the  sixth  of  September,  1766,  the 
trade  of  Louisiana  had  been  confined  to  six  ports  of 
the  peninsula.  These  were  Seville,  Alicant,  Cartha- 
gena,  Malaga,  Barcelona,  and  Coruna;  and  no 
trade  was  to  be  carried  on  in  any  other  than  Spanish 
built  vessels, owned  and  commanded  by  the  king's 
sul>jects.  Vessels  sailing  to  or  from  Louisiana,  were 
prohibited  from  entering  any  other  port  in  the  Span- 
ish dominions  in  America,  except  in  case  of  distress, 
and  they  were  then  subjected  to  strict  examination 
and  heavy  charges. 

By  a  royal  schedule  of  the  twenty-third  of  March, 
1768,  however,  the  commerce  of  I^ouisiana  had  been 
favored  by  an  exemption  from  duty,  on  any  foreign  or 
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Spanish  merchandise,  both  in  the  ex|K)rtation  from 
uliy  ot  the  ports  of  the  peninsula,  to  which  the  com- 
nierce  of  the  province  was  permitted,  and  on  the 
imjiortation  into  New-Orleans;  hut  the  exportation 
of  specie  or  jiroduce  was  burdened  with  a  duty  of  tour 
per  cent. 

Permission  had  lately  been  granted  for  the  admis* 
siOri  of  two  vessels  from  France  every  year. 

The  merchants  of  New-Orleans  complained  of 
this  restrictive  system,  as  very  op]  ressive.  'Ihey 
could  not  advantageously  procure,  in  any  of  the  six 
ports  of  the  peninsula,  named  in  the  schedule  of 
17G0,  rhe  merchandise  they  wanted,  nor  find  there  a 
vent  for  the  produce  of  the  province.  The  indigo  of 
Louisiana  was  in  no  great  demand  in  any  port  of 
Spain,  where  that  article  might  he  procured  of  a 
much  better  quality  from  Guatimala,  Caraecas,  and 
oiher  provinces  on  the  main.  Furs  and  peltries  were 
with  difficulty  sold  or  preserved  in  so  warm  a  climate, 
and  timber  and  lumber  could  not  well  bear  the  ex- 
pense of  transportation  to  such  distant  countries. 
They  also  complained  that  the  British  engrossed  all 
the  trade  of  the  Mississippi. 

Vessels  of  that  nation  were  incessantly  plying  on 
that  stream.  Under  the  pretence  of  trading  to  those 
ports,  on  tiie  left  bank,  over  which  their  fing  was  dis- 
])layed,they  supplied  the  people  in  the  city  and  on 
the  plantations,  above  and  below,  with  goods  and 
slaves.  They  took  in  exchange  whatever  iheir  cus- 
tomers had  to  spare, and  extended  to  them  a  most  lib- 
eral credit,  which  the  good  faith  of  the  purchasers 
amply  justified.  Besides  very  large  warehouses 
near  the  ports  at  IVIanshac,  Baton  Rouge  and  Natch- 
ez, and  a  number  of  vessels  constantly  moored  a 
fhort  distance  above  New-Orleans^  opposite  to  the 
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spot  now  known  as  the  fauxhourg  La  Fayette,  the 
British  had  two  large  ones,  or  iloatifig  warehouses, 
tlie  eahins  of  which  were  fitted  up  with  shelves  and 
coMiiU^rs,  as  a  store  'I'hese  constantly  plyed  along 
ti)<>  shore,  and  at  the  call  of  any  planter,  stopped 
befon'  his  door. 

About  one  htmdred  and  sixty  diousand  dollars 
were  brought  aiiuiially  fromVeni  Cruz,  since  the  ar- 
rival of  O'Reilly,  for  defraying  the  ex[)enses  of  the 
colonial  government:  the  indigo  crops  were  worth 
about  one  huiulr^d  and  eighty  Uiousand :  fiirs  and 
peltries  were  exported  to  the  amount  of  two  hundred 
thousanil:  one  hundred  thousand  were  received  for 
titnber,  lumber  and  provisions.  All  this  formed  an 
ai;gregHte  of  seven  hundred  liiousand  dollars  to  pay 
for  imported  goods,  vvhieh  was  entirely  enjoyed  by 
British  traders,  exc(pf  only  the  cargoes  of  iwoFrench 
vessels,  and  about  fifteei^  thousand  dollars,  the  value 
of  boards  sh'pi^ed  to  Havana  for  sugar  boxes. 

Batti  aux  left  New -Orleans  for  Poinle  Coupee, 
Niitehitocrhes,  the  Arkansas  and  ^t.  Louis;  but  most 
of  their  cargoes  were  taken,  on  their  way,  from  the 
British  floating  warehous<  s,  or  the  stores  at  Man- 
shac.  Baton  Rouge,  or  Natchez. 

British  adventurers  foun<l  also,  in  Louisiana,  the 
means  of  forming  agricultural  establishments,  on 
thelef  bank  oftheiM'ssissipp  ,al>oveManchac,  where 
la  d  was  obtained  with  much  facility.  An  individ- 
u;d  chartered  a  vessel  of  about  one  hmidred  and  fifty 
tons  in  Jamaica,  for  five  hundred  dollars.  He  put 
on  hoard  goods,  and  about  twenty  or  thirty  slaves, 
which  he  obtained  on  credit.  Eiuer.ng  the  Missis- 
sippi with  these,  he  disposed  of  the  goods  and  three- 
fourths  of  the  slaves,  and  received  in  exchange,  pro- 
duce sufiiicient  to  pay  for  the  whole  and  the  hire  of  his 
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vessel.  With  five  or  six  slaves,  he  began  a  plantation, 
obtaining  crc  dit,  in  a  store  near  it,  for  his  farming 
utensils,  and  the  means  of  procuring  some  cattle  and 
his  subsistence  till  he  made  ii  nop.  After  a  few 
years  he  was  a  farmer  in  easycircurnstaiices. 

The  British  owed  to  this  trade,  with  the  former 
subjects  of  France,  mucli,  if  not  all,  their  establish- 
ments on  the  left  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  besides  the 
great  advantages  they  derived  from  its  navigation. 
A  French  trader  durst  not  show  the  flag  of  his  na- 
tion, and  W51S  compelled  to  charter  a  British  bottom, 
and  load  her  with  goods;  but  die  British  merchant 
who  sold  them,  and  was  certain  to  he  paid,  realised 
much  greater  profits. 

Unzaga  winked  at  this  infraction  of  the  ecmmer- 
cial  and  revenue  laws  of  Spain,  and  disregarded  the 
clamours  of  the  merchants  of  New-Orleans,  who  sus- 
j)ected  that  the  indulgence  shev/n  to  British  traders 
was  not  gratuitous. 

The  ordinary  alcades,  chosen  by  the  cabildo,  for 
the  year  1772,  were  Amelot  and  the  Chevalier  de 
V^illiers. 

On  the  promotion  of  Buecarelly  to  the  vice-royalty 
of  Mexico,  the  Marquis  de  la  Torre  succeeded  him 
as  captain-general  of  the  island  of  Cuba  and  the  pro- 
vince of  Louisiana. 

Col.  Estecheria  arrived,  and  assumed  the  com- 
mand of  the  regiment  of  Louisiana. 

Most  of  the  forces  which  O'Reilly  had  left  in  New- 
Orleans  sailed  for  Havana. 

The  country  was  desolated,  in  the  summer  of  this 
year,  by  a  hurricane,  of  which  Roman  has  preserved 
the  details.  It  began  on  the  last  day  of  August,  and 
continued  until  the  third  of  September.    Jt  was  not. 
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however,  felt  in  New-Orleans,  where  the  weather 
continued  fihe,  though  the  wind  blew  very  high  from 
tlujeasi.  Ill  lakeT'onchartrainand  (he  passes  of  the 
Rijrolets  and  Chef  Menteur,  the  water  rose  to  a  pro- 
digious height,  and  the  islands  in  the  neighbourhood 
were  sevend  feet  under  water."  The  vessels,  at  the 
Balize,  were  all  driven  into  the  marshes,  and  a  Span- 
ish ship  foundered,  and  every  person  on  board  per- 
ished. Along  the  coast,  from  lake  Borgne  to  Pen- 
sacola,  the  wind  ranged  from  south  south-east  and 
cast;  l)ut  farther  west  it  blew  with  greatest  violence, 
from  north  north-east  and  east.  A  schooner,  belong- 
ing to  Uie  British  government,  having  a  detachment  of 
the  sixteenth  regiment  on  board,  was  driven  wester- 
ly as  far  as  Cat  islatid,  under  the  western  part  of 
whicf I  she  cast  anchor;  but  the  water  rose  so  high 
that  she  parted  her  cable  and  floated  over  the  island. 
The  wind  entirely  destroyed  the  woods  for  about 
thirty  miles  from  the  sea  shore.  At  Mobile,  the 
effects  of  it  were  terrible.  Vessels,  boats,  and  logs 
were  drawn  up  the  streets  to  a  great  distance.  The 
guUeys  and  hollows,  as  well  as  the  lower  grounds  of 
the  town,  w<*re  so  filled  with  logs,  that  the  inhabitants 
easily  provided  themselves  with  their  winter  supply 
of  fuel.  The  salt  spray  was  carried,  by  the  wind, 
four  or  five  iniles  from  the  sea  short?,  and  then  de- 
scendrd  in  showers. 

For  thirty  miles  up  a  branch  of  the- Pascagoula, 
which,  from  the  number  of  cedar  trees  on  its  hank, 
is  called  Cedar  creek,  there  was  scarcely  a  tree  left 
standing:  the  pines  were  thrown  down  or  bro- 
ken; and  those  trees  which  did  not  entirely  yield  to 
the  violence  of  the  wind,  were  twisted  like  ropes. 

But  the  most  singular  effect  ofthis  hurricane,  was 
the  production  of  a  second  growth  of  leaves  and  fruit 
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on  the  mulberry  trees.  This  hardy  tree  budderl,  fol- 
iated, blossomed  iind  bore  fruit  withiii  four  weeks 
after  the  storm. 

With  the  view  of  promoting  the  instrnrtion  of  the 
rising  generation  in  the  Spanish  tongiu,  a  pri<st 
was  brou>Tht  over  from  Spain,  at  the  king's  expense, 
who,  with  two  assistants,  taught  the  elements  ofihat 
language  Four  young  women  were  also  sent  from 
Havana,  who  took  the  veil  in  the  convent  of  the  Ur- 
suline  nuns  of  New-Orleans,  and  were  employed  in 
teaching  Spanish  to  young  persons  of  their  sex.— 
This  was  the  only  encouragement  given  to  beaming 
during  the  whole  period  of  the  Spanish  government. 

The  winter  was  so  severe  this  year  that  the  orange 
trees  perished. 

The  breach  which  the  stamp  act  had  occasioned 
between  the  British  North  American  provinces  and 
their  mother  country,  was  daily  widennig;  and 
this  year,  on  the  suggestion  of  the  provisice  of  Mas- 
sachusetts bay,  committees  were  appointed  within 
the  others,  for  the  purpose  of  correspond<mce  and  ilie 
organization  of  a  system  of  resistance  to  the  measures 
adopted  by  parliament. 

Duplessis  and  Doriocourt  were  the  ordinary  al- 
cades  chosen  on  the  tirst  of  .January,  1773. 

It  being  deemed  improper  th;it  a  Spanish  province 
should  continue  to  form  a  part  of  a  French  bishop- 
rick,  Louisiana  was  now  separated  from  that  of 
Quebec,  and  annexed  to  that  of  Cuba,  and  Don 
Santiago  Joseph  de  Echevaria,  the  incuml»ent  of  the 
latter  see,  appointed  Father  Dagobert  his  vicar-ge- 
neral in  the  province. 

Bobe  Descloseaux,  who  had  remained  in  New- 


[1772 

I  buHdefl,  fol- 
fo(ir    vvucks 

irtion  of  ihe 
jiif,  a  prif'st 
i^'s  expense, 
Ti«jits  of  I  hat 
Iso  sonl  from 
It  of  thn  Ur- 
en» ployed  in 
their  sox.— 
1  to  h^urning 
jovt'nimeiit. 
ut  tiie  orange 


I  occasioned 
rovinces  and 
knnig;  and 
fice  of  Mas- 
inted  within 
nee  and  ilie 
ic  measures 


rdinary  al- 
ii 

sh  province 
ch  hishop- 
rn  that  of 
and  Don 
il>ent  of  the 
vicar-ge- 

i  in  New- 


1773] 


TIIE  SECOND. 


31 


Orleans  to  attend  to  the  redemption  of  the  bills  of 
credit  emitted  by  the  French  government,  havmg 
previously  ol)t;iinod  the  consent  of  his  sov<  reign,  now 
saiKd  for  Cape  Francois.  Amelot,  an  engineer,  and 
Gnrderit,a  major  of  infantry,  took  passage  in  the  same 
ship,  with  the  wi<lowof  CarHer,  the  former  comptrol- 
ler of  the  marine,  her  two  daughters,and  a  few  other 
French  officers,  who  had  been  detained  by  their  pri- 
vate concerns.  Neither  the  ship  nor  any  of  the  pas- 
sengers were  ever  heard  of,  after  she  left  the  Baiize. 

Time,  and  Unzaga's  mild  administration,  began  to 
reconcile  the  colonists  to  their  fl.te.  The  resources 
which  they  found  in  a  clandestine  trade  with  the 
British,  and  the  sums  brought  from  Vera  Cruz  to 
meet  the  expt^nses  of  government,  circulating  in 
thf  country,  had  enabled  many  planters  to  extend 
th'ir  establishments.  But  many  had  employed  for 
th  s  j)uriJOse  th'>  proceeds  of  their  crops,  which  jus- 
tice required  to  be  reserved  for  the  discharge  of  their 
debts.  To  the  difficulties  which  indiscretion  had 
created,  were  superadded  those  that  were  occasioned 
by  the  ravages  of  the  late  hurricane.  I'he  disap- 
pointed creditors  became  clamorotis,  and  some  be- 
gan to  attempt  coercing  payment  by  legal  measures. 
Over  thfse,  the  influence  of  a  governor  of  a  Spanish 
colony  is  v<'ry  great.  Unzaga  exerted  his,  in  allay- 
ing the  clamours  of  injured  creditors,  without  dis- 
tressing honest  debtors,  by  employing  co*  rcion  a- 
gainst  those  only  ^>  ho  were  able,  but  unwilling  to  dis- 
charge their  debts.  He  gave  evidence  of  his  impar- 
tiality in  this  respect,  by  compelling  St.  MViXent,  a 
wealthy  planter,  whose  daughter  he  had  married 
and  who  sought  to  avail  himself  of  this  circumstance 
to  bid  defiance  to  his  creditors.  In  this  manner,  he 
ol)tained  indulgence  for  those  debtors  who  really  re- 
quired it. 
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Daniel  Boone,  with  his  fannily  and  four  others,  and 
about  forty-five  men  from  Powell's  Valley,  began  this 
year  th'3  first  settlement  on  Kentucky  river. 

The  Briiish  East  India  company  having  made 
large  siiipmonfs  of  tea  to  Bdston,  New- York,  Pliila- 
del()liia  and  Cb.irlesion,  the  people  in  these  cities  op- 
posed its  lundiiig.  In  the  first,  they  went  much  far- 
ther. On  hoariu:^  of  tlu  arrival  of  the  company's 
ships  there,  it  was  voted,  by  acclainitioii,  in  a  niimer- 
ous  meeting  of  the  inhabitants,  that  the  tea  should  not 
be  lai^ded,  nor  the  duties  on  it  paid;  but  that  it 
should  be  sent  b.\ck  in  the  same  vessels  in  which  it 
had  been  brought.  On  the  adjournment  of  the 
meeting,  an  imme'ise  crowd  repaired  to  the  quay,  and 
a  number  of  the  most  resolute,  disguised  as  Mohawk 
Indians,  boarded  the  ships;  and,  in  about  two  hours, 
broke  open  three  hundred  and  forty  boxes  of  tea,  and 
discharged  the  contents  into  the  sea. 

Thecabildo  made  choice  of Forstalland  Chabert, 
as  ordinr.i-y  alcades  for  the  year  1774;  and  early  in 
January,  Fagot  de  la  Garinicre,  took  his  seat  in 
that  body,  as  a  perpetual  regidor  and  receiver  of 
fines;  having  purchased  these oTfices from  Bienvenu, 
for  fourteen  hundred  dollars. 

On  the  tenth  of  May,  Louis  the  fifteenth,  the  last 
monarch  of  France,  who  reigned  over  Louisiana, 
died,  in  the  sixty-fifth  year  of  his  age,  and  was  suc- 
ceeded by  his  grand-son,  the  Duke  of  Berry,  the  un- 
fortunate Louis  the  sixteenth. 

By  a  royal  schedule  of  the  fourth  of  August,  the 
power  of  granting  vacant  lands,  in  the  provinc^e,  was 
vested  in  the  governor,  according  to  the  regulations 
made  by  O'Reilly,  on  the  eighth  of  January,  1770. 
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f      The  Creeks  and  Chicknsaws,  this  year,   sent  a 

number  of  their  chiefs  to  CharU'Ston,  in  South  Caro- 

hna,  when;  ihcy  made  a  cession  to  the  British  of  se- 

:  veral  milhons  of  acres  of  valuable  land,  in  payment 

of  their  debts  to  traders  of  that  nation. 

Early  in  September,  delegates  from  twelve  of  the 

British  North  American  provinces  met  in  congress,  in 

'th<;  city  of  Philadelphia.    The)  prepared   a  petition 

to  the  king,  and  an  address  to  (he  people  of  Great 

Britain,  on  the  subject  of  Uieir  grievances.  * 

The  resentment  of  parliament,  on  hearing  of  the 
destruction  of  the  tea  at  Boston,  was  manifested  by 
the  occlusion  of  that  port,  until  reparation  should  be 
made  to  the  East  India  company;  and  the  king  de- 
clared   himself  convinced  that  good  order    would 
soon  be  restored  in  the  town.     Another  statute  was 
passed  annuUifig  the  charter  of  the  province  of  Mas- 
sachusetts  bay,  and  authorising  the  transportation 
from   any  of  the  provinces,  for  trial  in  another  pro- 
vince or  in  England,  of  any  person  indicted  for  mur- 
der, or  any  other  capital  oflence.    A  statute  was  also 
passed,  for  quartt^ring  soldiers  on  the    inhabitants. 
The  boundaries    of   the  province  of  Quebec  were 
extended,  so  as  to  include   die  territory  between  the 
lakes,  the  Ohio  and  the  Mississippi,  and  its  govern- 
^ment  was  vested  in  a  legislative  council,  to  be  appoint- 
ed by  the  crown.    At  the  request  of  the  Canadians, 
the  French  laws  were  restored  to  them  in  civil  mat- 
ters.   Two  years  after,  in  the  declaration  of  inde- 
^pendence,  these  last  measures  wero  urged  as  grounds 
of  complaint,  by    the  American  congress,  against 
George  the  third,  that  "he  had  abolished   the   free 
system  of  English  laws  in  a  neighbouring  province, 
establishing  therein  an  arbitrary  government,  and 
extending  its  boundaries,  so  as  to  render  it  at  once 
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(III  o\i)iii)»)«<  Mild  iiiNdiiMh'iit  foi'  intnulnriiif^  iIk*  Niiiiir 
iil»«)liii<*  nil«>  III  tin*  oiliiT  roloiiics.'* 

Ill  i||<<  iiit.iiiwliilr,  («i<i|i>ril  <  jii^ro  roniliiMl  llimlotl- 
iirrU,  tiiiil  liii«l  cin*  uniiiiiiiiiiioii  mill  HttirrN  ill  ili<<  pro- 
vnii'ial  lUMiMiiil  ;il  < 'niliUrMl  *r,  tiliil  lli(>  |H>\vilrr  ill  llii< 
iiiii,^ir/.iiio  (If  i  'li.ii'Ir.Mioii,  liniiiglil  lo  lloHiofi. 

|)ii(oss!U  inu)  DiniIoMHJM  woiT  jIh'  onliiiiiry  nInulrH 


lor  1 1 
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rn/.n^>:i  u:im  mow  proniofni  lo  llir  riiiiK  ol'ii  liri^n- 
4lirr-^rii4>rnl,iiii«l  itio  ollirr  of  iiitriuliilil  uilH  IIIIiMmI 
to  iliMt  ol'}j<.»\ornor,  in  liiM  |m<i-n(mi. 

*rii«i*o  wri'iMi  c'onsiilrr.ihir  iiimiiIhm'  of  niiuiwny 
tiif^grors,  (MMii)iii(iili;j,  ^rrtil  <l4<|inMl(i(ioiis  on  tlir  pliiii- 
taiions.  I  ^i/Mgii,  lo  rriiicdv  or  IrMNoii  tliin  rvil,  iNM!irii 
u  piMrliiiiiiinoii  oIIImmii^  till  tiiiiii«'Niv«  or  Trro  iMirdoii, 
to  siirii  iiH  voliiiK.inly  nMiiriKMl  lo  llipir  iiiiiHU«rH,  iiiiil 
:il>soliU(*ly  (orliuMing  tlu'  liitlvr  lo  |iiiiiiHli  llirin.  TIiIm 
in('!i'>:nr»»  luul  ilio  iiilnuird  rfUn ;  nliiio' ilio  nlnvrs 
«M»nl«l  nol  ;ilK^oliiloIy  ln'  protrrliMl  Iroiii  llii'  ithciiI- 
nu  M(  ot'tlKMr  iWiislrrs,  who  ini^lil  iMisily  Iimv<>  IoiiiuI  ii 
pn^dMU'i'  tor  jlisrofiJirding  rn/n^a's  jiiiiinrtion. 

\V«^  liavo  si»<Mi,  loNvards  iluMMul  of  lln>  prrrrdiii^ 
voliiiiio.  tli:\f  ^(Mioral  I  .yniaii,  <»('  ( <onfirr(i(>iii,  had 
roninnnlalod,  in  I7(»'.^  an  rvtmsivr  si'lllcmrnl  on 
(lie  Oiiio,  aiul  ha<l  apphrd  lo  ;>-ov«M'nnini(  lor  a  ^ranl 
oriaiul.  This  olUriM*  had  srrvcMl  with  distinrdon 
»i'irioiX  fho  |m'oinhn!j;  war.  Ho  ha<l  hrrn  a)M)oiiit«»d 
ini\joi-gon;M*5il  and  o»nmiandrr-iii-('hi('f  ofiiir  lorcrs 
ot'his  native  pmvinco  in  IT.'*;'*;  and,  in  l7t»*J,  Ih»  was 
at  Havana,  in  0(Mnniand  of  all  lh<»  AnnTiran  iroops. 
Oil  th(^  n'turn  ot'jw^'arca  coni|>any  had  hy  his  fwcrtions 
hocn  forniod,  nndor  iho  siyhMiftlu'  Military  Advcn- 
ainM>:,  rotn|msrd  rhiolly  orofHc<'rs  an<!  soldirrs  who 
had  latoly  sorvo<l  in  Ainorica.    Their  ohjoct  was  to 
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»»l»iniii  n  roiiMMlrrnhlr  ixiMii,  ol"  irrrilorv,  on  wliirli 
(liry  iiii^lit  Hi'lllr,  Willi  iiH  liu/M*  ii  liiiiiil«  >  ol  llii  ir 
('oiiiiirviiini  iiH  could  Im*  iimIiki'iI  io  |oiii  iIii  im.  4>4- 
IM  nil  Lvuiaii  wool  hi  IOof,;l.iiMl  mn  iIm*  it^riil  ot 
tlii>  «oiii|tniiy,  riilf  riiiiiiiii^  iio  (loiiltl  «»l  ilic 
NiicrrNH  ol'liiM  M|iplM'alioii.  On  Iiih  iiiriviil,  lie  IoiiimI 
(li!il  llir  riiriHJK  ill  llir  iniiilHliy,  on  wliotn  lir  drpt  ii(l> 
I'd,  liiid  lircii  miiovcd,  niid  lliosc  \\lio  Ittid  HiircM  d- 
f'd  llinii  liiid  fillirr  p<  immik  Io  piovidr  lor,  \\ui\  Ioiji,<1 
il convniM'iil  to  roi'^i'i  liiH  Hcrviri'M,  and  dionr  ol  Iiih 
nNHocialrM.  liiHiirnioiinlalilc  ol»MliU'lrMM<-rnicd  lorin- 
h.'irniSH  liiiii.  A I  laMl,idirr  a  wlay  td'  Hrvrral  y*  arn,  lio 
oWtaiiH'd  granlM  on  ilir  IMiHHiHHippi  and  Vn/oo  iivrrM, 
and  rrliiriMd.  IVIaiiy  ofliis  loriiicr  (oiiipanioiiH  liwd 
di<<d;  Ni'vornl  lind  ninovrd  Io  a  diHlaii'c;  ni.tny  tiiid 
^I'owii  old ;  and  all  had  paMHi d  dial  period  ol'  hir, 
wlini  nirii  arc  vvillin^  Io  riictainlrr  llic  daii^^riH  and 
liardHhipH  alicnihii^  lla^  sclih'nicnl  of  a  wild«-rn(  n^, 
iindrr  a  dillrrrni  4-liinai<%  and  al  llir  dihianrr  ol  u 
dioiisiilid  iiiilrs  Tnan  llinr  Iioiim'M.  After  a  nhori  Hiay 
in  ( 'Oiincclieiil,  hcdr|iarlrd,  Willi  hiKi'ldeht  hoii  and 
a  li'W  IVifiidK,  widi  whom  lir  Hoon  loriiMd  a  HetilcriHiil, 
iirar  Vovi  I'aiiiiiiin'f  in  iln?  dmrrirj  oriNaudu/. 

Opni  linslililicN  hroKcoiil,  iJiIh  year,  in  iIk;  rrailrst 
which  leniiinalt^d  hy  die  Hcvcrance  ol  ihirleen  liriliKli 
provinrcH  from  die  niodier  coiinlry  On  die  ^^Olliol" 
April,  lIniinililiaor.VlassaclinKrtls  roiit«d  a  hody  oln;- 
^j^ulars  at  licxin^ion.  In  ihf^  rriondi  ol'  Mav,  the  Ame- 
rica lis  posKcssed  dieniHelvcH,  hy  surprise,  ol'liconde- 
ro^a ;  and  the  fortress  (d' C/Vowii-poini  siirn;ndered 
to  ihein  soon  after.  On  the  first  of  June,  eontrrej-K 
appointf'd  <ieor^e.  Washington  coiiimander-in-cliief 
of  all  ihe  lorees  ol  ditr  united  colonies;  and  he  pro- 
ceeded iiiiinodiati'ly  to  die  viciniiy  ol  JJosion,  whcjr. 
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fhe  regular  Jinny  and  the  militia  of  New-England 
kept  the  royji I  forces  in  cJH'ck,  and  obtained  a  deci- 
sive advantage  onihe  seventeenth  of  June,  at  Breed*tJ 
Hill. 

Jn  the  meanwhile,  the  proviari;'!  eongresses  had 
organised  their  miUtia,  and  raised  a  lew  bodies  of  re- 
gular troops. 

Part  of  the  force  of  New- York,  and  the  adjacent 
provinces,  under  generals  Woosier  and  Montgomery, 
marched  into  Canada,  and  took  possession  of  Chain- 
bly,  St.  Johns,  and  Montreal,  during  the  months  of 
October  and  November.  (jJeneral  Arnold,  with 
some  troops  from  Connecticut,  crossed  the  wilderness 
and  formed  a  junction  with  Wooster  and  Montgom- 
ery, on  the  right  bank  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  op- 
posite to  Quebec;  and  crossing  the  stream,  they 
made  an  unsuccessful  attack  upon  the  town,  in  which 
Montgomery  fell,  on  the  thirty-first  day  of  Decem- 
ber. 


I^!i 


The  ordinary  alcades,  for  the  year  1776,  were 
D'Eriionville  and  Livaudais. 

Olivier  de  Vezin  took  his  seaf,  in  the  Cabildo,  as 
perpetual  regidor  and  principal  provincial  alcade; 
Labarre  de  la  Cestiere,  as  a  perpetual  regidor  and 
alguazil  mayor ;  the  Chevalier  de  Clapion,  as  a  per- 
petual regidor  and  receiver  of  fines;  and  Forstall,  as 
perpetual  regidor. 

Don  Bernardo  de  Galvez  succeeded  Estacheria  in 
the  command  of  the  regiment  of  Louisiana. 

There  were,  at  this  period, a  number  of  merchants 
from  Boston,  New- York  and  Philadelphia,  in  New- 
Orleans:  they  were  all  well  disposed  towards  the 
American  cause.  Oliver  Pollock  was  the  most 
conspicuous.    They  had  procured  a  good  supply  of 
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arms  and  ammunition  for  the  settlers  of  the  wes- 
tern part  of  Pennsylvania,  which  was  dehvc nd  lo 
colonel  <iihson,  who  «ame  from  Pittshurjih  lor  it. 
This  had  heen  done  with  the  knowh  dge  ol  the  e<tIo- 
nial  government,  who  gave  Konie  assiiatanee  to  the 
colonel. 

Unzaga  received  the  appointment  of  rnptnin-ge- 
neral  of  Carnccas.  He  was  much  r«  gretied  in  Lou- 
isiana. His  mihl  administration  hiid  <jtd(^recl  him 
to  the  colonists.  He  had  overlooked  the  hreaeli  of  the 
commercial  and  fiscal  laws  of  Spain,  hy  the  JJritish, 
who  had  entirely  engrossed  the  eonunerceot  i\w  pro- 
vince. They  had  introduced  a coiisidcrahle  number 
of  slaves,  and  by  ih«  great  aid  they  af1ord<'d  to  plan- 
ters, had  (;nubh'd  mostof  th<>m  to  extend  their  estab- 
lishments to  a  degree  hitherto  unknown  in  the  pro- 
vince, and  others  to  tbrm  new  ones.  By  the  timely 
exercise  of  coercion  against  the  dishonest  and  indo- 
lent, he  had  checked  the  profligacy  of  those  who 
misused  die  facilities  which  British  traders  afforded, 
and  compelled  Uiem  to  reduce  or  surrender  estab- 
lishments which  they  were  unable  to  sustain.  His 
conduct,  in  this  respect,  tho'  not  absolutely  approved 
by  the  king^s  ministers,  did  not  deprive  him  of  the 
confidence  of  his  sovereign.  His  promotion  fully 
proved  this.  Widiout  this  illicit  trade,  Louisiana 
must  have  remained  an  insignificant  province. 

The  British  army  evacuated  Boston  on  the  seven- 
teenth of  March,  and  Washington  led  his  to  New- 
York.  The  united  colonies  proclaimed  their  inde- 
pendence on  the  fourth  of  July.  The  royal  land 
and  naval  forces  reached  Staten  Island,  near  New- 
York,  eight  days  after.  The  army  landed  on  Long 
Island  on  the  twenfy-^rroiid,  and  five  days  after,  re- 
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pulsed  the  Americans  at  Brooklyn.  General  Wayh- 
ington  abandoned  die  city  of  New- York  in  Sef)tein- 
ber,  leading  his  force  up  North  river,  which  he  cross- 
ed on  the  thirteenth  of  November,  and  had  some  suc- 
cess in  Trenton. 
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'^         CHAPTER  III  • 

Don  Bernard  de  Gnlvez. — Don  Dkgo  J.  Na- 
varro.— Commercial  regvlations. — Captain  Wil- 
jh  —Counties  of  Illinois  and  Washington. — 
Battles  of  Princeton  and  Brandytcine. — Phila- 
delphia taken. — Battle  of  Germantowti. — Sur- 
render of  Burgoyne, — Migrations  from  the 
Canary  islands — Royal  schedule. — Vincennes 
tah'v. — French .  treaty. — Philadelphia  evacna- 
ted, — Savannah  taketi — Don  Di^go  D.  del  Po- 
tigo. — Migration  from  Malaga. — War  between 
Great  Britain^  France  and  Spain. — Galrez^s 
success  at  Manchac. — Baton  Rouge  and  Natch- 
ez.— Hurricane. — First  settlement  on  ( 'umber- 
lantl  river. — Mobile  tfiken. — Attack  on  St.  Louis. 
— Charleston  taken. — Don  Juan  M  de  Cagiga. 

— Sifge  of  Pensacola. 

.   ,  '■« 

By  a  royal  schoduln,  of  the  tenth  of  July,  1776, 
Unziiga  hud  heeii  directed  to  surrender,  provisional- 
ly, (he  government  and  intendancy  of  Louisiana,  on 
his  departure  for  the  province  of  Caraceas,  to  Don 
Bernard  deGalvez,  colonel  of  the  regiment  of  Lou*- 
isiana.  This  gen  leman  hi.d  powerful  friends.  His 
uncle,  Don  Joseph  de  Galvcz,  was  president  of  the 
council  of  the  Indies;  and  his  father,  Don  Mathias 
de  Galvez,  vice-roy  of  New  Spain.  He  entered  on 
the  duties  of  his  office  on  the  first  of  January,  1777. 

The  ordinary  alcades,  for  this  year,  were  Forstall 
and  the  Chevalier  de  ViHiexs.  '^ 
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Don  Diego  Joseph  Navarro  succeeded  the  Mar- 
quis de  la  Torre,  as  captain-general  of  the  island  of 
Cuba  and  province  of  Louisiana. 

15ya  royal  schedule  of  the  month  of  March,  the  duty 
of  four  per  cent,  on  the  exportation  of  colonial  produce 
frosn  Louisiana,  was  reduced  to  two. 

The  commerce  of  the  province  was  encouraged 
by  the  permission  given  to  vessels  from  the  French 
West  India  Islands  to  come  in  ballast  to  the  Missis- 
sippi, and  take,  at  New-Orleans  or  on  the  plantations, 
the  produce  of  the  country,  paying  dierefor  in  specie, 
bills  of  exchange,  or  Guinea  negroes.  The  introduc- 
tion of  negroes  horn,  or  who  had  remained  some 
time  in  the  islands,  was  already  considered  as  dan- 
gerous, and  had  been  prohibited.  Vessels  from  Louisi- 
ana were  also  permitted  to  bring  from  the  island  of 
Cuba,  or  Campeachy,  produce  or  European  goods. 
Agriculture  was  also  encouraged  by  an  order  to  the 
colonial  govern inent,  to  purchase,  for  the  king^s  ac- 
count, all  the  tobacco  raised  in  the  colony. 

This  year,  several  large  canoes  came  from  Fort 
Pitt  to  New-Orleans,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  the 
munitions  of  war  which  had  been  collected  for  the 
use  of  the  United  States,  by  Oliver  Pollock,  probably 
with  die  aid,  but  certainly  with  the  knowledge  of 
Galvez.  Captain  Willing,  of  Philadelphia,  who 
came  in  one  of  these  bo^ts,  visited  the  British  settle- 
ments on  the  Mississippi,  and  some  of  his  companions 
crossed  the  lakes  to  Mobile,  with  the  view  to  induce 
the  inhabitants  to  raise  the  striped  banner,  and  join 
their  countrymen  in  die  struggle  for  freedom.  The 
people  of  both  the  Fldridas,  liowvver,  remained  sted- 
fast  in  their  attachment  to  die  royal  cause.  Perhaps 
those  on  the  Mississippi  nnd  in  Mobile  were  deterred 
by  tlie  late  tragedy  in  New-Orleans.    The  thin  and 
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sparse  population  of  both  the  Floridas,  their  distance 
,i  from  the  provinces  engaged  in  the  war,  and  the  con- 
3  sequent  difficulty  of  receiving  any  assistance   from 

them,  influenced  the  conduct  of  the  inhabitants. 

The  militia  of  the  western  part  of  the  state  of  Vir- 
ginia, made  several  very  suci^essful  incursions  into 
the  country  to  the  west  of  the  Ohio,  and  on  the  banks 
of  the  Mississippi.     They  possessed    themselves   of 
Kaskaskia,  and  some  other  posts  on  that  stream.  By 
an    act    of  the    legislature,  these  were  afterwards 
erected  into  a  county  called  Illinois.     A  regiment  of 
infantry  and  a  troop  of  horse  were  raised  for  its  pro- 
tection,and  placed  under  the  command  ofCol.  Clark. 
The  limits  of  the  former  province   of  Carolina 
to  the  west,  were  fixed,  in  the  charter  of  Charles  the 
second,  on  the  Pacific  ocean.    By  the  treaty  between 
Great  Britain  and  France,  the  Mississippi  was  given 
to  North  Carolina,  as  its  western  limit.    By  the  pro- 
[  clamation  of  1763,  George  the  third  had  forbidden 
any  settlement  of  white  people  to   the  west  of  the 
mountains.    Nevertheless,  a  considerable  number  of 
emigrants  from  North    Carolina    had  removed   to 
the   banks   of  the  Watauga,   one    of    the    bran- 
ches of  the  Holston.    They  had  increased  to  such 
a  degree,    that    in    1776,  their  claim  to    represen- 
tation in  the  convention  that  formed  the  constitution 
was  admitted.     This  year,  they  were  formed  into  a 
county  which  had  the  Mississippi  for    its  western 
boundary. 

The  erection  of  that  county  by  the  state  of  North 
Carolina,  and  that  of  the  county  of  Illinois  by  the 
state  of  Virginia,  are  the  first  instances  of  measures 
taken  to  extend  the  execution  of  the  laws  of  the  Ame- 
rican states  to  the  banks  of  the  Mi^^sissippi. 
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Washington  was  successful  in  an  attack  near 
Princeton,  on  the  twelfth  of  January.  The  British 
army  landed  on  the  banks  of  Elk  river,  and  repulsed 
the  Americans  at  Brandywine  on  the  eleventh  of 
September,  and  soon  after  entered  Philadelphia. 
The  America'is  were  again  unsuccessful  at  German- 
town  on  the  fourth  of  October;  but  these  misfortunes 
were  in  some  degree  compensated  by  their  success  in 
the  north,  aid  tiie  surrender  of  the  British  army 
under  Burgoyne,  at  Saratoga,  on  the  twentieth. 

The  ordinary  alcades  for  the  year  1778,  were  Na- 
varro and  Dufossat. 

During  the  month  of  January,  captain  Willing 
made  a  second  visit  to  New-Orleans.  Oliver  Pol- 
k>ck  now  acted  openly  as  the  agent  of  the  Americans, 
with  the  countenance  of  Galvez,  who  now,  and  at 
subsequent  periods,  afforded  them  an  aid  of  upwards 
of  seventy  thousand  dollars  out  of  the  royiil  treasury. 
By  this  means,  the  posts  occupied  by  the  mihtia  of 
Virginia  on  the  Mississippi,  and  the  frontier  inhabit- 
ants of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  were  supplied  with 
arms  and  ammunition.  New  hands  were  engaged  to 
TOW  up  the  boats;  and  Willing,  with  most  of  the  men 
who  had  come  down,  about  fifty  in  number,  engaged 
in  a  predatory  excursion  against  the  British  planters 
Oil  the  Mississippi.  They  proceeded  to  bayou  Man- 
^rJiac,  where  they  captured  a  small  vessel  wjiioh  they 
found  at  anchor.  They  went  in  her  to  Baton  Rouge, 
stopping  on  their  way  at  several  plantations,  where 
tkey  sat  fire  to  the  houses  and  carried  off* the  slaves. 

On  hearing  of  their  approach,  the  British  planters, 
on  the  left  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  crossed  the  stream 
with  their  slaves  and  most  valuable  efiects.  The  in- 
habitants  were   so  few  and  so  scattered,  that   they 
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were  imable  to  make  any  effectual  resistnncc  to  the 
inviidcrs,  who  proceeded  as  far  as  Natchez,  laying 
waste  the  plantations,  destroying  the  stork,  burning 
the  houses,  and  taking  off  such  slaves  as  remained. 

Although  the  government  and  people  of  Louisiana 
were  well  disposed  towards  the  United  States,  this 
cruel,  wanton,  and  unprovoked  conduct  towards 
a  helpless  community,  was  viewed  with  great  indig- 
nation and  horror,  much  increased  by  the  eircum- 
siance  of  Willing  having  been  hospitably  received 
and  entertained,  the  preceding  year,  in  several  hou- 
ses which  he  now  committed  to  ibe  flames! 

The  province  now  received  a  considerable  acces- 
sion of  population,  by  the  arrival  of  a  number  of  fami- 
lies, brought  over  at  the  king's  expense,  from  the 
Canary  islands.  A  part  of  them  formed  a  nev\  settle- 
ment at  the  Terre-aux-Boeufs,  below  New-Orleans, 
under  the  order  of  MarignydeMandevi  lie;  a  part  wns 
located  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Amite,  behind  Baton 
Rouge,  under  the  order  of  St.  Maxent,  and  formed 
the  settlement  of  Galveztown:  the  rest  formed  that 
of  Valenzuela,  on  Bayou  Lafourche. 

A  house  was  built  for  each  family,  and  a  church 
in  each  settlement.  They  were  supplied  with  eatde, 
fowls  and  farming  utensils;  rations  were  furnished 
them  for  a  period  of  four  years  out  of  the  king's 
stores,  and  considerable  pecuniary  assistance  was  al- 
so afforded  to  them. 

By  a  royal  schedule  of  the  fourth  of  May,  the  in- 
demnity to  be  paid  to  owners  of  slaves  condemned  to 
death,  perpetual  labour,  or  transportation,  or  killed 
in  the  attempt  to  arrest  them,  when  runaway,  was 
fixed  at  two  hundred  dollars  a  head ;  but  in  the  lat- 
ter case,  the  indemnity  was  due,  only,  to  those  who 
had  previously  consented  to  pay  a  proportion  of  the 
price  of  slaves  thus,  killed. 
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On  the  twentieth  of  April,  Galvez  issued  a  procla- 
mation, by  wliith,  owing  to  the  distresses  of  the  times, 
and  the  difficuhy  of  disposing  of  the  produce  of  the 
province,  he  permitted  its  exportation  to  any  of  the 
ports  of  France ;  and  by  another  proclamation,  on 
the  seventeenth,  the  permission  was  extended  to 
any  port  of  the  United  States. 

Tlie  king  made,  on  the  eighteenth  of  October,  new 
regulations  for  the  commerce  of  his  American  do- 
minions, and  particularly  for  that  of  Louisiana.  Con- 
sidering it  necessary,  to  his  service,  to  encourage  the 
trad*?  of  that  province,  and  to  increase  its  prosperity, 
he  directed  that  vessels  from  New-Orleans  should 
no  longer  be  restricted  to  sail  for  one  of  the  six  ports 
to  which  they  had  been  restricted,  but  might  sail  to 
any  of  the  other  ports  of  the  peninsula,  to  which  the 
commerce  of  the  Indies  was  permitted.  The  expor- 
tation of  furs  and  peltries  from  Louisiana  was  at  the 
same  time  encouraged,  by  an  exemption  from  duty 
during  a  period  often  years;  but  in  the  re-exporta- 
tion from  Spain  the  ordinary  duty  was  to  be  paid. 

Two  royal  schedules  were  this  year  published  in 
Louisiana.  By  the  first,  the  introduction  or  reading 
of  a  book  written  by  Mercier,  entitled  Van  Devx 
Ml'leQuaireCentQuarante,  was  prohibited ;  and  the 
governor  was  ordered  to  cause  every  copy  of  it 
found  in  the  province  to  be  seized  and  destroyed. 
The  other  schedule  was  to  the  same  effect,  in  regard 
to  Robertson's  history  of  America.  Mercier's  book 
had  been  condeumed  by  the  Inquisition,  and  the 
king  said  he  had  just  reason  to  prohibit  Robertson's 
being  read  in  his  American  dominions. 

There  were,  at  this  period,  a  considerable  numbet 
of  individuals  from  the  United  States  and  West 
nnd  East  Florida  and  Nova  Scotia,  in  New-Orleang. 
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They  were  all  required  to  take  an  oaih  of  fidelity  to 
the  king  of  Spain  during  iheir  nsideiice  in  his  domin- 
ions, or  depart.  Jt  appears  the  oath  was  taken  by 
eighty-three  individuals. 

Colonel  Hamilton,  who  commanded  at  the  British 
posi  at  Detroit, came  this  yenr  to  Vinrennes,  on  ihe 
iVahash,  with  about  six  hundred  men,  chiefly  In- 
dians, with  a  view  to  an  expedition  agninst  Knskas- 
kia,  and  up  the  Ohio  as  far  as  Fort  Pitf,  and  ihc 
baok  settlements  of  Virginia.  Coloiiel  Clark  heard, 
from  a  trader  who  came  down  from  Vinconnes  to 
Kaskaskia,  that  Hamilton,  not  intending  to  take  the 
field  until  spriiig,  had  sent  most  of  his  force  to  block 
up  iheOhio,  orio  harass  the  frontier  settK^^rs,  kcsep- 
ing  at  Vinceimts  sixty  K>ldiers  only,  with  three  pi^cts 
of  cannon  and  some  swivels.  T!  he  resolution  was  im- 
mediately taken  to  improve  the  favoumble  opportu- 
nity f>r averting  ihe  impending  danger;  and  Clark 
accordingly  despatched  a  small  galley,  n:ounting  two 
four  pounders  and  four  swivels,  on  board  of  which 
he  put  a  company  of  soldiers,  with  orders  to  pursue 
her  way  up  the  Wabash,  and  anchor  a  few  miles  be- 
low Vincennes,  suffering  nothing  to  pass  her.  He 
now  sat  off  with  one  hutidred  and  twenty  men,  the 
whole  force  he  could  command,  and  marched  to- 
wards Vincennes.  They  were  five  days  in  crossing 
the  low  lands  of  the  Wabash,  in  the  neighbourhood 
ofVincennes,  after  having  spent  sixty  in  crossing 
the  wilderness,  wading  for  several  nights  up  to  their 
bretists  in  water.  Appearing  suddenly  before  the 
town,  they  surprised  and  took  it.  Hamilton  for  a 
while  defended  the  fort,  but  was  at  lasi  compelled  to 
surrender. 

The  prospects  of  the  United  States  had  been  much 
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brightened,  on  the  recognition  of  their  independence 
by  France,  and  tiie  conclusion  of  a  treaty  ofalliaiine 
and  commerce  with  that  puwer,  on  the  sixth  of  Fc- 
bruary. 

In  the  summer,  the  British  evacuated  Philadel- 
phia, and  marched  through  the  state  of  Jersey  to 
New- York.  A  large  detachment  of  it  invad(^d  the 
coast  of  the  state  of  Georgia,  and  took  possession  of 
Savannah. 

The  cabildo  made  choice  ofPiernasand  Duver- 
ger  as  ordinary  alcades,  on  the  first  of  January, 
1779. 

'  Toutant  de  Beauregard  took  his  seat  in  that  body 
as  a  perpetunl  regidor  and  principal  provincial  al- 
cade ;  and  Mazange  succeeded  Garic  as  clerk. 

Don  Juan  Dorotheo  del  Portege  succeeded  Odo- 
ardo  in  the  office  of  auditor  of  war  and  assessor  of 
government. 

According  to  the  order  made  the  last  year,  eigh- 
ty-seven individuals  from  the  United  Stntes,  or  Brit- 
ish provinces,  took  a  temporary  oath  of  fidelity  to  the 
Catholic  king. 

The  province,  this  year,  received  another  accession 
of  population,  by  the  arrival  ofa  number  of  families 
brought  over,  at  the  king's  expense,  from  Malaga. 
They  were  treated  as  favourably  as  those  who 
came,  in  the  preceding  year,  from  the  Canary  islands^ 
It  appears,  from  documents  extant,  that  some  heads 
of  families  receivad,  be  sides  a  grant  ofland,  in  cattle, 
rations,  pecuniary  and  other  aid,  between  three  and 
four  thousand  dollars.  They  were  sent  to  form  a 
settlement  on  bayou  Teche,  in  the  district  of 
the  Atakapas,  under  the  order  of  Bouligny. 
The  place  was  called  New-iberia.    The  industry  of 
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die  new  comers  was  at  first  directed  to  the  culture  of 
flax  and  hcm|) ;  but  without  success. 

At  the  same  fune,  the  king  sent  a  spiritual  relief 
to  the  province,  consisting  of  six  capuchin  friars;  one 
of  whom,  at  this  day,  remains  in  the  exercise  of  his 
pastoral  functions,  its  curate  of  the  parish  of  St.  Louis 
in  the  city  of  New-Orleans. 

The  small  pox  made  great  havock  «n  New-Orleans 
and  on  the  plantations,  above  and  beiow. 

Great  Britain  had  considered  the  recognition  of 
the  independence  of  the  United  States  by  France,  the 
treaty  of  alliance  and  commerce  which  she  had  con- 
cluded with  them,  and  the  succour  which  she  had  af- 
folded  them, as  equivalent  to  a   declaration  of  war; 
and  hostilities  had  actually  begun,  when  Spain  offer- 
ed her  mediation,  and  proposed  a  general  peace  for 
a  term  of  years,  with  a  meeting  of  the  ministers  of  the 
belligerent  powers  at  Madrid,  to  which  those  of  the 
United  States  were  to  be  admitted,  and  treated  as 
the  representatives  of  an  independent  people.    Altho* 
it  was  not  insisted  that  the  king   of  Great  Britain 
should  formally  recognise  his  fori ner  subjects  as  inde- 
pendent, it  was  understood  that  they  should  be  so  de 
facto,  and  absolutely  separated  from  the  empire  of 
Great  Britain.     On  the  declaration  by  the  cabinet  of 
St.  James,  that  no  negociation  would  be  entered  into 
with  the  United  States,  even  under  the  modifications 
proposed,  the  Catholic  king  determined  on   taking  a 
part  in  the  war,  and  ordered  his  ambassador  at  Lon- 
don to  deliver  a  rescript,  in  which,  after  reciting  sev- 
eral grounds  of  complaint,  he  declared  his  sovereign's 
determination  to  use  every  means  in   his    power   to 
obtain  justice.     The  ambassador  left  London  without 
taking  leave ;  and  letters  of   marque  and   reprisals 
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again$)t  the  ships  and  subjects  of  Spain  were  immedi- 
ately issued. 

On  the  eighth  of  May,  war  was  declared  by 
Spain;  and  on  the  eighth  of  July,  a  royal  schedule 
wa»  issued,  authorising  the  king's  subjects  in  the  In- 
dia's to  Uike  part  in  it,  the  latter  document  reciting 
that  the  king  of  Great  iJritain  had  sought  to  indemni- 
fy himself,  tor  the  loss  of  his  American  provinces,  by 
the  seizure  of  those  of  Spain,  having,  by  various  ar- 
tifices, endeavoured  to  raise  up  new  enemies  against 
her,  among  the  Indian  nations  in  Florida,  whom  he 
had  induced  to  eonspire  against  the  king's  innocent 
vassals  in  Louisiana. 

With  the  official  account  of  die  rupture,  Galvez, 
who  had  hitherto  exercised  the  functions  of  governor 
'pro  tempore,  received  the  king's  commission  of  go- 
vernor and  inteadant.  He  immediately  thought  of  the 
attack  of  the  British  possessions  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, and  convened  a  council  of  war  to  deliberate  on 
it.  The  proposition  was  rejected,  and  the  council 
recommended  that,  until  a  reinforcement  could  be 
obtained  from  Havana,  defensive  measures  should  be 
alone  resorted  ta 

Impatient  of  the  state  of  inaction  to  which  the  deter- 
mination o^  the  council  condemned  him,  the  chief 
endeavoured  to  collect  a  body  of  men  sufficient  to 
justify  hinv  in  taking  on  himself  the  responsibility  of 
acting  in  opposition  to  the  opinion  of  iiis  le^al  advi- 
sers. There  were  a  number  of  men  from  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  and  near  New-Orleans,  who  offered 
their  services.  The  militia  volunteered  theirs,  in 
this  manner,  with  the  regular  force  and  many  of  the 
pcjople  of  colour,  an  army  of  about  fourteen  hundred 
men  wl.s  collected.  The  fatigue  of  a  forced  mareii 
and  the  diseases  incident  to  the  climate  towards  the 
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etid  of  the  summer,  considerably  reduced  this  force 
before  they  n'ached  Fort  Bute,  on  bayou  Manchac, 
which  was  taken  by  assault  on  the  seventh  day  of 
September,  within  less  than  sixty  days  from  the  date 
of  the  royal  schedule  audiorising  the  king^s  Ameri- 
can subjects  to  take  part  in  the  war. 

The  army  marched,  without  loss  of  time,  to  Baton 
Rouge.  Colonel  Diekson  had  there  a  garrison 
of  little  more  than  four  hundred  British  soldiers  and 
one  hundred  militia.  He  was  well  supplied  with 
arms,  ammunition  and  provisions;  but  the  fort  was 
in  ruins,  and  his  men  sickly.  He  was  not,  however, 
to  be  surprised  by  a  coup  de  main.  Galvez  imme- 
diati'ly  invested  the  fort,  and  began  with  the  erection 
of  batteries,  on  which  he  mounted  his  heavy  ord- 
nance. In  two  hours  and  a  half  after  the  cannonade 
began,  on  the  twenty-first  of  September,  Dickson 
proposed  a  capitulation,  which  was  soon  after  agreed 
to.  The  honors  of  war  were  accorded  to  the  garrison, 
and  they  were  made  prisoners'.  The  surrendtr  of 
fort  Panmure,  at  Natchez,  and  two  small  posts, 
one  on  Amite  river  and  the  other  on  Thompson 
creek,  were  included  in  the  capitulation.  Don  Car- 
los de  Grandpre  was  left  in  command  at  Baton 
Rouge,  with  two  ofliicers  under  him  at  fort  Bute  and 
fort  Panmure,  and  the  army  marched  back  to  New- 
Orleans. 

Julien  Poydras,  (a  gentleman  who  after^vards  be- 
came conspicuous  by  his  great  wealth  and  his 
services  in  congress,  and  the  territorial  and  state  le- 
gislatures) celebrated  the  achievement  of  Galvez  in 
a  small  poem,  in  the  French  language,  which  was 
prmted  and  circulated  at  the  king's  expense. 

The  elements  were  not  so  favourable  to  Louisiana, 
as  the  G(id  of  war.    A  hurricane  desolated  it  in  the 
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fjill,  and  ihe  smnll-pox,  the  ravages  of  which  were  not 
yvt  lessened  by  innornlation  or  vnccinntioii,  made 
niucii  havork  in  the  city  and  its  neighbourhood. 

The  nrms  of  the  United  States  were  not  as  sncress- 
fuloiidie  shores  of  the  Atlantic,  as  those  ot  Spji in 
were  on  the  bonks  of  the  Mississippi.  During  the 
summer,  the  Americnns  made  an  irruption,  under 
General  Howe,  into  the  provinee  of  East  Florida, 
and  the  diseases  incident  to  (he  climate  at  that  season 
of  the  year,  proved  fatal  to  a  considerable  part  of  the 
forces.  An  unsuccesvsful  attempt  was  also  made,  dur- 
ing the  winter,  to  dislotlge  the  English  from  Sa- 
vannah. 

Congress,  availing  themselves  of  the  rupture  be- 
tween Spain  and  Great  Britain,  sent  a  minister  to 
Madrid  to  negotiate  a  treaty.  He  was  particularly 
instructed  to  insist  on  their  right  to  the  navigation  of 
the  Mississippi,  as  far  as  the  sea. 

The  claim  was  opposed  by  Spain,  and  discounte- 
nanced by  France.  The  minister  of  France,  at  Phi- 
ladelphia, had  urged  that  his  sovereign  was  anxious 
to  see  the  independence  of  the  United  States  acknow- 
ledged by  Spain,  and  a  treaty  of  alliance  and  com- 
merce entered  into  by  these  powers ;  and  he  had  re- 
commended to  the  consideration  of  congress  several 
matters  which  the  Catholic  king  viewed  as  highly 
important.  These  were  the  rip^hts  of  Spain  to  the 
exclusive  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  and  to  the 
possession  of  both  the  Floridas,  and  all  the  territory 
from  the  left  bank  of  the  stream  to  the  back  setUe- 
ments  of  the  former  British  provinces,  according  to 
the  proclamation  of  1763.  It  was  contended  that 
no  part  of  the  territory,  thus  claimed,  was  included 
within  the  limits  of  any  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
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whn'e  of  it,  with  the  Floridufl,  was  a  ))OMe4>8Kion  of 
th<;  British  crown,  and  ronsc4]U(>ndy  a  logitiniad'  ol)- 
jert  ugaiuHt  which  the  (>utholic  king  might  direct 
his  anus,  widi  u    view  to  its  permanent  ac(juisition. 
It  was  sugi^i'sied  that  it  was  expected  hy  the  cabinet 
of  Madrid,  that  congrcHti  would  prohibit  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  southern  states  from  making  any  attempt 
towards  settling  or  conquering  this  portion  of  terri- 
tory,    'i'ho  minister  r4>nclude(]  that  the  United  Stales 
possessing  no  territory  beyond  the  mountains,  except 
the  postt)  ot  Kaskaskia  and  a  f<;w  odiers,  from  whi(;ii 
they    had    momentarily   driven  the  British,    would 
view  the  navigation  of  tJie  Mississippi  as  an  uninqior- 
t.itit  object,  in  comparison  with  the    recognition   of 
their  independence  by,  and    an   alliance  with  Spain. 
The  late  declaration  of  war  by  Spain,  and  die  hostili- 
ties commenced  byGalvez,  an  account  of  which  was 
received  at  IMiiladelphia  while  congress  wa?  delibe- 
rating on  the  communication  of  die  Frencii  minister, 
had,  it  is  iM'iieved,  considerable  influence  in  Uie  sub- 
se(]uent  determination  of  diat  body    to   insist  on  the 
claim. 

This  year,  a  number  of  French  hunters,  {eoureurs 
tie  bois,)  who  had  strayed  to  the  banks  of  die  Cum- 
berland river,  built  a  few  cabins  on  a  spot  soon  after 
called  die  Blufl^and  since  known  as  the  one  on  which 
the  town  of  Nashville  stands.  It  is  situated  within 
the  limits  then  claimed  by  the  state  of  North  Caroli- 
na, in  her  constitution,  and  within  the  territory  after- 
wards coded  by  that  slate  to  the  United  Stiites.  The 
surrounding  country  was  inhabited  by  Indians  only; 
and  the  nearest  settlement  of  whites  was  on  the 
banks  of  the  Watauga,  one  of  the  brj^iches  of  the 
Tennessee  river,  at  the  distance  of  several  hundred 
miles. 
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Panis  and  Duverger  were  the  ordinary  alcades  for 
the  year  178(). 

Galvez^s  success  at  Manchac  and  Baton  Rouge 
was  now  rewarded  by  a  commission  of  brigadier- 
general 

Having  received  some  reinforcement  from  Ha- 
vana, he  left  New-Orleans,  early  in  January,  with  a 
larger  force  than  that  which  he  had  led  to  Baton 
Rouge  during  the  preceding  year.  His  object  was 
the  reduction  of  Fort  Charlotte,  on  the  Mobile  river. 
He  was  overtaken  on  the  gulf  by  a  storm,  by  which 
one  of  his  armed  vessels  was  stranded.  His  troops 
were  exposed  to  great  danger,  and  a  part  of  his  pro- 
visions and  ammunition  was  either  totally  spoiled  or 
rendered  unfit  for  use  for  some  time.  He  succeeded 
at  last  in  landing  his  army,  artillery,  military  stores, 
and  provisions,  on  the  eastern  point  of  Mobile 
river. 

Had  General  Campbell,  who  was  at  Pensacola 
with  a  considerable  force,  sallied  out  and  attacked 
the  invaders,  their  defeat  would  have  been  inevi- 
table. Galvez  was  so  conscious  of  his  perilous  situ- 
ation, that  he  made  some  preparations  for  a  march 
by  land  to  New-Orleans,  leaving  his  baggage  and 
artillery  behind.  He,  however,  determined  on  pro- 
ceeding to  the  fort,  and  was  indebted,  for  his  success, 
to  the  supineness  of  the  enemy. 

On  his  arnval,  he  erected  six  batteries,  which  soon 
effected  a  breach  in  the  walls  of  the  fort,  the  com- 
mandant of  which  capitulated  on  the  fourteenth  of 
March. 

General  Campbell  arrived  a  few  days  after,  with 
a  force  that  would  have  been  sufficient  to  have  pre- 
vented the  capture  of  the  fort,  but  which,  now  ih.it  it 
was  in  the  possession  of  the  Spaniards,  became  useless. 
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Gfilvez,  on  his  return  to  New-Orleaii8,  determined 
on  the  attack  of  Pcnsacola ;  but  the  force  he  coultl 
ctwnmund  was  insufficient,  and  he  sent  an  officer  to 
the  captain-general  to  sohcit  a  reinforcement.  His 
mj^ssengcr  returned  with  the  promise  of  one.  Im- 
patient of  the  delay,  he  sailed  for  Havana,  in  order 
to  hasten  the  intendetl  succour.  Having  obtained 
troops,  artillery  and  ammunition,  he  sailed  on  the  six- 
tei'nth  of  October ;  but,  on  the  succeeding  day,  some 
of  his  transports  foundered  in  a  storm,  and  the  rest 
wore  dispersed.  He  collected  and  brought  them 
back  lo  Havann,on  the  sixteenth  of  November. 

In  the  fidi,  the  British  commanding  officer  at  Mi- 
chilimackinac,  with  about  one  hundred  and  forty 
men  from  his  gurrison,  and  near  fourteen  hundred 
Indians,  attacked  the  Spanish  post  at  St.  Louis;  but 
colonel  Clark,  who  was  still  at  Kaskaskia,  came  lo 
its  relief  The  Indians  who  came  from  Michili- 
mackinac,  having  no  idea  of  fighting  any  but  Span- 
iards, refused  to  act  against  Americans,  and  com- 
plained of  having  been  deceived.  Clark  released 
about  fifty  prisoners  that  had  been  made,  and  the 
enemy  made  the  best  of  his  way  home. 

The  minister  of  the  United  States  at  Madrid  failed 
in  his  negotiation,  and  their  independence  was  not 
acknowledged  by  Spain. 

The  British  army  was  this  year  successful  in  South 
Carolina.  Charleston  surrendered  on  the  twelfth  of 
May.  Tarleton  routed,  soon  after,  a  party  of  Ame- 
ricnnft  under  Buford,  near  the  souihern  boundary  of 
North  Carolina.  Gates  was  defeated  at  Camden  on 
the  sixteenth  of  August,  and  Sumpter,  on  the  Cataw- 
ba, on  the  eigJiteenth.  After  this,  Lord  Cornwallis 
invaded  the  state  of  North  Carolina. 
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Don  Juan  Manuel  dc  Cagigal  succeeded,  during 
the  year  1781,  Navarro,  as  captain-general  of  tlie 
island  of  Cuba  and  the  province  of  Louisiana. 

Galvez  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  mariscal  dc 
camp.  The  attention  he  had  to  give  to  nnhtary 
concerns  leaving  him  no  time  to  be  bestowed  on  the 
fiscal,  Don  Martin  Navarro,  the  contador,  was 
appointed  Intendant,  and  Don  Manuel  Serano  aKS('s«> 
sor  of  the  intendancy.  Don  Antonio  Lopez  de  At' 
mesto  received  the  appointment  of  secretary  of 
government,  which  he  held  until  the  cession. 

Galvez  left  Havana  for  Pensacola  on  the  twenty- 
eighth  of  February,  witli  a  man  of  war,  two  frigates, 
and  several  transports,  on  board  of  which  were  four- 
teen hundred  and  fifteen  soldiers,  a  competent  train 
of  artillery,  and  abundance  of  ammunition.  The  fleet 
was  commanded  by  Don  Joseph  Cabro  de  Irazabal. 

On  the  ninth  of  March,  he  landed  his  troops,  ord- 
nance and  military  stores  on  the  island  of  St.  Rosa, 
and  on  the  next  day,  erected  a  battery  to  support  the 
fleet  on  its  passage  over  the  bar.  The  attempt  to 
cross  it  was  made  on  the  eleventh ;  but  the  coinnuw 
dore^s  ship  having  got  aground,  it  was  abandon*  d.  On 
the  next  day,  Galvez  wrote  to  Irazabal,  expressing 
his  uneasiness  at  the  risk  which  the  fleet  and  convoy 
must  run  by  remaining  long  exposed  to  a  storm  oo 
a  dangerous  coast,  and  requested  him  to  call 
the  captains  of  the  armed  vessels  on  board  of  his 
ship,  and  take  their  opinions  as  to  the  best 
means  of  getting  the  fleet  and  transports  over  the  bar. 
This  was  done,  and  Irazabal  reported  that  these  of- 
ficers had  declared  they  were  unable  to  form  an 
opinion  on  the  probable  success  of  a  second  a^empt, 
as  they  were  without  a  correct  chart  of  the  coast. 
They   complained   that    the  pilots  on  board  of  the 
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fleet  were  incapable  of  affording  any  aid;  every  ac- 
count which  they  had  given  of  the  soundings  having 
proved  erroneous;  adding  that  their  ships  had  near* 
ly  all  lost  their  rudders  on  the  eleventh,  and  express- 
ing their  belief  that,  if  they  had  proceeded  any  fur- 
ther, they  should  have  found  prompt  and  eflectual 
manoeuvres  im|)ossible.  They  observed  also,  that 
they  had  all  along  feared,  that  the  artillery  of  the 
fort  could  reach  the  channel;  but  they  had  now 
the  melancholy  certainty  that  it  commanded,  not  only 
the  channel  over  the  bar,  but  even  the  island  of  St 
Rosa.  There  being,  in  the  fort,  twenty-four  poun- 
ders, the  balls  of  which  would  rake,  fore  and  aft,  any 
vessel  that  should  attempt  to  cross  the  bar, 
and  the  direction  of  the  channel  v>as  such, 
that  they  were  obliged  to  present  their  sides,  poop 
and  prow  to  the  enemy's  guns;  that  the  channel  was, 
besides,  so  narrow,  that  the  first  ship  that  got 
aground  would  obstruct  the  passage,  and  the  rapidi- 
ty of  the  current  preventing  nny  quick  manoeuvre,  the 
shi|^  would  run  foul  of  each  other  before  they  could 
turn,  even  if  that  were  possible.  They  came  to  the 
conclusion  that,  as  the  general  deemed  the  crossing 
of  the  bar  an  object  of  vast  importance  to  the  king's 
service,  the  commodwe  should  send  one  or  twQ 
officers,  attetiided  by  three  or  fiiur  pilots,  to  sound  the 
channel  as  far  as  Point  Siguenza,  during  the  night; 
a  Are  being  made  on  that  point,  in  order  to  ascertain 
the  direction  in  which  a  vessel  might  be  most  easily 
managed ;  after  which,  a  second  trial  might  be  made. 
Jrazabal  ex[>ressed  his  individual  opinion,  that  any 
attempt  to  attack  the  British  by  water  wouhl  be  fruit- 
less, and  recommended  that  the  land  force  should 
be  immediately  employed  in  the  reduction  of  the 
fort. 
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Galvcz  thought  he  discovered,  in  the  commodore 
and  the  captains  of  the  armed  ships,  a  reluctance  to 
co-operate  with  him  in  any  meusurr,  of  which  they 
imagined  he  would  exclusively  reap  the  glory  in  case 
of  success,  and  that  they  were  disposed  lo  impede, 
rather  than  to  aid  his  plans.  He  replied  to  Irazabal, 
that  the  loss  of  a  ship  or  two,  from  whit^h  all  on 
board  could  easily  be  saved,  was  not  to  be  put  in  com- 
parison with  that  of  the  whole  fleet  and  the  trans- 
ports, to  which  they  were  exposed  incase  of  a  storm, 
and  which  would  entirely  prevent  the  success  of  their 
undertaking.  After  having  requested  that  the  cap- 
tains should  again  be  called  together  to  reconsider 
their  former  report,  he  detennined  to  attempt,  with 
the  naval  means  of  which  he  had  the  immediate  com- 
mand, what  he  could  not  obtain  from  the  commo- 
dore. 

Accordingly,  the  brig  Galvezton,  commanded  by 
Rousseau,  which  had  lately  arrived  with  ordnance 
from  New-Orleans,  cast  anchor  near  the  bar ;  and 
the  captain,  having  sounded  the  channel  as  far  as 
Point  Siguenza,  during  the  night  between  the  fif* 
teenth  and  sixteenth,  he  next  morning  reported 
there  was  water  enough  in  the  shallowest  part  of  i\i 
channel  for  the  largest  ship  in  the  fleet,  with  her  fufl 
load. 

The  captains  of  the  armed  ships  met  on  board  of 
the  commodore's  ship,  and  having  reconsidered  their 
report  of  the  fourteenth,  declared  they  could  not  do 
any  thing  but  refer  the  general  to  it 

Don  Joseph  de  Espeleta  had  arrived  on  the  six- 
teenth, with  the  force  from  Mobile  and  the  militia 
from  the  neighbourhood,  and  on  the  seventeenth, 
Don  Estevan  Miro  came  from  New-Orleans  with  the 
Ijouisiana  forces.  They  all  landed  on  the  western 
^ide  of  Rio  Perdido. 
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Convinced,  now,  thoro  was  no  means  of  inducing 
Irazabal  to  make  a  second  attempt  to  bring  the  fleet 
and  convoy  over  the  bar,  Galvez,  from  the  exp(  riencc 
he  had  oti  his  way  to  Mobile  in  the  spring,  and  from 
Havana  in  the  fall  of  the  preceding  year,  of  the  dan- 
ger   he  incurred    by  remaining  longer  exposed  to 
a  storm,  directed    the  brig   Galvezton,  a  schooner 
just  arrived  from  New-Orleans,   under  the  order  of 
Riano,  and  two  gun  boats,  which  constituted  all  the 
naval  force  under  his  immediate  command,  to  pre- 
pare for  crossing  the  bar;  in  the  hope  that  their  suc- 
cess might  induce  the  officers  of  the    royal    navy    to 
follow    them.     Towards  noon,  Rousseau,  with  his 
brig,  the  schooner,  and  gun  boats,  cast  anchor  near 
the  bar,  and  at  half  past  two,  Galvez  went  on  board 
of  the  brig,  directed  a  pendant  to  be  displayed  on  her 
main  mast,  a   salute  to  be  iired,  and  sail  to  be  set. 
The  fort  immediately  began  a  brisk  cannonade,  prin- 
cipally directed  upon  the  brig,  on  hoard  of  which  it 
was  apparent  the  general  was  embarked.    Neither 
the  brig,  schooner,  nor  gun  boats  received  any  injury, 
except  in  their  sails  and  rigging;  and  Galvez  landed 
at  the  bottom  of  the  bay,  on  the  island  of  St.  Rosa, 
under  a  salute,  and  amid  the  acclamations  of  his 
men. 

His  success  determined  Irazabal  to  send  the  fleet 
and  convoy  ovor  the  bar,  except  his  ow  n  ship,  which, 
in  the  meanwhile,  had  been  reladen  for  her  return  to 
Havana.^  This  was  eflTected  on  the  next  day.  The 
frigates  led  the  way,  aiui'ihe  convoy  followed.  The 
fort  kept  a  brisk  fire  for  upwards  of  an  hour,  until  the 
hindmost  vessel  was  out  of  its  reach.  The  shif>ping 
received  some  iujury,  but  no  individual  was  hurt. 
Galvez  had  advanced  in  a  boat,  and  remained  in  the 
midst  of  the  convoy  until  the  last  vessel  anchored, 
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At  four  o'clock,  he  made  an  effort,  with  two  of  his 
nidi?,  to  cross  the  bar,  in  order  to  go  and  confer  with 
Espclcta  and  M  iro,and  devise  with  them  a  plan  of  at- 
tack ;  but  the  violence  of  the  wind  compelled  him  to 
desist,  and  he  reached  the  camp  at  midnight. 

In  the  morning  of  the  twentieth,  he  sent  one  of 
his  aids  to  general  Campbell  with  a'message,  in 
which  he  intorined  him  that,  when  the  British  came 
to  Havana  in  176*2,  their  commander  intimated  to  the 
captain-general  of  the  Catholic  king,  that  if  any  of 
the  king's  edifices,  ships,  or  other  property  were  des- 
troyed, the  Spaniards  would  be  treated  with  all  the 
rigour  and  severity  of  the  Yaws  of  war;  that  the  inti- 
mation was  now  made  to  the  general  and  whoever  it 
might  concern,  and  under  the  same  terms. 

At  night,  the  British  sat  (ire  to  a  guard-house  on 
the  beach ;  and  Galvez  sent  Riano's  schooner,  with 
the  launch  ofthebriw  Galvezton,  which,  fora  while, 
kept  up  a  brisk  fire  of  grape  shot  on  the  beach. 

A  British  officer  came  to  the  camp,  early  on  the 
following  day,  with  a  message  from  Campbell,  stating 
that  an  enemy's  threats  could  only  be  considered  as 
a  stratagem  of  war,  and  expressing  his  hope  that,  in 
the  defence  of  Pensacoln,  he  should  resort  to  no 
measure  not  justified  by  the  usages  of  war.  He 
made  his  acknowledgment  for  the  frank  intimation 
he  had  received, and  gave  nssurance  that  his  con- 
duct would  be  regidated  by  that  of  the  Spanish  com- 
mander, with  regard  to  certain  propositions  he  had 
to  make,  in  conjunction  with  the  governor  of  West 
Florida. 

At  noon,  an  aid  of  Campbell,  accompanie*!  by 
lieutenant-colonel  Dickson,  who  had  been  taken  die 
preceding  year  at  Baton  Rouge,  and  liberated  on  his 
parol,  came  in  a  boat  bearing   a  flag  of  trnrr,   and 
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delivered  to  Galvez  letters  from  Campbell  and  gov- 
ernor Chosier. 

The  first  expressed  his  conviction  that  humanity 
required,  as  much  as  possil>le,the  exemption  of  inno- 
cent individuals  from  the  disasters  necessarily  inci- 
dent to  war;  and  added,  that  the  garrison  of  Pensa- 
cola  was  unable  to  resist  the  force  brought  against 
it,  without  the  total  destruction  of  the  town,  and  the 
consequent  ruin  of  its  inhabitants;  and  he  expressed 
his  desire  that  the  town  and  garrison  should  be  pre- 
served for  the  victor — ^^a  desire,  he  said,  which  arose 
from  the  hope  he  entertained  that  the  efforts  of  iho 
troops  he  commanded  would  be  crowned  with  suc- 
cess. He  concluded  by  proposing  that  the  town 
should  be  preserved,  without  receiving  any  unneces- 
sary injury  from  either  party,  during  the  siege  of  the 
redoubt  of  the  marine  and  Fort  George,  within  which 
he  meant  to  contend  for  the  preservation  of  the  pro- 
vince for  the  British  crown,  und^^r  the  stipulation 
that  the  town  of  Pensacola  should  not  be  used,  by 
either  army,  for  the  purpose  either  of  protecting  itself 
or  annoying  its  adversary;  but  remain  the  safe  asy- 
lum of  women,  children,  the  aged  and  infirm.  lie 
added  that,  in  case  his  proposition  was  rejected,  and 
the  Spaniards  sought  a  shelter  in  Pensacola,  it  would 
become  his  duty  immediately  to  destroy  it. 

The  governor  proposed  that  some  Spanish  pr'son- 
crs  in  his  possession  should  be  liberated  on  their  pa- 
rol, on  the  assurance  of  Galvez,  that  they  should 
not  be  employed  in  the  military  or  civil  service  of 
the  Catholic  king,  during  the  war,  unless  they  were 
sooner  exchanged. 

Gi.lvez  gave  orders  that  his  men  should  be  drawn 
out  under  arms,  in  order  that  the  messengers  of 
Campbell  and  Chester  might  report  what  kind  and 
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number  of  troops  were  under  his  commancl.  These 
gentlemen  \v<  re  afterwards  dismissed  with  a  verbal 
message,  importing  that  G'alvez  was  prevented  by 
indisposition  from  preparing  a  written  answer,  and 
that  one  would  be  sent  on  the  next  day. 

During  the  night,  the  Briii^iti  hui  fire  to  a  few 
houses  near  Fort  St.  (Jeorge. 

In  his  reply,  on  the  iwenty-seeond,  Calvez  stated 
that  what  he  had  secn,sinee  the  departure  of  Camp- 
belPsaidand  lieutenant-colonel  Diekson,  eonvinred 
him  that  those  who  sent  them  had  no  other  object 
but  f)rocrasti nation,  and  he  was  ashamed  of  his  own 
credulity  and  their  attempt  to  deceive  him ;  that  he 
would  listen  lo  no  proposition  hut  that  of  a  surrender; 
and  the  conflagration  of  Fensacola,so  long  as  it  was 
not  attributable  to  any  fault  of  his,  would  he  contem- 
plated with  as  much  indifference  as  the  burning  of  its 
incendiaries! 

Campbell  rejoined,  that  the  haughty  style  assumed 
by  the  Spanish  chief,  far  from  its  intended  effect, 
would  have  that  of  exciting  the  utmost  opposition  to 
the  ambitious  views  of  Spain;  that  the  officer  com- 
manding at  Fort  George  had  done  nothing  but  his 
duty,  in  destroying  a  few  houses  near  it,  which  af- 
forded protection  to  the  enemy;  and  that  if  the  inva- 
ders sought  to  avail  themselves  of  Pensacola,  by 
seeking  an  asylum  there,  it  would  be  immediately 
destroyed. 

Campbell  now  retreated  into  the  fort  with  all  the 
force  under  his  orders,  and  the  Spaniards  lost  no 
time  in  opening  a  land  communication  between  the 
bay  and  the  town,  and  erecting  their  works  on  both 
sides  of  the  British  fortifications.  They  weio  provid- 
ed with  a  good  train  of  artillery. 

The  attack  was  not,  however,  commenced  until  the 
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beginning  of  April.  From  ilir  fleet  in  front,  and  tlic; 
batlrries  on  eitlier  sidr,  tlic^  iiritish  were  exposed  to 
n  inmtndouN  fire,  niid  thdr  men  oilen  driven 
from  dieir  {runs.  But,  they  having  for  a  longtime 
antiftipau  d  a  sieg(\  die  foriifieaiions  were  in  (<xeelle!U 
repair,  and  their  supply  of  annnnnilionand  provisions 
aiinndani;  so  diauhe  Spaniards  ma<le  hut  litde  im- 
[jrcssion.  A  lower  haltery,  whieh  die  British  hastily 
en(ied,aiMi  on  v>hith  ihey  |  ut  hi  avy  eannoK,  kooii 
c>ial>l«;d  them  to  drive  die  ships  on  the  ofiposite  side 
of  the  hay.  (ialvez  was  iinahle  to  annoy  his  <'nemy 
by  ihesi<h!  halt)  ries,  and  for  a  while  reduee<l  to  com- 
parative inaction.  At  last,  a  hieky  accident,  in  the 
bi'ginning  of  May,  favoun-d  his  enterprise.  1  he 
magazine,  in  one  of  dit;  advanced  n-douhts,  took  fire 
from  a  sh<?ll  and  blew  up.  'J'he  works  were  com- 
pletely <lestroyed  by  die  explosion,  and  a  free  pas- 
sage opened.  C»alvez  immediately  sent  Espeleta, 
with  a  strong  detachment,  to  occupy  the  middle 
g.'ound,  in  which  th(!y  were  protected  by  the  ruins 
of  the  redoubt;  and  soon  after,  he  sent  four  field 
pieces,  with  which  n  brisk  fire  was  begun.  At  this 
moment  a  white  flag  was  hoisted  in  Fort  George, 
and  an  ofiicer  came  out  to  propose  a  capitula- 
tion. 

The  terms  of  it  were  soon  agreed  on,  and  it 
was  signed  on  the  ninth  of  May.  The  whole  pro- 
vince of  West  Florida  was  surrendered  to  Spain, 
with  the  garrison,  which  consisted  of  upwards  of 
eight  hundred  men.  They  were  allowed  the  honors  of 
war,  and  to  rctai'i  their  baggage  and  private 
property,  and  were  transported  to  their  sovereign's 
dominions,  under  a  stipulation  that  they  should 
not  serve  against  Spain  or  her  allies,  until  duly  ex- 
changed. 
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Don  Arthur  O'Noil,  an  Irish  officer  in  tlio  Hcr- 
vice  of  Spain,  was  led  in  command  at  Ponsacola. 
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ClIAPTKR  IV. 

The  garrison  drirvn  out  of  fort  Pnnmtire. — IHs- 
tress  of  the  inhalntoitls. — Hurricane. — Ejces- 
sire  flood. — liatUroflhnlford — Surrender  «(f  the 
Jiritish  army  at  York. — (Udeez^s  promotion. — 
Father  (yffrUlo. — JJon  Estevan  Miro. — Com- 
mereial  regvlations. — Preiitnifiary  articles.'^ 
Don  Joseph  de  Espeleta. — Treaty  of  peace. 

All  inci(l(>tit  occurrcil  during  the  siogo  of  Pensa- 
coin,  wliirli  was  very  iiwir  involving  some  of  ihc 
Jlritisii  near  Natchez  in  Hcrioiis  dillicnhics.  (jleneral 
Lyman,  who,  we  have  seen,  had,  wiih  some  of  his 
n<lherents  in  (Connecticut,  obtained  grants  of  land  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  fort  I'anmuri,  and  formed 
agricuUural  estabhslunenis  in  1775,  was  now  dead, 
ami  his  followers  had  seen,  with  eonsid<;rahle  regret, 
the  British  force,  that  protected  diem,  driven  from  the 
fort,  and  replaced  by  Spanish  soldiers.  During  the 
siege,  on  the  rumour  of  the  approach  of  a  fleet,  which 
had  been  mistaken  for  a  British  one,  they  considered 
the  success  of  their  sovereign's  cause  in  West  Flori- 
da so  certain,  that  they  determined  on  giving  him  an 
evidence  ot  their  loyally,  by  dislodging  the  Spaniards 
from  die  fort.  Having  engaged  most  of  the  other 
inhihitants  of  (he  district  in  their  plan,  and  secured 
i\\v  co-operation  of  a  number  of  the  neighbouring 
Indians,  they  raisc^d,  on  the  twenty-second  of  April, 
the  British  stand.ird,  in  view,  but  beyond  the  reach  of 
the  guns,  of  the  tort.  During  the  night,  they  ap- 
proached the  Ibrt,  brought  some  artillery  to  bear  upon 
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it,  luit  a  heavy  fire  from  the  guns  of  the    fort    soon 
compi'll(Ml  them  to  rrtirc. 

Oil  th(;  twenty-toiirthf  the  Spaniards  6r('fl  on,  and 
dcstroytul  a  house,  at  small  distance,  liciiind  winch 
tlie  insurgents  ha«i  taken  slieUer:  hut  the  hitter  hav- 
ing procured  a  fit>hlpi(>co,approaelK>d  and  finnl  on  the 
fort,  wounding  a  cor|K)ral,  who  died  on  the  next  day. 
During  die  nigiu,  (he  tiring  was  contiued,  with  Konie 
intervals. 

The  commundant  of  the  fort,  sent,  on  the 
twenty-eighth,  one  of  his  officers  to  the  insurgents, 
to  represent  to  them  the  (hinger  to  which  they  expos- 
ed themselves,  hy  a  rehelliou  agninst  Uieir  lawful 
sovereign — recommending  to  them  to  deliver  up  Uieir 
leaders  and  disperse; and  promising  that  if  Uiey  did 
so,  the  royal  clemency  should  he  extended  to  them. 
They  promised  to  send  an  answer  the  next  day.  Ac- 
cordingly, in  the  morning,  a  planter  came  to  the  fort 
with  a  letter  from  IVIcIntosh,  one  of  the  most  respec- 
tahle  inhahitants  of  the  district,  informing  him  that 
what  the  messenger  would  say  could  be  relied  on. 
This  man,  on  heing  questioned,  said  the  fort  was  un- 
dermined, and  would  be  blown  up  the  fo'ilowing  day. 
There  was  a  deep  valley,  at  a  very  short  distance 
from  the  fort,  at  which  the  Spaniards  had  noticed  a 
considerable  number  of  persons,  during  the  preced- 
ing days,  a  circumstance  which  gave  some  credit  to 
the  story. 

On  the  twenty-ninth,  the  men,  according  to  the  re- 
port of  the  commandant,  being  exhausted  with  fa- 
tigue and  watching,  and  the  ammunition  and  provi- 
sions nearly  consumed,  he  surrendered  the  fort,  on 
being  permitted  to  march  with  his  garrison  to  Baton 
Rouge. 

The  evacuation  of  fort  Panmure,  by  the  Spaniards. 
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was  soon  followed  !>y  tin*  report  ihnt  the  rumour  of 
the  approach  of  a  British  fleet  was  unfounded,  and  af- 
terwards by   that  of  iialvez^s  success  at  Pensacola. 

Those  who  had  taken  an  active  part  in  this  short 
revolution,  among  whom  were  most  of  the  settlers 
from  Connecticut,  fearful  of  meeting  the  fate  of 
O'Reilly's  victims  at  New-Orleans,  determined  on 
making  the  best  of  thcur  way  to  Savannah,  in  Geor- 
gia, how  the  nearest  post  occupied  by  die  British— 
altho'  they  had  to  cross  an  immense  wilderness,  in- 
habited by  hostile  Indians. 

The  contest  between  Great  Britain,  (the  subjects 
of  which  they  were,)  and  the  American  States,  ren- 
dering a  direct  course  dangerous,  they  were  obliged 
to  enter  North  Carolina,  doscend  below  tlw;  Alatama- 
ha,  and  cross  again  the  state  of(jieorgi<i,  to  Savannah, 
on  its  northern  limit.  In  the  performance  of  this 
circuitous  journey,  they  were  employed  one  hundred 
and  thirty-one  days. 

The  caravan  was  num(;rous,  and  incliuh^d  women 
and  children,  some  of  the  latter  at  the  breast.  All 
were  mounted  on  horseback;  but  the  ruggedness  of 
the  ground  induced  such  as  were  able  to  walk,  to 
travel  most  of  the  way  on  foot.  The  country  is  in- 
tersected by  numerous,  and  often  broad  and  deep 
water  courses ;  steep  and  lofty  moimtains  obstructed 
their  course;  and  impervious  marshes  often  rec]uired 
them  to  make  long  and  tedious  circuits.  The  Choc- 
taws,  through  whose  country  and  along  whose  bor- 
der their  journey  lay  to  a  great  extent,  having  espous- 
ed the  cause  of  the  Spaniards,  were  their  enemies: 
and  from  an  Indian  foe,  no  stniiagem,  no  speed,  no 
distance  can  insure  safety.  Famine  also  threatened 
them,  in  their  best  circumstances :  often  they  suffer- 
ed intensely  from  thirst;  and  disease,  at  times,  com- 
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pelled  those  who  were  well  to  halt  for  the  recovery  of 
the  sick. 

Thoy  separated  into  two  companies,  on  reaching 
the  state  of  Georgia :  one  was  taken  by  the  Anitri- 
cans;  the  other  crossed  the  Alatainaha,  and  journey- 
ed to  its  mouth,  where  they  constructed  a  raft,  on 
which  they  crossed  with  their  horses,  and  finally 
reached  the  town  of  Savannah  in  the  latter  part  of 
October. 

On  the  twenty-fourth  of  August,  T^ouisiana  was 
desolated  by  a  hurricane.  This  year,  the  Mississippi 
rose  to  a  greaier  height  than  was  rememben'd  by 
the  oldest  inhabitants.  In  the  Attakapas  and  Ope- 
lousas,  the  inundation  was  extreme.  The  few  spots 
which  the  ^vater  did  not  reach,  were  covered  with 
deer. 


T*^e  affaii*s  of  the  United  States  had  a  very  gloomy 
aspect  at  the  commencement  of  this  year,  and  a  bril- 
liant one  towards  its  concrlusioii.  The  mw  year 
found  the  British  in  possession  of  die  states  of  Geor- 
gia and  South  Carolina;  and  Lord  Cornwallis,  who 
had  invaded  {hatof  North  Carolina,  and  driven  Ge- 
neral Green  into  Virginia,  gained  a  considerable  ad- 
vantage over  the  latter  on  his  return  into  North  Caro- 
lina, at  the  batde  of  Guilford.  The  An.erican  army 
was  now  reduced  to  a  deplorable  weakness;  and  the 
remnant  of  it,  which  still  existed,  was  nnpnid,  un- 
clothed, and  often  unfed.  Under  the  pressure  of 
these  complicated  sufferings,  a  considerable  portion 
of  the  soldiers  had  been  in  open  revolt;  and  it  was 
not  easy  to  say,  with  confidence,  how  long  the  patri- 
otism of  the  residue  would  support  them,  under  such 
trying  circumstances. 

The  enemies  of  America  exulted,  and  her  friends 
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desponded.  In  this  inanspieions  state  of  her  affiiirs, 
coiJ^'r«>s  ielax<(i,  tor  an  instant,  the  firmness  which 

H  had  unitorniiy  characterised  that  body,  and  mnnitcst- 

ed  adisjiosiiion  to  sacrifice  njmole  interests,  thongh 
of  g''eat  fuuin;  niagnituih',  for  inunedinte  advarnages, 
aifd  instmctid  their  minister  at  Madrid  to  relin<|uish, 
should  n  l)e  absoiutt  ly  necessarv,  die  elaun  of  die 
Uiiiu  d  »Sial<'s  to  iIh^  navigation  of  the  Mississippi, 
belmv  die  diirty-firsi  digne   of  north  lalitud**,  and  a 

jS  free  porr  on  iis  banks.     The  minister,   finding  him- 

self olhi;«d  lo  comply  widi  the  instructions,  had  the 
finnlu>s  to  a<l(l,  the  ofiir  to  renounce  die  cl.iim  was 
made'  widi  a  view  of  procuring,  at  one*',  die  recogni- 
tion of  tin-  independence  of  the  United  Stat«  s,  and  a 
tnatyol  alliance  and  commerce;  and  if  these  objects 
W'Te  not  immediately  anained,  congress  would  con- 
sider themselves  at  liberty  to   insist    on   their  claim 

j|  tbcnafier.     'I'lie  cabinet  of  Madrid  did  not,  howev- 

er, diink  proper  to  negotiate  at  this  period,  and 
the  L'niied  Slates  afterwards  iivailed  themselves 
of  the  prudent  and  spirited  conduct  of  dieir  minis> 
ter. 

Lord  Cornwallis  had  marched  from  Guilford 
court-huiise  to  W.lmingion,  where  he  staid  until  die 
twenty-lifdi  of  April,  when  he  marcln;d  to  Vorkiown, 
in  Virginia.  lie  was  afterwards  invested  by  die  al- 
lied forces  of  the  United  States  and  France,  supported 
by  a  I'rench  fleet  coniuianded  by  the  Count  dc 
Grasse,  to  whom  he  surrendered  on  the  nineteendt 
of  October. 

Galvez's  success  at  Pensacola  was  rewarded  by  a 
commission  of  lieuienant-geinTal  of  tluj  king's  ar- 
inif^,  dieeross  ofa  knight  pensioner  of  the  royal  and 
distinguished  order  of  Cliarles  tlie  third,  and    he 
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was  appointed  captain-general  of  the  provinces  of 
Louisiana  and  Plorida. 

Father  Cyrillo,  of  Barcelona,  was  made  a  bishop 
^^in  partihus  injiidiuni,''^  and  received  the  canoni- 
cal  institution  of  die  se«?  ofTricaly,  a  town  in  Greece. 
Ho  was  given  as  coadjutor  to  Don  Sauiiniio  Joseph 
de  Estavoria,  who  still  <iccupied  the  seeof  C»d)a,and 
was  direi'ted  to  exercise  tiis  episcopal  functions  in 
Louisiana. 

The  Spanish  cabinet  had  directed  Galvez  to  at- 
tempt, after  the  surr<;nder  of  Pensacola,  the  capture 
of  tho  Bahama  islands;  but  a  sinndtaneous  attitek 
on  the  island  of  Jamaica,  by  the  combined  forces  of 
Spain  and  France,  being  contemplated,  Don  Juan 
Manuel  de  Cagigal  was  employed  in  the  former 
service,  and  Galvez  sailed  for  Hispaniola,  where 
the  combined  forces  were  to  assemble,  with  the  view 
of  taking  the  command  of  those  of  Spain. 

On  the  departure  of  the  captain-general,  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  provirjce  was  provisionally  vested  in 
Don  Eslevan  Miro,  colonel  of  the  royal  armies. 

Cagigal  sailed  from  Havana,  in  the  spring,  with 
diree  regiments  and  a  large  train  of  artillery;  and  on 
the  twenty-eighth  of  May,  1782,  the  captain-genera! 
of  the  Bahama  islands  (John  Maxwell)  signed  a  ca- 
pitulation, by  which  they  were  surrendefed  to  the 
arms  of  the  Catholic  king. 

The  war,  and  the  capture  of  the  British  forts  on 
the  Mississippi,  had  deprived  the  planters  of  Louisi- 
ana of  die  great  advantage  they  derived  from  the 
illicit  trade  carried  on  by  British  traders.  On  the 
representation  of  Galvez,  considerable  privileges 
were  granted  to  the  commerce  of  the  province,  on  the 
twenty-second  of  January,  by  a  schedule  which 
was  published  in  New-Orleans  in  the  spring. 
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In  the  preamhlo  of  this  document,  the  king  states 

I's  have 


that  his  royai  solicitude  and  wi 


always  heen 


to  secure  to  his  vassals  ihe  utmost  felicity,  and  to  en- 
able dieni  to  enjoy  thi  advant^^ges  of  a  free  trade; 
that  he  had  never  lost  sight  of  so  important  an  ohject 
in  die  regulations  ho  had  nuule  f  >r  the  commerce  of 
his  vast  dominions  in  the  Indies — firmly  persuaded 
that  the  protection  of  trade  and  industry  has  a  great 
irdluence  on  th<.'  wealth  and  prosperity  of  a  nation. 
ffl  His  majesty  then  adds,  that  the  province  of  Louisiana 

has  particularly  merited  his  royal  aiiCMtion,  gince  iti 
annexation  to  liis  dominions.  IJispat*  riiai  love  for  its 
irdiahitants  had  induced  him  to  giv<  iheni  repeated 
proofs  ihai  a  changr  of  government  liiid  not  diruinish- 
ed  tluir  happiness.  J^nf  notwithstanding  the  favours 
and  exempiions  he  had  heen  phased  U)  grant  lo  them, 
ouvsr'vend  occasions,  piirticul-irly  hy  iIm  rcgulalions 
of  die  commercf  of  the  Indies,  made  on  the  twenty- 
cighih  day  of  Oeioher,  1778,  ex|)eri<'Mc(.'  had  shown 
that  the  advantages  he  liad  conteniplaled  were  not 
realisi'd ;  and  the  trade  in  |.elfrirs,  of  diat  province, 
with  ;he  numeroiis  nations  of  Indians  who  surround 
it,  and  the  articles  of  ex|tc»rtation  lo  Kurope,  which 
the  country  produces,  demanded  new  n'gnla.ions. 
A(;cordingly,and  with  the  view  of  rewarding  the  zeal 
and  fidelity  of  the  colonists,  during  the  late  cam- 
paigns for  the  recovery  of  the  territories  lately  pos- 
sess* d  hy  Great  Britain,  on  the  Mississippi  and  the 
Gulf  of  Mv^xico,  die  Ibllowing  fivotirs  and  privileges 
are  granted  to  the  province  of  Louisiana. 

1.  Permission  is  given,  during  a  period  of  ten 
years,  to  he  compute  d  frcnn  the  d;iy  on  which  peace 
mi'V  be  proclaimed,  to  all  vessels  of  die  kii>g's  subjects 
in  die  province  of  Louisiana,  bound  to  Nen-Oriejins 
©r  Pensaeola,  to  sail  directly  with  their  cargoes  from 
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any  ofilio  ports  ofl'^-iiiHT,  in  >vliirli  si  SpMnisli  roiisiil 
rrshli'^,  iin«i  lo  rrinni  iIm  n  io  wiili  |irllrM  s  or  rln» 
|il'«Miiirr  ol'  I  iOllisiiiii;)  or  \\  rsl  l''l«>inlii,  (r\rrj»(  ^|<r- 
I'ir,  ilii<  <>\|M)rl:itioii  ol  \>lii(li,  in  iliis  \>iiv,  is  nhho- 
lulrlv  ll»rl»nl<i«'ii)  iiinlrr  ilir  r\|'rr'^s  roinhiioii  ilcM  a 
<I<<l:iilr(i  iiivoi(*<<  oi'  .'ill  ih<<  ninr|iiiiulK<  «>ii  Jiiiiiid, 
si^tH'd  liv  ilir  ronMil.sliMll  Im- ili  Inrrrtl  l)\  Iniii,  in  ti 
s«;ilril  «'o\rr,  to  llir  r;i|MiHii,  lo  lir  piix  i*i«  «l  Ity  jjic 
Isilirr  :il  llir  riislnMi-liMiisr  ol  ili«>  pliKi'  ol  (|<  nIi!i;>,ii«mi. 

*2.  Ill  r.isi' of  iiruriil  nmssiiv  in  iIm'  rolonv,  iUo 
rxisltnrr  of  uliuli  in  n  ssii\  i^  to  l;r  ni:  Iml  I  v 
llir  ^oMMMior  Mild  nilriMliini,  |MrintsMoii  is^ixin  lo 
tlir  colonists,  to  rrsort  to  any  |toi I  in  ilic  I'n  nrli 
AVrst  Iniliii  islantis. 

3.  To  nicouiMirr  tlio  roTninorrr  of  tlir  provinrc  lo 
tho  pons  olllio  ]MMiinsiil;i  lo  ulncli  it  is  iillowrd,  |><  i- 
inission  is  iiivrn  to  rxport,  lioni  l\ru -OrlrjiiiN  ;ijul 
l*«'ns;n'ol.i,;uivsp('cn»s  orinr|-r|i;iiulis«>  ilirrciiv  inipor- 
toii  thrrr  iVoin  Spiiin,  to  iir  liiiMJcd  in  iinx  port  wiili- 
in  ilir  kind's  Anxririin  dominions,  to  uiii«  li  ir:idr  iti 
nllonril,  paving  only  llir  diitv  willi  wliirli  siirli  inrr- 
rli:nulis«>  would  have  Ihmmi  rhrofjird  on  its r\poi-liiiioii 
tVoni  tlir  piMnnsiil;!,  a<'rordin;Ll  to  di«'  rr^iilaiion  ol  tlio 
iwrlldi  of  i>rtolM'r,  IT'iS;  luil  llir  rxpoital.on  of 
toi'iMon  nn>(rliandis«>  imported  into  lionisiana,  is  li>r- 
bidddi. 

•I.  AiH'XOfnption  iVom  duty  is  ^rantrd,  during  the 
saino  period,  on  nri^rors  iinportrd  int(»  liOiiisiana  or 
Wost  h'londa  ;  and  porinissKtii  is  ^ivrii  to  proiiin* 
thrni  in  iti<M'oloiiirs  ornniiral  or  ailird  p<»\v(>rs,  m 
v\c\r,\t\iH*  for  prodiicM'  or  sprcir;  payintj  only  lor 
siK'li  prodncr  and  spt'cit',  lli«'  diitirs  incnlioiird  in  tlir 
st'vrnlli  arlli  Ir. 

."».  In  order  that  the  rolonjsts  may  Ihlly  enjoy  the 
fiivotirsJund  privileges  iiov^  granted,  they  art;  jivniiit- 
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ml,  «liirinj£  iIm'  Mtiii  of  Iwo  yrarM,  to  }tv  rornpndcl 
lioiii  dn'  |iror|amafioii  ol"  |M'arr  in  Ni'W-Or- 
|r  iMM,  lo  |»mrlia^«'  fon'i^n  vrsmlH  \'rrr  from  duty, 
and  such  vrHHcIs  an*  to  lie  roiiHidcrcd  as  S|>aniKli  E>ot- 
loni'^. 

(».  Tlir  r\|»or(atioii  ol'itiiM' and  liarnl  Htavi  m  fiorn 
I  iOiii'^iana  lo  Spaih,  is  |><  rniill« d,  fn-r  Iroin  dniy. 

7.  It  Ix'in^  jnsf  ('lal  »  oimiim  r*<'  slioiiM  fonfiilMiN;  to 
(Iw  flinr^i's  ol  ilii- rolony,  aial  llir  ('X|irnM  x  il  occa- 
MKins,  a  duly  ol'six  per  fcni.  is  laid  on  all  nifrrlian- 
disr  rx|iorl<d  and  ini|M»rlrd  iiv  flic  lun^V  Hiilij<  riK  in 
tlw  |H'iiinsiil;i,  liOiiiHiana,  and  West  I'Morida,  ar,r:ord< 
in^toa  inodrr.ilc  assrssincni. 

K  <  !iHioni-lioiH(>H  an;  (♦)  Im;  OKtaMiNlicd  ill  Nf;vv- 
OrlraiiH  and  IN-iisarola. 

'I'Ih>  [inliininary  arlidcH  cd'  prarr  liotwcoti  thr 
I'niird  Siatrs  and  (inal  Itrilain  vvcri;  Hi^tHMJ  at  I'uriw, 
on  (Ik*  iliirlicdi  of  ]\ov4;inli(;r. 

liC  KniiMi  and  \loralrs  w'cro  the  ordinary  aloadoH 
for  ihr  vriir  l7H'.{,and  (In-  rollowin^  oim'. 

Kodniiur/  siirr.t  «h'd  M,i/.angr  in  die  rIerkHhip  of 
the  (':il>ild(». 

'riK-Uini;  haviliji;  ilinrti-d  Cii;ilv«"/,  to  si-lcfta  hriira- 
diir-j^riurid  fd'his  nririics,  lo  act  an  r'a|»taiii-({«iii'ral 
of  die  pn>Mncc  ol'  Louts  ,na  diiriiij^fialvczV  Jihscnr.o 
on  ihc  iiii<  nd(  d  cxpcdiioii  ;ii^;inist  Jamaica, h'-  made 
choice  of  Don  Jo  .<|)||  di    Iv.|mI«  la. 

The  pn  liminary  articles  (if  peace  hetween  TiVr-at 
Britain,  I'Vance,  and  Sjiain,  \\er<;  signed  at  I'aris,  on 
the  iweniii  ill  of  Janniiry. 

Theih  finliive  ireali*  s  Ik  Iween  Creat  Hiiiain,  die 
llniied  Smics,  and  Spain,  were  sigiie<l,  at  I'aris,  on 
the  third  day  ol'Seplemher 
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By  the  first,  ihe  king  ofGront  Britain  acknowlrclg- 
C(l  tli<>  in<l(>|HMi(KMi(>o  of  tlio  Unil(5d  States,  and  rccog- 
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Im;  ill 


iiisc(l,as  tlieir  sonihern  Imundi 
due  oast  from  a  point  in  the  river  Mississippi,  in  the 
latitude  oftliirty-ono  degrees,  north  of  die  etpiator,  to 
die  middle  of  die  river  Apalaehicola  or  Cataouche; 
di(!nce  along  di<;  middle  thereof  to  its  junction  with 
Flint  river;  diencestniight  to  die  head  of  St.  Mary's 
river;  and  thence  down  along  die  middle  of  St.  Ma- 
ry's river  to  the  Atlantic  ocean. 

The  description  of  this  line  is  important,  as  it 
became  the  dividing  one  between  die  possessions  of 
Spain  and  die  United  Slates. 

By  die  eighth  article,  it  was  e.\pn;ssly  provided  diat 
die  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  from  its  source  to 
die  gul^  should  forever  remain  free  and  open  to 
the  subjects  of  Great  Britain  and  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States. 

By  the  second,  Great  Britain  warranted  die  pro- 
vince of  W'jst  Florida,  and  ceded  diat  of  East  Flori- 
da to  Spain.  Eighteen  months  were  given  to  British 
subjects,  setded  in  these  provinces,  from  die  date  of 
the  ratification  of  die  treaty,  to  sell  their  property, 
receive  their  dues,  and  transport  dieir  persons  and 
effects,  without  molestation  on  account  of  religion, 
or  under  any  other  pretext  whatever,  excepting  that  of 
debt  or  crime. 

The  claims  of  Spain  and  die  United  States,  under 
this  treaty,  were  not  easy  to  be  reconciled,  and  soon 
opened  a  source  of  contention,  which  lasted  for  a 
series  of  years.  The  Cadiolic  king,  under  an  actual 
possession,  and  the  guarantee  of  Great  Britain,  laid 
claim  to  all  the  territory  as  far  as  the  mouth  of  diii^ 
river  Yazoo.     We  have  seen,  in  the  last  chapter  ot 
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the  precedin«?  volume,  tliat  iiniiudiiijly  uWw  (he 
pracH^of  I70'J,  on  p<)Ss<'Ssion  h(Mn^  l;ik(  ii  hy  <ir<al 
Hriiain,  the  noiUnrn  boniidarv  of  \V«  si  I'Morida  was 
fixrd  al  th(^  (hiriy-lirsi  d«'«j;n'<i  of  ^n>\•\\\  lalididr;  hut 
was  alUTVvanls  exi«'U(h'd  to  a  liin;  drawn  dau  rast 
froui  tho  nioudi  of  Va/oo  rivrr,  in  laiuiuh;  It'J.  '2H, 
widilhevK'W  of  ('oin|U'«  h<  iidin^',  vvilhin  dx'  huiits 
ofdio  provinjM',  som<!  iniporlant  sndi  nx  ni: — Spain 
coliU'iiding  diat  the  huiils  ixiii*/  dun  li\<  d  in  dui 
coinuiission  of  lh(;  Kritish  ^;ov('iii<»r,  had  conliiuu'd 
th<;  same  until  die  si^riianirc  ol'dic  Uraly. 

TIk' claim  ol'llit'  IJuilrd  Slates  io  lhuiiavi;^ali(>ii  of 
die  Mississippi,  hrlow  iluir  souiln  ill  h(»iiiid;ry,  was 
also  nsistcd.  Tin- (Jailiolic  kiiiii,  as  owner  of  hodi 
hanks  of  (he  stream,  c^laimed  du'  exclusiv*^  owner- 
slii|>  ()ri(,  and  di<^  eoiisei)uent  ri;^lit  of  ju'evf'fUing 
other  nati<H)s  from  navi<>;atiii<r  it. 

TIk^  IJniled  States  coii(einied  diey  had  die  riijlii  ol' 
goiii^  as  liir  as  the  southern  houiidary  assi;.^ue(l  to 
di(  in  hy  dieir title — it  heiiig  a  natural  one;  he-fNause 
the  dehnilivi^  treaties  helwe<'n  (ireal  Hriiain  and 
Spain  and  tli(!in,hearin<5  thesaui(Mlale,thator  tlu'  pn> 
liminary  articles  ou«iht  to  he  resorl<'d  to,  in  order  to 
as<',erlain  tin- priority  of  rifiiit;  and  S|)iin  eoiild  not 
nri>;e  a  warranty  stipulated  inh(.>r  |ir<'lnninary  articles 
a<;ainsi  (he  Ijnited  Slat(;s,  who  had  a  previous  title 
froui  her  warrantor. 

In  support  ol  their  claim  to  tlu^  navi<^nlion  of  the 
Mississippi  to  the  J^ulf,  (iiii  lJuit<'d  States  coiilended 
diatSjjain  deriv<'d  every  ri^lit  which  she  iiad  to  the 
river  and  its  navigation,  from  I'^Miice,  uiider  a  irealy 
posterior  to  th<^  one;  hy  which  the  latter  power  had 
ceded  to  Great  Britain  the  riiilit  of  naviiraliiig  the 
stream  to  tiio  gtdf;  dial  the  United  States  having 
succeeded  to  the  rijilits  of  Great  IJr^'ain,  to  the  left 
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bank  above  tlio  Imvoii  lM;m<  Imo,  bnil  rqnnlly  <lono 
M>to  ihai  ..r  usnaviantioii;  uliirli  n^lii,  monovrr, 
1,;.<I  lMM.|M«xi.ivssl>  <H<U«I  l»y(inMi  Bnuiiii  iiiUu'  lul- 

UT  inatv.  ,  1     I  .  I., 

riir  I  a«*t  |.r(.|.osilion  was  iiof,  |Mrliiii»s,  al)SoUiUly 

cornel,  (inai  I5ii(;mi  iioi  liavmg  cvxUd  lu:r  nglu,  ou* 
niciTlyu  naruriimiuHi  ii»  i>. 
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ciiArri'ji  V. 

(*/^W^^v  promolioti—  IstiMrs—Vnzn^n^fi  rtsiifntrr. 
— f  't  n.siis. — ( 'olon'nil  r.f  fHtttlifuns. —  A  voinntis- 
sanj  of  thv  hitlij  oj/in. — Anulhnis. — (oiiihh  rev. 
— Itando  i\v  inini  j;ol)i<  riio — Ihni  l*nh'oPirniiis. 

—  Kniliii'h'ff. Irish    ffrirsts. l>on    iPh^o  tk 

(iiianhn/ul. — Trnilr  irilh  tin  irrshrn  pari  off/m 

V nihil   SitiUs. (inirnil     Wilkinsint. Tnida 

irilh    iyiiladrlphia. — j\orth-  lymlrrn   Trrrilory 
oJ'lhtl'.S. 

'I'lioonlinnry  nlr;nl<'s,  on  llin  first  of  .lannnry, 
I7N5,  wen'  l«\)rstall  aiul  K«  rnion. 

lOarly  in  this  yrar,  (ialv</  rcfcivrd  a  conunission 
of  ('a|>tain-^rn('ral  oflh«^  inland  of Ciiha,  and    of  tli(3 


pi 


ovinrcs  r)rii()uisiaMa  and  lOast  and  \V<sl   (''loridn, 


wliicli  sii]M;rr,<>drd  l^iSjiclrta's.  In  \\w  Kuinnicr,  on 
tluMlradi  of  liis  fadicr,  Ik*  was  proniotcd  to  liin  vicc;- 
royalty  of  IVlrxico,  hut  rciainrd  th<'.  (•a|)lain-j^<'lHral- 
shipol' Louisiana  and  th<'  Floridas. 

Thrn-  hrinj^a  nunihir  of  prisoH  in  the  province 
afU'ctrd  with  h'|)rosy,  dn;  c'dtihio  crccttMl  an  liospiial 
for  tlu'ir  rcc^'ption,  in  dir  nar  of  ilir  c*iiy,  on  a  r'u\^Q 
of hi<^h  land  h(;iw('rn  it  and  hayou  St.  John,  whirh 
is  prohahly  die  rid«j;('  anri<'ntly  srparaii'i^  lh<' wati^rs 
of  dir  Mississippi  from  diosc  of  laki;  Ponlrharlrain. 

Miro  now  nu^'ivcd  and  rxfculiid  a  conunission  of 
jud«r<'  ol'n'si(h'n(M'  r)f  (Jn/ajia. 

Ilrsidcnrc  is  si  tirrn,  which,  in  die  jurisprudence 
ofSpain, is  used  lo  <h'si«i;nate  an  in(pnry  wliirrh  takes 
place  into  die  oilicial  conduct  of  uny  puhhcfunctionu- 
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ry,  whonovcr  hy  dmili,  rriDoval,  or  any  orhor  rnnse, 
he  hits  ('(  ;:  cj  lo    <x<(  tiir    (lu"    <liiti(s    of    his  rlliCe. 


ri' 


riiu  <lr(i  on  ofa  jiidj^c  <»t  ronU'ricu  is  nvH  \v«(l,  on 
app'^al,  l»y  the  lomic  I  oltlh' Indies.  'I'lic  ii  .,'iiiv  is 
niadi;  at  the  |M'inci|><d  plucc  oI'iIk^  district  in  wIik  h 
tlio  late  ollic'or  I'Xcrcisi'd  his  luiulions.  On(!  VMJuld 
8iij)|>osc  ihn*  du-  frar,  wliich  tlir  invostij^alion  of 
cvrry  act,  pulnic  or  private,  of  an  odirer  whom  any 
one  may  acrMise,  and  who  is  j^iven  nM,  in  some  mea- 
sure, to  every  species  ol'reproach  aiid  vr.\;»iion,even 
from  <'nvy  and  malice,  woidd  insure  tin-  zealous  and 
nj)rijj;ht  discharge  of  his  duties;  that  those  who  arc 
governed  hyanoflicer  surrounchd  hy  a  vigilance 
whi(;h  a  thousand  molivi's  may  call  into  activity, 
would  find,  in  the  residence,  the  most  eireciii  d  safe- 
guard against  his  passions,  his  avarice,  and  his  par- 
tiality. And  yet,  there  is  nopart  of  the  world  where 
ahus(;s  of  authority  are  of  n»ore  fr<'q  uent  oceurn^nce, 
than  in  the  Spanish  provinces;  and  die  ra(»idity  with 
which  officers  amass  Iargefortime>,isan  evidence  that 
there  is  no  ohstacle  which  the  !uve  of  gain  will  not 
surmount,  and  that  the  satne  waul  of  principle  which 
j)romptstheconmiission  of  dishonest  acts,  will  also 
suggest  the  means  of  avoiding  their  consequences. 
If  any  ofiicer  thiidvs  of  Uicj  residence,  it  is  to  intimi- 
date tljosc  whom  he  might  fear,  or  to  purchase  their 
silence.  There  is  a  league  betwee'i  all  persons  in  pla- 
ces subjected  to  a  censure,  which  has  alway  caused  it 
to  degenerate  into  a  mere  formality. 

An  accurate  census  of  the  inhal)itants  of  Louisiana 
and  West  Florida  was  taken  this  yerr,  by  order  of 
Galvez,  which  produced  the  following  results: 
Within  the  city  of  I\ew-Orleans,  1980 

From  the  Balize  to  the  city,  21(X) 

At  the  Tcrre-aux-Ba'ufs,  576—7658 
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On  tlh  liayousSt.  John  and 

'J  ciiOUpllOlllilS, 

I'arish  otSt. Cliarles, 
St.  John  the  Bu))tist, 
St.  Jiunos, 
LafourclM', 

J)o.      interior, 
Ihorville, 
Pointt'Oonpec, 
Opt'lousas, 
Atakapas, 
Nrvv  Iberia, 
Wasliiia, 
Rapidrs, 
Avoyclirs, 
Natchitoches!, 
Ark-tnsas, 

In  Lower  Louisiana,  .... 
St.  (M'lievieve, 
St.  Louis, 

In  Upper  Louisiana,   ,  .  .  . 
Manciiac, 
(iaivezton, 
Baton  Uouge, 
iVaichez, 
:Mohile, 
Pensacolii, 
In  West  Florida, 
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88 
287 
756 
190 


591 

897 


27,016 


77 
212 
270 
1550 
716 
592 


1,591 


3,177 


(ji rand  Total,  32,114 

Dednctinfi,  from  the  ^rand  total,3177  persons,  the 

popidation  of  West  Florida,  and    1053,   the  nuniler 

orthose  hronjjht,  at  ih<'  kinj^'s  expense,  Ironi  tin-  C;;na- 

ry  islands  and  Malaga,  there  remains  a  balance  of 
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27,581  souls ;  which  show  that  tho  population,  at  the 
arrival  ofO'Reilly  in  176J),  was  more  than  doubled 
in  sixteen  years,  by  ordinary  means. 

The  number  of  white  persons  was  M,'217;  that  of 
coloured  free  ones,  1203;  diat  ofslavts,  h\'rM. 

A  statement  was  made  by  the  intendant,  by  order 
of  the  captain-goiieral,ordie  expenses  of  the  province 
for  diis year,  and  is  as  follows: 

EFAT  MAJOR. 

The  governor  and  captain-general's  salary,  $10,000 


Assessor  of  govenmient, 

2,000 

Secretary  of        do. 

1,000 

First  clerk  in  the  secretary's  office, 

600 

Town  major, 

1,200 

Aid     do. 

740 

Adjutant, 

600 

English  interpreter, 

480 

Surveyor-general, 

420 

Boat's  patroon  and  seamen. 

1,380 

Officers  attached  to   no  particular  corps, 

Colonel  with  lieutenant-coloners  pay, 

1,752 

Lieutenant-colonel, 

1.752 

Two  do.  with  rank,  but  pay  of  $372  only. 

744 

Four  captains. 

1,584 

One       do. 

240 

Twelve  lieutenants, 

4,320 

Four  sub-lieutenants. 

1,152 

ARTILLERY. 

A  company  complete, 

18,417 

A  storekeeper 

540 

An  assistant  do. 

300 

A  master  armourer. 

2:0 

.^M,'J, 


[Total  carried  over]         49,451- 
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1,752 
1.752 
711 
1,584 
240 
,320 
,152 

M17 
540 
300 
2:0 

>,451 


(brought  over) 

49,451 

INFANTRY. 

A  regiment  of  infantrv, 

300,838 

DRAGOONS. 

A  company  complete, 

11,230 

A  house  for  their  barracks. 

350 

CARABINIERS. 

An  adjutant, 

330 

MILITIA. 

An  adjutant-major. 

728 

A  second  do. 

240 

Seven  Serjeants  and  four  corporals, 

1,878 

A  major-commandant  of  free  people  of  colour,     240 

FORTIFICATIONS. 

A  director,  storekeeper,surveyor  of  the  works 

h 

and  two  servants. 

1,620 

REVENUE  DEPARTMENT. 

INTENDANCY. 

An  intendant, 

4,000 

Assessor, 

1,500 

Secretary  and  two  clerks, 

1,100 

Office  expenses. 

200 

Notary  of  the  marine, 

500 

A  boat  and  crew. 

1,380 

COMPTROLLER'S  OFFICE. 

A  comptroller,  (cuntador) 

1,600 

Four  clerks. 

1,950 

Office  expenses, 

100 

TREASURY. 

A  treasurer, 

1,200 

Two  clerks, 

700 

Office  rent  and  expenses, 

800 

CUSTOM-HOUSE. 

A  collector, 

1,200 

[Total,  carried  over]        383,125 
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[brought  over] 383,125 


1,000 
800 

1,550 
700 
600 

2,100 

1,104 


Comptroller, 
Cashier, 
Four  clerks, 
A  S(3arclier, 
Guard  major, 
Twelve  jruards, 
Boat  and  crew, 

ROYAL  HOSPrrAL. 

A  comptroller  $000,  commissary  $300,  900 

Steward  180,  physician  000,  1,080 

Chaplain  180,  first  surgean  (KM),  1,080 

Assistantsurgeon,  3(>0,  mate  lO'i,  552 

Two  minor  surgeons  300,  apothecary  180,  810 

ApoUiecary's  servant,  attendants  and  cook,  964 
Provisions  and  medicines,                                 18,000 

SCHOOLS. 

A  director,  700 

Two  masters,  1,050 

CHURCH  ESTABLISHMENT. 

N.Orleans,a  curate  $480,four  assistants  1260,  1,740 

Terre-aux-BcDufs,  a  curate,  240 
St  Charles,  a  curate — St.  John  the  Baptist,  do.     480 

St.  James,  a  do. — Ascension  a     do.  480 

Jherville,  a  do. — Fointe  Coupee,  a  do.  480 

Attakapas,  a  do. — Opelousas,  a  do.  480 

Natchitoches,  a  do. — Natchez,  a  do.  480 

St.  Louis,  a  do. — St.  Genevieve,  a  do.  480 
Galvezton,a  do.  and  Sacristan  510,  expenses  50,  500 

Allowance  for  wax  lights  to  country  parishes,  300 

Boarding  of  six  nuns,  at  the  king's  expense,  720 

do.        twelve  orphan  girls,  360 

[Total,  carried  over]      423,985 
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1,000 
800 

1,550 
700 
600 

2,100 

1,104 

900 

1,080 

1,080 

552 

810 

904 

18,000 


1,740 
240 
480 
480 
480 
480 
480 
480 

,  590 
300 
720 
300 
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[brought  over,J 
S«regido«,  <2ABiLbo.   '    '    " 

Balize—a  pilot  aon   ..f^^TS- 

f-,ee„  sea";':*  S;«  P^'''-''^  240. 
n  Head  pilot,  "' 

Natchez,  a  garrison,  and  sixty  «e„, 

An  adjutant  510,  two^LXepIs  73« 
A  surgeon  3«0  ,„,ji      preseTs,?' 

Two  who  d^^r  L^^'^^'^NDaIvts. 

Akeeperofhoa"';f^,i^:'^-™'y. 
Extra  expenses, 


8r 
.  423,985 

300 


of 


Total  ^Ws  in  Louisiana, 

A  governor  2000,  chapla^^  3^- 
pacristan  180  rhnr.«i  ' 

English  in  e^VSoT         ^' 
Adjutant  300rSl80^''^^^^P^ 

Patroon  and  hands  of^^^^^ 

ApilotandfouS''^^'^^^^'^- 
A  herdsinaSi^sSf  J^^^i^TlOIV. 
Extra  expenses"  ^'"''^"^'^"^  a  labourer, 

VOL.  „.         f '^^*^'»  carried  over] 


440 

1,152 

360 

4,500 

6,000 

480 

1,248 
574 


200 

180 
10,000 


$449,389 

2,360 
230 
780 
480 
660 
1,140 
1,1296 

696 


462,931 
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[brought  over] i    .    462,931 

PENSACOLA. 
A  governor  300,  town-major  900,  3,900 
Adjutant  720 ;  his  aid  600,  1,320 
Storekeeper  600,  engineer  1 1 80,  1,780 
Armourer  360,  adjutant  of  artillery  420,  780 
Blacksmith  350,  keeper  of  the  works  240,  800 
Military  storekeeper  and  assistants,  1,200 
Comptroller  1200,  two  clerks  780,  office  ex- 
penses 50,  2,030 
Treasurer  1200,  clerk  360,  office  expenses  50,  1 ,610 
Hospital  director  780,  steward  360,  1,140 
Surgeon  780,  mate  44(^  two  aids  600,  1 ,820 
Apothecary  600,  an  assistant  300,  900 
Four  nurses  and  a  cook,  1,080 
A  curate  440,  assistant  360,  800 
Sacristan  180,  chapel  expenses  50,  230 
Pilot  300,  patroon  144,  twelve  sailors  1440,  1,884 
A  carpenter,  cooper  and  caulker,  360  each,  1,080 
Extra  expenses,  12,000 
New  settlers  and  Indian  affairs, 
A  contndor  1600,  two  clerks  960,  2,560 
House  rent  180,  office  expenses  50,  230 
Storekeeper  360,  commissioner  360,  720 
Interpreter  510,  assistant  3(K),  840 
A  surgeon  at  Terre-aux-Bojufs,  360 
A  commandant  300,  surgeon  360,  Galvezton  660 
A  surgeon  360,  conmiissary  180,  Vakn/ucla  540 
A  pensioner,  320 
An  armourer  at  New-Orlems,  300 
Indian  interpreters  at  Natchez,  Natchitoches, 

and  Pointe  Coupee.  372 

Interpreter  and  armourer  at  Arkansas,  276 


[Total,  carried  over] 


504,462 


2,931 
3,900 

um 

1,780 

780 

800 

1,200 

2,030 
1,010 
1,140 
1,820 
900 
1,080 
800 
230 
1,884 
1,080 
12,000 

2,560 
230 
720 
840 
360 
660 
540 
320 
300 

372 
276 

04,462 
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[brought  over] 504,462 

Interpreter  and  armourer  at  St.  Louis,  340 

Commissary  and    do.       at  Mobile,  1,080 

A  storf'koeper  and  two  interpreters  at  Pen- 

sacola,  1 ,620 

Presents  and  extra  expenses,  29,782 

•  '        <.  • 

$537,285 

Let  lis  contrast  these  expenses  with  those  of  a  re- 
publican Slate,  that  of  North  Carolina,  in  tlie  preced- 
ing year: 

The  governor, 
Private  sseretary, 
Council  of  state. 
Secretary  of  state, 
Compirolk'i*,  , .  ^ 

His  five  clerks, 
Stationary, 

Three  judges  of  the  supreme  court. 
Attorney-general, 
Three  delegates  in  congress, 
Treasurer, 

Clerks  and  stationary, 
Ten  boards  of  auditors, 
Commissioners  of  account, 
The  legislature, 
Public  printer, 


iMiy 


$2,000 

400 

200 

350 

1,600 

1,100 

200 

5,200 

1,320 

6,720 

1,400 

1,400 

4,800 

240 

30,000 

1,000 


$56,930 


The  population  of  North  Carolina  was,  at  this  pe- 
riod, 377,721  persons;  so  that  her  expenses  were 
that  year  a  little  more  than  fifteen  cents  per  head — 
while  those  Louisiana  were  sixieen  dollars  and 
fifty-five  cents.    Those  expenditures,  in  the  first  case, 
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were  paid  by  the  inhabitants;  in  the  Jattcr,  by  the 
sovereign. 

An  attempt  N^as  made  to  introduce  the  Inquisition 
into  the  province.  A  clergyman  of  New-Orleans 
received  a  commission  of  commissary  of  the  holy  of- 
fice in  Louisiana.  Miro  had  it  pariicularly  in 
charge  not  to  allow  the  exercise  of  any  inquisitorial 
^mctionSf  within  the  colony  committed  to  his  care. 
He  gave  early  information  of  this  to  the  commissary, 
who  thought  himself  bound  to  attend  to  the  orders  of 
his  spiritual,  rather  tlian  those  of  his  temporal,  superi- 
ors: and  one  night,  whilst  he  was  peaceably  slum- 
bering, he  was  disturbed  by  an  officer  hejiding  eigh- 
teen grenadiers,  who  lodged  him  on  board  of  a  ves- 
sel, which,  at  break  of  day,  sailed  with  him  for 
Spain. 

According  to  an  arrangement  between  the  courts 
qC France  and  Spain^the  province  received  this  year 
a  very  considerable  accession  of  population,  by  the 
arrival  of  a  number  of  Acadian  families,  who  were 
supported  by  the  French  king,  and  came  over  to  join 
their  friends  who  had  migrated  to  J  iouisiana,  as  we 
have  already  mentioned,  in  1755.  They  settled, 
mostly,  on  both  sides  of  the  Mississippi  river,  near 
Plaquemines;  but  a  number  of  the  families  went  to 
increase  the  settlement  on  Terre-aux-Ba3ufs,  on  the 
bayou  Lafourche,  and  in  the  districts  of  Atakapas 
and  Opelousas. 

The  period  of  eighteen  months,  which  had  been 
granted  to  British  setders  to  sell  their  property,  col- 
lect their  debts,  and  remove  their  persons  and  effects 
from  East  and  West  Florida,  by  the  late  treaty  be- 
tween Spain  and  Great  B.iitain,  being  expired,  Miro, 
with  the  approbation  of  Galvez,  extendod  the  time, 
to  settlers  in  West  Florida,  till  the  pleasure  of  the 
king  was  known. 
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The  roynl  schrchilo,  of  1782,  had  revived  tho  trade 
©f  Nrw-Orloans;  and  a  numhcr  of  commercial  hou* 
srs  from  France  had  oslahlisliod  Uicnisclves  there. 
The  planters,  however,  re;» retted  the  time  when 
British  vessels  pHed  on  the  Mississippi,  stopping  he- 
fore  every  hous<\  furnishing  the  farmer  wiUi  whatev- 
er he  wanted,  accepting  in  payment  whatever  the  lat- 
ter had  to  spaiv,  and  extending  a  credit  ahnost  un- 
limited in  extent  and  duration.  A  nmnher  of  agents 
had  arrived  from  Jamaica  to  collect  dchts  duo  to 
merchants  of  that  island,  the  recovery  of  which  had 
been  impeded  during  the  war.  As  tin;  trade  these 
creditors  had  carried  on,  eould  not  now  he  continu- 
ed, Uiey  pressed  for  settlement  and  payment.  In 
some  cases,  legal  coercion  was  resorted  to;  hut  Miroi, 
with  as  much  prudence  as  Unzaga,  on  a  similar  oc- 
casion, exerted  his  infltience  to  procure  some  respite 
for  those  who  were  really  unable  to  comply  with 
their  engagements,  and  allowed  a  resort  to  the  last 
extremity  against  those  only,  whose  had  faiUi  appear- 
ed to  require  it.  Instances  are  related,  in  which,  un- 
ahle  to  obtain  a  creditor's  indulgence  for  an  honest 
debtor,  he  satisfied  the  former  out  of  his  own  purse. 
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The  cabildo  made  choice  of  Orue  and  Dufossat  for 
ordinary  alcades,on  the  first  of  January,  1780. 

By  a  royal  order,  issued  at  the  Pardo,  on  die  fifth 
of  April,  the  king  approved  the  conduct  of  Miro  in 
the  indulgence  granted,  last  y<'ar,  to  the  British  sub- 
jects at  Baton  Re  •«■!  and  Natchez,  and  declared  his 
will  that  permissK  .  might  be  granted  to  such  indi- 
viduals, residing  in  Louisiana  and  Florida,  to  remain 
where  they  were,  on  taking  an  oath  of  allegiance  and 
fidelity,  provided  they  should  not  move  out  of  their 
respective  districts  without  the  permission  of  the  go* 
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vcrnor.  Those  who  iioglorit'd  to  tnko  thr  onth,  were 
to  depart  by  sea  for  some  of  the  colonies  of  North 
America;  anc^  if  they  were  una  hh;  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses of  the  voyag<»,  it  was  to  he  paid  hy  the  king, 
who  was  to  be  reimbursed,  as  far  as  p<)s>::i!  le,  hy  the 
sale  of  their  property. 

The  king  fiu'iher  ordered  that,  at  Natchez  and 
other  places,  where  it  might  be  done  ronvc^niently, 
parishes  might  be  formed,  and  pntundcr  the  direction 
of  Irish  clergymen,  in  order  to  i>ring  over  the  inhabit- 
ants and  their  families  to  the  Catholic  faith,  by  the 
mildness  and  persuasion  it  recommends  For  this 
purpose,  the  king  wrote  to  the  bishop  of  Salam;mca, 
to  choose  four  priests,  natives  of  Ireland,  of  approved 
zeal,  virtue  and  learning,  from  among  those  of  his 
university,  to  be  sent  to  Louisiana  at  the  king's  ex- 
pense. 

3Iiro,  on  whom  die  provisional  government  had 
devolved  on  the  departure  of  Galvez,  now  ref<  ived  a 
commission  of  gov(u*nor,  civil  and  military,  of  Louisi- 
ana and  West  Florida,  and  issued  his  hando  dehven 
gdhierno  on  the  second  of  June. 

A  hando  de  huen  gohierno,  is  a  proclamation  which 
the  governor  of  a  Spanish  colony  generally  issues  on 
assuming  its  government,  to  make  known  the  princi* 
pies  by  which  he  intends  to  direct  his  conduct,  and 
to  introduce  necessary  alterations  into  the  ordinances 
of  police. 

In  this  document,  Miro  begins  by  stating  that  re- 
ligion being  the  object  of  the  wise  laws  of  Spain,  and 
a  reverend  demeanor  in  church  a  consequence  of 
it,  the  bishop  having  lately  published  an  edict,  with 
regard  to  the  respect  and  devotion  with  which 
the  faithful  are  to  attend  the  celebration  of  the  holy 
mysteries,   the    proceedings   of  the   vicar-general 
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agciinst  clelinqiioiits  will  rtceivc  every  necessary  aid 
from  gov(  ritiiit-itt.  Working  on  the  »SabbatI)  and 
other  holy  festivals  is  prohibited, except  in  cases  of 
necessity,  without  the  license  of  the  vicar.  He  forbids 
th(  doors  olVhops  or  stores  being  kept  open  during 
the  hours  of  tlvim  s(  rviei  ,ai.ci  the  dances  of  slaves 
on  th<!  public  s(|uare»  on  those  days,  before  Uic  close 
of  the  ev(;riing  service. 

He  declares  his  intention  to  proceed  with  severity 
against  all  persons  living  in  concubinage.  He  ob- 
serves, that  the  idliiiess  of  free  nc gro,  mulatto,  and 
quarteroon  women,  resulting  from  their  dependence 
ibr  a  livelihooil  on  incontinence  and  libertinage,  will 
not  be  tolerated.  He  reconmiends  them  to  renounce 
their  mode  of  living,  and  to  betake  themselves  to 
honest  labour;  and  declaies  his  determination  to 
have  those  who  neglect  his  recommendation,  sent  out 
of  the  province — warnitig  them  that  he  will  consider 
thciir  excessive  attention  to  dress,  as  an  evidence  of 
their  miscondu'!t. 

He  complains  that  the  disdnction  which  had  been 
established  in  the  head  dress  of  females  of  colour,  is 
disregarded,  and  urges  that  it  is  useful  to  enforce  it; 
forbids  diem  to  wear  there<»n  any  plumes  or  jewelry, 
and  directs  them  to  wear  their  hair  bound  in  a  hand- 
kerchief. 

He  announces  that  the  laws  against  gambling  and 
duelling,  and  against  those  who  carry  about  their 
persons,  dirks,  pistols,  and  other  arms,  shall  be 
rigorously  enforced. 

The  nightly  assemblages  of  people  of  colour  are 
prohibited. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  city  are  forbidden  to  leave 
it,  either  by  land  or  water,  without  a  passport;  and 
those  who  leave  the  province  are  to  give  security  for 
the  payment  of  dieir  dc!>i.-. 
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Persons  coming  in,  l)y  land  or  water,  .ire  to  pre- 
sent liicinsclves  at  the  government  house. 

ThoMe  who  li  irhoiu'  eonvicts,  or  deserters,  from  die 
land  or  naval  serviee,  are  lo  he  pinnshed. 

Any  large  eoneourseofpeoide,  without  die  know- 
ledge of  government,  i8  inhihiied. 

Non<;  an»  to  walk  out  at  night  widiout  urgent  ne- 
cessity, and  not  then  widiout  a  light. 

No  houne  or  apartment  to  he  rented  to  a  slave. 

'ravern  keej)ers  are  to  shut  their  hous<;s  at  regular 
hours,  and  not  to  sell  spirituous  liquoi*s  to  Indians, 
soldiers  or  slav(»s. 

Purehases  from  soldiers,Iii(lians,convicts,  or  slaves 
arc  prohihited. 

Regulations  are  made  to  prevent  forestalling,  hogs 
running  at  large  in  di(^  streets,  to  restrain  die  keeping 
too  great  a  numhcr  of  dogs,  and  the  removal  of  dead 
animals. 

Measures  are  taken  to  guard  against  conflagrations, 
ibr  draining  the  streets,  and  keeping  die  landing  on 
die  lovee  unobstructed. 

Verbal  sales  of  slaves  are  forbidden. 

Don  Pedro  Piernas  succeeded  Miro  as  colonel  of 
die  regiment  of  Louisiana. 

At  the  close  of  the  war,  there  had  been  considera- 
ble migrations  to  the  banks  of  the  Ohio  and  the  west- 
ern part  of  Virginia.  A  district  had  here  been  form- 
ed called  Kentucky,  the  population  of  which  exceed- 
ed twelve  thousand  souls.  There  was  also  a  large 
number  of  setders  in  die  state  of  North  Carolina,  on 
the  western  side  of  the  mountains,  and  Tnany  had 
sat  down  on  the  banks  of  Cumberland  river.  These 
found  the  inconvenience  of  their  situation,  from  the 


♦ 


17871 


Tiik:  m 'I'H. 


B,l* 


I  of 


on 
the. 


immense  distance  of  ihc  sent  of  <r()v<rn!n('iu,  near  the 
shore  of  the  Atlantic,Ho  grievous,  tf  .ut  in  the  preceding 
year  they  had  made  uti  aiiein|)t  to  erect  themselves 
mto  a  8e|mrate  government,  under  the  style  uf  the  state 
of  Frunkhn. 

The  people  of  Kentucky  had  the  Rame  wish,  and 
those  or  V^irginia  were  not  averse  to  its  gratihcatioii. 
They  enjoyed  no  part  of  the  attention  of  tiie  general 
government.  Their  conununicatioii  with  die  Atlun- 
tic  was  obstructed  by  an  immense  wilderness  and 
loAy  mountains;  and  where  these  obstacles  were 
surmounted,  Uie  distance  to  a  sea  port  was  still  im- 
mense. The  climatt!  was  fiivourabU;  to  agriculture; 
and  although  their  land  [iroduced  much  more  than 
they  could  consume,  they  eould  fuid  no  market  for 
the  surplus.  Attempts  had  been  nmde  to  seek  one 
on  theMi8sissi|)|)i,  but  their  boats  had  been  met  and 
seized  by  Spanish  oflicers  ascending  the  stream  with 
supplies  for  St.  Louis.  A  convention  of  the  people 
met  at  L>i4nville  to  deliberate  on  the  propriety  of  an 
application  to  congress,  soliciting  admission  into  the 
Union  as  an  independent  state;  but  the  majority  of 
that  body  concluded  that  the  population  of  the 
district  was  too  small  and  sparse  to  support  the  ex- 
penses of  a  separate!  government.  Congress  seemed 
unwilling  to  take  any  measure  to  procure  them  a  free 
navigation  of  the  Misbissippi. 

Chabert  and  Reggio  were  the  ordinary  alcades  for 
the  year  1787. 

The  population  of  the  district  of  Opelousas  and 
AtJikapas  was  heretofore  supposed  to  be  so  incon- 
sid 'table,  that  it  had  been  thought  one  conmiandant 
was  eufiicientfor  both.  Don  Nicholas  Forstall,  a  re- 
gidof,  was  now  appointed  commandant  of  the  for-* 
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iner,  and  the  Chevalier  de  Clouet,  who  before  presi- 
ded over  both,  was  left  in  charge  of  the  latter.  On 
his  departure,  Forstall  claimed  the  right,  as  he  was 
leaving  the  cahildo  on  the  king's  service,  to  appoint 
a  lieutenant,  in  proxy,  to  represent  him  in  it;  but 
that  body  refused  to  recognise  such  a  right. 

The  four  Irish  priests  from  the  seminary  of  Sala- 
manca, chosen  by  the  bishop,  according  to  the  re- 
quest of  the  king,  reached  New-Orleans,  and  were 
sent  to  Baton  Rouge,  Natchez,  and  other  parts  of  the 
territory  conquered  fj'om  Great  Britain,  during  the 
last  war. 

Altho'  no  treaty  had  been  entered  into  between  the 
United  States  and  the  Catholic  king,  the  latter  had 
sent  a  minister  to  the  former.  This  gentleman,  Don 
Diego  de  Guard oqni,  now  formed  a  plan  forencour-. 
aging  migration  from  the  district  of  Kentucky  and 
the  western  part  of  North  Carolina,  to  the  right  bank 
of  the  Mississippi,  between  the  settlements  near  the 
river  Arkansas  and  those  near  the  Missouri.  George 
Morgan,  of  Pennsylvania,  who  offered  himself  as  the 
leader  of  the  emigrants,  received  the  grant  of  a  large 
tract  of  land,  on  which  he  laid  the  foundation  of  a 
city,  which  he  dignified  with  the  name  of  New 
Madrid.  A  company  of  infantry,  under  the  orders 
of  Pierre  Foucher,  was  sent  from  New-Orleans  to 
build  and  garrison  a  fort  near  the  intended  site  of  the 
city. 

At  t!ie  same  time,  Don  Diego  admitted  the  propo- 
sition of  the  Baron  de  Steuben,  a  general  officer, 
who,  having  served  the  United  States  with  distinc- 
tion during  the  late  war,  had,  together  with  other 
officers  of  rank,  and  a  number  of  respectable  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  solicited  an  extensive  tract  of 
eountfly  on  the  same  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  for  the 
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purpose  of  establishing  a  militnry  colony,  chiefly 
composed  of  such  persons  as  were  lately  in  the  arrny» 
and  were  left  without  employment,  on  its  disband- 
ment.  The  cabinet  of  Madrid,  however,  did  not 
think  proper  to  encournge  the  formation  of  a  colony, 
composed  of  such  materials,  in  die  Spanish  domin- 
ions. 

Morgan's  plan  had  but  a  partial  execjition. 

The  foundation  was  now  laid  of  a  commercial  in- 
tercourse, through  the  Mississippi,  between  the  Unit- 
ed States  and  New-Orleans,  which  has  been  continu 
ed,  with  but  litde  interrupdon,  to  this  day,  and  has 
increased  to  an  immense  degree;  and,  to  the  future 
ext(^ntof  whirh,  the  imagination  can  hardly  contem- 
plate any  limit.     Hitherto,  the  boats  of  the  western 
people,  venturing  on  the  Mississippi,  were  arrested 
by  the  first  Spanish  officer  who  met  them ;  and  con- 
confiscation  ensued, in  every  case;  all  communica- 
tion between  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  and  the 
Spaniards,  being  stricdy  prohibited.     Now  and  then, 
an  emigrant,  desirous  of  settling  in   the   district  of 
Natchez,  by  personal  entreaty  and  the  solicitations  of 
his  friends,  obtained  a  tract  of  land,  with  permission 
to  setUe  on  it  with  his  family,  slaves,  farming  utensils, 
and  furniture.     He  was  not  allowed    to    bring  any 
thing  to  sell  without  paying  an  enormous  duty.     An 
unexpected  incident  changed  the  face  of  affairs,  in 
this  respect. 

The  idea  of  a  regular  trade  was  first  conceived  by 
general  Wilkinson,  who  had  served  with  distinction 
as  an  officer  in  the  late  war,  and  whose  name  is  as 
conspicuous  in  the  annals  of  the  west,  as  any  other. 
He  had  connected  with  it  a  scheme  for  the  setdement 
of  several  thousand  American  families  in  that  part  of 
the  present  state  of  Louisiana,  now  known  as  the  pa- 
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rishos  of  Ivist  and  West  Feliciana,  ttnd  that  of 
Wasliiia,  and  on  WliiJo  river  and  other  streams  of  the 
present  t«Tri  lory  of  Arkansas.  For  these  services  to 
the  Spanish  pjovernment,  he  expected  to  obtain  the 
privilej^eof  in lro( hieing,  yearly,  ;j  considerable  quan- 
tity of  tobacco  into  tlie  iVlexican  nuu'kct. 

With  a  view  to  the  execution  of  his  plan,  Wilkin- 
son descended  Uic  Mississippi,  with  an  adventure  of 
tobacco,  Hour,  butUM*  anti  bacon.  He  stopped  at 
Natchez  while  his  boat  was  floating  down  the  stream 
to  Ncw-Orloans,  the  commandant  at  the  former  place 
having  been  inchiced  to  forbear  seizing  it,  from  an 
apprehension  that  such  a  step  would  hv.  disapprovtid 
by  Miro,  who  migiit  be  desirous  of  sliowing  some  in- 
dulgence to  a  general  officer  of  a  nation  with  whom 
his  was  at  peace — especially  as  the  boat  jind  its 
owner  were  proceeding  to  New-Orleans,  where  he 
could  act  towards  dicm  as  he  saw  fit. 

Wilkinson,  having  stopped  at  a  plantation  on  the 
river,  the  boat  reached  the  city  before  him.  On  its 
approacliing  the  levee,  a  guard  \v; is  immediately  sent 
on  board,  an<I  the  revenue  olHc<  rs  were  about  taking 
measures  for  its  seizure,  when  a  merchant,  who  was 
acqjuainted  with  Wilkinson,  and  had  some  influence 
with  3Tiro,  rc^presented  to  him  that  the  step  Navarro 
was  about  to  take  might  be  attended  with  unpleasant 
consequences;  that  the  people  of  Kentucky  were  al- 
ready much  exasperated  at  the  conduct  of  the  Span- 
iards in  seizing  all  Uie  property  of  Uiose  who  naviga- 
ted tho'Mis^issippi,  and  if  this  system  was  pursued, 
they  would  prol»ably,  in  spile  of  congress,  take  means 
themselves  to  open  the  navigation  of  the  river  by 
force.  Hints  were,  at  the  same  time,  thrown  out, 
that  the  geiienU  was  a  very  popular  character  among 
those  who  were  capable  of  inflaming  the  whole  of  the 
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western  pconle,  and  that,  probably,  his  sending  a  boat 
before  him,  tiiatit  might  beseizcif,  was  a  scheme  laid 
by  the  government  of  the  United  States,  that  he 
might,  on  his  return,  influence  the  minds  of  his  coun* 
try  men ;  and,  having  brought  th'.^m  to  the  point  he 
wished,  induce  them  to  choose  him  for  their  leader, 
and,  spreading  over  the  country,  carry  Arc  and  deso- 
lation  from  one  part  of  TiOuisiana  to  tin;  other. 

On  this,  Miro  expressed  liis  wish  to  Navarro  that 
the  guard  might  be  removed.  This  was  done;  and 
Wilkinson's  friend  was  permitted  to  take  charge  of 
the  boat,  and  s(^ll  die  cargo,  without  paying  any 
duty. 

On  his  first  interview  with  Miro,  Wilkinson,  that 
he  might  not  derogate  from  the  character  his  friend 
had  given  him,  by  appearing  concerned  in  so  trifling 
an  adventure  as  a  boat-load  of  tobacco,  flour,  ^c. 
observ<;d  that  the  cargo  belonged  to  several  of  his 
fellow  citizens  in  Kentucky,  who  wished  to  avail 
themselves  of  his  visit  to  New-Orleans  to  make  a 
trial  of  the  temper  of  die  coloiiial  government. 
On  his  return  he  could  then  inform  the  United 
States  go vernuient  of  die  steps  taken  under  his  eye; 
so  thatr,  in  future^,  proper  measures  might  be  adopt- 
ed, lie  acknowledged  with  gratitude  die  attention 
and  respect  manifested  towards  himself,  and. the  fa- 
vour shown  to  die  merchant  who  had  been  permitted 
to  take  care  of  the  boat ;  adding,  he  did  not  wish 
diat  the  intendant  should  ex|»ose  himself  to  the  anger 
of  the  court,  by  forbearing  lo  seize  the  boat  and  car- 
go, if  such  were  his  instructions,  and  he  had  no  au- 
thority to  depart  from  them  when  circumstances  might 
require  it. 

Miro  supposed,  from  this  conversation,  that  Wil- 
kinson's ol)ject  wns  to  produce  a  rupture  rather  than 
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to  avoid  ono.  lie  bccanio  more  and  more  nlannrd. 
For  twoortlnoe  years  brlbro,  pprlieiiljirly  siiu*«»  ilio 
commissioners  of  (he  states  oriuorgia  cametoIVaieliez 
to  claim  tlio  eouiury,  lie  lind  Ixmmi  leirfiil  o(  an 
invasion  at  every  rise  of  the  waler;  iiiul  ilie  rumour 
ofa  few  boatt;  liavinj;  been  seen  Jogrllier  on  the  Ohio 
was  sufficient  to  excite  his  npprrhensions.  At  his 
next  interview  with  Wilkinson,  liiiving  pnuMired  fur- 
ther information  of  the  character,  numluT,  and  dis- 
position of  die  western  people,  and  having  resolvrd, 
in  his  mind,  what  measures  he  could  take,  eonsistf^nt- 
ly  with  his  insirnetions,  he  concluded  diat  he  rould 
do  no  better  dian  to  bold  out  a  hope  to  Wilkinson,  in 
order  to  secure  his  influence  iit  rest rai lung  his  coun- 
trymen from  an  invasion  of  Louisiana,  till  furdier  in- 
structions eould  be  nn^eived  from  Madrid.  The 
general  saile<l  in  September  for  Philadelphia. 

A  lucrative  trade  had  begun  to  be  r:irried  on  be- 
tween IVow-Orleans  and  that  city,  at  >vhicli  die  colo- 
nial government  appeared  to  wink.  (]luardo(]ui, 
lu>wev(T,  (inding  that  he  did  not  participate  in  the 
profits  of  this  new  branch  of  coujiuerce,  his  friends 
not  obtaining  the  consignment  of  the  vessels  engaged 
in  it,  notwithstanding  various  hints  and  Uireats 
dirown  out  to  the  captains  and  super-cargoes,  pro- 
cured a  list  of  die  names  of  die  vessels,  captains  and 
owners  in  New-Orleans,  real  or  pretended,  and  for- 
warded it  to  Navarro,  with  a  severe  reprimand ;  add- 
ing, diat  he  had  informed  die  court  of  the  disregard, 
of  the  laws  in  Louisiana.  He  so  worked  upon  the 
fears  of  the  intendani,  that,  apprehensive  of  losing  his 
place  if  he  did  not  recur  to  severe  m(>asures,  the  lat- 
ter prosecuted,  with  apparent  impartiality  and  unre- 
lenting rigour,  all  those  against  whom  information 
was  lodged,  seizing  vessels  on  their  arrival,  confisca- 
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ting  tlioir  cargooR,aiul  imprisoning  tlic  ownorM,  cap- 
tains and  crcwH.  'rii<\so  woro  all  condemned  to  the 
inineH  for  varionH  terms  of  years. 

Tlir  spirit  of  ilie  government  and  tho  venality  of 
its  oHi<!rrswas,  liowitver,  apparent.  Tfic  favourites 
ofilios(;  willi  whom  ilie  oilierrs  had  connexions  in 
business  escap(;d,  hy  bringing  proofs  that  were 
thought  su(rici<;nt  tod«?stroy  Uioso  K<;nt  by  (jiuardoqui, 
by  rcc<!iving  timely  notiei?  of  their  danger,  by  orders 
forvvardrd  toih<?conunandant  at  tho  Halizi;  to  f'lvour 
thrm,  by  not  suflering  th<^ni  to  enter,  and  allowing 
those  who  had  «'nlerrd,but  not  rraehed  New-Orleans, 
to  return  and  put  back  to  sea,  with  such  part  of  their 
cargoes  as  (liey  could  not  conveniently  land  on  Uio 
plantations  along  th<;  banks  of  the  river — the  owners 
having  ordered  those  vessels  to  fon'ign  ports,  pre- 
tended they  were  lost  during  th(Mrvr>yage,  and  they 
were  ignorant  of  any  Uiing  concerning  them  since 
tlM»y  left  New-OrUfans. 

It  was  the  practice  in  Spanish  colonies,  to  con- 
diMun  all  contraband  lrar|(;rs  to  the  mines;  but  in  such 
cases  the  law  was  ranly  carried  into  execution, 
when  there  had  been  no  violent  resistance  or  blood 
slufd.  'I'he  oHender  was,  however,  iui [prisoned,  and 
oftera  short  time,  suffered  to  escape — the  jailor  re- 
porting him  as  runaway  or  dead.  Some  of  the  per- 
sons who  were  thus  condemned  and  imprisoned  in 
New-Orleans,  were  soon  after  liberated.  A  few 
were  permitted  to  command  other  vessels,  after  hav- 
ing made  some  change  or  alteration  in  their  names. 
One  of  them  who  had  been  imprisoned  and  returned 
as  dead,  by  the  gaoler,  went  to  Madrid,  wh«;re  he 
obtained  the  review  and  reversal  of  the  sentence 
against  him,  and  came  bark  to  Nevv-Orloans. 
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The  congress  of  the  United  States,  this  year,  erect- 
ed the  territory  to  the  northwest  of  the  Ohio  into  a 
distinct  government,  at  the  head  of  which  they  placed 
Arthur  St.  Clair,  an  officer  of  the  late  revolution,  and 
once  their  president 

ArcUreS'^Gazettes'^St.  Merp — Clark — Marshal. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

Conflagration. — Permission  given  to  Wilkinson 
to  trade. — Emigrants. — Census. — Navarro^s  dc" 
parture:  His  uleas  in  regard  to  the  people  of 
Kentucky:  their  plans. — CImrles  IV. — Wilkin- 
son.— Encouragement  to  migration. — Irish  emi- 
grants.— Fetter al  constitution  of  tlie  {/.States.--^ 
Washington. — Nootka  Sound. — Negotiations  at 
Madrid. — Southwestern  Territory. — Don  Fran- 
cisco de  Bouligny. — Don  Nicholas  Maria  Vidal 
— Indian  affairs. — Insurrection  in  Hispaniola, 
— State  of  Vermont. 

The  ordinary  alcades,  for  the  year  1788,  were 
Foucher  and  Argotte.  Pedesclaux  now  succeeded 
Rodriguez  in  the  office  of  clerk  of  the  cabildo,  which 
he  held  during  the  remainder  of  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment in  Louisiana. 

On  the  twenty-first  of  March,  (Good  Friday,)  the 
chapel  of  a  Spaniard,  in  Chartres-street,  New-Or- 
leans, took  fire,  about  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon ; 
and,  the  wind  being  very  high  at  the  time,  a  confla- 
gration ensued,  which,  in  a  few  hours,  consumed 
nine  hundred  houses,  and  other  property  of  immense 
value. 

In  order  to  relieve  the  inhabitants,  in  some  degree, 
from  the  distress  into  which  this  event  had  plunged 
them,  the  colonial  government  made  a  large  c  ontrac 
fbrfiour,  to  be  purchased  within  the  United  States^ 
on  which  it  made  great  advances  in  money;  and  in 
order  to  induce  oontractors  to  deliver  it  on  the  beet 
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terms,  the  privilege  was  allowed  them  of  introducing 
an  unlimited  quantity  of  merchandise,  on  paying  the 
usual  duty.  Guardoqui,  finding  that  the  intbrnation 
he  had  given  made  him  enemies  in  the  United  States, 
that  the  colonial  government  had  seized  the  op- 
portunity presented  by  the  late  conflagration,  to  re- 
lease all  the  individuals  imprisoned  inconsequence 
of  the  prosecutions  he  had  instigated  during  the  pre- 
ceding year,  and  to  restore  the  property  confiscated, 
(a  measure  approved  hy  the  king,  to  whom  a  repre- 
sentation had  been  made  by  his  officers  in  Louisiana) 
and  th  It  no  benefit  could  result  to  him  from  continu- 
ing his  interference,  desisted  from  any  further  attempt 
to  obstruct  the  commercial  intercourse  between  Phi- 
ladelphia and  New-Orleans;  and  his  agents,  induced 
by  motives  of  prudence,  and  perhaps  by  a  share 
in  the  profits,  did  every  thing  in  their  power  to 
augment  it. 

Miro  now  received  and  executed  a  commission  of 
judge  of  residence  of  Galvez. 

On  the  eighth  of  August,  Wilkinson'sagent  in  New 
Orleans  procured,  from  the  colonial  government, 
permission  to  send  to  the  city  one  or  more  launches 
loaded  with  tobacco  from  Kentucky. 

Several  individuals  from  the  Wabash,  Kentucky, 
and  Cumberland  rivers,  came  to  Louisiana  to  ascer- 
tain whether  their  migration  to  the  province  would 
be  alloued,and  to  view  the  country.  They  were  in- 
formed that  they  would  be  permitted  to  introduce 
their  property ;  such  as  was  for  sale,  paying  a  duty 
of  twenty-five  per  cent ;  that  their  slaves,  stock,  provi- 
sions for  two  years,  and  farming  implements,  would 
be  free  from  duty ;  that  land  would  be  granted,  and 
protection  afforded  them,  as  long  as  they  demeaned 
themselves  well. 
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A  census,  vvhich  was  taken  this  year, 
following  resuhs: 

Wiihin  the  city  of  New-Orleans, 

From  tho  Belize  to  the  city. 

At  the  Terre-nux-Boeufs, 

On  the  hayousSt,  John  and  Gentilly, 

Bnrataria, 

Tchoupitoulas, 

Parish  of  St.  Charles, 

St.  John  the  Baptist, 

St.  James, 

Lafourche, 

Do.     interior, 

Iherville, 

Pointe  Couple, 

Opelousas, 

Atakapas, 

New  Iberia, 

Washita, 

Rapides, 

Avoyelles, 

Natchitoches, 

Arkansas, 

In  Lower  Louisiana, 

St.  Genevieve, 
St.  Louis, 

In  Upper  Louisiana, 

Manchac, 

Galvezton, 

Baton  Rouge, 

Feliciana, 

Natchez, 

Mobile, 

Pensacola, 
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The  incre.iso  between  the  census  of  1785,  which 
gave  a  grand  lotal  of  32,1 14.  is  10, 197,  in  three  years ; 
which  is  about  thirty-one  and  a  half  per  eent.  This 
is,  perhaps,  accounted  for,  by  the  accession  of  popu- 
lation brought  by  the  Acadians  sinro  tfie  first  census. 
The  increase  in  Iberville,  Manchac,  LaluiirchejOpe- 
lousas  and  Atakapas,  the  parts  of  the  province  in 
which  these  people  settled,  presents  an  increase  of 
fifty  one  per  cent  The  number  of  Acadian  emi- 
grants may  in  this  way  be  reckoned  at  about  3500. 

The  number  of  white  persons  was  19,445;  that  of 
free  persons  of  colour  1,701 ;  that  of  slaves  *il,465. 

Don  Martin  Navarro,  the  intendant,  now  left  the 
province  for  Spain;  and  the  two  offices  of  intendant 
and  governor  were  united  in  the  person  of  Miro.  Na- 
varro^slastcommunication  totheking,vvasa  memorial 
which  he  had  prepared,  by  order  of  the  minister,  on 
the  danger  to  be  apprehended  by  Spain,  in  her  Ame- 
rican colonies,  from  the  emancipation  of  the  late 
British  provinces  on  the  Atlantic.  In  this  document, 
he  dwells  much  on  the  ambition  of  the  United  States, 
and  their  thirst  for  conquest;  whose  views  he  states 
to  be  an  extension  of  territory  to  the  shores  of  the  Pa- 
cific ocean;  and  suggests  the  dismemberment  of  the 
western  country,  by  means  of  pensions  and  the  grant 
of  commercial  privileges,  as  the  most  proper  means, 
in  the  power  of  Spain,  to  arrest  the  impending  dan- 
ger. To  effect  this,  was  not,  in  his  opinion,  very 
difficult.  The  attempt  was  therefore  strongly  recom- 
mended, as  success  would  greatly  augment  the  power 
of  Spain,  and  forever  arrest  the  progress  of  the  United 
States  to  the  west. 

The  suggestion  was  well  received  at  Madrid,  and 
became  the  ground  work  of  the  policy  which  therer 
after  actuated  the  court  of  Spain. 
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It  would  not  have  been  difficult  for  the  king  of 
Spain,  at  this  period,  to  have  found,  in  Kentucky, 
citizens  of  the  United  States  ready  to  come  into  his 
views.  The  people  of  that  district  met,  this  year,  in  a 
second  convention,  and  agreed  on  a  petition  to  congress 
for  the  redress  of  their  grievances — the  principal  of 
which  was,  the  occlusion  of  the  Mississippi.  Underthc 
apprehension  that  the  interference  of  congress  could 
not  be  obtained,  or  might  be  fruitless,  several  expedi- 
ents were  talked  of,  no  one  of  which  was  generally 
approved ;  the  people  being  divided  into  no  less  than 
five  parties,  all  of  which  had  different,  if  not  opposite, 
views. 

The  first  was  for  independence  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  formation  of  a  new  republic,  uncon- 
nected with  them,  who  was  to  enter  into  a  treaty 
with  Spain. 

Another  party  was  willing  that  the  country  should 
become  a  part  of  the  province  of  Louisiana,  and  sub- 
mit to  the  admission  ofthe  laws  of  Spain. 

A  third  desired  a  war  with  Spain,  and  the  seizure 
of  New-Orleans. 

A  fourth  plan  was  to  prevail  on  congress,  by  a  show 
of  preparation  for  war,  toc^xtort  from  the  cabinet  of 
Madrid,  what  it  persisted  in  refusing. 

The  last,  as  unnatural  as  the  second,  was  to  soli- 
cit France  to  procure  a  retrocession  of  Louisiana, 
and  extend  her  protection  to  Kenturky. 

It  was  in  the  western  part  of  the  United  States, 
that  the  inefficacy  of  the  power  vested  in  congress 
was  mostcomplained  of.  With  a  view  of  remedying 
this  evil,  a  convention  of  deputies  from  all  the  stntes, 
except  that  of  Rhode  Island,  met  at  Philadel|)hia; 
and, on  the  seventeenth  of  Stpt'^jmher,  submitted  to 
their  fellow  citizens  a  plan  of  government  for  their 
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adoption,  calculated  to  efTect  a  more  perfect  union, 
estahlisli  justice,  insure  domestic  triuafuility,  provide 
for  thoroininon  tlefence,  |)roniotr  ihcgencr  U  weltare, 
and  secure  the  blessings  of  liberty  to  them  and  their 
posterity. 

The  choice  of  the  cahildo,  for  ordinary  alcados, 
for  the  years  1789  and  1790,  fell  on  Ortega  and  Al- 
monaster. 

Don  Andrew  Almonaster  succeeded  Reggio  as 
perpetual  re^ridor  and  alferez  real. 

According  to  die  king^s  order  obtained  by  Forstidl, 
Don  Carlos  de  la  Chaise  took  hiss<  at  in  the  cuiaido, 
as  lieutenant  of  die  former. 

Charles  the  diird  had  died  on  the  14th  of  Decem- 
ber last,  in  the  seventy-second  year  of  hiHug(*,and 
was  succeeded  by  his  sou, Charles  the  fonrdi.  Fune- 
ral rites  were  performed,  in  honour  of  die  departed 
monarch,  on  the  seventh  ofMay,  witii  as  much  pomp 
and  solemnity  asthe  smallness  of  the  chapel  of  the 
hospital  could  admit  of!  This  chi  pel,  and  that  of  the 
nuns,  were  the  only  places  of  worship  which  the  con- 
flagration had  spared.  On  th(>  next  day,  the  new 
sovereign  was  proclaimed,  under  repeated  dischar- 
ges of  artillery  from  the  forts  and  shipping,  and  the 
acclamations  of  the  colonists.  At  night,  the  city  was 
brilliantly  illuminuted,and  dieatrical  exhibitions  were 
presented  to  the  people. 

Wilkinson  visited  New-Orleans  for  the  second 
time.  Miro  informed  him  he  was  instructt;d  to  per- 
mit the  migration  of  settlers  from  the  western  coun- 
try; but  he  was  without  information  of  his  sovereign's 
will  as  to  the  grant  of  land  for  colonization,  on  the 
large  scale  proposed,  or  the  introduction  of  tobacco 
into  the  viceroyalty  of  Mexico. 
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Accordingly,  the  colonial  government  granted  se- 
veral tracis  uf  land  tOHUcli  settlers  from  the  western 
part  of  tile  United  States  us  presented  themselves. 
They  were  favoured  with  an  exemption  from  duty, 
as  toull  (he  oroperty  they  hronght,  invested  in  tho 
produce  of  their  country.  Under  the  denomination 
of  settlers,  all  those  who  had  an  acquaintance  with 
any  person  of  influence  in  New-Orleans,  obtained 
pasHuortis,  and  made  shipments,  which  were  admit- 
ted tree  from  duty.  Pretending  to  return  in  order 
to  hritig  tlHMr  families,  they  ro|)ented  the  speculation 
several  times.  Odiers  came  with  slav(;s  and  stock, 
and  returned.  A  few  only  remained,  and  i\wy  were 
thoso  who  availed  themselves  the  least  of  the  im- 
munities offered  by  the  Spanish  government.  They 
had  a  few  slaves  and  cattle,  and  but    little   of  other 

Kro|)erty.  They  settled  chiefly  in  the  districts  of 
fatchezund  Feliciana,  where  they  increased  the  cul- 
ture of  tobacco,  which  was  the  only  article  of  expor- 
tation raised  in  this  part  of  the  provinc^e.  The  ^fi« 
couragement  thus  given  lo  migration  and  speculation, 
opened  a  mark(;t  for  the  produce  of  the  Ohio.  Flour 
was  brought  down  from  Pittsburgh ;  and  the  farmers, 
finding  a  vent  for  every  thing  they  could  raise,  their 
land  rose  in  value,  and  industry  was  encouraged. 
Flour  was  then  to  be  had  on  the  Monongnhela,  at 
fromeighteen  to  twenty  shillingsUie  barrel,  (JjiS  40  to 
2  ()6.)  Its  quality  was  so  inferior,  that  it  was  used  in 
times  of  scarcity  only,  or  in  making  biscuit. 

A  number  of  Irisli  families  were  desirous  of  re- 
moving to  Louisiana  or  the  FloriUas,  in  the  hope  that 
th<^  kingof  S{>ain  would  afiord  them  the  sam<'  aid  as 
h'KJ  i»eon  extended  to  emigrants  from  the  Canary 
islands  and  Malaga  a  few  years  before;  but  on  iheir 
application,  the  captain-general  was  informed  from 
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Mmlrid,  thutnoscitilcrfl  conid  he  nclmittod  in  eiihor 
of  llioso  pioviiic«,vs,  whoso  pnssago  out,  or  whose 
niiiiiitiiiiiaMC(3  for  :i  hiiiilod  tiin<%  would  havo  to  l>o 
paid  out  ofdu^'oyal  (roiisury;  and  thoso  foroignors, 
oidy,  could  ho  rocoivod,  who,  of  thoir  own  will,  should 
present  tluMnselvos  and  swear  allegiance  to  the  king. 
To  such,  land  might  he  granted,  and  surveyed  gra- 
tuitously, in  proportion  to  (he  iniinher  of  persons  in 
each  family:  they  were  not  to  he  moh^sted  on  account 
of  their  religion,  hut  no  odier  mode  of  puhlic  wor- 
ship was  to  he  allowed  than  Uie  Catholic:  they  were 
not  to  he  nM]uired  >o  hear  arnjs,  hut  in  the  dt^fence 
of  the  province,  shoulil  an  enemy  invade  it.  No  other 
aid  or  assistance  was  to  he  given  iheni,  hut  land,  pro- 
tection, and  good  treatment.  They  might  hring  with 
them  properly  of  any  kind;  hut,  in  case  of  exporting 
it,  diey  were  to  pay  a  duty  of  six  per  cent. 

Few  or  no  settlers  emigrated  from  Ireland. 

Don  Louis  de  las  Casas,  a  hrigadi(;r-gencral  of  the 
royal  armies,  was  appointed  captain-general  of  the 
island  of  Cuha,  and  of  the  provinces  of  East  and 
West  Florida. 

The  hishoprick  ofCuha,  of  which  the  provinces  of 
Louisiana,  East  and  West  Florida  ma<le  a  part,  was 
divided.  The  southern  part  of  the  island  was?  erect- 
ed into  die  archhishoprick  of  Cuha,  and  the  northern 
into  the  hishoprick  of  Havana,  of  which  these  provin- 
ces now  made  a  part.  Don  Santiago  Joseph  de  Tres 
Falui'ios  was  the  tirst  incumbent  of  the  hishoprick. 

The  people  of  the  several  states  having  adopted 
tlie  constitution  prorosed  hy  the  late  convention,  the 
new  government  went  into  operation  on  the  fourth  of 
March  of  this  year,  under  the  auspices  of  general 
Washington,  thcfirst  president  of  the  United  8tates. 
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Tlu'  liij^li  i^'romid  inluiil^y  llu'  Hritisli frovcnimcnt 
on  tlusiliuck  ot'lin^sriilt'iiHMii.s  ul  Noolka Sound,  and 
tlu;  vi<>;4Mir  wiili  wliicii  it  armed  to  sn|>])oi-l  its  prrlcii- 
HJons,  tiii'iiisiird  stiong  gnxiiid  for  the  ix'lict  (liat  a 
war  would  soon  he  couuiieiiecMl.  In  the  I 'niled 
Stiites,  die  |ini(!Un*e  was  consiih'R'd  as  a  lavouitihlc 
one,  lor  in'^ui<r  their  (daiui  to  the  navigation  of  die 
Mississippi;  and  dieir  ehar<re  <l(.>s  aniur<>s  at  JVladrid 
was  instructed  not  only  to  |)ress  this  point  widi  v.nr^ 
iiestness,  hut  to  se(Mn'e  die  unmolested  use  of  dial 
river  in  rulure,  hy  ohtaining  a  cession  of  the  island 
on  which  New-Orleans  stands,  and  tin;  l''loridas. 

'I'ho  lederal  «];overiiinent  was  not  y(!t  ready  to  pur- 
chaste  this  cession,  rors<;veral  millions  or(h>llars,  as  it 
did  ari(>rwards.  They  cjxpected  that,  in  die  secm'ity 
oI'iIk; liii^ndshij) ofihe  United  States,  and  dies(!curity 
which  would  he  given  to  tin;  dominions  ol'S|)ain  on 
the  west  of  the  Mississippi,  she  would  find  a  linr 
c*|uival(Mit  for  the  <M!ssion;  as  not  only  die  United 
Sates  would  hav(!  no  ohject  in  crossing  die  slreatn, 
hut  their  real  intentst  would  r(;(pdro  that  S[)ain 
should  retain  die  iiiiniensc  possessions  ulic  claimed  to 
die  west. 

Carmichael,  die  cliarge  des  alTairos  of  dieUnifiid 
J^^tates  at  .Vladri<l,  vvas  furthir  directed  to  draw  die 
attention  ofdie  Catlioli<r  king's  ministers  to  the  pecu- 
liar situation  of  Uiese  states,  to  one  halfof  whu^li  tlie 
use  ofdie  Mississippi  was  so  necessary,  that  no  edort 
could  prevent  diern  I'rorri  ac(piiring  it.  He  vvas  in- 
structed to  urge,  that  their  doing  so,  hy  acting  sepa- 
rately, or  in  conjuiicUon  vvidi  (jlreat  FJritain,  was 
one  of  those  events  which  human  wisdom  would  in 
vain  attenijH  to  prevent  To  the  serious  consideni- 
tion  of  the  Spanish  government,  were  suhmitted  the 
oonse(iuetices  that  would  result  lo  all  the  Spanisii  pos- 
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sessions  ill  Anicrir;!,  iVom  iKwiilifios  witli  fii'ont  lli'i- 
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Si  a  ((VS. 

jinioii  llinr.   in    llio   rvrnt  ofa  U'j»rl»rtwrrii 


(iriMi  IJriiaiii  ami  Spain,  li<Miisiana  would  hr  inva- 
<!((!  iVoin  Canada,  nasnol  a  nirr<'  snirjjjcslion  for  aid- 
iiio  ihc  ii('«!;(»lialions  at  IMadrid;  il  was  seriously  <>on- 
l<Mnj>la((  il  l»y  tin*  American  ^ovrnnnenl ;  aiul  tlio 
aii<niioiM)rtlio  execntivi*  was  nn'iH'd  (o(ln'  nnsisnreM 
w  hicli  woidd  Im»  proper  lo  pursue,  shoidil  appli<'a(ioii 
he  made  lor  p«M'niissioii  lo  man'li  a  ImmIv  <»l  >roo|»H 
dn-oniih  ihe  niisellled  territory  of  (he  l'ni<e<l  Slates, 
into  ihe  <!Mi'ii!i<ais  ol  ^|  ain,  or  if  sueh  an  at- 
tempt should  he  math'  without  permission. 

The  western  peopjr  eoruiiuuMl  lou<lly  and  justly  to 
t'omplain  ol'ihe  inalteiilion  of  <on;j;ress  lo  the  hosiilo 
fiMnperorthe  Indians,  to  which  an  uimsnal  dejrree  of 
importance  was  «i;iven,hy  tli<' apprehension  that  it  was 
foaKiited  hy  the  intrii»nes  holh  of  (ireal  Hrilain  and 
Sjiain.  P'rom  (^aiiada,  lh<'  northern  Indians  wcro 
understood  to  he  supplied  wiih  the  means  ofprosiv 
CMiifij^  a  war,  wliicli  tluy  had  he«  n  slimulated  to  <on- 
linui",  and  to  th*'  inllueiuM'  of  the  i»ov<'rnor  of  lOast 
Fh»rida,and  piM-haps  to  liial  of  Louisiana,  had  lu'cii 
partly  atlrihutcd  the  late  Ihilureora  negoliation  with 
ihe  C^e<'!\S. 

'J'o  conciliate  the  latter  Indians,  colonel  Willct,  a 
distii»i;nished  ollicor  ol*  the  lale  revolution,  was  sent 
amofiui  them.  He  aciinilled  himself  so  well  of  the 
duties  assij^ned  to  him,  that  lite  ciiiels  ol'  dial  nation, 
with  ArCJillivrey  at  their  head,  repainul  to  New- 
A  orU,  where  ne«i;otia lions  wcm'o  immediately  hegun, 
and  terminated  hy  a  treaty  of  [jcacc  on  the  seventh  of 
Auiiust. 

On  die  iirst    information,   at  St.  Augnstino,  that 
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M'Ciiillivrpy  was  nliout  lo  procrrd  lo  Nrw-York,  ilio 
iiitr|li^(>iKM<!  wsiN  iiiini('«ii<iU>iy  ('4>nvry4'<l  lo  liSis  <  lasiis, 
tli(!Cii|>l.'iin-^(>ii4>ral  :it  llaviiiia,  jiikI  llir  s<(-n>tary  of 
tho  jy;uv<riiin<>iil  of  lOasl  T'lorida  was  sciil  al  )Im; 
guiruHiiiH;  witli  alar^<^siM)i  of  iiioiicy,  as  it  was  said, 
to  |Hircliaso  (lour;  hut  liis  rral  olijrcl  was  lirlirvcd  lo 
Im»,  lo  (HiiWarrass  llir  iHjrolialioiis  with  iIm^  (^nrks. 
Ilr  was  cdosoly  watcju'il,  and  mrasiins  won*,  takuii 
to  midcraiiy  aflrrnpl,  hr  iiii;^lil  niakr,  ahoriivc. 

Tho  ovt'i'tiirrs  ihf  Ainrriraii  «jfovrriimrii(.  iriadn 
to  lh(^  Indians  on  Um^  VVahash  and  da;  Miarnis,  w(  r(3 
notsosiircrssrul.  TIm' wrslnii  fr<>nti<'rs  of  ihr  niid- 
dlc  stairs  vvrnt  slill  rxposrd  to  dnMlcsirnclivr  inva- 
sion of  lli<^  sava^rs,  and  tlnn' was  reason  lo  Im  licvo 
tliauhe  inhahitanls  conid  only  Ih;  rcNascd  from  llio 
t<M'rors  of  th(;  tomahawk  and  scaliiin^knilr,  hy  tho 
vijrorous  cxcrtioli  of  niiliiary  (orcr;  and  f^rncral 
ll.iininor  was  dirortctd  hy  the  pn>sid<Mit  of  ih<^  Tnit- 
cd  Slat(»s  to  uKirch  aj^ainst  ihr  Indians,  hrinjjf  ihcrn, 
if  (lossihlc,  to  an  cn^aiionirnt,  hut  in  any  rvenl,  lo  des- 
troy di(>irs(Mdoni(;nls  on  da;  VVahasIs  and  Scioto. 

With  ihrre  hundred  and  (illy  r(>«i;ulars,  and  a  hody 
of  niiliti.'i  of  eh^ven  hundred  men  from  da;  slaU;  of 
Virginia  hikI  die  disiri<'l  of  Kenliieky,  he  received  a 
cheek  early  in  Oeioher;  hut  (inally  succeeded  in  re- 
clu<tin<Lr  to  ashes  the  villa^<'S  of  \\w  ciH'my  on  die 
Scrioto,  and  (hvsiroyin^  iheir  winter  provisions.  11(3 
retreated,  widiouledeetiii'r  any  iUuv^  on  die;  Wahash, 
and  die  Indi.ins  were  a^ain  successful  in  a  second 
attack.  The  supineness  of  con<i;ress,  who  rM>j»leeled, 
notwithstanding  \\w  recorruiiendalionofthe  president 
to  raise  a  force  stdlicient  to  tin;  prou^ction  of  the  wes- 
tern people,  incr(!as<>d  their  disconlents. 

Congress,  this  year,  accepted  a  cession  made  to  the 
United  ^States,  hy  North  Carolina,  of  ail  iicr  lands  on 
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lli(>  wosurii  si<lo  of  tlir  inoniHninH;  mid  a  dislinrt 
p;ov(>nuiiri)l  >v.)s  (<sl;il>li  IkmI  lor  llir  propic  who 
jI\v<M(  lo  (lio  s<nilli-w«'sl  of  llir  Oliio.  Il  wjis  <*nllr(l 
llu' S<»ulli-n<'s(rrii  'I't-rriiorv,  and  Williinii  hl<»iin( 
w.\s  «j;()v«>riu>rorii,  until  iluMM'rcdon  ol"  (ho  sialic  of 
Trnnt'ssjT. 


n  ^^ 


iMoralos  and  lMariij;ny  t\v  IMaiidovillo.  wvrv  olioson 
ordinarv  alcadt's  lor  (In*  vrar    l7iM. 

DonNirhoiMN  IMaria  \'idal  sncccrdiMl  Poslrfijo,  an 
nthlitorof  war  and  assessor  ol'^ovtM'nnirnl. 

(\>nufr(^ss  now  ad(l<>d  a  nrw  roidnn'nr  to  iho 
n)iiii:u'v  (\s(al)lrslnn(Mil,  and  a(nhoris4<<l  {\\v  pr<'sid<'nt 
io  raise  a  hody  ol'lwo  tliousand  mm  lor  six  niondis. 
The  pr(»si(lrnf  placed  (liis  l<>re(»  nnder  nia)or-<;cnrral 
Si.  (Mair,  ijoviM'nor  of  ih(»  lNor!li-w<'si<«rii  Terriiory, 
Avh(>  had  serve<l  widi  distinction  in  llu>  annv  ol'iho 
nnolution,  and  had  lilled  the  eiiair  of  eon«»;ress. 

In  the  siuniner  and  fall,  (wo<'xp4Mhiions  were  roii- 
ilneled  ajj;ainst  the  vil!;i;L!;("s  on  iUv.  Wahash,  in  whi<-h, 
with  a  v«'rv  small  loss,  a  lew  of  the  Indian  warriors 
wcvo  Ivillt(l,sotne  ofdieirtdd  men,  wonu^n  and  ehil- 
dr(Mi  mad(*  prisoners,  snul  sev(M*al  oftheir  towns,  with 
(^xtensive  fields,  were  d(>slrov<u!.  Tin'  lirst  was  le<| 
hv  jieneral  Seoll,  in  May,  and  the  sjH'ond  hy  general 
"\V;lkinso!u  ifj  Septemher. 

'VUv  in:!Jor-j;«'neral  was  more  imforlnnnlr.  Hif? 
small  army,  eonsistinj;  of  ahont  lonrteeii  lumdred  el- 
ieeliv{»  rank  and  {\U\  was  ronl<Ml  hy  llu^  Indians  on 
die  third  ot'Xovemher.  His  di^feat.  \vas  romj)lete. 
JSix  lumdrtMl  and  thirty-one  were  killed  or  niissinj^, 
and  two  hundred  and  sixty-seven  wounded.  Among 
the  killed  was  the  brave  and  mneh  lam<'nted  g«'neral 
Butler.  This  happened  about  lifty  miles  irom  the 
Miami  villages. 
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Tlio  poopU'of K<'iiliM'liy  r<)ii)|)lain(<1  llint  ronfrrrHS 
>V4'n-ioo  spario;;  in  iiiniisliiii^  iri<>anh  lor  lln-ir  iiroiro 
(ioii.  t  Im'V  \\<i'(' rIaiiionMisly  falling  for  ndiiiisHiori 
itMo  iIm>  1  iiMoit  as  II  slai< .  Alllio^  IVliro  iiivoiirrd  llicin 
Willi  an  iiihM('oiirs<<  with  I  fiiiisiana,  in  wliirli  t|i(;y 
loniid  a  vciil  li)!'  ilicir  proiiiicc,  llicy  vvrn*  dissatiH- 
ill  d  >vitli  iIm'  Irnris  iindrr  \vlii<^li  dicy  were  |H!rinilU!d 
to  <'i;|oy  di«*  navi^nMioii  oi  die  IV1isHi.>-si|i|>i. 

Ill  iIk  ni;j;lii  olrln'  (wrniy-diird  of  Aii^iisl,  n  pro- 
natcrrird     insiirn clioii     look    plarc   tliroii^lioii!  flic 
r'n  tM'li  pari  oliiir  island  of   llispaniola,  and   an  iin- 
nwiisr    |iorlioii    of  iis    vvliilr  inh;d>iianlK  were  mas- 
sa<-n'd.     Tliosr  who  \v<r<?   so    fortnnaio  as  (o  mako 
llirir  ^^(•a|M■, sMi<.li(  a  n  liip^i'  in    iUv.  islands  of  (/iil»a 
and  Jaiiiaica,  or  llir  I  iiiii<  d  Sial<s,  and  a    li  w  canio 
(o    li«Mi(siaiia.     Anioufi     ilMsr,  was  a  <onipany   of 
roiiiMliaiis    Iroiii  ('a|«     I'rancois;  and   dio    ciiy    of 
IN rv\ -Orleans  now  <  njoyrd,  lor  dir  fust  lime,  iIm?  ad- 
vaniatrr  of  njinlar  <lrainaii<'    <xliil  iiioiis.     Sonio  of 
dicodnr   nTiijzcu's,  availing   llKtiisrlvcs  ofdM'wants 
of  die  proviiirc,  opriK  (I  a<'ad(  ini<>s  lor  the  instruction 
ofyoiidi.     I  litlicrio,  ih*  only  iiK-aiis  of  <'diu-ation  vvrrn 

n  vvliiilia  Spanishprirst, aidrd 
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l>y  two  usIkts,    l.iii«ilii   IJM'    <'!<  inrnts  of  tln^    Spanish 
lan<i;iia<;<',  aiul  \\\v  (-(UiVrnt  of  lli<-  IJrsiitinc  nuns'. 

INiiiro  sailed  lor  ilir  p<-ninsul.'*,  where  he  Wtis  cni- 
ph>ye(|  ill  the  ariny,,i:id  ohtained  tlu^  rank  ofrnarisral 
de  eanip.  Ileearred  vvidi  hiin  the  good  wislies 
and  (he  re<rnis  ol  die  colonists.  Altho^  nol  a  man 
of  superior  talents,  lu^  gov(  rued  (he  province  in  a 
manner  that  aceord<><l  wiili  the  views  of  his  sovereijj^n 
and  of  die  <;olonists.  [h;  showed  <^very  possihie  in- 
dulgence to  a  comn»<'rc(^  v\idi  \\n  (Jnited  States. 
Sin<"e  iIh'  conflsigralion,  v<'ss(  !s  came  Ireely  from 
Phihidelpiiia,  and  some  other  ports  of  the  Union ; 
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and  the  people  of  Tonnessee  afterwards  manifested 
their  gratitude  towards  him,  by  giving  hi3  name  to 
one  of  their  judicial  districts. 

On  the  fourth  of  March,  the  state  of  Vermont  was 
admitted  into  the  confederacy  of  the  United  States,  as 
its  fourteenth  member, 

ArchiveS'-'Oaxettes  — S^  Mer^f — Clark'-^Marshal, 
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CHAPTER  Vlf. 

The  Baron  de  Cnromlelct — Bando  de  buen  gobi' 
eriio. — Regulations  as  to  slaifs. — Gun.  Waync.--^ 
Guinea  tradc'—LoiiisXVl"-WaragainstFrancc 
-^Fortifications — Mid  tin — N(w  comwrcial  re- 
gnlations. — Don  Francisco  lie  RemJon. — Bish' 
oprick  of  Louisiana  — Don  Louis  de  Penahert, 
— GeneVs  meditated  expedition  against  Louisi" 
ana. — The  Floridas. — Moniteur  de  la  Louisiane. 
— Canal  Carondelet. — Manufacture  of  sugar 
resumed. — Coujlagraiion — Negro  plot  at  Pointc 
Coupie. — Police  regulations — Extensive  grants 
— The  Marquis  do  Maisonrouge. — Gayosoe 
sent  to  confer  ttith  Kentucky  patriots. — Treaty 
of  Lorenzo. 

Don  Francisco  Louis  Hector,  Baron  de  Caronde- 
let, colonel  of  the  royal  armies,  was  promoted  from 
the  government  of  San  Salvador,  in  the  province  of 
Guatimala,  to  the  rank  of  governor  and  intendantof 
the  provinces  of  Louisiana  and  WestFlorida,and  en- 
tered on  the  duties  of  these  offices  on  the  first  of  Janu- 
ary, 1792. 

The  ordinary  alcades,  for  this  year,  were  Marigny 
de  Mandevillc  and  de  la  Pena. 

Don  Nicholas  Maria  Vidal,  the  auditor  of  war,  re- 
ceived a  commission  of  lieutenant-governor. 

The  Baron's  bando  de  huen  gohierno  was  pub- 
lished on  the  twenty-second  of  January.  Among 
the  new  regulations  it  introduced,  if  provided  for  die 
division  of  the  city  of  New-Orleans  into  four  wards. 
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in  cacli  cf  wliicli,  an  alciule  de  barrio,  or  commissa- 
ry of  |)oIlci',  was  to  bo  ap|»oinl<;(l.  In  ordor  to  pro- 
cure to  government  a  knowledge  of  all  the  inhabi- 
tants, and  every  stranger  among  them  or  in  the  city, 
it  was  m«ide  the  duty  of  all  persons  renting  houses  or 
apartments,  to  give  the  names  of  their  new  tenants 
to  the  alcade  of  the  district,  on  the  first  day  of  their 
oectipation,  or,  at  farthest,  on  the  succeeding  one. 
The  alcades  de  barrio  were  directed  to  take  charge  of 
fire  engines  and  their  implements,  and  to  connnand 
the  fire  and  njce  men  companies,  in  case  of  confla- 
gration. They  were  also  empowered  to  preserve  the 
peace,  and  to  take  cognizance  of  small  debts. 

In  one  of  his  first  communications  to  the  cabildo, 
the  Baron  recommended  to  them  to  make  provision 
for  lighting  the  city  and  employing  wat(!hmen.  The 
revenue  of  the  corporation  did  not  amoimt,  at  this 
period,  to  seven  thousand  dollars.  To  meet  the 
charges  for  the  purchase  of  lamps  and  oil,  and  the 
wages  ofwatchm«;n,  a  tax  of  one  dollar  and  twelve 
and  a  half  cents  was  laid  on  every  chimney. 

In  a  letter  to  the  minister,  the  Baron,  this  year, 
mentioned  that  the  population  of  New-Orleans  was 
under  six  thousand. 

Having  received  instructions  from  the  king  to  at- 
tend to  the  humane  treatment  of  slaves  in  the  pro- 
vince, he  issued  his  proclamation  on  the  eleventh  of 
July,  establishing  the  following  regulations: 

1.  That  each  slave  siiould  receive  monthly,  for 
his  food,  one  barrel  of  corn,  at  least. 

'2.  That  every  Sunday  should  be  exclusively  his 
own,  without  his  being  compelled  to  work  for  his  mas- 
ter, except  in  urgent  cases,  when  he  must  be  paid  or 
indemnified. 

3.  That,  on  other  days,  they  should  not  begin  to 
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work  before  day-break,  nor  be  continued  after  dark. 
O'lc  half  liour  to  bo  allowed  at  breakfast,  and  two 
hours  at  dinner. 

4.  Two  brown  shirts,  a  woolen  coat  and  panta- 
loons, andii  pair  of  linen  pantaloons  and  two  hand- 
kerchiefs, to  be  allowed,  yearly,  to  each  male  slave, 
aiid  suitable  dresses  lof  mde. 

5.  None  to  be  punished  widi  more  than  diirty 
lashes,  widiin  twenty-four  hours. 

f».  I>elin<pi<tnts  to  be  fined  in  the  sum  of  one  Inui- 
dred  dollars,  and  in  gruvc  cases,  the  slave  may  be  or- 
dered to  be  sold  lo  another. 

At  die  solicitaiionof  diecabildo,  the  Baron  issued 
a  proclamation  prohibitinir  the  introduction  of  negroes 
from  the  French  and  British  islan<ls,  the  province 
being,  by  such  importation,  drained  of  its  s|)ecie,  and 
apprehension  being  entertained  of  an  insurrection. 

In  the  month  of  June,  the  people  of  Kentucky 
were  admitted  into  the  Union,  as  a  stale. 

A  setdem(!nt  of  thediniculiies  relating  to  Nootka 
Sound  having  taken  place,  widiout  a  rupture  between 
Great  Britain  and  Spain,  the  latter  power  had  ex- 
pressed a  wish  for  an  adjustment  of  the  matters  in 
controversy  between  it  and  the  United  States,  by  a 
negotiation  to  be  carried  on  atMndrid.  Carmichael 
and  Short  were  chosen  by  the  president  as  commis- 
sioners for  that  purpose.  In  die  meanwhile,  dm  offi- 
cers of  that  monarchy  persisted  in  measures  calcula- 
ted to  embroil  the  United  States  in  a  war  with  the 
southern  Indians.  By  their  intrigues,  they  succeed- 
ed in  preventing  the  ratification  of  die  treaty  entered 
into,  in  1790,  with  M'Gillivrey;  and  the  line  agreed 
on  as  the  boundary,  was  not  permitted  to  be  run. 
The  indefinite  claim  to  territory,  set  up  by   Spain. 
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was  said  (o  ronslitiitc  a  snniririit  olijocfion  (o  any 
liiicotMnnaiTnlioii,  iiiilil  it  \viis  s<>(il<  d;  ;iii(l  ilic  pro 
vious  (i'oaii<saiul  relations  of  Spain  with  ilic  Creeks 
were  declared  to  Im>  violated  liy  die  aekiiovvl(ul*.>fnent 
of  tlii'ir  l)eiiig  iiiid"r  die  protection  of  die  IJnited 
Slates. 

(leneral  St.  Clair  having  resigned  llie  conniiand  of 
die  wesiern  army,  it  was  coiinnitted  to  general 
Wavne,  and  die  "greatest  exerlions  were  made;  to 
ooni|>h'((;  its  ranks;  hut  so  small  wenMlu;  induce- 
ments to  enter  into  the  service,  that  tin;  hi«i;hest  grades 
helow  the  first,  were  tendered  in  vain  lh<!  money. 
The  recruiting  service  went  on  so  slowly,  that  no 
hoj>e  was  enlerlaiiH'd  of  any  decisive  expedition  this 
year;  and  it  was  dionght  expe<li<'nt  to  negotiate  a 
peace.  This  attempt  proved  very  untortuiiate,at  least 
for  those  w  ho  were  engaged  in  it.  Colonel  Mardin 
and  major'l'rueinaii,havingheeii  despatched  several- 
ly widi  propositions  of  peace,  were  both  murdered  by 
the  Iiuhans. 

Serano  and  Dannoy  were  die  ordinary  alcades  for 
dievears  171)3  and  171)1. 

The  king  expressc<l  to  die  Baron  his  approbation 
of  the  prohibition  of  the  importation  of  slaves  from 
the  loMish  and  French  West  India  islands;  but  de- 
clared his  wish  to  have  dieir  importation  from  Guinea, 
by  his  subjects, encouraged  and  promoted;  and,  for 
diis  |)urpose,  ho  issued  a  royal  schedule  on  the  first  of 
January. 

After  stating  diat  Spain  was  one  of  die  first  nadons, 
the  ships  of  which  visited  Africa  in  search  of  negroes, 
and  his  belief  that  great  advantages  would  result  to 
his  subjects  if  they  were  to  resume  diat  trade,  the 
king  declares  diat  every  Spaniard  may  send  vessels 
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to  I !  in  roast  of  .Ml  '-af.  rnr*.'  (mvs  iroin  any  part  <  In 
cioniiiiiMits  ill  I  III  >>})<■  or  1.  *■  IimIms,  provuird  ,, 
liiu.sKT  .i.al  one  liiirol'llir  rn'W  Ik  S|).iiiiar<ls;  and 
all  iiirfrlnKidiM',  purcliasrd  t'Xpn'N^  lor  ili  (rath*, 
shall  \h\  i'\r]\\\tm\  IroMi  duly,  as  ell  is  i  «  ry  IJir- 
ci^ii  vrssi'l  <x(>nsslv  piircrhasrd  lor  iiu;  purpose  of 
bciii<r  niiploy  mI  in.  r<  >ii. 

V  rsscis  ronliiiucd  lo  ira(!<>  liciwccn  IMiiladclpliia 
and  i\«'\v-<h'U'aiis  siiMT  iIh;  ronlla^ralioii  of  I7>>N. 
IVIii'o,  III  ill*!  latter  yr.irs  of  Ins  adtiiiiii-iritioii,  and 
th\-  Hiroii,  from  tlie  <;o!iniieii('eiiieiil  ol  Ins,  coiiinvcd 
at  Uiis  violaiioii  of  die  positive  inslriiedons  of 
duMiiiiiisicr  of  linaiice  in  ICnropf  ;  hut  on  the  repre- 
sentiihoii  ol'ijir  jr(»vernors  of  dir  niilily  of  the  in<>asnre, 
it  was  approved  hy  iIk*  k\h*^.  Kroin  ihis  [leriod,  a 
nuinlter  of  iiierehaiKs  in  Philadelphia  established 
coininereial  houses  at  i\evv-<)rleans. 

All  trad<!  is  absolutely  tbrbidden  in  the  colonies  of 
Spain,  by  die  hiti-rof  die  eonniK^rcial  law,  to  any  but 
natural  snbjeets  or  naturalised  persons  residing  there. 
TlKM!\tr(!iiie  rigour  of  tliis  provision  had,  hovvevcT,  ia 
some  degiHM',  dell  aled  it,  as  tlu;  v<Ty  existence  of 
sev<>rid  eolonirs  depend<>d  upon  its  relaxation,  vvbieb, 
ill  l\(!\v-Orleans,  began  lotnki!  |)lace  in  die  latter  part 
of  the  adniinisiralion  of  iVliro,  after  tin;  eonllagralion, 
and  was  eoniinued  by  the  Jiaroii,  who  extended  it  in 
fiivour  of  l(>r(Mgn  merchants  n'suling  in  tlie  province, 
ahlu/  not  naturalised.  After  this,  tin-  oilicers  of  the 
custom  house  coiileiittul  tliemscilves  with  die  simple 
declaration  or  an  individual,  g(!nerally  the  consigiuM', 
that  he  was  owner  of  the  vessi^l.  JNo  oath  wjis  ad- 
ministered; ilie  produ(;tion  of  no  document  was  re- 
quired. The  declaration  was  even  accepted  I'rom  an 
individual  wbo  did  notresido  in  die  pnivince,  on  his 
asserting  that  he  meant  to  do  so,  or  on  his  producing 
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a  license  lo  iin)ioi  i  goods.  No  our  wns  ihrrcby  (Ip- 
ccivcd,  but  llic  cusloui-liousc  oi)i(v>r8  wcro  fiiriishrd 
widi  II  »  n'U'Xl  for  n'^'isirriiijij  n  vessel  Jis  :i  S|)aiiish 
bottoMi,  and  diiis  to  preserve  an  appearniici^oru  cotn- 
pliaiice  withdi(.' I;iw.  So  iiltlealteiitioii  was  p;  id  to 
this,  dial  at  limes  tlie  ;Lj;overiior  and  iiUendaiit certified 
thai  a  vessel  was  American  property,  while  sho  ap- 
peared on  the  custoni-hoiiso  hooks  as  a  Spimisli  ves- 
sel. 

Louis  the  sixteendi  di<'d  on  the  scaflrold,on  the 
2Ist  ofJanuary,  17iKJ,  and  the  popular  party  heing 
now  predominant  in  Fnuice,  the  Cudiolic  king  de- 
clared war  ajiainst  i\w  new  n^pidJic. 

The  sympathies  and  partiality  ol'ihe  people  of  Lou- 
isiana now  l)e<;nn  to  manilesi  diemselves  strongly  in 
favour  of  the  French  patriots,  principally  in  IVew- 
Orhv.ms.  The  situation  of  the  Haron  was  rcndcTcd 
extremely  delicate,  by  the  circumstance  of  his  being 
an.uivcofFrance,  and  obliged  by  the  duti(>8  of  his 
station,  if  not  urged  by  inclination,  to  restrain  ex- 
cesses against  a  monarchical  goverinnent.  lie  |)re- 
pared,an(l  promoted  die  subscription  of,  a  paper,  in 
which  tlu^  colonists  gave  assurances  of  dieir  loyalty 
to,  and  aflcction  for  (he  Catholic  king,  and  bound 
the<ns(^Ives  to  support  his  government  in  Louisiana. 
He  put  a  stop  to  a  practice,  which  had  of  late  been 
introduced,  of  entertaining  th(;  audience  at  die  thea- 
tre, with  the  exhibition  of  certain  martial  dances  to 
revolutionary  jurs.  lie  caused  six  individuals,  who 
had  manifested  their  approbation  of  die  new  French 
principles,  and  evinced  a  desire  to  see  them  acted 
upon  in  Louisiana,  to  be  arrested  and  confined  in 
the  fort.  At  the  intercession  of  several  respectable 
inhabitants  of  New-Orleans,  he  promised  to  liberate 
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tln'in ;  but  l)rlirviii<;  nfrrrvvartls  that  hr  had  chr^covrr- 
<mI  nrw  c;mis;'s  of  alarm,  which  ri'iKlrml  a  iliM-isivc 
sU'j»  iH'ct'ss.ir),  hj'  sliipiKil  thcrii  for  Ilavina,  wh(;rc 
th  y  \V(>n>  (h>iiiiii(>(l  rliinri^  a  twdvo  month. 

The  ti»rti(i('(iiioiis,  with  whirh  tht' Frciich  hadsur- 
roumlrd  iliicity,  htiii^  a  heap  of  riiilis,  \\v  cnust  d 
ru'vv  oiM's  to  hr  t'r(H'l«d.  A  lori  was  liiilt  inmsrili- 
atrly  ahovr, and  :iiiofhrr  iiniiudiittcl)  ht  low  the  city, 
Ujioii  the  rivor, and  a  strong  rcdoiii«t  on  the  hnck  ]:art 
towards  iIh;  middle  ol'tlic  '-ilN,  and  ruie  oihcra*  <  jkIi 
oriliv'an.'dcs.  TIk'V  wcrcconnccttd  i>)  itnj)  (Ijfrlics. 
Then'  V  >s  a  bail'  rv  indio  middle  oi  each  .'<ink  of 
th»'  e*ly,  wiiicii  Wire  also  suiioui'ded  h)  sir<  ny  pali- 
sades. 

TIk*  two  batteries  built  by  die  French  at  the  Knj:;- 
lish  I'uni  vvin^  abandoned, ;ind  die  fi>ri  ol\'''«l.  ihiiip 
cr<  vied  on  riacpiemines,  vvidi  a  small  one  on  die 
OjM'esile  h;iiik  oi  the  river. 

Ho  hud  the  militia  trained,  and  enforced  die  laws 
relaii\e  to  it. 

According  to  a  statement  which  ho  sent  to  Madrid 
this  year,  it  apju  ared  th(  re  \M  re  het\v(  en  fivc^  and 
six  ihoiisaiul  men  enrolled,  and  he  was  of  opinion 
that  the  coloiiiil  government  eoiild,  at  any  time,  l)nng 
three  thousand  men,  widiin  three  wet;ks,  to  any  given 
point  in  the  |  rovm( c. 

'J  hen*  were  lorn*  companies,  of  one  hundred  men 
•ach,  between  tluvB.ilize  and  the  city. 

Ill  New-Orleans,  there  we're  live  companies  of  vol- 
unteers, oneof  trtilitry  and  two  of  riflemen;  each  of 
one  hundred  men. 

The  legion  ofihi;  Mississippi,  consisting  of  die  mi- 
litia of  Baton  Rouge,  (jJalvezto)*,  Pointe  Coupee,  Fe- 
liciana, Atakapas,  and  Op<'lous;,s,  had  two  companies 
of  grenadiers,  ten  ol  fusihers,  and  four  of  dragoons. 
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At  Avoyelles  a  compsMiy  of  infantry,  at  Washita 
one  of  cavalry ;  at  the  Illinois,  two  of  each. 

A  regiment  of  the  Gernvifi  and  Acadian  coasts,  of 
one  thousand  men. 

At  Mohile,  a  company  of  infantry  and  one  of  ca- 
valry. 

The  attention  of  the  colonists  was,  however,  drawn 
to  matters  more  immediately  interesting  to  them,  by 
thepublicationof  a  royal  schedule  of  the  mohihof 
February,  extending  great  coumiercial  advantages  to 
them. 

In  the  preamble  of  this  document,  the  kir«g  ileclares 
his  impression  of  the  impossibiliiy  of  the  m<  rebaiits 
of  New-Orleans  eontiiiuing  their  expeditions  to  the 
ports  of  France  designated  in  the  schedule  of  ihe 
twenty-second  of  January,  I78*i,  and  the  consequent 
necessity  of  some  provision  for  ihe  exportation  oithe 
produce  of  the  provinces  of  liouisiana.  East  and  West 
Florida,  and  for  enabling  the  inhabitants  to  import 
the  merchandise  diey  stood  in  need  of.  With  die 
view  of  encouraging  the  national  commerce,  and  diat 
of  these  provinces,  the  period  of  ten  years,  mentioned 
in  said  schedule,  is  provisionally  prolonged,  until 
regidations  suitable  to  these  provinces  and  the  gene- 
ral system  of  commerce  in  the  other  colonies  of  {Span- 
ish America  may  be  made. 

Permission  is  given  to  tlie  inhabitants  of  Uiese  co- 
lonies to  carry  on  comm<'rce  lr<;ely,  in  Europe  and 
America,  with  all  the  nations,  widi  which  Spain  had 
treaties  ofcotnmerce,  from  the  ports  of  New-Orleans, 
Pensaeola,  and  St.  Augustine,  to  any  ports  of  said 
nations,  (the  vessels  of  \>hich  may  there  be  also  re- 
ceived) under  the  condition  of  stopping,  in  going  and 
returning,  in  the  port  ofConcurbion,in  Galicia,or  Uiat 
of  Alicaiite,  to  take  a  passport. 
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2.  The  merchandise,  produce  and  effects,  trans- 
ported, in  this  foreign  eonmieree,  shall  be  charged 
with  a  duty  of  ini|)oriaiion  of  fifteen  per  cent,  and 
one  ofex[ioriation  of  six;  but  die  exportation  of  slaves 
was  to  continue  exempt  iiom  duty.  The  exporta- 
tion of  specie,  for  any  purpose  whatever,  to  continue 
prohibited. 

3.  The  commerce  between  the  peninsula  and 
diese  provinces  is  likewise  to  be  free;  and  the  king 
declares  he  will  vi(!vv,  with  particular  benevolence, 
those  who  »nay  in  any  manner  entourage  it. 

4.  Spanisii  subjects  arc;  permitted  to  trade  to  the 
provinces,  from  Juiy  port  of  the  peninsula,  to  which 
the  commerce  of  the  Indies  is  permitted,  in  vessels 
exelusivi'ly  Spanish,  providing  themselves  widi  regu- 
lar <Jor  Uinents. 

5.  Permission  is  given  to  import  into  the  ports  of 
the  pcninsida,  all  kinds  of  foreign  goods,  wares  and 
merchandise  destined  for  any  of  these  provinces,  al- 
diough  their  inirodiiction  be  prohibited  for  all  other 
purposes.  Likewise  tobacco,  or  any  other  article  of 
produce  of  these  provinces,  and  die  importation  of 
which  is  forbidden  to  individuals,  may  be  brought  in, 
provithnl  it  be  afterwards  exported  to  a  foreign  port. 

<>.  Such  prohibited  produce,  the  importation  of 
which  isordy  allowed  to  fiieilitate  returns  from  these 
provinces,  shall  be  deposited,  on  landing,  in  theware- 
hoiises  of  the  custom-house,  from  which  it  shall  be 
drawn  only  to  be  carried  on  board  of  the  vessels  la 
which  di<;  importation  is  to  be  made. 

7.  The  importation  of  rice  f»om  foreign  countries 
into  Spain  is  prohibited;  and  the  king  declares  he 
will  likewise  prohibit  that  of  any  other  article  of  pro- 
duce, which  these  provincesjmay  supply,  in  sufficient 
quantity  for  counsumption. 
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H.  floods  oxportrd  from  any  of  tlio  allowed  ports 
of  (he  (X'liiiisul.i,  li)i'  tlHM'oiuiiu'iTci  of  llu'  proviiicos, 
to  iur  ('\(  nipt  from  duly,  and  that  whirh  may  have 
been  p:nd  on  lIxMr  export;. tioii  shall  lu'  n*tunu*d. 

i).  i'\)niu;iMnn-(liaiidisr,  roiiiin^  from  any  of  the 
allowt  (1  pons  of  the  peliinsnia,  on  its  im[iortation  in 
any  ol' these  pr  »vine<«s,  in  15)nMj;n  hoitoms,  shall  pay 
a  (liity  ol'  ihrei>  per  cent ;  hnt  that  imported  in  national 
vessels  shall  not  |>ay  any. 

10.  iMtrehandise  or  specie,  exported  from  these 
proviiuM's  to  any  of  the  allowed  ju>rts  of  the  peninsula, 
siiall  he  i'l'vv  from  duty. 

1 1  The  exportation  to  Hireijjjn  ports  of  the  produce 
of  these  proviiiees,  hroM';ht  to  any  of  the  allowed 
ports  ofthe  peniiisiih,  sliull  h(>  free  from  duty. 

I'i.  The  exemptions  liom  duty  then  j^nniled,  in- 
clude that  of  all  local  (M  nuinicipal  ones,  which,  hy 
custom  or  otherwise,  may  he  claimed. 

1  'X  In  (uder  to  enjoy  the  (>\(!mptions  hereby  grant- 
ed, ev(M'y  vessc»l  nuist  he  provided  with  a  manifest  of 
hercargo,<listinij;uishing  national  from  forei<»n  goods, 
certified  atihe  custom-house  of  du^  placeof  her  d(^par- 
tmv.and  i]jive  bond  wiUi  security  to  present  it  at  Uic 
place  »)fdestinatioji,  and  brinjjj  a  certificate  of  the 
landini;of  tlu'  i»oods;  and  every  vi'ssel,  on  her  re- 
turn, shall  he  provided  with  a  minifest  and  cc^rtifi- 
cat(^,  tliai  the  whole  of  her  cargo  is  of  the  produce  of 
the  country. 

If.  Spanish  vessels,  hoimd  from  the  peninsula  to 
liOtiisiana  or  either  ofthe  l^loridas,  which  may  de- 
sire to  retiuMi  with  the  |)roduce  ofthe  country,  direct- 
ly, to  anv  port  of  lOurope,  may  do  so  on  paying  a 
duty  of  three  per  cent,  on  the  produce  thus  ex- 
ported. 

15,  But  this  advantage  is  not  to  be  enjoyed  by  ves- 
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sels  ongngod  in  a  direct  trade  between  a  foreign  pon 
and  liicse  provnires. 

I(>.  Vessels  ol  the  king's  subjects,  sailing  from 
New-Orleans,  J'ensjicola,  or  St.  Augustine,  are  to 
have  a  mini  lest  of  d:eir  cargo,  to  be  j)n>s(!ntcd  to  his 
consul,  and  on  their  remrn  ih<!y  an*  to  bring  another, 
subscribed  by  him,  to  be  presented  at  the  custom- 
house; and  those  proceeding  directly  from  Spain  to 
these  provinces,  are  to  bring,  on  their  return,  besides 
the  manifest  of  th(i  inward  cnrgo,  a  certificat(;  of  the 
landing  of  die  outward,  in  order  to  have  tiieir  bonds 
cancelled. 

17.  The  portsof  Bilbao  and  San Sei)astian,  which, 
being  in  ex<;mpt  provinces,  are  reputed  foreign, 
may,  as  such,  trade  to  d»(\se  coloni<!s,  according  to 
the  faculty  herein  granted,  paying  die  duties  imposed 
thereon;  but,  in  consideration  of  the  importance  of 
enlarging  and  extending  \\Hi  maritime  relations  be- 
tween the  mother  country  nnd  these  colonies,  vessels 
from  diese  two  ports  siiall  etijoy  the  favours  of  exemp- 
tions granted  to  the  allowed  ports  of  the  peninsula, 
wiUi  the  sole  difference  that  the  vessels  from  Bilbao 
and  San  Sebastian  shall  be  bound  to  touch  at  San 
Ander  to  take  a  passport,  before  they  proceed  on 
their  voyages. 

18.  Vessels  from  the  allowed  ports,  and  from  Bil- 
boa  and  San  Sebastian,  trading  to  New-Orleans, 
Pensacola,  and  St.  Augustine,  are  prohibited 
from  entering  any  oUier  port  of  the  king's  dominions 
in  America. 

19.  Exportations  from  New-Orleans,  Pensacola, 
or  St.  Augustine,  for  any  other  port  of  these  domin- 
ions, are  prohibited,  except  in  cases  of  die  most  ur- 
gent necessity,  to  be  certified  by  die  governor,  who 
will  give  licenses  therefor.    But  tlicn  nothing  can 
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be  exported  except  articles  of  the  produce  of  these 
provinces. 

!2(>.  The  king  remits  to  his  suhjerts  all  duties  here- 
tofore (layableon  vessels  expressly  piuchased  for  this 
trade. 

21.  The  governor  and  intendant  are  directed  to 
make  a  new  taritt*,  to  be  submitted  to  the  king. 

On  the  representation  of  the  Baron,  the  office  of 
intendant  was  separated  from  that  of  governor,  and 
Don  Francisco  de  Rendon,  who  had  heen  employed 
as  secretary  of  legation  from  Spain  in  the  United 
►States,  having  been  invested  with  the  former,  came 
to  New-Orleans  in  th<^  begining  of  the  year  1794. 

The  pope  divided  the  hishoprick  of  Havana ;  and 
the  provinces  ofLonisiana,  East  and  West  Florida, 
were  erected  into  a  distinct  one.  Don  Louis  de  Pe- 
naivert,  provisor  and  vicar-general  of  the  bishop  of 
Havana,  was  called  to  the  new  see,  and  established 
his  cathedral  in  New-Or'eans. 

Two  canons  were  added  to  the  clergy  of  the  pro- 
vince. 

Genet,  the  minister  of  the  French  republic  in  Phi- 
ladelphia, had  planned  two  expeditions  from  the 
western  partof  Uie  United  States,  against  die  domin- 
ions of  Spain  on  the  Mississippi  and  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico.  Several  citizens  of  the  United  States  had 
accepted  commissions  from  him.  Many  of  these 
had  been  seduced  by  him  in  Chai  lesjoji,  where  he 
had  landed,  in  Philadelphia,  and  in  the  states  of 
North  Carolina,  Virginia  and  Maryland.  OUiers 
(and  their  number  was  not  small)  had  yielded  their 
aid  to  his  agents  in  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  under 
the  belief  that  the  interests  of  the  western  people 
"ivould  be  promoted  by  the  success  of  the  enterprise .; 
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imagining  rhat  the  French  once  in  possession  of  New- 
Orleans,  ilie  American  goveniment  would  find  it 
easy  to  obtain  liie  frv.G  navig;jti«>n  of  the  Mississippi. 
Thi-  idiaofa  separation  of  ilie  western  people  from 
their  brothers  on  tlie  Athnitic,  and  an  an  alliance  or 
union  with  the  Frenrh  of  Liouisiana,  was  still  foster- 
ed by  many.  With  these  views,  soldiers  were  se- 
cretly recruited  for  the  enterprise.  Augustedela 
Cliaise,  a  creole  of  Louisiann,  (^rand-son  of  the  for- 
mer commissary  ordonnateur)  had  been  sent  to  Ken- 
tucky to  superintend  the  recruiting  service  theri',  and 
was  to  be  one  ofthe  lead-^rs  of  the  (.'xpediiion  against 
the  Spnnish  territory  on  the  iVIissississip|>i.  Another 
individual,  of  the  nameof  Clarke,  was  on  asinnlar 
errand  in  the  back  counties  of  (jreorsrin,  from  which 
state  and  the  neighi»ouring  one,  another  expedition 
was  to  be  directed  against  East  Florida.  The  aid  of 
a  considerable  body  of  Indians,  raised  among  the 
Creeks  and  Cherok  es,  had  been  obtained. 

The  Baron  hud  early  information  of  die  danger 
that  du'catened  the  province  under  his  care,  from  the 
Spanisli  minister  at  Philadelphia,  and  took  early 
measures  to  avert  it.  lie  eom[>leted  die  fortifications 
of  New-Orleans,  and  visited  most  of  the  parishes  to 
animate  the  people,  and  put  the  militia  in  a  situation 
of  being  useful.  His  care  did  not  stop  here.  He  des- 
patched Thomas  Power,  anint(^llig(;iitEn^hs!iman, 
to  Kentucky,  who,  under  the  pretence  of  being  en- 
gaged in  collecting  materials  for  a  natural  history  of 
the  western  part  of  the  United  States,  was  to  pre  pare  the 
way  for  the  execution  ofthe  plan  proposed  by  Navar- 
ro, seven  years  l»efore,  by  conversing  with  the  most 
influential  individuals  among  those  who  were  dispos- 
ed to  promotf^  a  separation  fro  n  the  Atlantic  states, 
and  an  alliance  or  t;onnection  with  Spain,  and  giving 
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thoiH  assurancos  of  the  cheorfiil  concurrrncc  of  the 
culonial  govrninKMit  of  liOiiisiaiia,  niui  iis  reaiiiiiess 
to  supply  titcin  witli  anus,  aiiiinuiiitioii  ;in(J  money. 

This  year,  Le  Monilnir  de  la  Tjonishntf^  the  only 
periodical  paper  luibhshed  in  the  provinee  <hiringits 
subjection  to  Spain,  innde  its  first  appeanuiee. 

The  Baron  did  not  sulVer  the  ear«5  he;  took  for  the 
protection  of  the  |»rovihce  tochrert  his  attention  from 
tlieimprovementof  the  city.  On  the  ninth  of  May, 
ho  gave  notice  of  liis  intention  to  chg  a  canal,  which, 
carrying  off  the  water  of  the  city  and  its  environs  into 
one  of  the  hranchesof  the  bayou  St.  Jolin,  would  rid 
New-Orleans  of  the  stagnating  ponds,  which  n'tider- 
ed  it  sickly,  and  the  multitude  of  musquitoes,  wiiich 
harassed  the  inhabitants. 

He  mentioned,  duit  the  expenses  of  the  war  allow- 
ing no  hope  of  obtaining  the  assistance  of  the  king  for 
digging  a  considerable  canal  of  navigation,  ho  had 
asked  from  his  majesty  only  th(;  labour  of  the  negro- 
convicts,  which,  with  that  of  a  few  hands  that  might 
be  furnished  by  able  and  zealous  individuals,  might 
afford  a  eanal  for  conveying  off  the  water,  and  in  suc- 
cessive years  it  might  be  deepened,  so  as  to  become 
a  convenient  canal,  navigable  for  schooners,  facili- 
tating die  intercourse  between  the  opposite  side  of 
tile  lakes,  Mobile  and  Pensacola,  with  New-Orleans. 

In  announcing  the  king's  assent  to  this  proposition, 
tlie  Baron  declared  his  intention  of  requesting  from 
the  inhabitants  of  die  city,  in  the  month  of  June  fol- 
lowing, such  a  number  of  negroes  as  they  might  spare, 
to  clear  die  ground  dirough  which  the  canal  was  to 
pass,  juid  expressed  his  belief  that,  this  being  done, 
tlie  convi(?ts  might  complete  the  work. 

A  passage,  eight  feet  in  breadth,  was  to  be  left  on 
each  side,  for  horsca  drawing  flat  boats,  and  in  time. 
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BchoonorH.  A  w'u]v.  lover,  for  foot  travcllorp,  wns  to 
nflorcl  an  ai^nieablo  prorncnatlu,  under  a  double  row 
orir<'<'H. 

Al)out  sixty  negroes  wcro  sent,  anil  the  canal  was 
Ix'jlim  with  a  depUi  of  six  feet  only.  It  turned 
aroiuid  ili(5  larj^c^  trees  wliieh  ohstrueicd  its  way. 

lii(ii«:;o  had  hitherto  Iwu^n  Uie  principal  object  of 
the  attention  of  planters  on  the  banks  of  the  IVIissis- 
sippi;  but  during  several  years,  its  success  had  sadly 
disappoinu^d  their  hopes.  At  first,  (Im;  liiilure  of  the 
crops  had  resulted  from  the  vicissitudes  of  the  sea- 
sons: of  lati',  an  insect  attaek<;d  ihe  plant  and  des- 
troyed its  leaves.  In  the  years  I71K5  and  1791,  its 
raviij^es  wer<;  so  f^reat  that  almost  every  plant  perish- 
ed, and  the  fields  presented  nothing  to  the  eye  but 
naked  stents. 

Since  die  year  17(»(>,  die  manufacture  of  siijrar  had 
been  entirely  abandoned  in  L^ouisiana.  A  few  in- 
dividuals had,  however,  contriv<;d  to  plant  a  few 
canes  iu  the  m^ighbourhood  of  the  city:  they  found  a 
vent  for  them  in  the  market.  Two  Spaniards,  Men- 
dez  and  Solis,  had  lately  made  larger  plantations. 
One  of  them  boiled  die  juice  of  the  cane  into  syrup, 
and  the  odicr  had  set  up  a  distillery,  in  which  he 
madeindiHerent  taffiia. 

Etienne  Bore,  a  native  of  the  Illinois,  who  resi- 
ded about  six  miles  above  the  city,  finding  his  fortune 
considerably  reduced  by  t\w  failure  of  the  indigo 
crops  for  several  successive  years,  conceived  the  idea 
of  retrieving  his  losses  by  tli(»  manufacture  of  sugar. 
The  attempt  was-  considered  by  all  as  a  visionary 
one.  His  wife,  (a  daughter  of  Destrehan^  the  coloni- 
al treasurer  under  tlu;  ^>overnmenl  of  France,  who 
had  been  one  of  tliefirst  to  attempt,  and  one  of  the 
last  to  abandon,  the  manufacture  of  sugar)  renicmbcr- 


If 


..'■'.  >• 


■]): 


n  ' 


h 


J 


t\ 


1^ 

1: 


&S6 


CI  I  AFTER 


[1794 


I 
r* 


t'l' 


ri 


i'rf  !:m 


ing  hoT  ffilhor's  ill  sucocfs,  warned  him  of  the  risk 
he  ran  ofncldin^  to,  iriHUjad  ofrepairinfif  his  losses,  and 
hisrelaiionsand  friends  joined  iheir  remonstrances  to 
hers.  He,  however,  persisted ;  and,  having  proeured 
acjuantity  of  canes  fromMendez  and  Solis,  began  to 
plant 

This  year,  Don  Andre  Ahnonaster,  a  perpetual 
regidor  and  aiferez  real,  completed  at  his  own  <  x- 
pense  Ui(i  erection  of  a  catiiedral  church  in  New- 
Orleans,  havin<5  laid  the  foujidaiion  of  it  in  179*2.  lie 
had  before  built  and  endowed  a  hospital. 

A  conilagration  reduced  a  considerable  part  of  the 
city  to  ashes, and  in  the  moiuh  of  August  the  pro- 
vince was  desolated  by  a  hurricane. 

The  ordinary  alcades,  for  the  year  1795,  were  De 
Lovio  and  Pontalba. 

Thecabildo  made  a  representadon  to  the  king,  and 
prayed  diatsix  more  officios  of  regidor  might  be  cre- 
ated ;  the  increase  of  po[)5dation  rendering,  in  their 
opinion,  this  measure  necessary. 

They  also  prayed  diat  die  zealous  services  of  the 
Baron  might  be  rewarded  by  the  appointment  of  cap- 
tain-general. 

It  seems  that  the  progress  of  the  French  revolution- 
ary principles  was  great  in  the  province,  and  diat  the 
hope  that  Lachaise  would  succeed  in  gathering  such 
a  force  in  Kentucky  as  might  enable  him,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  the  day,  to  "give  freedom  to  the  country  of 
his  birth,"  inflamed  die  minds  of  many,  for,  on  the 
first  of  June,  the  Baron  issued  a  proclamation  for  es- 
tablishing several  regulations  of  police;  in  die  pre- 
amble of  which  he  complains  of  "the  success  with 
which  evil-minded,  turbulent,  and  endiusiastic  indi- 
viduals, who  certainly  had  nothing  to  lose,  had  spread 
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false  rumours,  calculated  to  give  rise  to  the  most 
coni|>l<3te  mistrust  between  government  and  the  peo- 
ple, whereby  the  province  is  tlireatened  with  all  the 
disasters  to  wliich  the  French  colonies  have  fallen  a 
prey." 

After  this,  the  pToclnmation  annotmces  that,  to  re- 
store order  and  pul)lic  tranquility,  syndics,  chosen 
atnong  he  most  notable  planters,  are  to  be  appoint- 
ed, residing  within  about  nine  miles  from  each  other, 
to  be  subordinate  to  the  commandant,  to  whom  they 
are  to  give  weekly  accounts  of  ever  important  occur- 
rence. 

It  is  made  die  duty  of  every  one  having  the  knowl- 
edge, even  by  hear-say,  of  any  oflence  or  seditious 
ex|»n^ssions,  tending  to  excite  alarm  or  disturb  public 
tran«iuiliiy,  to  give  immediate  notice  to  the  syndic, 
cotnmandant,  oi^  governor. 

Every  assemblage,  of  more  dian  eight  persons, 
to  consult  on  public  matters,  is  absolutely  forbid- 
den. 

Every  individual  is  bound  to  denounce  to  the  com- 
mandant, any  syndic,  gudty  of  an  oflence  in  making 
use  of  any  seditious  ex|.»ressions. 

Every  traveller  foimd  without  a  passport  is  imme- 
diately to  be  arrest(^(l,  carried  before  the  syndic,  who 
is  to  examine  and  send  him  to  the  commandant. 

Every  traveller,  possessed  of  any  important  event, 
is  first  to  give  notice  of  it  to  the  syndic,  who  is  to  take 
a  note  of  it,  and  register  his  name,  and  afterwards,  tic- 
cording  tocircujnstances,  permit  or  forbid  the  com- 
munication of  tlie  event,  givitjg  information  of  it  to 
thecomnu,n<!ant. 

Syndics  are  to  direct  patrols  from  time  to  time. 

The  vigilance  of  tiic  executive  of  the  United  States 
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was  such,  that  Lachaisc^s  cflbrts  proved  abortive, and 
the  legislature  of  South  Carolina  took  measures  which 
ended  in  the  arrest  of  Genet's  ugenis  in  the  south, 
and  the  expedition  against  East  Florida  tailed. 

The  Baron  thought  die  strictest  vigilance  was  re- 
quired in  the  city,  and  he  availed  himself  of  the 
circumstance  of  some  nocturnal  de[)redations,  to  is- 
sue a  proclamation  enforcing  a  severe  police,  and  di- 
recting the  shutting  of  die  gates  at  an  early  hour. 

The  canal  behind  the  city  was  widened  to  fifteen 
feet.  Al)OUt  one  hundred  and  fifty  negroes  were 
sent  by  the  iniiabitants  of  the  city  and  its  neighbour- 
hood, and  all  tiie  convict  slaves  were  employed  on  it. 
In  the  month  of  October,  the  Baron,  by  a  publication 
in  theMoniteur,  brought  to  view  the  future  grandeur 
of  New-Orleans,  its  increasing  commerce,  the  neces- 
sity of  opening  a  communication  between  the  city 
and  the  sea,  through  the  lakes,  and  announced  that 
six  days  more  of  the  labour  of  the  slaves  in  the  city, 
and  within  fifteen  miles  aboveand  below,  would  enable 
the  colonial  government  to  complete  the  canal. 

Another  publication,  on  the  twenty-third  of  No- 
Tember,  draws  the  attention  of  the  inhabitants  to  the 
facilities  they  have  found  in  procuring  wood  through 
the  canal,  the  marked  diminudon  of  mortality  du- 
ring the  preceding  three  months,  and  asks,  as  the  last 
assistance  which  he  would  require,  the  labour  of  the 
slaves  for  eight  days  more. 

A  number  of  French  royalists  had  come  to  New- 
Orleans,  and  proposed  plans  for  the  removal  of  a 
number  of  their  countrymen  to  Louisiana,  from  the 
United  States,  where  they  had  sought  an  asylum,  and 
the  colonial  government  was  induced  to  make  seve- 
ral very  extensive  grants  of  land. 
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nial  government,  to  meet  pnrt  of  ilirm  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Ohio.     Ho  madt?  choice,  for  this  purpose,  of  Don 
Manuel   Gayoso  do    Lrnios,   who  ronunandcd  at 
Natchez,  and  who  sat  oft'early  in  the  siunmor.    'I'ho 
ostensihie  ohje4;t  of  this  olficcr's  journey  was  to  lejid  a 
numher  of  soldiers,  who  wore  to  «Tect  and  garrison  a 
fort  at  the  Chickasaw  bhilfs.     Having  set  those  unti 
at  work,  (iayoso  proceeded  to  New  Madr'd,  frr»m 
whence,    accordifiju;   to  a  previous  arrangement,  he 
despatched  Power  to   Red  Banks,  for  the  purpose  of 
bringing  down  Sebastian,  Iniiis,  Murray  and  Nicho- 
las, who  had  been  chosen  to  hold  a  conference  with 
the  officer  to  be  sent  by  the  Baron  at  the  mouth  of 
the   Ohio     Power  found    Sebastian  at    the    Red 
Banks,  \\ho  informed  him  that  some  family  concerns 
prevented  Innis   from   leaving  home;  that,  as  the 
courts  were  now  in  session,  the  absence  of  Nicholas, 
a  lawyer  in  great  practice,  would  excite  suspicion, 
and  that  Murray  had,  fur  some  time  past,  got  into  such 
a  state  of  habitual  intoxication,  that  he  was  absolute- 
ly incapable  of  attending  to  any  kind  of  business.  He 
added,  he  was  authorised  by  Innis  and  Nicholas,  to 
treat  with  Gayoso   in   their  names,  and  accordingly 
proeeeded,  in  Power's  boat,  to  the  Mississippi,  where 
they  fomid  Gayoso.    He  had  employed  his  people  in 
building  a  small  stockade  fort,  on  the  right  bank  of 
the  river,  opposite  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio,  with  the 
view  of  having  it  believed  that  this  fortification  was 
the  object  of  his  journey.    He  proposed  to  Sebastian 
to  come  down  to  New-Orleans  and  confer  with  the 
Baron.    This  was  agreed  to;  and,  after  a  short  stay, 
they  proceeded  down,  Gayoso  and  Sebastian  in  the 
former's  galley ;  Power   and  a  Mr.  Vander  Rogers 
in  a  king's  barge.  They  proceeded  to  Natchez,  where 
they  stopped. 
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Whilst  a  part    of  the    while  population  evinced 
their  anxiety  to  imitate  the  Fn  nch,  in  a  strugtflo  for 
freedom,  it  is  not  extraordinary  ttuit  tho  slaves  siiould 
have  lieen  seduced  into  an  attempt  to  rise,  Ity  the  re- 
ports of  the  success  of  the  hiacks  in  Hisjianiola      An 
insurrection  was  planned    in  (he    parish    of  Poiiitc 
Coupee,  an  insulateri    one,   in  which  thenuinher  of 
slaves  was  considerable.     The  conspiracy  wns  form- 
ed on  the  plantation  of  Julicn    Poydras,  a  wealthy 
planter,  who    was    then   absent  on  a  journey  to  the 
United  Statics:  from  thence  its  progress  hnd  heen  ex- 
tended to  all  parts  of  the  parish.     The  indiscrimin- 
ate slaughter  of  every  white  man  was  intended.     A 
disagreement,  as  to  the  day  the  massacre  was  to  take 
place,  gave    rise    to    a  quarrel  among  the  principal 
leaders,  which  led  to  a  discovery  of  the  plot.     The 
militia  was  instantly  put  under  arms;  and  the  Baron, 
on  the  first  information,  sent  a    part   of  die    regular 
force.     The  slaves  attempted  a  resisinnce,and  twen- 
ty-five of  them  were  killed  before  those  Uiat  had  been 
selected  for  trial  were  arrested  and  confined.     JSera- 
no,  the  assessor  of  the  intendancy,  went  up  to  assist 
Dupart,  the  civil  commandant,  at  the  trials.    Fifty- 
were  found  guilty;  others    were   severely   flogged. 
Sixteen  of  the  first  were  hung  in  different  parts  of  the 
parish;  the  nine  remaining  were  put  on  board  of  a 
galley,  which  floated  down  to  New-Orleans.    On 
her  way,  one  of  them  was  landed  near  the  churci)  of 
each  parish  along  the  river,  and  left  hanging  on  a 
tree.     'I'his  timely  exercise  of  severity  quieted,  for  a 
while,  the  appreiiensions  of  the  iidiabitants,  who  had 
been  considerably  alarmed. 

In  the  meanwhile,  Wayne  had  concluded  a  treaty 
of  peace  with  the  hostile  Indians.  oi\  the  northwest  of 
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the  Ohio,  on  the  twentieth  of  August,  and  the  pleni- 
potentiaries of  the  United  States  and  Spain  had  signed 
a  treaty  at  San  Lorenzo,  on  the  twenty-seventh  of 
October. 

Arckivei''Gaz€ttes-'Clark''Mar3hal. 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

Treaty  between  Spain  and  the  United  Siatesj--The 
Count  de  Santa  Clara. — Tlw  Baron  de  BaS' 
trap, — Lighting  of  the  city.'-^Power''s  mission  to 
Kentucky. "^Ctarle  and  Laehnisc^s  expeditions. 
Royal  audience  at  Puerto  del  Principe. — New 
regidors. — Eilieot. — Lieutenant  M  ^Lewy. — The 
Baron  sreks  to  delay  the  evacuation  of  the  Spa- 
nish  posts. — Lieutenant  Pojjc. — Power''s  secotid 
•mission:  His  instructions. — The  Baron  rein* 
forces  the  garrisons  of  Fort  Panmure  and  WaU 
nut  Hill. — Commotion  at  Natchez. — Gayoso  re- 
tires into  the  fort:  His  proclamation. — General 
meeting  of  the  people.-^l  ommittee  of  safety. — 
Their  propositions  are  approved  by  Gayoso.-— ~ 
The  Baron  accedes  to  them. — His  departure.-— 
State  of  Tennessee. — John  Adams. 
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By  the  Spanish  treaty,  the  southern  boundary  of  the 
United  States,  as  given  by  their  treaty  of  peace  v^ith 
Great  Britain,  \\  as  recognised;  and  their  western,  as 
far  as  relited  to  the  boundary  of  the  territory  of  Spain, 
was  declared  to  bo  a  hne,  beginning  at  a  point  in  the 
middle  of  the  channel  or  bed  of  the  Mississippi,  on 
their  northern  boundary,  running  along  the  middle  of 
said  channel,  to  the  thirty-first  degree  of  north  lati- 
tude. 

The  king  agrees  that  the  navigation  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, in  its  whole  breadth,  from  its  source  to  the  gulf, 
shall  be  free  only  to  his  subjects  and  the  colonics  of 
the  United  States,  unless,  by  special  convention,  he 
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extends  the  privilege  to  the  subjects  of  other  pow- 
ers. 

The  parties  promise  to  maintain,  by  all  the  means 
in  their  power,  peace  and  harmony  among  the  several 
nations  of  Indians  inhabiting  the  country  adjacent  to 
the  southern  boundary  of  the  United  States ;  and  the 
better  to  attain  this  object,  both  parties  bind  them- 
selves, expressly,  to  restrain,  by  force,  all  hostilities  on 
the  part  of  Indian  nations  living  within  their  territo- 
ries, and  to  make  no  treaty,  except  a  treaty  of  peace, 
with  any4ndian  nation  living  within  the  territory  of 
the  other. 

Provision  is  made  for  the  protection  of  vessels,  for 
cases  of  embargo  and  seizure  for  debtor  crime,  stress 
of  weather,  vessels  captured  by  pirates,  the  estates  of 
the  deceased,  passports,  contraband  trade,  access  to 
courts  of  justice,  &c. 

The  principle  that  free  ships  make  free  goods^  is 
recognised. 

It  is  provided  that  the  subjects  or  colonies  of 
either  party  shall  not  make  war  against  those  of  the 
other. 

Arrangements  are  made  for  running  the  southern 
boundary  line  of  the  United  States. 

The  king  promises  to  permit  citizens  of  the  United 
Stat(js,  during  a  period  of  ten  years,  from  the  ratifica- 
tion of  the  treaty,  to  deposit  their  merchandise  and 
eflectsin  ihe  port  of  N,  Orleans,  and  export  them  free 
from  duty,  except  a  fair  charge  for  the  use  of  stores; 
and  he  eng;igos  to  extend  the  permission,  if  it  does 
not,  during  that  perio  !,  appear  prejudicial  to  his  in- 
terests ;  and  if  he  does  not  continue  to  permit  the  de- 
posit there,  he  will  assign  to  them  an  equivalent  es- 
tai'lishmetiton  some  other  spot  of  the  banks  of  the 
Mississippi. 
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Perez  and  Lachaise  were  the  ordinary  alcades 
for  the  year  1796. 

Early  in  January,  Gayoso,  Sebastian,  and  Powci-s 
came  to  New-Orleans ;  and  early  in  the  spring  the 
two  latter  sailed  for  Philadelphia. 

The  Count  de  8anta-Clara  succeeded  Las  Casas 
as  captain-general  of  the  island  of  Cuba,  the  provin- 
ces of  Louisiana  and  East  and  West-Florida. 

The  alarm  into  which  the  late  attempt  of  the 
blacks  at  Pointe-Coupee  threw  the  colonists,  induced 
the  cabildo,  on  the  :29th  of  February,  to  reipiest  the 
Baron  to  transmit  to  the  king  their  prayer  that  the 
introduction  of  slaves  from  any  part  of  the  world 
might  be  prohibited;  and  they  desired  the  Baron  to 
issue  his  proclamation,  provisorily,  to  forbid  their 
im[;ortation.     He  complied  with  their  wishes. 

Bore's  success,  in  his  first  attempt  to  manufacture 
sugar,  was  very  greal,  and  be  sold  his  crop  for  twelve 
thousand  dollars.     His  example  induced  a  number  of 
Other  planters  to  plant  cane. 

By  a  royal  order,  given  at  Aranjuez,  on  the  20th 
of  June,  Don  Carlos  de  Jaen,  a  licentiate  of  Havana, 
was  appointed  judge  of  residence  of  Miro.  He  did 
not,  however,  come  ovc  r  for  several  years. 

Don  Francisco  de  Rendoti,  having  been  appointed 
intendant  and  corregidor  of  the  province  of  Zacate- 
cas,  sailed  from  New-Orleans,  and  the  functions  of 
the  intendant  devolved  on  Don  Juan  Benaventura 
Morales,  the  contador. 

This  year  the  canal  behind  the  city  was  cctmple- 
ted,  and  a  number  of  schoont  rs  went  through  it  to  a 
basin  that  had  been  dug  near  the  ramparts.  The 
cabildo,  as  a  mark  of  their  gratitude  for  the  adminis- 
trator, to  whose  care  this  important  improvement  was 
due,  directed  that  it  should  be  called  '*  the  Canal 
Carondelet." 
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Tlio  project  ofinduciiijr French  royalists  to  migrate 
to  TiOnisindn,  coMtimird  co  he  a  tiivorit.c  one  with  the 
IJaroii ;  and,  willi  a  vi<  vv  of  promoting  it,  very  exten- 
sive j^ranls  of  land  w«Te  made. 

Th(^  most  considerahle  one  was  that  made  to  the 
Baron  de  Raslrop.  Il  was  of  twelve  s(piare  leajjues, 
on  lli<;  hanks  of  iho  Washita,  "^rho  etnigrants  were 
intended  to  IxMMnplovs'd  in  the  cidfnre  of  wheat  and 
the  manutacmre  of  Honr.  The  colonini  jifovernment 
took  n})on  iiself  tlie  ehar<jfe  of  hrinjrinjr  ihem  down 
from  ]V<nv-Mad rid,  and  of  providin«jr  foriheir  snhsis- 
tence  dnrina;  six  mojiths.  It  promised  nof  to  molest 
them  on  acconru  of  dieir  religion;  hnf  d<iclared  that 
the  Roman  Catholic  wns  the  only  one  t\w,  rit(?s  of 
which  would  he  allowed  to  he  performed. 

Another  grant  was  to  James  Or^ran  Oelassns  do 
St.  Vrain,  an  oHUmm'  of  the  late  royal  navv  ofFratice, 
who  had  lost  his  fortune  in  the  late  revolution  in  his 
own  country,  and  who,  having  heen  complied  to  re- 
move to  the  United  States,  had  rend<  red  himsrif  use- 
ful to  Spain,  in  assisting  the  emissaries  of  die  Baron 
in  defeating  the  plans  of  Genet  agninsttlie  king's  do- 
minions on  the  ^Tississipui  and  tlie  gulf  This  grant 
was  of  ten  thousatid  S(piare  arpimts.  The  grantee 
proposed  to  exert  his  industry  in  disrovering  and 
working  lead  mines.  Tho  privilege  was  given  him 
ot  locating  his  grant  in  severni  mines,  salines,  mill- 
seats,  and  other  places,  as  might  hest  stiithis  interest, 
without  any  ohiigation,  on  his  part,  of  making  any 
settleiilent  thereon,  as  the  execution  of  his  plan  would 
require  large  dishursements,  and  cotdd  he  realised 
only  in  places  remote  from  the  white  population  and 
among  thejlndians. 
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.Tnli(|n  DuUuc  Ii:i(l  iriadc  a  sottlornent  on  the 
fronlic^rs  of  iho  provifjcc,  o\\  land  pnn'iiascd  from 
the  Indians,  in  ihv  tnidsl  of  vvlioin  it  was  «'l]lM*lcd, 
and  opciKid  and  worked  several  h^ad  mines,  whieli 
h<M)a)led  "  die  mines  of  Spain."  The  IJaron  now 
granted  him  all  the  land  from  lUv.  c  oast,  al)ov(>  die 
liltli'rivt.'r  Ma(pie<piilo  to  die  hanks  of  die  IVFosque- 
he!nanf|Ue,  lorming  ahout  six  leaj^ncs  oji  the  west 
bank  of  the  Mississi|)pi  riv(;r,  by  u  d<'j)di  of  three 
leajrnes. 

'i'h<;  Marcpns  de  !Maison-Hoiii>"e  having  eomphted 
his  estaldishment  on  dn^  Washita,  tin?  Uaron,  oli  the 
twentieth  of  June,  a|)proprialed  eon(dnsiv<'ly  diiriy 
thousand  superiieial  aeres  of  land  for  die  Marquis's 
csiahlishmenl;  it  heing  understood  diat  no  American 
settler  was  to  he  admitted  widiin  the  gr  int. 

The  expenses  of  lighting  the  city  of  Ncw-Orif^ans, 
and  the  wages  of  thirteen  watchmen,  had  originally 
been  provided  for  by  a  tax  on  chimneys.  The  des- 
truction of  a  considerable  nuniher  of  houses  by  the 
late  conflagration,  now  ren<lered  this  provision  in- 
sufhcient,  alid  the  Baron  propost^d  to  die  eahildo 
that  three  hundred  toises  ill  deplh,of  die  land  of  the 
city  beyond  th(i  fortifications  in  its  rear,  shotdd  he 
parcelled  out  into  small  tracts,  to  he  leased  out  for 
gardens,  from  whi('h  the  market  could  he  supplied 
with  vegitables ;  and  he  expressed  his  belief  diat  by 
the  draining  of  the  land,  the  city  wotdd  be  relieved 
from  the  noxious  exhalations  of  such  an  extent  of 
ground,  covered  with  water  during  tlur  greai<'st  part 
of  the  year.  This  proposition  was  not,  however, 
adopted ;  and  a  tax  was  laid  on  wheat  bread  and 
meat  It  was  diought  the  tax  on  bread  would  fall 
•n  the  rich  only;  the  poorer  class  of  people  using 
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corn  and  rice ;  and  that  a  part  of  both  would  be 
borne  by  travellers  niid  sojourners.  The  Barofi  urged 
the  necessity  of  continuing  to  light  the  city,  and  re- 
taining the  watchmen,  on  the  ground  of  the  city  being 
full  of  French  people,  the  nocturnal  assemblages 
of  whom,  as  well  as  that  of  the  slaves,  it  was  pru- 
dent to  prevent. 

The  king's  officers  in  New-Orleans  appeared  im- 
pressed with  the  idea  that  the  late  treaty  between 
Hpain  and  theUnited  States,  would  never  be  carried 
into  effect.  They  thought  that,  at  the  time  it  was 
entered  into,  the  affairs  of  Europe  rendered  the 
neutrality  of  the  United  States  of  great  importance 
to  Spain ;  and,  according  to  them,  the  object  of  Great 
Britain,  in  her  late  treaty  with  those  States,  was  to 
draw  them  over  to  her  interests,  and  render  them  in 
some  measure  dependent  on  her.  They  believed 
that  their  sovereign  had  ratified  the  treaty  for  the 
purpose  of  counteracting  the  views  of  Great-Britain, 
and  concluded  that,  as  that  power  had  failed  in  her 
object,  Spain,  on  her  part,  would  be  no  longer  inter- 
ested in  fulfilling  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty. 

Accordingly,  the  Baron  had  sent  Power  to  Ken- 
tucky, in  the  beginning  of  this  year,  to  keep  alive  the 
hopes  of  those  who  still  favored  the  plan  of  a  seces- 
sion of  the  western  people  from  the  Adantic  states. 
The  messenger  delivered  the  Baron's  packets  to  Wil- 
kinson, at  Greenville,  in  the  latter  part  of  May,  and 
was  dispatched  by  him  to  New-Madrid,  to  take 
charge  of  a  sum  of  money  (about  $10,000)  deposited 
by  the  Baron  in  the  hands  of  Don  Thomas  Portell, 
the  commandant  After  overcoming  some  difficulty, 
resulting  from  his  having  no  written  order  from  Wil- 
kinson, the  money  was  delivered  to  him.  He  con- 
ealcd  it  in  barrels  of  sugar  and  coffee^  and  brought 
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it  up  in  safety.  On  his  return  to  New-Orlpans,  he 
reported  to  his  employer  that  whatever  uiigiit  hereto- 
fore have  been  the  disposition  of  the  people  of  Ken- 
tucky, they  were  now  perfectly  satisfied  with  the 
federal  government,  and  their  loading  men  (with 
very  few  exceptions)  muiifested  an  utter  aversion  to 
the  hiizardous  experiments  heretofore  thought  ot^ — 
especially  as  their  own  government  had  now  obtain- 
ed frotr)  them,  by  the  late  treaty,  ihe  principal  object 
which  diey  expected  to  attain  by  a  separatioti  from 
the  Union. 

The  Baron*s  attention  was  now  momentarily 
drawn  from  his  fivorite  plan,  by  the  necessity  of 
protecting  the  province  under  his  care  from  impend- 
ing danger.  The  governor  of  Canada  had  assembled 
a  consid«irable  number  of  troops  on  the  Southern 
border  of  th'it  province;  a  circa  instance  which  in- 
duced the  belief  ih  It  m  expedition  was  contemplated 
from  thence,  through  the  western  territory  of  the 
United  States,  against  th*^  dominions  of  Spain  on  the 
Mississippi.  The  minister  of  ihe  Catholic  king  at 
Philadelphia,  communicated  to  the  department  of 
state  the  information  he  had  received  on  this  head, 
and  demanded  that,  according  to  a  stipulation  in  the 
laie  treaty,  the  United  States  should  oppose,  in  the 
most  effectual  manner,  the  intended  violation  of  their 
territory. 

Spain  had  concluded  a  treaty  of  peace  with  the 
French  republic,  and  on  the  7th  of  October  had  de- 
clared war  against  Great-Britain.  The  Catholic  king, 
in  the  declaration  of  war,  mentions  the  late  treaty 
between  Great-Britain  and  the  United-States,  as  one 
of  the  motives  that  had  inlluenced  his  conditct  in 
this  respect. 
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Scrano  itjul  Arj/oiic  were  the  ordinary  alcadcs  for 
tiic  years  171)7  as. a  171)8. 

By  a  roytrf  onicT  of  t\w  fourteenili  of  May,  the 
royal  audieiMje  of  Santo-Domirjgo  was  romov( d  to 
Puerto  del  Principe,  a  town  in  die  island  of  Cu- 
ba. 

The  king  having  acceded  to  the  proposition  of  the 
cahildo,  in  regard  to  an  additional  number  of  regi- 
dors,  Francisco  de  Riano,  liOiiis  d'Arhy  d'Ani- 
cant,  Jaymc  Jord;in,  John  LeUlanc,  Gilbert  Andry 
and  Frar-'isco  Castanedo,iook  their  seats  in  that  body 
as  such. 

It  had  been  stipulated,  in  the  late  treaty  between 
the  United  States  and  Spain,  that  commissioners  of 
both  nations  should  meet  at  Natchez,  within  six 
months  from  the  ratification.  Accordingly,  A-ndrew 
Ellicot  had  been  appointed  commissioner  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States,  and  Don  Manuel  Gayoso  de 
Lemos  on  that  of  the  Catholic  king. 

Gayoso,  according  to  the  instructions  of  the  Baron, 
as  soon  as  he  heard  of  Ellicot's  approach  with  a  small 
body  of  infantry  under  the  orders  of  Lieut.  M'Leary, 
sent  an  officer  to  meet  him,  with  a  request  that  he 
would  not  attempt  to  come  to  ISatchez  as  yet,  but 
stop  at  bayou  Pierre,  as  the  fort  was  not  ready  to  be 
surrendered,  and  some  disorder  might  result  from 
the  approximation  of  the  troops  of  the  two  nations. 

Ellicot  disregarded  Uiis  message,  and  reached 
Natchez  with  his  men  in  the  month  of  February,  and 
displayed  the  flag  of  his  country  near  the  fort. 

The  Baron,  wishing  to  gain  time,  urged,  as  his 
reason  for  delaying  a  comphance  with  tlie  stipula- 
tions of  rcaty,  that  they  were  not  sufficiently  explicit, 
and  doubts  had  arisen  in  his  mind  as  to  the  manner 
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in  which  (ho  posis  were  to  l»e  delivered.  It  appeared 
to  hiiii  f|iiestionai)le  whether  they  were  to  be  so,  with 
all  the  forts  and  edifices  standing,  as  the  United 
States  seemed  to  understand,  or  evacuated,  rased 
and  abandoned,  as  he  conceived,  in  order  that  Spain 
might  avoid  involving  herself  into  diflicultles  with 
the  Indian  nations,vvho,  by  formal  treaiies,  liad  ceded 
to  her  the  land  at  the  Chickasaw  binds.  Walnut  Hill, 
and  Tonibecbee,  the  express  conditions  that  she 
sliould  erect  fortifications  there,  to  prevent  their 
country  from  being  invaded.  He  thereforr  declarrd 
his  determination  to  awaif  die  orders  of  his  sove- 
reign, or  those  of  his  minister  at  Philadelphia,  re- 
tain the  posts  on  the  Mississippi,  and  defend  upper 
Louisiana,  until  congress,  acting  upon  the  represen- 
tation of  the  latter,  should  tjike  measures  to  restrain 
any  expedition  against  those  Indians,  according  to 
the  stipulations  of  the  treaty^ 

For  the  purposo  of  rciceiving  possession  of  the 
posts  to  be  surriitulered,  a  larger  detachment,  under 
the  orders  of  Lieutenant  Pope,  soon  followed  the 
former.  The  instructions  of  that  officer  render  it 
probable  thatthegovern.ncnt  of  the  United  States  ap- 
prehendf'd  some  (lifiicuky  from  that  of  Spain.  The 
lieutenant  was  directed,  in  the  first  instance,  to  pro- 
ceed to  Fort  JMassac  on  the  Ohio,  and  there  to  await 
the  return  of  an  oftirer  previously  sent  to  New  Ma- 
dri  1  for  official  information  in  r<'g:n'd  to  the  delivery 
of  die  posts;  and,  on  tho  certainty  or  probability  of 
such  an  event,  he  was  to  proceed  to  Natchez,  and  on 
his  arrival  there,  to  keej)  up  the  most  perfect  disci- 
pline among  the  troops,  so  as  to  prevent  'every  kind 
of  disorder,  and  j)romote  harmony  and  friendly  inter- 
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change  of  good  offices  with  the  suhjects  of  the  Catho- 
lic king, and  to  treat  the  Spanish  flaj»  with  respect. 

Thccominaiidartt  at  New  Madrid,  lipinjjj  without 
instructions,  was  unuhle  to  give  any  infortnation  re- 
specting the  views  of  the  colonial  government,  and 
lieutenant  Pope,  concluding  that   possession  would 

Erobably  be  given,  descended  the  Mississippi,  and 
ad  proceeded  as  far  as  New  Madrid,  where  he  was 
met  by  a  messenger  from  the  Baron,  warning  him  to 

Eroceed  no  farther.  The  lieutenant  thought  it  best, 
owever,  to  go  on,  and,  at  the  Walnut  Hills,  found  a 
letter  from  Gayoso,  requesting  him  to  stop  then*.  He 
tarried  awhile;  but, on  receiving  a  letter  fro>n  Ellicot, 
advising  him  to  come  to  Natchez,  he  departed,  and 
joined  Ellicot  soon  after,  and  immediately  increased 
his  for<;e  by  enlistment,  and  apprehended  several  de- 
serters from  the  army  of  the  United  States,  who  had 
taken  refuge  under  the^protection  of  the  Spanish 
flag. 

The  most  considerable  part  of  the  population  of 
the  district  of  Natchez  had  removed  from  the  United 
States,  or  were  descendants  of  emigrants  from  the 
British  provinces,  after  the  peace  of  1762.  They 
were  anxious  for  a  change  of  govern  mem,  and  ap- 
peared to  disregard  the  authority  of  the  officers  of 
Spain.  Gayoso  iss«ied  a  proclamation  on  the  twen* 
tieth  of  March,  calculated  to  bring  them  back  to 
their  duty. 

The  Baron  had  resolved  that  his  determination, 
in  regard  to  the  delivery  of  the  posts  to  the  United 
States,  should  be  regulated  by  the  success  or  failure 
of  a  last  attempt  to  detach  the  western  country  from 
the  Union,  and  had  accordingly  sent  Power  thither 
en  this  errand. 
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Tho  avowed  object  of  his  mission  was  the  delivery 
of  a  leiter  lo  Wilkinson,  ^lio,  on  the  death  of  Wayne, 
had  surceeded  to  die  eommand  of  the  Anicriran 
forces,  to  induce  him  not  to  insist  on  die  immediate 
evacuation  of  tlie  posts  of  8pain:  the  real  object  of 
die  journey,  however,  (and  concerning  whi<'h  the 
Baron,  in  order  to  avoid  all  danger  of  detection,  had 
given  only  verbal  instructions)  was  to  sound  the  dis- 
position of  the  western  people,  whose  militia,  ihc 
Baroh  had  heard,  had  received  orders  to  be  ready  to 
march  at  the  first  call.  In  the  event  of  this  proving 
true,  Power  was  directed  to  send  immediate  infor- 
mation of  it  to  the  commandant  at  New  Madrid. 

He  was  instructed  adroitly  to  give  it  out  among 
those  with  whom  he  might  have  an  opportunity  of 
conversing  in  the  course  of  his  travels,  that  the  sur- 
render, to  the  forces  of  the  United-States,  of  the  posts 
occupied  by  those  of  Spain,  on  the  Mississippi,  was 
in  direct  opposition  to  die  interest  of  the  western 
people,  who,  as  they  must  one  day  be  separated  fi*ora 
the  Atlantic  states,  would  find  themselves  without 
any  communication  with  the  sea,  excepting  tbroigh 
Louisiana,  from  whence  they  might  expect  powerful 
succours  in  artillery,  arms,  anmiunition  and  money, 
openly  or  secretly,  as  soon  as  they  determined  on  a 
secession,  which  must  secure  to  them  independance 
and  prosperity. 

The  wish  was  expressed  that  it  might  be  suggested 
that,  for  this  reason.  Congress  was  determined  on 
hastening  the  taking  possession  of  these  posts,  and 
the  western  people  would  forge  fetters  for  themselves, 
if  they  consented  to  furnish  their  militia,  and  other 
means,  which  the  United-States  could  find  among 
them  only. 

It  was  urged  that  these  hints,  if  diffused  through 
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the  f>jip<  IS,  nnolit  make  a  strong  iinprossiun  on  the 
|)<H>l»h',  and  dispose?  ihcni  to  tlirow  off*  die  yoke  ot" 
tlu>  Atliintic  states ;  and  if  tlicy  could  bo  dissnadcd 
I'roin  aiding  congress,  it  could  not  give  law  to  the 
Spanianls. 

Assurances  were  given  that,  if  one  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars,  properly  distrihuted  in  Kentucky,  could 
induce  ihv  jieople  to  resist,  that  sum  would  he  readily 
i'urnished.  The  messenger  was  authorised  to  pro- 
mise this,  and  an  e(pial  sum  to  ])roeurearms,  in  case 
ol'  necessity,  with  "20  pieces  of  artillery. 

The  pack<'t  for  Wilkinson,  securing  to  die  bearer 
the  best  opporinnily  of  viewing  the  army  and  ascer- 
taining its  force,  discij  line  uiaj  disposiiion,  he  was 
directed  to  improve  it,  and  transmit  to  his  employer 
without  delay,  the  most  correct  and  minute  informa- 
tion he  could  obtain.  A  doubt  was  expressed  whe- 
ther a  person  of  Wilkinson's  character  would  prefer 
the  command  of  the  army  of  the  United-States,  to 
the  glory  of  being  the  founder,  the  liberator,  indeed 
the  Washington  of  the  western  states.  His  part 
was  saia  to  be  brilliant  and  easy;  all  eyes  were 
fixed  on  him;  he  possessed  the  confidence  of  his 
fellow-citizens,  and  principally  of  die  Kentucky 
volunteers;  at  the  slightest  moviment,  the  people 
would  hail  him  die  general  of  the  new  republic. 
His  reputation  would  raise  him  an  army,  and  France 
and  Spain  enable  him  to  pay  it. 

Pursuing  his  prophetic  strain,  the  B<iron  added 
that,  on  Wilkinson's  taking  Fort  Massac,  he 
would  instantly  send  him  small  arms  and  artillery 
from  New-Orleans ;  and  Spain,  limiting  herself  to 
the  posts  at  Natchez  and  Walnut  Hilsl,  would  cede 
all  the  left  bank  of  the  Mississippi  as  high  as  the 
Ohio,  which  would  form  an  extensive  republic,  con- 
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ncctcd,  by  its  situation  and  interests,  with  Spain, 
who,  ill  conjuiictiom  with  if,  would  force  the  Indians 
to  deck  its  aihaiire  and  conlbund  themselves,  in 
tiino,  with  its  dtizena 

Tile  Haroii  added  that  the  western  people  were 
dissatisfied  with  the  tax  on  whiskey,  and  Spain  and 
France  wore  enrag<;d  at  the  connexion  of  the 
United  States  with  («reat  Britain;  tiic  army  was 
weak  and  devoted  to  Wdkinson,  and  the  threat  of 
conj^ess  authorised  him  (the  Baron)  to  succour  the 
western  people  immediately  and  openly;  money 
would  not  be  wanting;;  and  he  was  about  despatch- 
ing a  vessel  to  Vera  Cruz  for  a  supply  of  it,  and  am- 
munition ;  so  that  nothing  was  required  but  an  in- 
stant of  firmness  and  resolution  to  render  the  western 
people  free  and  happy.  But,  if  they  suffered  the  op- 
portunity to  pass  unimproved,  and  the  Spaniards 
were  compelled  to  surrender  the?  posts,  Kentucky  and 
Tennessee  would  Ibrt^ver  remain  under  the  oppres- 
sive yoke  of  the  Atlantic  states. 

These  instructions  concluded  with  an  assurance 
to  Power,  that  if,  by  forcibly  urging  these  arguments, 
he  succeeded  in  bringing  over  VVilkinson,  Lacasa- 
gne,  Sebastian,  Brackrnridge,  and  the  other  principal 
men,  and  if,  by  dint  of  promises,  which  he  (the  Ba- 
ron) pledged  himself  should  be  faithfully  redeemed, 
and  by  die  general  diffusion  of  these  notions  among 
them,  the  public  generally  could  be  engaged  to  se- 
cond their  efforts,  the  object  of  his  expedition  would 
be  accomplished,  and  he  would  acquire  imperishable 
renown,  and  a  claim  to  the  most  brilliant  rewards; 
whilst,  on  the  other  hand,  should  he  unfortunately 
fail,  his  employer  would  be  able  to  procure  him  an 
appoiiiunent,  which  would  place  him  beyond  the 
reach  of  the  envy  or  hatred  of  his  enemies, 
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In  the  meanwhile  other  agents  were  sent  among 
the  nations  of  Indians  within  the  territory  of  the 
United  States,  with  speeches  calculated  to  induce 
them  to  withdraw  from  the  protection  of  congress, 
and  take  up  the  hatchet  against  the  citizens  of  the 
United-States.  ' 

The  Baron,  at  the  same  time,  reinforced  the  garri- 
son of  Fort  Panmure,  and  that  of  the  Walnut  Hills; 
a  measure  whjch  he  said  was  resorted  to,  as  one  ot 
precaution  against  the  descent  which  the  British 
meditated  from  Canada.  The  people  of  the  district 
of  Natchez  viewed  it  as  a  prelude  to  the  arrest  of 
those  among  them  who  had  manifested  a  partiality  to 
the  government  of  the  United  States.  Their  alarm 
was  such  as  to  drive  a  few  of  them  to  some  violent 
steps.  The  subsequent  commotion  in  the  neighbour- 
hood was  so  great  as  to  induce  Gayoso,  with  his  &- 
mily,  to  seek  an  asylum  in  the  fort,  on  the  seventh  of 
Jtme. 

Four  days  after,  he  issued  an  elaborate  proclama- 
tion, warning  the  people  of  the  consequences  of  their 
illegal  proceedings,  requiring  them  to  return  to  their 
duty  and  allegiance  to  their  sovereign,  submission  to 
his  laws  and  obedience  to  his  officers ;  commanding 
those  who  had  emiwdied  themselves,  to  disperse  and 
return  to  their  usual  and  lawful  occupations,  as  the 
only  means  of  obtaining  an  amnesty  for  the  past  and 
security  for  the  future. 

A  general  meeting  of  the  people,  to  deliberate  on 
the  state  of  the  district,  was  proposed,  and  vviis  gen- 
erally approved  of^  but  an  apprehension  was  enter- 
tained that  Gayoso  would  break  up  their  assembly, 
by  arresting  those  who  might  attend.  Lieutenant 
Pope  assured  the  inhabitants  he  would  protect  them 
at  all  hazards.    He  recommended  that  they  should 
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come  forward  and  assert  their  rights^  in  the  most  so- 
lem«i  mMnrnT,  and  join  the  forces  of  the  United  State* 
in  case  the  Baron  sent  more  soldiers  there  from  New 
Orlean!*.  '['he  lieutenant^s  conduct  was  couotenan- 
ced  hy  Ellicot. 

The  meeting  took  place  on  the  twentieth  of  June. 
They  remembered  the  conduct  of  O'Reilly  in  1769, 
and  felt  appnhensive  of  the  consequences  of  any  step 
they  might  take:  they  feared  thuGayoso's  procla- 
mation might  only  be  intended  as  a  snare,  and  were 
anxious  to  fix  th<3  terms  of  their  surrender  so  as  to 
avoid  every  ambiguity  of  expression.  At  last  they 
assented  to  Ellieoi's  proposition  for  the  appointment 
of  a  committee  of  safety,  of  which  lieutenant  Pope 
was  a  member. 

This  co-nmittee  called  on  Gayoso,  and  proposed 
that  he  should  recc^nise  their  existence  as  a  body- 
that  none  of  the  people  should  be  injured  or  prose* 
cuted  on  account  of  the  part  they  had  taken  against 
government — that  they  should  be  exempted  from 
serving  in  the  militia,  under  the  Spanish  authorities, 
except  to  suppress  riots  or  repress  the  insults  of  In- 
dians— that  they  should  be  considered  as  in  a  state  of 
neutralitv,  although  governed  by  Spanish  laws,  and 
none  of  them  should  be  sent  out  of  the  coumry  under 
any  pretence  whatsoever. 

Gayoso  gave  his  ready  assent  to  these  propositions, 
and  the  Baron  ratified  what  he  had  done,  with  a  sin* 
gle  and  unimportant  exception. 

The  fall  of  this  year  was  very  sickly  in  New-Or- 
leans, and  the  city  was  visited  by  the  yellow  fever. 

The  Baron  was  now  appointed  president  of  the 
royal  audience  of  the  province  of  Quito,  and  lefl 
Louisiana. 
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This  year,  the  people  of  the  South-western  Terri- 
tory of  the  United  Slates  were  admitted  into  the 
Union,  as  the  state  of  Tennessee,  and  formed  the  six- 
teenth member  of  the  confederacy. 

John  Adams  succeeded  General  Washington  in 
the  presidency  of  the  United  States. 

Archives—Gaxettea-^Clark-'Wilkinaon. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 


Don  Manuel  Gayoso  dc  Lemos — Don  Carlos  (h. 
Grandpre — Power^s  report — General  Collfl — 
instructions  to  commandants — The  Freiuk 
princes — Captain  Guion  hHngs  a  reinforce' 
ment  to  Natchez — Line  of  demarcation — Mis- 
sissippi  territory — Georgia  claim — Schedule  for 
tlie  disposal  of  vacant  land^— Deposit  suspended 
"--Arrangement  as  to  deposit — Land  regulati- 
ons^^Death  of  Gayoso — the  Marquis  de  Casa 
Calvo — Upper  Louisiana — Don  Ramon  de  Lo- 
pez— Warlike  measures  of  the  U.  S. — Vacant 
land — Dicision  oftlieNorth-western  territory — 
Deposit  restored — Louisiana  ccfled  to  Spain — 
Grant  of  land  to  the  city — Thonuis  Jefferson — 
Treaty  between  the  U.  S.  and  France. 

Don  Manuel  Gayoso  dc  Lemos,  a  brigadier-gene- 
ral of  the  royal  armies,  who  commanded  at  Natchez, 
succeeded  the  Baron  de  Carondelet,  in  the  govern- 
ment of  the  provinces  of  Louisiana  and  Wesi-Fiori- 
da,  and  was  succeeded  in  his  former  command  by 
Don  Carlos  de  Grandpre.  The  latter  officer,  bciing 
obnoxious  to  the  people  of  the  district  of  Natchez, 
declined  going  there,  and  Major  Minor,  a  native 
of  New-Jersey,  who  came  to  Louisiana  in  the  year 
1778,  and  had  Jiccepted  of  a  commission  in  the  Ca- 
thohc  king^s  service,  acted  as  commandant,  until  the 
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establishment  of  tlie  government,  under  the  authority 
of  the  United  Slates. 

Power  now  returned  from  the  western  country, 
and  in  his  report  to  Gayoso,  which  bears  date  on 
the  fifth  of  Decembei,  stated  that  he  met  Sebastian 
at  Louisville,  and  communicated  to  him  the  real  and 
ostensible  objects  of  his  mission,  when,  after  confer- 
ing  together,  they  were  of  opinion  it  was  indispensa- 
ble to  add  four  propositions  to  those  the  Baron  had 
authorised  Power  to  make.  Without  the  first,  nei- 
ther Sebastian,  nor  any  other  person  concerned  or 
interested  in  the  important  undertaking,  would  take 
any  step  for  its  success.  These  propositions  were, 
that 

1.  If  any  person  should  lose  his  office,  on  account 
of  promoting  the  Baron's  views,  he  should  be  indem- 
nified by  the  king  of  Spain. 

2.  The  northern  boundary  of  the  king's  dominion 
should  be  a  line  drawn  from  the  mouth  of  the  river 
Yazoo  to  the  river  Tornbeckbee;  and  the  northern- 
most Spanish  fort  should  be  six  miles  below  that 
line. 

3.  But  the  king  should  retain  the  fort  of  San  Fer- 
nando de  Barancas  (Chickasaw  bluffs)  with  the  land 
around  it,  ceded  to  him  by  the  Indians  by  their 
treaty  with  Gayoso. 

4.  The  king  should  not  interfere,  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, with  the  form  of  government  or  laws,  which 
the  western  people  should  adopt. 

Sebastian  undertook  to  communicate  the  Baron^s 
propositions,  with  the  above  amendments,  to  Innis 
and  Nicholas,  To  conceal  the  real  object  of  Power's 
journey,  and  avoid  the  resentment  of  the  people  of 
Louisville,  who  were  enraged  at  his  frequent  visits 
and  threatened  to  tar  and  feather  him,  it  was  agreed 
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that,  after  having  seen  Wilkinson  at  Detroit,  he  should 
return  by  Greenville,  Cineinnati,  Newport,  George- 
town, and  Frankfort,  to  meet  Innis  and  Nicholas, 
and  be  informed  of  the  success  of  their  efforts ;  and 
that  Sebastian,  and  another  person,  should  accompa- 
ny him  to  New-Orleans,  Notwithstanding  he  (Sebas- 
tian) was  of  opinion  that,  for  the  present,  all  the 
means  and  efforts  used  to  stimulate  the  western  people 
to  secede  from  the  union,  would  be  of  no  avail,  he 
promised  that  nothing  should  be  wanting,  on  his  part, 
to  obtain  what  was  so  much  desired. 

Power  arrived  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Detroit 
on  the  sixteenth  of  August,  and  finding  that  Wilkin* 
son  was  then  at  Michilimackinac,  he  did  not  enter 
the  fort.  The  general,  immediately  after  his  return, 
hearing  of  Power's  arrival,  had  him  arrested  and 
brought  to  the  fort,  and  thus  got  the  Baron's  dis- 
patches. He  gave  a  cold  reception  to  the  bearer, 
and  informed  him  that  the  governor  of  the  North- 
Western  territorv  had  orders  to  arrest  and  send  him 
to  Philadelphia,  which  could  be  preveHted  in  no 
other  manner  than  by  sending  him,  under  a  strong 
guard  to  New-Madrid,  without  delay.  He  added, 
the  Baron's  project  was  a  chimerical  one,  impossible 
to  be  executed,  as  the  western  people,  having  obtain- 
ed, by  the  late  ireiity,  all  that  they  wanted,  have  no 
need  of  any  connexion  or  alliance  with  Spain,  nor 
any  motive  for  a  separation  from  the  Atlantic  states, 
even  if  France  and  Spain  should  make  them  the 
most  advantageous  offers — that  the  ferment  which 
existed  four  years  ago,  had  now  subsided,  and  the 
vexations  and  depredations  which  the  American 
commerce  had  suffered  from  the  privateers  of  France, 
created  an  implacable  hatred  tor  that  nation.  He 
added  that  the  people  of  Kentucky  had  proposed  to 
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him  to  raise  an  army  of  ten  thousand  men,  to  take 
New-Orleans,  in  case  of  a  rupture  with  Spain,  and 
the  governor  of  Louisiana  had  no  other  measure  to 
pursue,  under  the  present  circumstances,  than  fully 
to  comply  with  the  treaty.  He  complained  that  all 
his  plans  were  overturned,  and  all  his  lahouni  for  ten 
years  past  lost.  He  added  that,  he  had  destroyed 
all  his  cyphers  and  burnt  his  correspondence  with 
the  governors  of  Louisiana,  and  duty  and  honor  did 
not  permit  him  to  continue  it.  The  Baron,  however, 
need  not  apprehend  his  confidence  should  be  abused 
— that  if  Spain  surrendered  the  district  of  Natchez 
to  the  United  States,  they  would  probably  make  him 
governor,  and  ha  shoidd  not  then  lack  the  opportu- 
nity of  promoting  his  political  projects.  He  com- 
plained that  his  connexion  with  the  colonial  govern- 
ment had  been  divulged — that  Don  Zenon  Tnideau, 
the  commandant  at  St«  Louis,  had  sent  emissaries 
among  the  Indian  nations  w  ithin  the  territory  of  the 
United  States,  inviting  them  to  come  and  settle  with- 
in that  of  Spain,  as  the  Spanish  king  was  at  war  with 
the  British,  and  would  soon  be  with  the  French. 

On  the  sixth,  Wilkinson  delivered  his  answer,  for 
the  Baron,  to  Power,  and  immediately  compelled 
the  latter  to  depart  for  New-Marid,  by  the  way  of  the 
Wabash,  under  a  guard  commanded  by  captain 
Shaumburg.  On  passing  through  Vincennes,  Power 
sent  an  express  to  Louisville,  in  order  to  apprise 
Sebastian  of  what  happened. 

Power  concluded  his  report,  by  stating  djat,  with 
regard  to  the  people  of  Kentu<'ky,  Sebastian's  opini- 
on differed  from  Wilkinson's.  The  former  had  told 
him  that  should  war  be  declared  between  Spain  and 
the  United  States,  Louisiana  would  have  nothing  to 
fear  from  the  people  of  Kentucky ;  and  insinutated 
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it  would  more  likely  be  the  circumstance  wliich 
should  stiiniilnte  tliem  a«rainst  the  Uiiitwd  States. 
The  reporter's  own  opinion  wns,  that  a  great  propor- 
tion of  the  most  influential  characters  in  Kentucky 
and  Tennessee,  had  been  the  instigators  of  the  expe- 
ditions set  on  foot,  under  Lachaise  and  Clark,  against 
the  dominions  of  Sj)ain,  by  Genet.  The  rest  were 
unambitious  of  coiKjuest  frosn  Spain,  and  desired 
only  to  preserve  the  boundary  secured  to  them  by 
the  treaties. 

During  this  winter,  general  Collet,  who  had  tra- 
velled through  the  states  of  Kentucky  and  Tennes- 
see, by  order  of  the  French  government,  passed 
through  New-Orleans.  It  was  supposed  Adet,  the 
French  minister  at  Philadelphia,  sent  him  on  an  er- 
rand similar  to  that  on  which  Lachaisc  had  been 
employed  by  Genet. 

Gayoso  issued  his  hando  de  huen  gohicrno,  in 
^he  month  of  Jantiary,  1798.  It  does  not  contain 
any  important  new  regulation. 

On  the  following  day,  he  published  a  set  of  instruc- 
tions to  commandants,  in  regard  to  the  grant  of  land, 
as  follows: 

1.  They  are  forbidden  to  grant  land  to  a  hew  sol- 
der, coining  from  another  psot,  where  he  has  obtain- 
ed a  grant.  Such  a  one  must  buy  bnd,  or  obtain  a 
grant  from  the  governor. 

2.  If  a  settler  be  a  foreigner,  unmarried,  and  with- 
out either  slaves,  money,  or  otlier  property,  no  prant 
is  to  be  made  to  hiui,  until  he  shall  have  remained 
four  years  in  the  post,  demeaning  himself  well  in 
some  honest  an<l  useful  occupation. 

3.  Mechanics  are  to  be  protected,  but  no  land  is  to 
be  granted  to  them,  until  they  siiall  have  acquired 


VOL.  II. 


20 


^«'l 


'^fl--;- 


r 


•f, 


*   1 


y  k 


4  ■'  i?"  I 


m 

I 


4'IJ 

■HI 


ir 


^*\  il? 


m  ^ 


\s 


'A 
■f      '.  i 


1.54 


CHAPTER 


[1798 


somo  propnrfy,  and  a  rnsiclcnce  of  three  years  in  tho 
exisrcist?  of  tlH^r  trado. 

4.  No  j^rant  of  land  is  to  bo  inad«  to  any  unmar- 
rird  (Mnigrant,  v,iio  has  neidirr  trade  nor  property, 
until  aftur  a  rc;sidem;o  of  four  years,  during  which 
timo  h«»  must  have  been  employed  in  the  culture  of 
the  ground. 

5.  But  if,  after  a  residence  of  two  years,  such  a 
person  should  marry  tho  daughter  of  an  honest  far- 
mer, with  his  consent,  and  be  by  him  reconnnended, 
a  grant  of  land  may  be  made  to  him. 

(5.  Liberty  of  conscience  is  not  to  be  extended  be- 
yond the  first  generation :  the  children  of  the  emigrant 
must  beCaUiolic;  and  emigrants,  not  agreeing  to 
this,  must  not  be  admitted,  but  removed,  even  when 
they  bring  property  with  them.  This  is  to  be  ex- 
plained to  settlers  who  do  not  profess  the  Catholic 
religion. 

7.  In  Upper  Louisiana,  no  settler  is  to  be  admit- 
ted, who  is  not  a  fiirmer  or  a  mechanie. 

8.  It  is  expressly  recommended  to  commandants, 
to  watch  that  no  preacher  of  any  religion  but  the 
Catcholic,  comes  into  the  province. 

9.  To  every  married  emigrant  of  the  above  de- 
scription, two  hundred  arpents  may  be  granted,  with 
the  ad<lition  of  fifty  for  every  child  he  brings. 

10.  If  he  bring  negroes,  twenty  additional  arpentg 
arc  to  be  granted  him  for  each:  but  in  no  ease  are 
more  than  eight  himdred  arpents  to  be  granted  to  an 
emigrant. 

11.  No  land  is  to  be  granted  to  a  trader. 

1:2.  Immediately  on  the  arrival  of  a  selUer,  the 
oath  of  allegiance  is  to  be  administered  to  him.  If 
he  has  a  wife,  proof  is  to  be  demanded  of  dieir  mar- 
riage; and,  if  they  bring  any  property,  they  are  to  be 
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rrrniirod  to  doclare  what  part  belongs  to  pithor  of 
th<M)i;  ufu\  they  are  to  be  iritorriied  thai  (he  discovery 
of  any  wilful  fiilsehood  in  this  deelaration,  will  int^ur 
the;  forfeiujre  of  the  land  granted  thcni,  and  the  im- 
provenieiiis  nuide  thereon. 

VX  Without  proof  of  a  lawful  niarriago,  or  of  ab- 
solute ownership  of  negroes,  no  grant  is  to  be  made 
for  any  wife  or  negro. 

14.  'i'he  jir.tnt  is  to  be  forfeited,  if  a  settlement  be 
not  iniuh;  wiihin  the  year,  or  one  tenth  part  of  the 
land  put  inenltivation  within  two. 

15.  No  grantee  is  »o  be  allowed  to  sell  his  land 
until  be  has  produced  diree  cro|>s  on  a  tenth  |>ari  of 
it;  but  in  case  of  deatli,  ii  uv,\y  pass  to  an  heir  in  (he 
province,  but  not  to  one  wiihout,  unless  he  come  and 
settle  it. 

I(>.  If  the  grantee  owesd(»bts  in  die  provinr-e,  the 
proceeds  of  the  first  lour  crops  are  to  be  applied  to 
dieir  disch.irge,  in  preference  to  diat  of  dehts  due 
abroad.  If,  belbre  the  Uiinl  crop  be  made,  it  l)ecomes 
neces-;ary  to  evict  thegrantj^e,  on  acco(mtof  hisbfid 
ctmditct,  Ui(^  land  shall  be  given  to  the  yoiuig  man 
and  youiiir  woman,  residing  wi(bin  one  mile  of  it, 
whose?  good  conduct  may  shew  them  (o  be  the  best 
deserving  of  it;  and  the  decision  is  to  be  made  by 
an  ass*  tnbly  of  notat)lc  planters,  presided  by  Uie 
commandant. 

17.  Emigranis  arc  to  settle  contiguous  to  old  esta- 
blishments, without  leaving  any  vacant  hmd — that 
the  people  may  more  easily  protect  each  odier,  in 
case  of  any  invasion  !)y  (he  Indians;  and  that  the 
administr.ition  of  justice,  and  a  compliance  with  po- 
lice regulations,  may  be  tacililated. 

Early  in  this  yenr,  the  dukes  of  Orleans  and  Mon- 
tauster,und  the  count  of  Beaujolais,  came  toNew-Or* 
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leans  from  thcwcsu  rn  states.  These  grand-children 
of  the  duke  of  OrU  uns,  who  was  ngent  of  Franco 
during  the  minority  of  Louis  XV.  and  descendants 
of  Louis  XIU.  were  seen  with  great  interest  hy  the 
inhuhitants.  After  a  stay  of  a  few  weeks,  they  de- 
parted for  Europe,  hy  the  way  of  Havana. 

Don  Denys  de  la  Ronde  and  Don  Pedro  de  la 
Roche  took  their  seats  in  the  cahiido;  the  former  as 
successor  of  Almonaster,  and  the  latter  as  principal 
provincial  alcade. 

Captain  Guion,  an  officer  of  the  revolutionary 
war,  came  this  winter  to  Natchez,  witli  a  strong  rein- 
forcement, and  took  the  command  of  the  forces 
brought  hy  lieutenants  M*Nary  and  Pope.  On  the 
23d  of  March,  the  fort  at  the  Walnut-Hills,  and  on 
the  twenty-ninth,  fort  Panmure,  were  evacuated  by 
the  troops  of  Spain,  and  immediate  possession  taken 
by  those  of  the  United  ^taies.  Shortly  after,  Gayoso 
gave  orders  to  William  Dunbar,  who  had  succeeded 
him  in  the  office  of  commissioner,  on  the  part  of 
Spain,  for  running  the  lineof  demarcadon)  to  make 
arrangements  with  EUicot,  in  order  that  the  opera- 
tions might  be  immediately  begun.  Major  Trueman 
was  tiie  surveyor  on  the  part  of  the  United  States, 
and  Power,  the  baron^s  late  agent,  that  on  the  part  of 
Spain, 

Congress,  on  the  seventh  of  April,  erected  the 
country  bounded,  on  the  north,  by  a  line  drawn  due 
east  from  ilie  mouth  of  the  river  Yazou  to  the  Cata* 
houchc  river;  on  the  east  by  that  stream;  on  the 
south  by  the  thirty-first  degree  of  north  latitude,  and 
on  the  west  by  the  Mississippi — into  a  separate  gov- 
ernment, to  be  called  the  Mississippi  territory ;  and 
a  form  of  government  was  established  therein,  simi- 
lar to  that  provided  for  the  north-western  territory. 
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by  the  ordinance  of  1787,  with  the  exception  of  tlic 
cljiuse  pruhibitiiig  slavery. 

The  state  of  (jieorgia  laid  claini  to  the  land  inclu- 
ded within  ihe  new  governmcni,  or  the  «»real('st  part 
of  it;  and  congress  declared  that  thee!st^l)li^slllncnt 
of  the  territorial  body  should  not,  in  any  respiet,  im- 
pair the  rights,  to  any  land  west  of  that  state,  of  any 
person  or  persons,  either  to  the  jurisdiction  or  soil 
of  the  said  territory.  The  president  of  the  United- 
States  was  authorised  to  appoint  commissioners  to 
ascertain,  conjointly  with  others  appointed  on  tho 
part  of  the  stale,  her  right  to  any  land  west  of  the 
river  Catahou<rhe,  north  of  the  thirty-first  degree  of 
north  latitude,  and  south  of  the  land  ceded  by  the 
state  of  North-Carolina  to  the  Unite  d-States;  and  to 
receive  proposals  for  the  relinf^uishment,  or  cession, 
of  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  other  territory  claim- 
ed by  die  state  of  Georgia  and  out  of  her  ordinary 
jurisdiction. 

Winthrop  Sergeant  was  appointed  governor  of 
the  new  territory;  an<l,  on  his  arrival  soon  after, 
with  ih  r  secretary  and  judges,  its  government  went 
into  operation. 

l^he  Northern  Indians  continuing  to  manifest  pa- 
cific dispositions,,  it  was  thought  prop(T  to  transfer 
the  head-quarters  of  the  army  of  the  United-States 
to  the  Mississippi;  and,  accordingly,  Wilkinson 
came  to  Natchez  with  a  consid(>ral)le  pan  ol  the 
forces.  Mere  was  fixed,  at  this  time,  the  souihern- 
most  post.  He  removed,  with  all  his  men, to  the  spot 
called  by  thc'Freneb  ht-Rvche'd-Darum^^iDi]  hy  the 
Eiiijiish  "  Loftus-IIeighis,"  which  was  the  most 
southerly  tmable  point  within  thHUni'ed-Siates,  and 
immediately  began  the  fortification  which  was  after- 
wards called  Fort-Aduins» 
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By  n  royal  scliodulo  of  .'lio  twonfy-first  of  0<>tolnr, 
tbo  iMi<iMliirn',y  of  iIh'  proviiircs  ol  Ijouisiaui  u.kI 
Wt!Sl-Klorifln,  w.is  put  in  pfwscssioi),  fo  lln'  oxclusitui 
of  ;ill  othor  amfiop'ty,  of  tho  privih'j^r  <»f  <iivi(iirig 
aiid  granting;  all  kinds  of  land  l)clui)gin(^  ro  dio 
crown — a  |>rivilrn;o  vvliifh,  under  the  roval  ord«*r  of 
tlic  iwclily-fourth  of  Au;^nsf,  1770,  belongi'd  to  the 
civil  und  rnilitury  govcrintiint. 

Riano  and  Fonvcrgnc  were  Uie  ordinary  alcades 
for  die  yiar  171)1). 

On  the  30ih  of  April,  D'^n  Joseph  Vidal,  ihe 
coMiinandunt  of  the  post  of  Coneorda,  ooposiie  to 
Natchez,  entered,  by  order  of  G  lyoso,  info  an  ar- 
rangement, with  the  governor  of  the  iMississippi 
territory,  for  the  reciprocal  surrender  of  runaway 
slaves. 

Morales,  conslderihg  that  three  years  hod  elapsed 
since  die  ratification  of  the  treaty  between  his  sove- 
reign and  the  United-Staes,  did  not  think  himself 
authorised  to  allow  any  Iciger  the  citizens  of  the 
latter  a  jdace  of  deposit  i:i  die  city  of  New-Orleans; 
and  he  issued  an  order  accordingly.  A  measure 
which  excited  gr?at  commotion  in  the  provinces  and 
the  Ufiited-Siates,  particularly  in  ivemucky  and 
Tennessi^e, 

(javoso  and  Wilkinson,  on  the  first  of  March,  en- 
tered into  a  provisional  convention  for  die  mutual 
surrender  of  deserters  from  the  armies  of  Spain  and 
the  United -States,  seeking  an  asylum  within  the  lim- 
its of  their  respective  adjaeetit  territories. 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  month,  the  running  of  the 
line  of  demarcation  was  completed,  except  a  small 
portion  of  it  on  the  borders  of  East-Florida»  which 
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w;i-  doforred  on  account  of  die  hostile  appearance  of 
tih  hi<iiaiis. 

On  the  s<'vrntrrnili  of  July,  Morales  ipMied  a  set 
of  rr|riil;itions  in  rcgnrd  to  the  grnni  of  land,  hoitoin- 
c(i  on  (he  provisions  of  die  late  bcliedule,  us  fol* 
lows: 

1.  To  enrh  newly  arrived  fiimily,  a  chaqne  famiU 
le  vonrcltr^  who  an'  |!0^sessi.'<l  of  the  necessary  (|ua- 
lifieaiions  to  he  tuhniiied  among  die  nnniher  of  cul- 
tivators of  these  provinces,  and  who  have  ohtained 
xhv  fxrniission  of  the  governnn  lit  to  estahlish  them- 
selves on  a  place  w  liieh  iliey  havi-  chosen,  tiiere  shall 
hv  grnntid,  for  otfcc^  if  it  is  on  the  hank  of  the 
]Vlississtp|-i,  loin,  six,  or  eight  ar|n  nis  in  hoiit  on  the 
river,  l»y  the  ordinary  depth  of  forty  arpeiits;  and  if 
it  is  at  any  other  pla(<',  the  cjuantiiy  v>hicli  they  shall 
he  jiidged  ca}>al>h' to  mhivnie,  and  which  shall  he 
de<  iiud  necc  ssary  for  paMiire  lor  dieir  heasts,  in  pro- 
poi'iion  and  aecoiding  lo  die  nnniher  of  which  the 
family  is«<)mpos<d;  niidcrstanding  that  the  conces- 
sion is  never  to  exceed  eight  hundred  arpents  in  sii- 
prrfices. 

ti/fo  ohtain  the  said  concefcsions,  ifthev  are  asked 
for  in  this  ci»v,  the  pennisrsion  whirh  has  heen  oh- 
tained to  rstahlisii  themselves  in  the  plac<'  from  the 
governor,  ought  to  aceoiiipuiy  the  pt;tition;  and  if, 
in  any  of  dn^  posts,  the  commandant  at  the  same 
time  will  state  that  the  lattds  asked  lor  are  vacant, 
Qf\(\  helong  to  tin  d(»inaiii,  and  that  the  pt  tiiicner  has 
olii'iiH'd  permission  of  tln^  government  to  estai>lish 
hmist'lf;  and  refirring  to  the  dale  of  die  letter  or  ad- 
vice tiiry  have  rectMV*  d. 

3,  Those;  who  oUiaiii  concessions  on  the  hank  of 
the  rivtT,  ought  lo  make,  in  the  first  ye;»r  of  their 
poiSisessioii,  levees  suihcietit  lo  preveni  ilie  inundalion 
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of  the  waters,  and  canals  sufficient  to  drain  off  the 
water  wlien  the  river  is  Iiigh ;  they  shall  he  held,  in 
addition,  to  make,  and  keep  in  goisd  order,  a  puhlic 
highway,  which  ought  to  beat  least  thirty  feet  wide, 
and  have  bridges  of  fitit  en  feet  over  the  canals  or 
ditches  which  the  road  crosses;  which  regulations 
ought  to  be  observed,  according  to  the  usages  of  the 
respective  districts,  by  all  persons  to  whom  lands 
are  granted,  in  whatever  part  they  are  obtained. 

4.  The  new  settlers  who  have  obtained  lands  shall 
be  equally  obliged  to  clear  and  put  in  cultivation,  in 
die  precise  time  of  three  years,  all  the  front  of  their 
concessions,  for  the  depth  of  at  least  two  arpents,  un- 
der the  penidty  of  having  the  lands  granted  reunited 
to  the  domain,  if  this  condition  is  not  complied  with. 
The  commandants  end  syndics  will  watch  that  what 
is  enjoined  in  this  and  the  preceding  article,  be 
strictly  observed ;  and  occasionally  inform  the  inten- 
dant  of  what  they  have  remarked,  well  understand- 
ing that  in  case  of  default  they  will  be  responsible  tm 
his  majesty. 

5.  If  a  tract  of  lond,  belonging  to  minors,  remain 
without  being  cleared,  or  as  much  of  it  as  the  regu- 
lations require;  and  that  the  bank,  the  road,  the 
ditches,  and  the  bridges,  arc  not  made,  the  com- 
mandant or  syndic  of  the  district  will  certify  from 
whom  the  fault  has  arisen;  if  it  is  in  the  guardian, 
he  will  urge  him  to  put  i:  order;  and,  if  he  fails,  he 
shall  give  an  a«^count  of  it;  but,  if  the  fault  arises 
from  want  of  means  of  the  minor  to  dc^fray  the  ex- 
pense, the  commandant  or  syndic  shall  address  a 
statement  of  it  to  the  intendancy,  to  the  end  that  sale 
of  it  may  be  ordered  for  the  benefit  of  the  minor,  to 
whom  alone  this  privilege  is  allowed;  if,  in  the  space 
of  six  months,  any  purchaser  presents  himself;  if 
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not,  it  shall  be  granted  gratis  to  any  person  asking 
it,  or  sold  for  the  bpiiefit  of  the  treasury. 

6.  During  the  said  term  of  tliree  years,  no  person 
shall  sell  or  dispose  of  the  land  which  has  been  gran- 
ted to  him,  nor  shall  he  ever  after  the  term,  if  he  has 
failed  to  comply  with  the  conditions  contained  in  the 
preceding  article;  and  to  avoid  abuses  and  surprise 
in  this  respect,  we  declare  that  all  sales  made  with- 
out the  consent  of  theintendancy,  in  writinfr,sh.ill  he 
null  and  of  no  effect;  which  consent  shnii  not  be 
granted  until  they  have  examined,  u  ih  scrupulous 
attention,  if  the  conditions  have  or  iiave  not  been 
fulfilled. 

7.  To  avoid,  for  the  future,  the  litigations  and  con- 
fusion of  which  we  have  examples  every  day,  we 
have  also  judged  it  very  necessary  that  the  notaries 
of  this  city,  and  the  commandants  of  posts,  shall  not 
take  any  acknowledgment  of  conveyances  of  land 
obtained  by  concession;  unless  the  seller  (grantor) 
presents  and  delivers  to  the  buyer  the  tide  which  he 
lias  obtained,  <ind  in  addition,  being  careful  to  insert 
in  the  deed  die  metes  and  bounds,  and  other  descrip- 
tions, which  result  from  die  title,  and  die  proves 
verbal  of  the  survey  which  ought  to  accompany  it. 

8.  In  case  that  die  small  depth  which  the  points, 
upon  which  die  land  on  the  river  is  generally  formed, 
prevent  the  granting  of  forty  arpents,  according  to 
usage,  there  shall  be  given  a  greaser  quantity  in  front 
to  compensate  it;  or,  if  no  odier  "person  asks  the 
concession,  or  to  purchase  it,  it  shall  be  divided 
equally  between  th(»  porsons  nearest  to  it,  who  may 
repair  die  banks,  roads,  and  bridges,  in  die  manner 
before  prescribtul. 

9.  Aldiongb  the  king  renounces  the  possession  of 
die  lands  sold,  distributed,  or  conceded,  iu  hiRiiunie. 
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those  to  whom  they  are  graiiiefl  or  sold  ought  to  be 
a|>|>riz('cl  that  his  rtinjpsiy  reserves  the  right  of  taking 
fro.n  the  forests  known  here  tinder  the  name  of  cy- 
press woods,  all  thi"  wood  which  may  he  necessary 
for  his  use,  and  more  especially  which  he  may  want 
for  liie  navy,  in  the  same  manner  and  with  the  same 
liberty  diat  the  unilertakers  have  enjoyed  to  this 
time;  but  this,  notwithstanding,  they  are  not  to  sup- 
pose themselves  authorised  to  take  more  than  is  ne- 
cessary, nor  to  make  use  of  or  split  those  which  are 
cut  down  and  found  unsuitable. 

10.  In  the  posts  of  Opelonsasand  Attaka])as,  the 
greatest  (piantity  of  lan<I  that  can  be  conceded,  shall 
be  on<;  league  front  by  the  same  (|uantity  in  depth; 
and  whcMi  forty  arpents  c.uinot  be  obtained  in  de|>ih, 
a  half  league  may  be  granted :  and,  for  a  general  rul.?, 
it  is  established,  that,  to  obtain,  in  said  posts,  a  half 
league  in  front  by  the  same  quantity  in  depth,  the 
petitioner  must  be  owner  of  one  hundred  head  of 
cattle,  so  ne  horses  and  sheep,  and  two  slaves,  and 
also  m  pro.tortion  for  a  larger  tract,  without  the  pow- 
er, however,  of  exceeding  the  <|uuntity  before  men- 
tioned. 

11.  As  much  as  it  is  possible,  and  the  local  situa- 
tion will  permit,  no  interval  shall  be  left  between 
concessions ;  because  it  is  very  advantageous  that  the 
establishments  touch,  aw  much  for  the  inhabitants, 
who  can  leml  each  oth  jr  mutual  support,  as  for  the 
more  easy  administration  of  justice,  and  the  obser- 
vance of  rules  of  police,  indispensable  in  all  places, 
but  more  esfiecially  in  new  establishments. 

1*2.  If,  notwithstanding  what  is  before  written, 
marshy  lands,  :)r  other  causes,  shall  make  it  necessa- 
ry to  leave  some  vacant  lands,  the  commandants  ai»d 
Byiidics  will  take  care  that  die  inhabitants  of  thedis- 
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trict  alone  may  take  wood  enough  for  their  use  ordy, 
w«'ll  u:iiK;rstaniJi.ig  di(3y  shall  not  lako  .noro;  or,  if 
Biiv  iMiiividual  ol'a:iy  othtir  post,  shall  utioinpt  to  get 
vvooi!,  or  cut  iire-wooii,  williotii  having  oI>iaiiu;d  the 
prr  tiission  of  this  ini«;iiw4an('y,  besides  the  indeainuy 
winitii  he  sh>ill  he  held  lo  pay  the  treaMn*y  li>r  liie 
di'.niige  sustained,  he  snail  lie  coniiennied,  tor  the 
first  iiinr,  Ui  the  payaieMlof  a  fine  of  tweniy-hvt;  dul- 
hir:'*,  twice  that  sum  H>r  the  second  oHi.'nce;  and,  lor 
the  ihu'tl  offence,  shall  tie  j)Ui  m  priso  i,  ac(;'jrdiiig  .>s 
llu":  olfciict!  in.i}  be  nore  or  less  aggravated  ;  ihesajJ 
fi.u's  shall  bi^  dividfd  between  die  irea>urv,  the 
juilge,  and  Un?  informer. 

i'.i.  The  new  setder,  to  whom  land  has  been  gran- 
ted in  on<'  sv'iilenieni, cannot  ohiani  another  conces- 
sion witiiout  having  previously  proven  thai  hi;  h<id 
possessed  th«'  first  during  linee  yours,  mid  I'ulfiiled 
all  the  conditions  prescrioid. 

I  *,  l'i»<'  clianges  occtasioned  by  die  current  of  the 
river,  are  often  tiie  cansijof  one  pan  of  a  ronctjssion 
he<o:ning  useless,  so  that  we  have  exi  iiples  of  j)ro- 
prietors  pretending  to  abandon  an<i  re-unite  to  the 
do'iiain  a  part  of  the  inosi  expensive,  for  kieping  up 
die  bulks,  the  roads,  the  ditches,  (Slc.  and  willing  to 
reserve  only  tliat  winch  is  good ;  ami  seeing  tiiat, 
unUiss  soniti  remedy  is  prov'id..«l  tor  this  aiaisr,  the 
grv>  itesl  miscliK^f  must  result  lo  the  neighbours,  we 
d«'cian?  that  the  tn-asury  wdl  not  admit  of  an  u.-aa- 
domn'Mit  or  re-iinioii  to  the  doaiain  of  any  pariofiiic 
laid  the  owner  Wish»'s  to  get  rid  of,  u«iless  liie  ai)an- 
doa.njdt  CO  npi'iih  ads  the  wnole  it  ims  included  in 
lb  eoacssio  I  or  act  in  vtk  Jioof  winch  he  owns  tho 
land  he  wislx'S  lo  abandon. 

15.    \ll  eoiKVNsioas  all  dl  he  given  in  d»c  name  of 
ihetiing,  by  Uiu  general  imenduni  of  UiiB  province, 
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who  shall  order  the  surveyor-general,  or  one  particu- 
larly named  hy  hnn,  to  make  the  survey  and  mark 
iho  land,  by  fixing  boimds,  not  only  in  front,  hut  also 
in  the  rear;  this  (survey)  ought  to  he  done  in  the 
presence  of  the  commandant  or  syndic  of  the  district 
an<l  of  two  of  the  neighbours;  and  these  four  shall 
sign  the  proces  verbal  whii'h  siiall  he  drawn  up  by 
the  surveyor. 

10.  The  said  proces  verbal,,  wiUi  a  certified  copy 
of  the  same,  shall  Ik;  sent  by  the  surveyor  io  the  in- 
tendant,  to  die  end  that,  on  the  orif^lnal,  there  be  de- 
livered, by  the  consent  of  the  king^s  attorney,  tlie 
necessary  title  paper;  to  this  will  be  annext^d  the  cer- 
tified copy  forwarded  by  the  surveyor.  The  original 
shall  be  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury,  and  care  shall  be  taken  to  make  annu- 
ally a  book  of  all  which  have  been  sent,  with  an  al- 
phabetical list,  to  be  the  more  useful  when  it  is  neces- 
sary to  have  recourse  to  it,  and  for  greater  security, 
to  the  end  that,  at  all  timers,  and  against  all  accidents, 
the  documents  which  shall  be  wanted,  can  be  found. 
The  surveyor  shall  also  have  another  book,  number- 
ed, in  which  the  proces  verbal  of  the  survey  he 
makes  shall  be  recorded;  and,  as  well  on  the  origi- 
nal, which  ought  to  be  deposited  on  record,  as  on  the 
copy  intended  to  be  annexed  to  the  title,  he  shall  note 
the  folio  of  U»e  book  in  which  he  has  enregistered 
the  figurative  plat  of  survey. 

17.  In  die  office  of  die  finances  there  shall  also  be 
a  book,  numbered,  where  the  tides  of  concessions 
shall  be  recorded ;  in  which,  beside  the  ordinary 
clauses,  mention  shall  be  made  of  the  folio  of  die 
book  in  whi'ih  they  are  transcribed.  There  must 
also  be  a  note  taken  in  the  contadoria  (or  chamber 
of  accounts)  of  the  army  and  finances,  and  that  un- 
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der  the  penalty  of  being  void.  1  he  chamber  of  ac- 
counts shall  also  have  a  like  book;  and,  at  the  time 
of  taking  the  note,  shall  cite  the  folio  of  the  book 
where  it  is  recorded. 

18.  Experience  proves  thflta  great  number  of  those 
who  have  asked  for  In  ml  thiv.'k  ihrmselves  'he  legal 
owners  of  it;  those  who  have  obtained  the  first  de- 
cree, by  which  the  surve^orisord»  red  to  measure  it, 
and  to  put  them  in  possession ;  others,  after  the  sur- 
vey has  been  made,  have  neglected  to  ask  the  tide  for 
the  property;  and,  as  like  abuses,  continuing  lor  a 
longer  timr,  w  ill  angnient  the  confusion  and  disorder 
which  will  necessarily  result,  w*-  declere  that  no  one 
of  those  vvlio  have  obtained  th<  said  decrees,  not- 
withsti.nding,  in  virtue  of  them,  the  survey  has  taken 
pli)C(,and  that  they  have  been  put  in  possession,  en  ii 
be  regarded  as  owners  of  land  until  their  real  titles 
are  delivered,  conjplctt;d  with  all  the  formalities  be- 
fore recited. 

19.  All  those  who  possess  lands  in  virtue  of  formal 
titles  given  by  their  cxc(  llencies  the  governors  of 
this  province,  since  the  epoch  when  it  came  under 
ih»'  power  of  the  Spanish ;  and  those  who  possessed 
them  in  the  time  when  it  belonged  to  France,  so  far 
from  being  interrupted,  shall,  on  the  contrary,  be 
prot<  cted  and  maintained  in  Uieir  possessions. 

!20.  Those  who,  without  the  title  or  possession 
mentior '  (1  in  the  preceding  article,  are  found  occu- 
pying lands,  shall  be  <lriven  tlun  from, as  from  pro- 
perty belonging  to  the  crown;  but,  if  they  have 
occupied  the  same  tnore  than  ten  years,  a  compro- 
mise wdl  headdiiued  to  those  who  are  considered  as 
owtiers,  that  is  to  say,  they  shall  not  be  deprived  of 
their  lands.  Always  that,  after  information,  and 
summary  procedure,  and  with  tlie  intervention  of  the 


^ 


is 


I  J 

.Ljl 
i  i 


Sf 


K  !S !' 


I 


•1 


I 


I 


16G 


ClIAPTKR 


[1799 


procureur  of  tbo,  kiivT,  at  thn  boar'l  of  tho  tron^!llry, 
thoysliall  hfto  »li<r"d  lo  pay  a  just  an.i  ri  )vlt;rilr  r.?- 
tribuiioiu  c.il(3iil  iicl  accor.lttiij  co  tli'!  rxuMii  of  die 
laii'ls,  tli(;ir  siiu.itioti,  aii'!  oiIht  circuj^MiKr*"^,  ii»l 
tlu'  price  of  ostiinaiioii  for  oiic.o  paid  iiiio  (In-  iw.  \\ 
treasury.  Tho  titles  to  firop^'riy  will  l«^  tU'livcr*''!, 
on  r<'fet-riti<];  to  that  wliiidi  lias  n^siilicd  from  tiio 
proceed  inj!;s. 

"ii.  Tlio^c  who  are  found  in  a  situation  oxpross:*d 
in  die  18th  article,  if  di"v  h  »ve  not  clean'd  nor  dotio 
any  work  npi)n  the  liind  ihey  coM^^fder  diemsi'lvt^s 
proprietors  of,  by  virln**  of  dn- first  decn^ioffhe  go- 
vernment, not  bein<if  of  the  nuiniu  r  of  those  wlioh.ivc 
been  admitted  in  th«^  class  of  n«'w  cotnrrs,  in  being 
deprived  or  admitted  to  coin!)roinisc,  in  liie  m  nimr 
cxpiaintul  in  the  pr(^cedini;:irlicle:  ifdii\v  are  of  tint 
class,  Uioy  shall  oliserve  what  is  ordered  in  the  arti- 
cle following. 

22.  In  the  precise  and  peremptory  term  of  six 
months,  counting  from  dn^  day  when  this  regulation 
shall  be  piddished  in  each  post,  all  Uiose  wiio  occupy 
lands  without  tides  fro.n  the  governor,  and  diose 
who,  in  liivingobtiiii«>d  a  (pertain  nu  nhor  ofarpents, 
have  seized  a  greater  quantitv,  ought  to  make  it 
known,  either  to  have  their  titles  m  i<lo  out,  if  there 
are  any,  or  to  be  admitted  to  a  conpi-omise,  or  to 
declare  Ci  it  the  said  lands  belong  to  die  domain,  if 
they  have  not  been  occupicul  more  than  ten  years; 
understanding,  if  it  passes  the  said  term,  if  they  are 
insructed  by  other  ways,  they  will  not  obtain  either 
tide  or  compromise. 

23.  Those  who  give  information  of  lands  occupied, 
after  the  expiration  of  the  term  fixed  in  the  preceding 
article,  shall  have  for  ilu'ir  reward  the  one  fourth 
part  of  the  price  for  whicii  they  aru  sold,  or  obtained 
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by  way  of  com  prom  iso;  jind,  IfdopiraMr,  hcsliall 
h;.\(  thf  |;r«trrrii(('.  riih«  r  l>y  compromise,  at  the 
pi'M'i ofiiitpniiKi  ni<  III,  and  there  shall  be  made  a  dc- 
duetioii  of  one  foiirih.as  iiitormer. 


•il  As  ii  is  ill  possil  le,  coiisiiU  ring  all  the  local 
cireiimstiiiiecK,  ihiu  ail  ihe  viienil  laiicls  l;(  longing  to 
the  domain  shooid  he  sold  by  aiielion,  asit  is  ordained 
by  ihr  law  Ifxh,  titl<  I'iihJ.ook  Idi,  of  the  (ollettion 
of  the  laws  of  these  kii!«>;doins,  the  sale  shall  he  made 
oreordingas  it  shall  led<  mandi  d,  with  the  interven- 
tion of  die  kingV  aitonii'y  lor  the  Itoard  of  finances, 
for  till  price  they  shall  he  lax<'d,to  ihost  who  wish  to 
piin'has«>;  undersiandiiiji,  if  the  pnr<haserf  .ave  not 
ready  money  to  pay,  it  shall  he  lawlul  lor  dirm  to 
purei)ase  die  said  lands  at  r<deemahle  quit-rent, dur- 
ing which  tn»;y  shall  pay  the  five  per  cent,  yearly. 

!2;*.  Besides  the  mod(>rat(>  priei'  winch  the  land 
ought  to  he  taxed,  the  purchasers  shall  he  held  to  pay 
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half 
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j}iliA' tiH'flia  amiata 
renntted  to  Spain,  which, according  to  the  custom  of 
Havana,  founded  on  law,  is  reduced  to  two  and  a  half 
per  cent,  on  the  price  of  estimation,  and  made  18 
per  e4>nt.  on  the  smn,  by  the  said  two  and  a  half  per 
cent.;  diey  shall  also  he  obliged  to  pay  down  the  fees 
of  the  surveyor  and  notary. 

*i(».  The  sales  of  land  slrall  b<i  made  subject  to  the 
same  condition,  and  charges  of  banks,  roads,  ditches 
and  bridges,  contained  in  the  preceding  article.  But 
the  purchasers  are  not  subjt^et  to  lose  their  lands,  if, 
in  the  Uiree  first  years,  they  do  not  fulfil  the  said  con- 
ditions. Commandants  and  syndics  shall  oblige  them 
to  put  themselves  within  the  rule,  begin  to  perform 
the  conditions  in  a  reasonable  term,  and,  if  they  do 
not  do  it,  the  said  work  bhull  be  done  at  the  cost  of 
the  purchutiers. 
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27.  Care  shall  bo  taken  to  observe  in  the  said  sales, 
that  which  is  recornniendi^d  in  die  1 1  tli  articl«>,  seeing 
die  advantaf^es  and  uiiliiy  which  result  from  consoli- 
dating the  esiahlishincnts  always  when  it  is  practica- 
ble. 

28.  The  tides  to  the  property  of  lands  nhich  are 
sold,  or  granted  by  way  of  compromise',  shall  be  is- 
sued by  the  general  intendant,  who,  after  th(5  price  of 
estimation  is  fixul,  and  of  the  medid  ntmnfn  (half 
year's)  rent,  or  quit-rent,  the  said  price  of  tistimation 
shall  have  been  paid  into  die  treasury,  shall  put  it  in 
writing  according  to  the  result  of  the  proceeding 
which  has  taken  place,  wiUi  the  intervention  of  the 
king's  attorney. 

2i).  The  said  procedure  shall  be  deposited  in  the 
office  of  the  finance,  and  the  title  be  transcribed  in 
another  book,  intended  for  the  recording  of  deeds 
and  grants  of  land,  ih  the  same  manner  as  is  order- 
ed by  the  1 7th  article,  concerning  grutuitoiis  conces- 
sions. The  principal  chamber  of  accounts  shall  also 
have  a  separate  book,  to  take  a  note  of  the  titles  is- 
sued for  sales  and  grants  under  compromise. 

30.  The  fees  of  the  surveyor,  in  every  case  com- 
prehended in  the  present  regulation,  shall  be  propor- 
tionate to  the  labour  and  that  which  it  has  been 
customary  until  this  time  to  pay.  Those  of  the  se- 
cretary of  finances,  unless  there  has  been  extraordi- 
nary labour,  and  where  the  new  setUers  are  not  poor 
[for  in  this  case  he  is  not  to  exact  any  thing  of  thcnrv) 
shall  be  five  dollars;  and  Uiis  shall  include  the  re- 
cording and  other  formalities  prescribed,  and  those 
of  the  appraisers,  and  of  the  interpreter,  if,  on  any 
occasion,  there  is  reason  to  employ  him  to  translate 
papers,  take  declarations  or  other  acts,  shall  be  regu- 
lated by  the  provincial  tarif 
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31.  Indinns  vvlio  possess  luiid^  within  the  limils  of 
the  woveniinciK.sli  i!t  moiJIi  any  manner,  lieilisUnb- 
ed;  on  ilie  eoufru'v,  fhey  kIiuII  he  protecttd  and 
supported;  and  •>  ins,  the  «;o'nMianilants,  syndies, 
and  surveyors,  ou^ht  to  pay  the  i^nNilest  attention, 
to  conduct  lheins<'lves  in  eonseipu^nce. 

IW.  The  j]jraniih«jr  orsellinjj;  of  any  lands  sliall  not 
be  proceeded  in  without  formal  ildonnation  having 
been  previously  received  that  they  are  vacant;  and, 
to  avoid  injurious  mistakes,  we  premise  Uiat,  beside 
the  signature  of  the  commandant  or  syndic  of  the 
district,  this  information  ought  to  he  joined  by  that 
of  the  surveyor,  and  of  two  of  the  neighbours,  w<!ll 
understanding.  If,  notwidistanding  this  necessary 
precaution,  it  shall  be  found  that  the  land  has  ano- 
ther owner  besides  the  claimant,  and  that  there  is 
suincient  rcatson  to  restore  it  to  bim,  the  comman- 
dant or  syndic, the  survt^yor, and  die  n(!ighl)Ours  who 
have  signed  die  information,  shall  indemnify  him  tor 
the  losses  he  has  sufl'ercMl. 

33.  As  far  as  it  may  he  practicable,  die  inhabitants 
musi  endeavor  that  iJie  petitions  pres«iiit*d  hv  diem, 
to  ask  for  lands,  be  written  in  ilie  Spanish  language; 
on  which  ought,  also,  to  be  written  the  advice  or  in- 
formation which  the  connnandanls  are  to  give.  In 
the  posts  when^  this  is  not  practicable,  the  ancient 
usage  shall  be  f  >llowed. 

31  All  the  lots  or  seats  belonging  to  the  domain, 
which  are  fouml  vacant,  either  in  diis  city,  or  bo- 
roughs, or  villag<'s,  already  established,  or  which 
may  be  estai)l;sh<  d,  sh^ll  be  sohl  for  ready  money, 
with  all  the  formalities  prescribed  in  article  the 
twenty-fourth,  and  oUiers,  which  concern  the  v<jale 
of  lands. 
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tlivi.lcd,  ns  will  iliosr  in  from,  us  low  irds  iIk-  N. 
K.  jiiul  S.  VV.  cxininiin^s,  ,\.  K  iuu\  S,  VV.  sh.ill, 
wiihin  thrrc  rnoulhs,  pi  nl  lo  tin-  iiilciulanr-y  ihc 
(itirs  which  ihcy  have  ohuiiiicd  ;  lo  ihc  rml  ilisil,  in 
cxiimiiiinj;  the  Hamc,  if  any  csscniial  ihinjx  in  lonnd 
warning,  it  may  he  snj»phcil,  sind  they  assured  of  ihtiir 
p/o|  eriv  in  a  Ic^hI  way. 

!!(».  hi(  satn<'  thinjj;  must  h«  done  hofi>ro  (liesni)- 
dele«];ates  of  ;Mohih>  aiul  INMisacola,  for  tho>e  who 
have  ohlaincd  «];rants  for  lots  in  these  respective;  cs- 
tahhshmciils;  to  die<Mid  that  this  intendancy,  Ix^iiig 
instruciO(I  thereon,  may  order  what  it  sliall  Judge 
iTKJsi  conveni<!iii  u*  itnh  innify  the  royal  treasury, 
without  doing  wron;,'  lo  !h«'  own«'ri 

:J7.  In  the  olHce  of  the  comptroller,  contadoria  of 
the  army,  or  chamhers  of  accounts  of  this  province, 
and  other  hoards  under  the  jurisdiction  of  this  inten- 
dancy,  an  account  shall  he  kept  of  the  amount  of 
sales  or  gratils  of  lands,  to  instruct  his  majesty  every 
year  what  this  hranch  of  the  royal  revenut!  produces, 
ac(;ording  as  it  is  ordere<l  in  the  thirteenth  article 
of  the  ordinance  of  the  I'ing,  of  the  15ih  of  Octoher. 
1751. 

38.  The  commandants,  or  syndics,  in  their  rc- 
spcctivt;  districts,  are  chargul  with  ilu^  collection  of 
the  amount  of  the  taxes  or  rents  laid  on  lands;  for 
this  purpose  the  papers  and  necessary  documents 
are  to  he  sent  to  them;  and  th<'y  on^l:t  lo  forward 
annually,  to  the  general  treasury,  ih<;  sums  they 
have  collected,  tr  the  end  that  acquittances,  clothiMl 
with  the  usual  forinulities  of  law,  may  he  delivered 
to  them. 

Gayoso  now  received  and  executed  a  commission 
of  judge  of  residence  of  his  predecessor.     One  act 
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of  ihc  ijaroiTs  athiiiiiisiratioh  was  dcrnud  repn- 
liiii^ii'it'.  lit  had  Ik  in  <iiKl<d,  i>y  an  cxtiss  of 
ZimI  l«>r  whal  he  coiimvc(l  to  Im  die  |  nlhc  ^o«id, 
to  U'ki  iip()ii  hiiiiM  II  ih<  K'spoDsihihiy  ol  <  (tiidt  him- 
in;:  to  diaih  a  sla\4,  who  hi. d  kdhd  hik«  oviiM  t  r. 
'J'Im'  r..<  t  wj:s  provn  ,  Imt  \  ;(i;j|,  ihc  assessor  ol;^<»v- 
cnitiM  itt,  eoiici  lu-d  that  the  (;ireutiist<iiK".  s,  wliK^ii 
aitehiit  ii  it,  (ltd  iioi  hritit;  ihe  ease  iiiiiU  r  ati)  l;iw  au- 
thorising a  seiii«  Iter  ot  tit  ath,aiui  had  rceoiiiiiieiided 
a  n;il(i<  rone.  Aiihe  soheiiation  of  a  oiiiM.er  ofrc- 
SjKctai  It  jilantcrs,  and  of  the  owimt  of  the  8la\e, 
Miirigny  de  Maiid<  niIIc,  a  km.  hi  oi  Si.  Loais  and 
roioiK  1  of  liie  iiiiliiia,  >0io  r<-pr*senied  to  the  iJaion 
thai  an  examjih  was  al)soiiii<  1}  la  e,ess.'r\,  *  >  ((Mijly 
so  >ooii  afier  lla  lati'  insuin*  lion,  he  •  isre^ai'iM  tl  die 
opinion  olhis  lt'«:  il  a(l\is<r  .itid  onierid  llu'  i  \«  ciiiion 
ot  the  !*!a\« .  It  was  ihoiiHJu  liu  |it(>  ofa  Innnaii  it  nig, 
aiiiionuh  a  slave,  on^j^hi  nt>i  to  dt  pend  on  llu  t)|  imoii 
ot  a  luan,  in  yny  cise  where  iissatriiiee  was  not  ex- 
pres>ly  ord(i\d  l(y  h»w.  A  fmeot  livehuijdred  dol- 
lars was  paid  hy  ih<  llaroii. 

Don  l<'r<ineiset»  de  Jioahgny,  who  hadsrieeetdcd 
Piernas  in  the  et>niiiiand  tjf  (he  regiiutitt  tjf  l.ttuisia- 
na,  died  and  was  sue(;eeded  hy  t  olonel  l.(>wnrt.. 

']Mie  Mar'juis  de  Soinernelot,  sueetteed  Uic 
Cuuul  de  Santa  Clara,  as  ea|.iajn-j;t  lu  ral  oi  the 
island  of  (.'ul^a,  ami  llie  piovi  et  s  oi  J  ouistana 
and  l^/asi  and  West  Florida,  ilie  Manpns  retain- 
ed   ih  s  tjliiee  until  die   et  ssioii. 

'The  increase  OI  die  ct)iiimerc«'  of  die  I'nited-Stafes 
wiih  i\ew-(>r!eans,  iiaiuet d  llie  aj)poiiilnient  ol  a 
courad  there,  and  the  President  coniniiiSbioiieu  Evan 
Jont^s  as  sue  h. 

Tne  post  of  JVew-Madrid  was  liiis  year  annexed 
to  Upper-Louisiana. 
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Gayoso  died  on  tltc  18th  July,  in  his  forty-eighth 
year.  Don  Maria  \'idal,  the  Ueutenant-governor, 
now  acted  as  civil  governor  of  the  two  provinces, 
and  the  captain-general,  on  hearing  of  Gnyoso's 
death,  sent  over  the  Marquis  de  Casa-Calvo,  to  act 
as  military  governor. 

Don  Ramon  de  Lopez  y  Angullo,  a  knight  pen- 
sioner of  the  royal  and  distinguished  order  of  Charles 
III.  who  had  been  appointed  intendant  of  the  provin- 
ces of  Louisiana  and  West-Florida,  arrived  at  New- 
Orleans  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year. 

A  report  made  by  Don  Carlos  DehaultDelassus, 
commandant  general  of  Upper-Louisiana,  presents 
the  following  result  on  the  last  day  of  this  year. 

CENsrs. 
St.  Louis,  925 

Carondelet,  184 

St.  Charles,  875 

St.  Fernando,  *i76 

Marais  des  Liards,  376 

Maramec,  115 

St.  Andrew,  393 

St.  Genevieve,  949 

New-Bourbon,  560 

Cape  Girardeau,  521 

New-Madrid,  782 

Little  Meadows,  49 


-1 


6028 
The  white  population  was  4948  souls ;  the  free 

coloured  197;  that  of  slaves,  883. 

During  this  year  there  were  34  marriages,  191 

births,  and  52  deaths. 

There    were  in  the  different  settlements,  7980 

head  of  horned  cattle,  and  X763  horses. 
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The  crops  nmouutrd  to  88,^40  minots  of  whrat, 
84,fv^  oi  Iruli.nii  coni.  rrci  *>.r*7n  ?.of  tohpcco. 

Tlw   «  xttoris  to  I^ »  v-OiU  fiiis,  cotibisttd  ot: 

1754  b  i(!hsotcf<^(r^kiris,  nt40,  ^70,160 

8       do.         he  {lr^k'^s,  at  ?<2,  256 

18       do.         hiftio  roles,  al30,  5 10 

3(V  qoirtals  of  kf.d,  ni  6,  SK^O 

20       do.        flour,  at  3,  00 


7:t,l7(> 
1310  quintals  of  Irad  wore  pxportod  to  th(  United 

Stntes,  by  the  Ohio,  Cumberland,  and   Tennessee 

rivers. 

One  tliousand  bushels  of  salt  were  made  yearly 

The  United-States  h.nd  been  induced,  by  'he  con- 
duet  of  Fro  nee  and  ^pain,  to  nj;*ke  warlike  prepa- 
rations ;  both  of  those  powers  having  committed 
spoliations  on  iheir  trade,  and  the  latter  (in  vioKntion 
of  her  treaty,  as  the  United-^'tJites  considered  it) 
having  censed  to  allow  their  eitizc^ns  a  place  of  de- 
posit in  New-Orleans.  General  Washington  had 
accepted  the  chi(  t  coinn  and  of  the  armies  of  his 
country,  but  h:id  stir  ul-.ited  that  he  should  not  be 
called  on  »o  take  the  fi<  Id  until  his  j  resence  became 
absolutely  leeessary;  and  in  the  meanwhile  the  su- 
perintendaKM^  of  the  forces  had  been  con'mitied  to 
genenll^  Hamilton  and  Pinkiie}'.  The  agency  of  the 
fortner  had  heen  extended  to  all  the  western  army, 
exce*  t  that  part  which  might  he  within  the  states  of 
Kentucky  and  Tennessee;  and  it  was  deemed  that 
WiiUinsou's  presence  at  his  head-(juarterswas  indis- 
pensahle  to  a  full  and  satisfactory  discussion  of  mot- 
terw  relating  to  a  section  ofeoiintiy,  with  inj'Uy  of  the 
most  important  transactions  of  which  he  had   been, 
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in  soino  way  or  olli  r,  ronrcriirJ.  Ilo  firr(>nliii<ily 
4l<'s<-('iulr(l  llic  Ml.  >issip|)i,  siiul  lu<»k  .'•li(|  |iii.;j;  liu* 
Nrw-Vork. 

<M)V(M'iiinnil  liiid  (Iclcrmihcd  on  a  inotlo  urrciln'ss, 
of^v))i<>|)  liir  conci'ptioii  was  as  hold  as  iis  «  .\r«  inioii 
was  didictdt.  'IMiis  was  li<Mliiii<>  !<  ss  diaii  i\\v  ii(*i|iii- 
silioii  ot  !\('W-<>i'lraiis,  wlncii  a|t|M'and  ralndadd  to 
iiidnuiiily  dir  Ihiilcd-Sialfs  lor  dirir  losses,  and  ap- 
|M'as<'  dn'  Irars  ofdir  Wf'slrrn  (M'0|>ic.  'i'lir  snrrrss 
of  iIk»  onlcrprisr  drixndcd  ainiosi  cnnrciy  on  ilslx'- 
in^  ('ondii(-l<Mi  in  siu-li  a  way  ais  nol  to  awake  l\w. 
suspicions  of  Spain.  'I'ln»  <lil]i  n'tirts  w idi  l^'raiiro 
olK'H'd  a  cover  for  llie  n'al  dcsifrn.  Twelve  regi- 
ments were  tl»is  year  added  to  die  army,  lo  srrve 
dnrin<;  the  eontinnanee  ofthe  <lineren<es.  Thre**  of 
thes«'  rejj;imenls  were  ord<  red  (o  the  month  of  the 
Ohio,  and  (o  ke<'p  their  hoals  in  eonslanl  readiness. 
TIh^  assent  of  eofj«^r«'ss  was  to  he  ask(  <l  at  their  next 
meetinjj;. 

(Mineral  VV^ishin<5ton  ilied    on  llie    lonrleenlii  of 
Ooeemher. 
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The  ordinary  aleades  for  the  year  ISOO,  were 
Perez  and  I*oyl'arre. 

Application  iiavini::  heen  made  to  Don  llem'y 
Peyronx,  l\\v  eoimnandant  at  New-IMadrid,  lor  the 
pmnliase  of  several  V(M'y  lar<^e  tracts  of  land,  |)arti- 
cularly  o,i(^  t)fone  hundred  thousand  acrres,  he  <'on- 
sultcd  Lopez,  the  new  intendaiU,  wiio  refused  his 
assent,  heiiifj^id'  opinion  that  it  never  was  the  inten- 
tion of  die  king  to  dispos(^  of  die  vacitint  lands,  in 
tjiiJintilies  so  large.  llca<hnitled  the  new  rrgtdatioiis 
were  made  witli  a  view  to  die.v.'i/r  of  lands;  hiii  they 
were  to  he  disposed  of  in  compliances  witli  die  pre- 
vious formuiiiies,  and  a  reference  to  tiie  abilities  and 
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luMMN  oCihr  pnrlirs  desirous  or|niiT]iaHin<r;  IterniiHO 
il  would  not  Im'jiisI  dial,  ior  a  small  roiisidrr.iiion, 
oiu*  or  iiUMC  s|M'(ida(ors  should  <'iifi;ross  n  vasl  rx- 
(ciil  of  laud,  lo  till'  jU'«'judir(>  oloflirrs  who  <'aiii(>  to 
Krtllr,  who  wiHild  roiis('(|iiriitly  fnul  lliniisrlvcN  «iri- 
vrii  l(»  |Hin«lns<;  lliose  lari.l>;  wliirli  thry  iiiijrhl  have 
•rraiiiiioiisly,  oral  any  rale  at  a  low  |iri(M'. 

'I'lir  (ailiur<;  of  die  (raiic  n'(|uirin^  all  additional 
iininlM'r  ol  haiuls,  ih<^  rtdoriial  <^ov«  rnnirnt,  in  the 
iH'^innili^  ol  l\ov<'iiih<>i%  at  lUv.  soliciiation  of  (he 
calfildo,  issiK'd  a  proclanialion,  suspniding,  until 
iIm'  plrasurt*  of  die  kiiiii;  should  Im<  known,  die  exist- 
in<^  |»roiiii)ilioii  oi'  die  iulroduetioii  of  Afriean  ne- 
groes. 

Ofi  di<^  seveiidi  of  iMay,  di<^  nortli-westerri  territo- 
ry of  die  Uiiii*  d-Slales  was  divic'id:  \\w  western 
part  of  il  was  eiN  ei(  (I  into  a  distinet  <jroverliineiit, 
under  a  l(>r!n  siinilirio  dial  <\siahlisii<d  hy  die  onli- 
naliee  ol'  I7h7.     It  was  ea!i«d  tin- Indiana  territory. 

'I1i<^  inarkv'd  deterininUion  of  {h<;  people  of  the 
Uiiite<l-Si;>(es  nol  lo  re-elecl  the  president,  ini'Ueed 
him  lo  ahaiidoii  the  plan  Ih;  had  liirmed  lor  the.  sei- 
zure of  ,\ew-Orli  ans. 

15v  th<'  third  article  of  a  treaty  eoiieluded  at  St. 
riil«  iJhimo  ou  til''  liist  (krOriolxToltiiisyear,  fM;tw<!en 
(he  (yjitholie  kiii-jj;  and  the  first  (tonsul  of  the  Fnuieh 
r<'pul»li<',  dn'  lormer  pro  nised  arul  en<j;aj»ed  on  his 
pan,  (oe«>de  (o  di<'  FnTieh  repuhlie,  six  months  atinr 
die  full  and  <';Mtire(!X<!eutioii  of  die  conditions  then  in 
Slipidaled,  ill  n^lation  lo  iIm;  duke  of  I'anrin,  the 
colouv  an<l  provin'"<'  of  liouisiaiia,  with  the  same 
extent  thai  it  then  lia<]  in  iht;  hands  of  Spain,  and 
diat  it  had  when  I'Va nee  possessed  it,  and  sueh  as  it 
should  Ik' alter  die  tr"M?iesstd>se<[uently  entered  into 
beiwe<Mi  Spain  and  other  powers. 
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Forstall  ami  Caisorgiics  were  the  ordinary  alcades 
for  tho  v<'ar  18(H  aiullSO;?. 

Don  r)oniii)i(|Ui'  noiiiigny  took  his  seat  in  the  ca- 
bihlo  us  a  perpetual  r('<»;iil<)r. 

Tlie  kill*;  haviii«»  (hsapproveil  of  the  suppression 
of  the  ri«jjhi  ')f  drposit  in  .Xew-Orleaiis,  allowed  to 
cili/cns  of  liie  United  Slates,  right  was  now  rc- 
stor4>d  to  them. 

The  suspension  of  the  prohihition  of  die  introduc- 
tion of  (suinra  ne<;r(>es,  nu't  with  tlu;  king's  ap- 
probation, and  he  drcreed  it  to  continue  until  he 
gave  order  to  the  contrary. 

On  ih(^  twenty-first  of  lAfarch,  the  cession  of  Lou- 
isiana to  Kran(te  wiis  enecte<i.  l]uona|)art(;  took 
innnediaie  measures  to  possess  himself  of  his  acipii- 
siiion.  An  immense  body  of  troops  was  destined  to 
this  service.  A  form  of  government  was  adopted 
for  the  province.  Victor  was  appointed  captain-ge- 
neral, Laussat  colonial  prefet,  and  Ayme  chief  jus- 
tice. 

By  a  royal  schedide  of  die  tenth  of  May,  the  king 
gave  his  assent  to  the  proposition  of  the  Baron  de 
C  irondelet,  that  three  hundred  toises  of  the  commons 
boliind  the  city  and  near  the  foriifications,  which  in 
their  then  situation  produced  nothing,  being  covered 
with  water  during  one  half  of  die  year,  should  be 
divided  into  lots  of  seventy  toises  in  front,  and  one 
hundred  and  forty  in  depth,  and  let  out  for  a  mode- 
rate rent  to  such  inhabilLnts  of  the  city  as  might 
wish  to  occupy  them  as  gardens,  and  the  money  thus 
raised  applied  to  the  lighting  of  the  city,  so  that  in 
the  course  of  a  few  years  die  whole  ground  could 
by  tillage  be  raised  above  the  level  of  the  water,  and 
the  occupier  of  these  lots  draining  them  by  trenches 
into  the  canal  Carondelet,  would  put  an  end  to  the 
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putrid  fevers  ocnasioncd  by  the  stagnation  of  water 
in  ponds  near  the  city,  which  was  the  cause  of  much 
mortality. 

Thomas  Jeffiirson  succeeded  John  Adams  in  the 
presidency  of  the  United-States,  on  tlie  fourth  of 
March. 

The  differences  that  had  prevailed  between  the 
United-States  and  the  French  repubUc,  were  termi- 
nated by  a  treaty  entered  into  at  Paris,  and  ratified 
on  the  first  day  of  June. 

Archives — Gazettes. 
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Don  Juan  M.  dv  Sidvcilo — Trfuties  with  ihv  Chic- 
Ji'asaws  and  ChocUiws — Don  Carlos  de  Jam — 
Roifal  schedule — The  land  ojfiee  shni — The  de- 
2}osU  disaHoiPed — The  state  of  Ohio — The  depo- 
ait  partialhf  restored — Form  of  government — 
Laiissatyhis  proclamation — Address  of  the  inha- 
hitants — The  Marquis  dv.  Casa  Cairo — Com- 
missioners^ procL  I  mation-.Cessiori  of  Louisiana 
to  the  United  States — Possession  deli n  red  to  the 
commissioner  of  France — His  proclamation— - 
Municipal  hodtj — Claiborne  and  Wilkinson  re- 
ceive possession  for  the  Fnited  States. 

Don  Juan  Manuel  dc  Salcedo,  a  brigadier-gc- 
ncnfl  of  tlie  royal  armies,  arrived  towards  tlie  (niddle 
of  June,  with  a  commission  of  governor  of  tlie  pro- 
vinces of  Louisiana  and  West-Florida,  and  the 
jVlanjuis  de  Casa-Calvo  sailed  for  Havana. 

Daniel  Clark,  a  citizen  of  die  Uniied-States,  re- 
siding in  New-Orleans,  was  appointed  consul  of 
these  states  in  said  city. 

Lopez  sailed  for  Spain,  and  the  duties  of  his  office 
were  provisionally  performed  by  Morales,  the  con- 
fador. 

The  Mississippi  territory  was  separated  from  the 
United  States,  by  lands  belonging  tolndians,  through 
Avhich  travelling  was  often  difficult;  a  remedy  was 
tjow  applied  to  this  evil. 
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On  the  twnnty-fonrtii  of  Orfohor,  a  tronty  was 
ConcludtMl  on  ihr  (Jhickjisaw  I5h«(ls,  lM'lu'<M'n  ihu 
Unil('(l-Stal(^s  and  tlie  C*liicka!sa\v  nation  of  Indians^ 
by  which  iho  lalt(!P  perniilic'd  th(^  former  to  lay  oiil, 
0|»(>n,  and  makt;  a  convcnirnt  wa<^(ron-road  through 
the  Indian  land,  Ix^twetii  lh(3  sttttlcMncntsot  JMn'o  dis- 
trict, in  the  slate  of  'IVnnrsscc,  and  dioso  ofMNatrhcz 
in  the  iVlississi|)|)i  territory ;  and  it  was  j)rovided  dial 
th(!  n(!ct'ssary  ferries  over  the  water  courses  crossed 
by  die  road,  should  bo  deemed  die  properly  of  the 
Indians. 

On  die  seventeenth  day  of  December,  anodior 
treatv  was  concluded  at  Fort-Adams,  on  die  Missis- 
si(>pi,  between  the  Ijnit(;d-States  and  die  Choclaw 
nation  of  Indians,  by  which  die  latter  gave  their 
consent  that  a  convenient  and  durable  waggon  road 
might  be  explored,  marked,  opeiud,  and  ma<le  thro' 
dieir  land,  to  commence  at  the  nordi-w(!Stern  extrend- 
ty  of  the  Mississippi  territory,  and  extend  to  the  land 
of  the  Chickasaws.  The  (ylioctavvs  agreed  that  iho 
old  boundary  line,  heretofore  established  by  tin;  ofli- 
ccrs  of  iImj  kilig  of  (»reat-Uritain  and  the  Choctaw 
nation,  which  runs  in  a  parallel  direction  with  the 
Mississippi  river  eastward,  should  be  retraced  and 
plainly  marked,  and  be  held  ever  after  as  the  bonn- 
dary  between  the  s(!ttlements  of  the  Mississippi 
territory  and  the  Choctaw  nation.  The  Choctaws 
relincpiished  to  the  United-States  all  t'.  rights  to 
the  land  b<'tween  diis  line  and  the  "iississippi, 
bounded  on  the  south  by  the  thirty-first  degree  of 
north  latitude,  and  on  the  north  by  the  river  Vazoo, 
where  die  line  shidl  strike  the  stream.  The  United- 
Slates  engaged  that  all  persons  who  might  settle  be- 
yond this  line,  should  be  removed  wMtliin  it,  on  the 
side  towards   the  Mississippi,    together  with  Uieir 
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slaves,  lioiisrhoUl  funiituro,  tools,  stock,  .ind  mate- 
rials, and  their  cabins  or  houses  demolished. 

On  the  twenty-fifth  of  March,  1802,  a  definitive 
treaty  of  peace,  between  Spain,  France,  and  Great- 
Britain,  was  signed  at  Amiens. 

Don  Carlos  de  Jaeii  came  over  with  and  executed 
a  commission  of  judge  of  residence  of  Miro. 

By  a  royal  schedule  of  ihj  eleventh  of  June,  the 
contribution  to  be  paid  on  legacies,  devises,  and  suc- 
cessions ah  intestato^  in  favour  of  relatives  and  rela- 
tions of  deceased  persons  or  strangers,  was  reduced 
to  and  fixed  at  four  per  cent.  Tliat  on  legacies  or 
devises  to  a  husband  or  wife,  at  one  half  of  one  per 
cent.  This  charge,  however,  was  not  to  extend  to 
estates  of  less  dian  two  thousand  dollars,  nor  to  be- 
quests for  the  benefit  of  the  soul  of  the  deceased. 

The  Baron  de  Bastrop  having  ceded  to  Moor- 
house,  a  citizen  of  the  United-States,  a  part  of  the 
grant  he  had  obtained  from  die  Baron  de  Caronde- 
let,  in  1790,  on  the  Washita,  die  king  disapproved 
of  this  arrangement,  and  by  a  royal  schedule  of  the 
eighteenth  of  July,  forbade  the  grant  of  any  land  in 
Louisiana  to  a  citizen  of  the  United-States. 

Serano,  the  assessor  of  the  intendancy,  died  on 
the  first  of  December.  Morales,  in  consequence  of 
this  event,  and  of  the  absence  of  a  legal  character 
lo  supply  his  place,  closed  the  tribunal  of  aflfairs  and 
causes  relating  to  grants  and  compositions  of  royal 
lands,  die  ordinance  for  the  intendants  of  New 
Spain,  providing  that  for  conducting  the  affairs  of  that 
tribunal  and  substantiating  its  acts,  there  should  be 
die  concurrence  of  such  a  character. 

During  the  last  quarter  of  this  year,  citizens  of  the 
United-States  were  not  allowed  the  right  of  a  depois- 
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sit  in  or  near  New-Orleans,  and  tlie  importation  of 
goods  in  American  bottoms  was  not  pormilted. 

Lopez,  having  lost  the  office  of  intendnnt  by  the 
cession  of  Louisiana  to  France,  was  appointed  con- 
sul-general of  Spain  at  New-Orleans,  an<l  embarked 
on  board  of  a  vessel  for  Uiat  city,  but  died  on  the 
passage. 

On  the  twenty-ninth  of  November,  the  people  of 
the  E.  division  of  the  N.  W.  territory  of  the  L'uited- 
States,  b(!came  a  state  mider  the  name  of  the  state 
of  Ohio,  being  U»e  seventeenth. 

Forstall  and  Tiantisse  were  the  ordinary  alcadcs 
during   the  year   1803. 

Towards  the  latter  part  of  January,  Morales  issu- 
ed a  proclamation,  allowing  the  importation  of  flour 
anu  provisions  from  the  United  States,  on  payment 
of  a  duty  of  six  jier  cent,  subject  to  exportation  in 
Spanish  l)ottoms  only. 

On  the  first  of  March,  die  king  disapproved  of  the 
order  of  IMombs,  proliii)itiiig  the  introduction  and 
deposit  of  goods,  wan's,  and  n»erchandiz<',  fi'om  the 
United  States,  in  the  port  of  New-Orleans;  and 
ordered  that  the  United  States  should  continue  to 
enjoy  their  right  of  d(  posit  in  New-Orleans,  without 
prejudice  of  his  to  substitute  some  other  spot 
on  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi. 

By  an  act  of  congress  of  the  ninth  of  February, 
provision  was  mnde  for  granting  licenses,  at  the 
custom-house  at  Fort- A  dams,  to  vessels  owned  by 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  lying  on  the  Mississip- 
pi, below  the  thirty-first  degree  of  northern  lati- 
tude. 

General  Victor  h;ul  been  appointed,  by  the  first 
oonsul,  commissioner  for  receiving  possess-ion  of  the 
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province  of  LouiHi(iii;i,  and  his  arrival  lMMn<|;  daily 
rx|)(clcd,  llio  cahildo,  on  i\\v.  twonty-third  of  Vlarcli, 
1803,  causod  ilio  supply  of  meat  for  Ui<^  Fr<  in  h 
troops  accompanying;  liini,  to  hv,  put  at  auction  to  the 
lowest  bidder,  uidi  tlui  cx(;hisivc  right  of  supplying 
the  itihahinints  of  die  city.  'I'he  eontra(;ior  vvjis  re- 
quired to  keep  constantly  a  stock  of  at  lenst  one 
thousand  head  of  cattle  in  or  near  die  city  ol*  New- 
Orleans. 

A  vessel,  arriving  frotn  Ilavre-de-Grace,  on  the 
following  day,  brought  the  hagg.ige  of  Laussal,  tho 
colonial  prefect,  who  was  piMMM'ding  tlu;  eapiain- 
general,  with  a  special  mission,  for  die  purpose  of 
providing  whatevc  r  might  he  necessary  on  the  arrival 
of  the  troops,  and  making  arrangements  for  die  esta- 
blishment of  the  government  of  the  rrpuhlie. 

By  diis  vessel  the  people  of  Louisiana  were  in- 
formed of  the  form  of  government  provided  for  the 
province  by  its  new  master. 

Its  princtpal  oliicers  were  a  captain-general,  a  co- 
lonial prefet,  and  a  commissary  of  justice. 

The  captain-general  was  commander  in  chief  of 
the  land  and  naval  forces,  and  had  the  care  of  the 
exterior  and  interior  defence  of  the  colony.  He 
provisorily  filled  the  vacanci(>s  in  military  offices, 
according  to  the  order  of  advancement,  as  fiir  as  the 
grade  of  chief  of  division  or  squadron,  and  propo- 
jsed  to  die  minister  proper  persons  to  fill  higher 
grades.  He  delivered  passports,  regulated  the  bear- 
ing of  arms,  and  correspondt^d  with  the  governors 
of  other  colonies,  whether  belonging  to  allies,  neu- 
trals, or  enemies.  With  the  colonial  prefect,  he  re- 
gulated die  works  to  be  done  on  the  fortifications, 
and  the  new  roads  to  be  opened ;  and  finally  exer- 
cised   all  powers  formerly  gi'anted   to  govcrnors- 
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gMicrnl.  ITr  was  forhiddrn  to  intrrfrrc  vviih  (he 
aiirihiiiioiisof  ih<'  roloiiial  pn  fret  or  rommissary  of 
jnsiir.c;  l»ijr  was  authorised  lo  rr<|nire  from  cither  of 
them  iiitorinatioii  on  any  matter  relative  to  the  ser^ 
vice.  J\*\ver  was  ^iven  iiim  to  suspend  provisorily 
the  ex«eniion  of  laus,  in  whole  or  in  pjirt,  on  his  re- 
sponsibility, after  havni^  consulted  the  colonial  pre- 
fect, or  the  commissary  of  justice,  according  to  the 
nature  of  the  case. 

Copies  of  every  deliberation  were  to  be  sent  yearly 
to  the  minister. 

Vacant  lands  were  to  be  granted  by  dip  captain- 
general  and  colonial  prelect;  but  in  case  of  disagree- 
ment the  opinion  of  the  former  was  to  prevail. 

Vacancies  in  the  departments  of  die  colonial  pre- 
fect and  commissary  of  justice,  were  to  be  fdled  by 
the  captain-general  on  their  nomination*,  but  no  ap- 
pointment was  final  until  confirmed  by  the  first  con- 
sul. 

In  case  of  the  absence  of  the  captain-general,  he 
was  to  be  represented  by  the  colonial  prefect,  or  by 
the  highest  military  oflicer. 

The  colonial  prcteet's  powers  extended  to  the 
administration  of  the  finances,  the  general  account- 
ability and  destination  of  all  officers  of  administra- 
tion. He  was  exclusively  charged  with  the  police 
of  the  colony,  including  all  that  related  to  taxes, 
receipts  and  expenditures,  the  custom-house,  the 
pay  of  the  troo[)s,  the  public  stores,  agriculture,  na- 
vigation, conanerce,  the  census,  the  suppression  of 
contraband  trade,  the  police  of  slaves,  highways, 
levees,  public  instruction  and  worship,  the  press, 
and  generally  all  the  powers  formerly  exercised  by 
intendants,  commissaries-general,  and  ordonnateurs. 
In  the  assessment  of  taxes  he  was  to  consult  three 
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merchants  and  three  planters.  In  case  of  absence, 
he  was  to  he  rei>r«  stinted  by  the  officer  of  adminis- 
tration next  in  rank. 

The  commissary  of  justice  had  the  superinten- 
dence of  all  rouris  of  justice  and  their  ministerial 
officers:  he  was  to  have  an  eye  to  the  regular  admi- 
nistration of  justice,  the  safety  and  salubrity  of  gaols, 
as  well  as  the  conduct  of  officers  and  cle  ivs.  He 
might  preside  arul  vote  in  any  court  of  justice. 
He  was  to  require  monthly  statements  from  the 
president  and  clerk  of  each  court,  of  every  case  tried, 
and  communicate  it  to  the  captain-general.  He  was 
authoriscf'  to  make  rules  for  the  administration  of 
justice,  and,  wiih  the  consent  of  the  captain-general, 
order  them  to  be  observed.  Agents  of  government 
were  not  suable  for  any  matter  relating  to  their  offi- 
cers, nor  any  citizen  in  the  public  service  arrested 
without  his  fiat,  and  he  was  to  give  an  account  of 
his  proceedings  in  this  respect  to  the  minister.  He 
was  to  prepare  a  civil  and  criminal  cod^  and  submit 
it  to  the  captain-general  and  colonial  prefect  for  their 
examination,  and  transmit  it,  with  the  process  verbal 
of  their  deliberations  thereon,  to  the  minister.  He 
had  the  police  of  vagrants. 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  month,  notice  reached 
New-Orleans,  of  the  arrival,  at  the  Balize,  of  a 
French  national  brig,  having  on  board  Laussat,  the 
colonial  prefect.  Salcedo  immediately  dispatched  a 
captain  and  a  lieutenant  of  infantry  in  the  govern- 
ment barge,  and  Morales,  an  officer  of  administra- 
tion, in  that  of  the  custom-house,  to  meet  and  con- 
gratulate the  representative  of  the  French  republic. 
Laussat  came  up  in  the  government  barge,  landed  at 
the  levee  on  the  twenty-sixth,  and  was  immediately 
conducted  to  the  govornment-house,  where  Salcedo 
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Jwermination  of  ,|,o  French  LT'""'^'"^  «'>«  fixed 
the  prosperity  of  ,l.o  coZv  f^"^™'"^"' '«  promote 
'^'l  in  it,  to  ,naimai„7,T^'    "  ""'""'  ""^'^'fo  pre- 
with  Indian  na.io,:  '      ,",   ^^f'  '»  ---P-'  !hc  trea'.il 
I'c  woi^hip  without  ivT.         ''*'  '^■'froisc  of  p„b. 
Aa.  the  captaiXt"^!  :?'Jr  ""''•'•■'"•     "«  "'^^d 
Holland, aJhebeCo't  in    ,r"P''   "''°  '>•'"'  '«« 

in  t  jLtf  tSh  :.sr "  '"-'^'"-^'''^ 

of  .he  latter  one  ofTh.  Zs^  luT''i ,'"  *<' '''•'"•■''^ 
a  weak  and  corrupt  so WrZm  .T  "'  ""'''  ""''w 
ous  war  and  dishoL'r°irnearo     w  ?   Snomini- 
ura  abandonment  by  the  ,S       ^^'"'  ""«  ""na- 
■oyahy,  and  heroic  courm-'  „f  h'  """'V'  "">  '°ve, 
?na  formed  a  noble  co    ?^1,^  P-'^P'^  of  Louisi-' 
n  France  was  now  moved  ,'„T        ,T'  '''"^  "«"' 
he  remembra.,ce  of   The  Fronnr' '  t'""?  P«''«"« 
hat  a  portion  „f  ,he  it  lab&if  i"  '•«""™'>e'-od 
their  descendants,  with  T'T    f ,  '^""'s.ana  were 
their  veins.     As  soonns  L  '^^  'l'""''  '"""'"g  i" 
succession  of  triut^phstn^rr;  ""^  "  P™'hg'o,.s 
recovered  her  own  fre'eJotn  fn  i  "i  '"^"'""O".  had 
her  eyes    towards   wTin;    M  ^'"^''  '*''''  '"'•''«' 
"-hich  signalized  her  fir«T„'    '"  il'^'^'-^ssion  of 
'vas  not  ye,  arrive.|!Iit  ^'^'/^'^f-     I^"'  <he  period 
who  IS  a  stranger  to  norr„l  ?i    '''•'^''y  'hnt  a  man, 
magnanimous  or  jus°;  wfe ''if  '«  "»"«"«'-  great 
VOL.  „.  J    ■'  ""Y,    '"^  ""^'  «listin<;uish' 
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cd  talent  for  conquering,  adds  the  rare  one  of  obtain- 
ing for  his  conquests  the  happiest  resuhs,  and  by 
the  ascendancy  of  his  character,  at  once  strikes  ter- 
ror to  his  enemies,  and  inspires  his  alHes  with  confi- 
dence— whose  expansive  mind  discovered  at  once 
the  true  interests  of  his  country,  ind  was  bent  on 
restoring  to  France  her  pristine  grandeur  and  her 
lost  possessions — should  accomplish  this  important 
work. 

This  man,  said  the  prefect,  presides  over  the  des- 
tinies of  France  and  Louisiana,  to  insure  their  felicity. 
In  the  latter  nothing  more  was  necessary  than  to 
improve  the  boinities  of  which  nature  had  been  so 
prodigal  towards   her. 

He  observed  it  was  the  intention  of  government 
to  do  this — to  live  in  peace  and  amity  with  the  neigh- 
bouring Indians,  and  protect  the  commerce  of  the 
colony ;  encourage  its  agriculture,  people  its  deserts,- 
promote  labour  and  industry,  respect  property,  opi- 
nions, and  habits,  protect  public  worship,  preserve 
the  empire  of  the  laws,  amend  them  slowly  and  with 
the  light  of  experience  only,  maintain  a  regular  po- 
lice, introduce  permanent  order  and  economy  in 
every  branch  of  administration,  tighten  the  bonds 
which  a  common  origin  and  a  similarity  of  manners 
had  already  established  between  Uie  colony  and  the 
mother  country,  was  the  honorable  object  of  the 
mission  of  the  chptain-general,  colonial  prefect, and 
commissary  of  justice,  sent  by  the  first  consul. 

After  a  short  eulogy  of  the  two  high  magistfates 
with  whom  he  was  associated,  and  of  the  officers 
who  had  hitherto  governed  the  colony  under  the 
authority  of  Spain,  whom  he  said  the  former  would 
endeavour  to  imitate,  he  concluded  with  an  assur- 
ance that  the  devotion  of  the  people  of  Louisiana 
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to  the  French  republic,  their  gratitude  to  those  by 
whom  they  were  re-united  to  it,  and  the  spectacle  of 
their  prosperity,  '.vere  the  rewards  which  he  aspired 
to,  and  should  endeavour  to  deserve  bv  a  zeal  which 
would  know  no  limits  but  the  fulfillment  of  his  du- 
ties. 

In  an  address,  which  was  presented  to  him  a  few 
days  afterwards,  subscribed  by  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  the  most  respectable  planters  and  merchants, 
assurance  was  given  him  that  France  had  done  jus- 
tice to  the  sentiments  of  the  people  of  Louisiana,  in 
giving  them  credit  for  the  attachment  they  had  pre- 
served for  her.  Thirty-four  years  of  foreign  domin- 
ation had  not  extinguished  or  even  diminished  in 
iheir  hearts  the  sacred  love  of  their  country ;  and 
their  joy  on  returning  under  her  banner,  could  only 
be  equalled  by  the  grief  which  they  had  felt  on  see- 
ing it  lowered  in  the  midst  of  them.  Th<!y  were 
happy  in  having  lived  long  enough  to  witness  the 
reunion  of  the  colony  to  France — an  event  which 
they  had  never  ceased  to  desire,  and  which  now 
gratified  their  utmost  wishes. 

They  added  that  m  an  age  so  fruitful  in  astonishing 
events,  greater,  more  important  and  memorable  had 
occurred, but  none  in  its  history  could  present  a  more 
affecting  and  interesting  spectacle  than  that  of  victo- 
rious and  triumphant  France  holding  out  a  protect- 
ing hand  to  children  heretofore  cast  out  from  her 
bosom,  by  a  weak  and  vacillating  government,  and 
calling  them  to  a  share  in  the  fruits  of  a  glorious 
peace,  terminating  in  the  most  brilliant  manner  a 
bloody  and  terrible  revolution. 

They  observed  that  the  prefect  had  signalised  the 
return  of  the  French  government,  by  bi  siring  an 
authentic  testimony  of  its   beneficent  views.    His 
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prodariiation  had  fil!t d  the  people  with  gratitude  for 
its  parental  care,  aiui  ihcy  already  i'elt  the  happiness 
of  their  union  with  the  French  repiihlic.  The  happy 
selection  of  some  of  her  most  virtuous  citizens  to 
govern  them,  and  her  choicest  troops  to  protect  them, 
were  sure  pledges  of  their  future  happiness  and  pro- 
sperity. They  olfert^d  in  return  their  love  and  ohe- 
dience,  and  swore  to  endeavour  to  prove  themselves 
worthy  of  the  tide  of  French  citizens. 

The  answer  concludes  hy  expressing  the  helicf 
that  France  would  attach  less  value  to  the  assurance 
the  people  of  Louisiana  gave  of  their  loyalty  and 
fidelity,  if  they  did  not,  at  the  same  time,  manifest 
some  regret  at  the  dissolution  of  their  allegiance  to  a 
sovereign  who  had  heaped  on  Uiem  his  choicest  fa- 
vours, during  die  time  they  had  lived  under  him. 
They  protested  that  their  hearts  entertained  no  such 
guilty  indifibrence ;  their  grief,  on  separating  from 
him,  was  mingled  with  joy  on  recovering  tlieir  coun- 
try ;  and  diey  would  prove  themselves  worthy  mem- 
bers of  the  French  republic,  in  preserving  during 
their  lives  the  remembrance  of  his  paternal  care. 

The  Marquis  de  Casa  Calvo,  who  had  acted  as 
military  governor  after  the  death  of  Gayoso,  arrived 
frotn  the  Havana  on  the  tenth  of  April,  having  been 
joined  to  Salcedo  in  a  commission  for  the  delivery  of 
possession  of  the  province  to  the  commissioners  of 
France.  On  tiie  eighteenth  of  May,  Salcedo  and  he 
Issued  a  proclamation,  announcing  the  intention  of 
their  sovereign  to  surrender  the  province  to  the 
French  republic,  and  that  his  majesty,  retaining  the 
same  affection  as  ever  for  the  inhabitants  of  the  pro- 
vince, and  desiring  to  continue  to  them  the  same 
protection  which  he  liad  hitherto  extended  to  them, 
had  determined 
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1.  That  the  cession  of  the  colony  and  island  of 
New-Orleans  should  be  or>  the  same  terms  as  that  of 
his  Most  Christian  to  his  Catholic  majesty;  and 
consequently  the  limits  on  both  sides  of  the  river  St. 
Louis,  or  Mississippi,  should  continue  as  they  re- 
mained by  the  fifth  article  of  the  definitive  treaty  of 
peace  concluded  at  Paris  on  the  tenth  of  December, 
1763;  and  accordingly,  the  settlenjenis  from  the 
bayou  Manchac,  as  iaras  the  line  which  separated 
the  dominions  of  Spain  and  those  of  the  United- 
States,  should  remain  a  rart  of  the  monarchy  of 
Spain  and  be  annexed  to  the  province  of  West  Flo- 
rida. 

2.  Every  individual,  employed  in  any  branch  of 
the  king's  service,  and  wishing  to  remain  under  his 
government,  might  proceed  to  Havana  or  any  other 
part  of  his  dominions,  unless  he  preferred  entering 
into  the  service  of  the  French  republic,  which  he 
might  do:  but  if  any  just  reason  prevented  his  im- 
mediate departure,  he  might  urge  it  in  proper  time. 

3.  The  king's  generosity  induced  him  to  continue 
to  widows  and  others  their  respective  provisions, 
and  he  would  make  known,  in  due  time,  in  what 
mtmner  he  wished  they  should  avail  themselves  of 
this  favour. 

4.  He  declared,  his  expectation,  from  the  sincere 
friendship  aiid  alliance  which  existed  between  him 
and  the  French  re|)uhlic,  that  ord<TS  would  be  given 
to  the  governors  and  oth(T  officers  employed  by 
France  in  Louisiana,  that  the  clergy  and  religious 
institutions  should  be  permitted  to  remain  in  the  dis- 
charge of  their  offices,  within  th(  ir  respective  cura- 
cies and  missions,  and  enjoy  their  former  emolu- 
ments, [privileges  and  exemf.tions — that  the  tribunals 
established  Ibr^  the  administration  of  justice,  and  or- 
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(linnry  judges,  shouM  bo  a1lo\v<'(l  to  continue  to  ad- 
ininister  it  acoorclin;^  Jo  ilie  former  laws  and  usages 
of  the  province — Uir  inhaluiants  maintained  in  tlic 
pcacealde  possession  of  their  property,  and  all  grants 
made  to  them  hy  die  former  governoi-s  irontinned, 
even  when  not  finally  ratiH(>d  by  the  king — and 
finally,  Uiat  the  French  government  should  continue 
to  die  people  of  liOuisiana  the  favour  and  protection 
they  had  enjoyed  under  Spain. 

Every  thing  se«'med  now  ready,  and  the  arrival  of 
Victor,  the  commissioner  of  France  for  receiving 
possession,  was  hourly  expeeu^d — every  one  had  his 
tri-coloured  cockade  ready  to  be  stuck  in  his  luit  rb 
soon  as  die  Spanish  flag  was  lowered  and  the  French 
hoisted,  when  a  vessel  from  Bordeaux  brought  ac- 
counts of  the  sale  of  the  province,  by  Bonaparte,  to 
the  United  States. 

By  a  treaty  concluded  at  Paris  on  the  thirtieth  of 
April,  the  first  consul  had  ceded,  in  the  name  of  the 
republic,  to  the  United  States,  for  ever  and  in  full  so- 
vereignty, the  province  of  Louisiana,  with  all  its 
rights  and  appurtcnancies  in  full,  and  in  the  same 
manner  as  diey  had  been  acquired  by  the  republic 
from  the  Catholic  king. 

H.  In  the  cession  are  included  the  islands  adjacent 
to  Louisiana,  all  public  lots  and  squares,  vacant 
lands,  and  all  public  buildings,  fortifications,  bar- 
racks, and  other  edifices,  which  are  not  private  pro- 
perty. The  archives,  papers,  and  documents  rela- 
tive to  the  domains  and  sovereignty  of  the  province, 
are  to  be  left  in  the  possession  of  the  commissioners 
of  the  United  States,  and  copies  given  afterwards  in 
due  form  to  magistrates  and  principal  officers,  of 
such  papers  and  documents  as  may  be  necessary  to 
them. 
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3.  Ft  is  provided  that  the  inliid>i(an(s  of  the  c<'d(;d 
territory  ishaJI  he  ineor|><)rat<'d  into  the  union  of  tlic 
Lnited  Stal<s,  and  adniiltcd  as  noon  as  possihie,  ac- 
cording lo  the  principirs  of  die  federal  constitution, 
to  ilie  riijovnii  nt  of  ail  the  iidvahtagcs  and  inmiuni- 
tiesol  cili/ens  of  the  United  »^taU's;  and  in  the  mean 
time  Uv.  iiiire.straiiied  and  proleeted  in  die  free  erijoy- 
nit  nt  of  Uu'ir  liherty,  property,  and  the  religion 
which  Uiey  possess. 

1.  The  govf>rnnu;nt  of  France  is  to  send  a  com- 
missioiK'r  to  Louisiana,  to  the  end  thrt  he  may  do 
all  a«»ts  nrcc'sssiry  to  ro<;eiv<'  possession  of  the  coun- 
try and  its  dcpcndt^ncies,  from  the  officers  of  Spain, 
in  the  name  of  lh<;  Freiuth  republic,  and  deliver  it 
over  to  the  commissioners  or  agents  of  the  United 
States. 

5.  Immediately  after  die  rrlification  of  die  treaty, 
by  the  president  of  the  United  States,  in  case  that  of 
the  first  consul  shall  have  been  obtaincid,  the  com- 
missioner of  the  French  republic  shall  surrender  all 
military  posts  in  New-Orleans,  and  in  the  rest  of  the 
ceded  territory,  to  the  commissioners  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  troops  of  France  are  to  b<'  withdrawn. 

6.  The  Uniu;d  States  promise  to  execute  all  trea- 
ties entfTed  into  by  Spain  with  the  Indians. 

7.  French  vessels  coming  directly  from  France  or 
her  colonies,,  loaded  only  with  the  produce  or  manu- 
factures of  France  or  her  colonies;  and  those  of 
Spain,  coming  directly  from  the  peninsula  or  her 
colonit^s,  loaded  only  with  the  produce  or  manufac- 
tures of  Spain  or  her  colonies,  are  to  be  admitted, 
during  twelve  years,  into  the  ports  of  the  ceded  ter- 
ritory, in  the  same  manner  as  vessels  of  the  United 
States  coming  directly  from  France,  Spain,  or  any  of 
riicir  cftloniis.  widiout  paying  any  higher  duty  on 
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tonnngo  or  merchandise  thnn  citizens  of  the  United 
S^tatrs.  During  those  twelve  years,  no  other  nation 
sliall  enjoy  th<'  same  atlvantages. 

S.  Albrwards  and  lon^ver,  Trench  vessels  are  to 
be  tnjaU'd  upon  ihe  looting  of  the  most  favored  na- 
tions, in  these  ports. 

By  two  separate  conventions  of  the  same  date,  the 
United  Slates  engaged  to  pay  sixty  millions  of  francs 
to  France,  and  discharge  certain  claims  of  their  citi- 
zens on  that  power.  A  stock  of  eleven  millions,  two 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  was  created, 
bearing  interest  at  six  percent,  payable  in  London, 
Anisterdauj,  or  Paris;  the  principal  to  be  reimbursed 
at  their  treasury  in  aiiiuial  instalments  of  not  less  than 
three  millions,  the  first  of  wliich  was  to  be  paid  fif- 
teen years  after  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications. 
The  French  government  promised,  if  disposed  to 
sell  the  stock,  to  do  so  to  the  United  States,  on  the 
best  terms.  The  value  of  the  dollar  of  the  United 
States  was  fixed  at  five  livres  eight  sons. 

The  Catholic  king  made  a  solemn  protest,  on  be- 
ing informed  of  the  sale  of  Louisiana  by  the  first 
consul ;  and  his  minister  at  Washington-city  sent  to 
the  department  of  state  a  representation  on  the  de- 
fects which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  cabinet  of  Madrid, 
impaired  the  alienation;  detailing  the  motives  which 
had  induced  his  sovereign  to  protest  against  it — the 
principal  of  which  was,  that  France  had  promised 
never  to  alienate  the  ceded  territory.  AOer  this  re- 
presentation, an  opinion  prevailed,  both  in  Europe 
and  America,  that  the  king  had  given,  or  would  give, 
orders  to  prevent  the  delivery  of  the  province  to  the 
French.  The  minister  of  the  United  States  at  Ma- 
drid, was  therefore  instructed  to  ascertain  whether 
thcro  was  any  giound  for  the  rumour. 
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In  the  month  of  June,  th(;  Spanish  nuns  in  the 
convent  of  the  Ursidiiies,  unwilling  to  live  uruler  the 
government  of  the  French  republic,  sailed  for  Hava- 
na, where  the  government  gave  them  a  house,  and 
they  established  a  convent  of  their  order. 

Congress,  on  the  last  day  of  October,  authorised 
the  president  of  the  United  States  to  take  possession 
of  the  ceded  territory;  and  in  order  to  maintain 
therein  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  to  employ 
such  a  part  of  the  navy  and  army  of  the  union,  and 
of  the  militia  of  the  neighboring;  slates  and  territory, 
as  he  might  deem  necessary.  In  the  meanwhile  all 
the  military,  civil  and  judicial  powers  exercised  by 
the  existing  government,  were  to  be  vested  in  such 
person  or  persons,  and  to  be  exercised  in  such  a 
manner,  as  the  presid«;nt  of  the  Unit(;d  States  should 
direct,  for  the  maintenance  ahd  protection  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Louisiana,  in  their  liberty,  property, 
and  the  religion  which  they  professed. 

The  President  of  the  United  States  appointed,  ac- 
cordingly, governor  Claiborne,  of  the  Mississippi 
territory,  and  general  Wilkinson,  commissioners  for 
receiving  possession  of  the  ceded  territory  from  the 
commissioner  of  France;  and  he  gave  to  the  former 
a  commission,  authorising  him  provisorily  to  exer- 
cise, within  the  ceded  territory,  all  the  powers  with 
which  the  Spanish  governor-general  and  intendant 
were  cloaihed,  except  Uiat  of  granting  lands. 

In  the  meanwhile,  the  first  consul  had,  on  the  sixth 
of  June,  appointed  Laussat  commissioner  on  the 
part  of  France,  to  receive  possession  of  the  province 
from  those  of  »Spau),  and  dehver  it  to  those  of  the 
United  States. 
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Oil  WiMltiosdny,  Uk;  iliirtictli  of  Novombor,  the 
Spaiiisli  colours  vvcn^  (lispliiycd  ti'oiii  :i  lofty  lliig 
sl;ilV,  in  tlu*  ccliirt' of  tlm  public  5S(|iijir<\  At  noon, 
\hv  Spanisli  n>giincnt  of  liouisiunu  was  drawn  out, 
widi  u  company  of  Mexican  dra<,'oons  on  iIk^  rijzlit, 
and  ilio  militia  of  the  city  on  ilir  left.  The  connnis- 
sioncrs  of  Spain  proceeded  to  die  eity-liall,  where 
the  coirtmissioner  of  France  cainc^  soon  nfnr.  lie 
produced  to  diem  an  order  from  die  kin<;  id'  Spain 
for  the  delivery  of  die  province,  and  di<'  powt^rs  of 
die  iirst  consul  to  nsceive  it;  whereupon  Salcedo 
immediately  handed  him  tin;  k<'ys  of  New-Orleans, 
'  and  the  Manpiis  i\e  Casji  Calvo  declared  that  sueh 
of  his  ma|(  siy's  s)d>jec!s  in  Tjouisiana  as  made  it 
their  ('lection  to  live  un(!;>r  theaudiority  of  die  Fn-nch 
republic,  were  absolved  from  th(3ir  oadi  of  fidelity 
and  allegiance  to  the  crown  ol'  Spain.  A  record 
was  made  of  dn\se  proce<Hlinj;s,  and  the  diree  com- 
missioners walked  to  the  main  balcony,  when  the 
Spanish  Hag  was  saluted  by  adiscbargt;  of  artillery 
on  its  dcsc(iit,  and  diat  of  die  Fnjnch  republic 
grc(!ted  in  the  same  manner,  on  its  ascent. 

Thus  ended  the  government  of  Spain  in  Louisi- 
ana, after  the  lapse  of  lliirly-four  years  and  a  few 
liionths. 
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Ill  a  proclamation,  which  I^aussat  issued  immedi- 
ately afterwards,  he  informed  the  inhabitants  that 
die  mission  which  brou<»,iir  him  among  duju,  and  on 
which  he  had  built  many  fond  hopes,  and  entertain- 
ed many  honorable  expectations  for  their  welfare 
and  happiness,  was  changed;  and  that  of  which  he 
was  now  charged,  though  less  gratifying  to  him,  was 
equally  flattering,  as  it  afforded  him  the  consolation 
that  it  was  more  advantageous  to  them.    The  flag  of 
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the  n'pn])lic  now  displayed,  and  die  sound  of  her 
cannon,  annonneed  the  return  of  French  doiuiita- 
tion;  hut  it  was  for  an  instant  only,  us  he  was  on  (lie 
eve  of  delivering  possession  of  ilie  colony  to  the 
commissioners  of  the  (Jiiit(!d  States. 

He  ohserved  that  Uic  coininenceinent  of  a  war  un- 
der die  most  san<ruinary  auspices,  carrying  terror 
into  all  parts  of  the  world,  h;»d  induced  die  French 
goveriiim^nt  to  turn  its  views  towards  Louisiana: 
considerations  of  prudence  and  humanity,  eonnected 
widi  vast  and  permanent  objects,  wordiy  of  die  gtnius 
who  balanced  the  grand  destini<'s  of  nations,  having 
given  a  fiew  direction  to  die  benevolent  intentions  of 
Franci!  towards  the  eolony,  it  was  ceded  to  th<3  Uni- 
ted Stat<'s,  and  its  inhabitants  became  the  surest 
pledge  of  the  increasing  friendship  between  the  two 
rej)ublies. 

He  drew  th(;ir  attention  to  that  part  of  the  treaty 
of  cession,  by  which  their  incorporation  into  the 
union  was  secured;  and  congratulated  them  on  be- 
coming part  of  a  nation  already  numerous  and  pow- 
erful— a  people  renowned  for  their  industry,  patriot- 
ism, and  enlightened  understanding. 

He  remarked  that,  however  f)ure  and  benevolent 
the  intentions  of  the  modier  country  might  be,  the 
people  of  a  distant  colony  were  ever  exposed  to  the 
cupidity  and  malversations  ot  those  who  were  s(  nt 
to  govern  them.  Distance  atlbrding  the  means  of 
concealni'^nt,  operated  as  a  temptation,  and  often 
corrupted  tb3  most  virtuous — while  the  nature  of 
the  government, under  which  they  were  about  to  pass, 
rendered  rulers  depetident  on  tbe  will  of  the  people, 
and  connected  their  political  existence  with  public 
sufiVage. 
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lie  reiiii'idiMl  them  that  the  period  wnn  not  distant 
when  tlicy  would  adopt  a  form  of  government  for 
themselves,  adapted  to  the  maxims  of  die  federal 
constitution,  and  suited  to  their  manners,  usages,  and 
localities.  'I'hey  would  feel  and  appreciate  as  a 
singular  attrihute  of  a  free  constitution,  the  invalua- 
ble advantage  of  an  upright,  impartial  and  incorrup- 
tible administration  of  justice,  in  which  the  public 
and  invariable  forms  of  proceeding  would  combine, 
with  die  moral  and  national  character  of  judges  and 
jurors,  to  ensure  to  die  citizen  security  for  person  and 
property. 

Monopoly,  he  added,  more  or  less  exclusive,  is 
peculiar  to,  and  invariably  attendant  on,  colonial 
government;  but  from  the  United  States  the  people 
of  Louisiana  ought  to  expect,  at  the  same  time,  pro- 
tection from  such  abuses,  by  thefaculty  of  exporting, 
free  from  duty,  every  article  of  their  produce.  The 
ports  of  the  Mississippi  ought  to  be  expected  to  be- 
come vast  places  of  deposit,  as  this  Nile  of  America, 
flowing  not  through  parched  deserts  but  across  fer- 
tile plains,  would  be  navigated  by  vessels  of  all  na- 
tions. 

He  expressed  a  hope  diat,  among  diflTerent  flags, 
the  people  of  Louisiana  would  ever  view  that  of 
France  with  complacency;  as,  in  securing  to  his 
countrymen  certain  advantages,  during  a  limited 
time,  in  dieir  intercourse  widi  the  ceded  country, 
the  first  consul  had  a  view  to  the  renewal,  strength- 
ening* and  perpetuating  the  ancient  bonds  between 
the  French  of  Europe  and  diose  of  Louisiana — so 
that  Louisianians  and  Frenchmen  vyould  never 
hjBreafier  meet,  in  any  part  of  the  world,  without 
mutually  feeling  a  tender  emotion,  and  exchanging 
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the  affectionnto  appellation  of  brothcrii— alike  ex- 
pressive of  ihf'ir  lasting  friendship  and  depciidance 
on  reciprocal  kind  offices. 

On  the  same  day,  'ho  colonial  prefect  issued  a 
number  of  other  procliiinntions,  in  regard  to  ihe 
government  of  the  province;  the  principal  of  which 
was  for  the  Kuti^ntntion  of  a  municipality  to  the  ca- 
bildo.  A  mayor,  (\^o  adjoints,  and  fen  members, 
constituting  the  new  body.  The  mayoralty  w«s  given 
to  Bore:  Destn^han  and  Sauve  wen-  associated  with 
him.  The  members  were  Livaiidais,  Petit  Cavelier, 
Villere,  Jones,  Fortier,  Donaldson,  Faurie,  Allard, 
Tureaud,  and  Watkins.  Derbigny  was  secretary,  and 
Labatut  treasurer. 

By  a  special  proclamation,  the  black  code,  given 
by  Louis  the  fifteenth  to  the  province,  excepting 
such  parts  of  it  as  were  inconsistent  with  the  con- 
stitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States,  was  declared 
to  be  in  force. 

The  citizens  of  the  United  States  in  New-Orleans, 
about  one  hundred  and  twenty  in  number,  formed 
themselves  into  a  company  of  infantry,  under  Daniel 
Clark,  the  consul,  and  offcTcd  their  services  to  the 
colonial  prefect  for  the  preservation  of  order  and 
tranquility;  and,  at  his  request,  performed  regular 
duty  uinii  the  commissioners  of  the  United  States 
received  possession  of  the  province. 

From  the  disposition  manifested  a  few  years  be- 
fore, by  the  colonial  goverF»merit,  to  retain  possession 
of  the  posts  above  the  thiny-first  <legre<',  und  the 
protest  of  the  Catholic  king,  apprehensions  were 
entertained  by  the  government  of  the  United  States 
that  difficulties  might  arise.    The  president  ordered 
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a  part  of  the  militia  of  the  states  of  CMiio,  Kentucky, 
and  Tennessee,  to  be  held  in  readiness  to  march  at  a 
moment's  warning.  The  military  force  in  the  west 
had  heen  assembled  at  Fort  Adams,  and  five  hun- 
dred men  of  the  militia  of  Tennessee  came  !is  far  as 
Natchez,  under  the  orders  of  colonel  D.^gherty. 

Claiborne  had  given  orders  to  the  volunteer  com- 
pany of  horse  of  the  Mississippi  territory,  to  prepare 
to  accompany  him,  on  the  tenth  of  Dt^cember. 

Wdkinson  who,  since  his  return  frojn  the  Adantic 
states,  had  been  employed  as  a  commissioner  in  the 
treaties,  lately  entered  into  with  theChoctaws,  Chic- 
kasaws,  and  Creeks,  was,  at  the  time  of  his  appoint- 
ment as  joint  commissioner  with  Claiborne,  engaged 
in  running  the  line  between  the  lands  of  the  western 
states  and  those  of  the  latter  Indians.  He  reached 
New-Orleans  on  the  day  after  Lnussat  had  received 
possession,  and  did  not  hear  of  his  appointment  'till 
then.  CrriSiag  the  lake,  he  met  his  colic  ague  at  Port 
Adams.  On  the  seventeenth  of  Decesnber,  the  two 
commissioners,  the  troops  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  Mississippi  volunteers,  camped  within  two  miles 
of  New-Orleans.  On  the  following  day  Claiborne 
and  Wilkinson  paid  a  visit  to  Laussat,  who  came  to 
their  camp  on  the  next,  accompanied  by  the  muni- 
cipality, and  a  number  of  militia  officers. 

On  Monday  the  twentieth,  the  tri-coloured  flag 
was  displayed  at  the  top  of  the  staff  in  the  middle 
of  the  public  squire,  at  sunrise.  At  eleven,  the 
militia  paraded  near  it,  and  precisely  at  noon,  the 
commissioners  of  the  Uaited  States,  at  the  head  of 
their  forces,  entered  the  city.  The  American  troops 
occupied  the  side  of  the  square  opposed  to  that  on 
which  the  militia  stqod.  The  colonial  prefect,  attend- 
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ed  by  his  secretary  and  a  number  of  his  oounfryraen, 
left  his  house  under  a  discharge  of  cannon,  and  pro- 
eeeded  to  the  city  hall,  where  the  municipality  and 
a  large  concourse  of  the  most  respeciabic  inhabitants 
atlnrulrd. 

The  commissioners  of  the  United  States  now 
camr,  and  tlie  prefect  gave  them  formal  posses- 
sion of  the  province  by  iIk;  delivery  of  the  keys  of 
the  city.  He  then  declared  such  of  the  inhabitants 
as  chose  to  pass  under  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  absolved  and  released  from  their  allegiance 
to  the  French  republic. 

Claiborne  now  rose,  and  offered  to  the  people  of 
Louisiana  his  congratulations  on  the  event  which 
placed  them  beyond  the  reach  of  chance.  He  assured 
them  the  United  States  received  them  as  brothers, 
and  would  hasten  to  extend  to  ihem  a  participation 
in  the  invaluable  rights  forming  the  basis  of  their 
unexampled  prosperity,  and  in  the  meanwhile  the 
people  would  be  protected  in  the  enjoyment  of  their 
liberty,  property,  and  religion — their  commerce  fa- 
vored, and  their  agriculture  encouraged.  He  re- 
commended to  them  to  promote  political  informa- 
tion in  the  province,  ana  guide  the  rising  genera- 
tion in  the  paths  of  republican  occonomy  and  vir- 
tue. 

The  tri-coloured  made  room  for  the  striped 
banner,  under  repeated  peals  of  artillery  and  mus- 
ketry. 

A  group  of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  who 
stood  on  a  corner  of  the  square,  waved  their  hats, 
in  token  of  respect  for  their  country's  flag,  and  a 
few  of  them  greeted  it  with  their  voices.  No  emo- 
tion was  manifested  by  any  other  part  of  the  crowd. 
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The  colonists  did  not  appear  conscious  that  they 
were  reaching  the  Latium  sedes  ubi  fata  quktas 
ostendunt 

Archfves-^Gazettes. 
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CHAPTER  XI. 


A  ciew  of  the  promnce  at  the  eesslon — Bounda- 
ries— Ciml  flimslon Lands — Popnlalion 

Indians — Officers — Clergi/ —  Paper  seeurities — 

Taxes Duties — Kjcpenditures imports — 

Exports — Shippin*^. 

When  the  Fn'iich  enjoyed  the  unciisturhcd  pos- 
session of  Loiiisinna,  its  extent,  in  their  opinion,  had 
scaroelvany  hounds  to  the  north-west;  and  itshtnits 
were  ill  defined  any  where,  <5xeept  on  the  sea  coast. 
As  its  sovereign  claimed  all  the  neighhouring  coun- 
try, which  was  totally  without  i nhu hi lants,  or  occu- 
pied by  savage  <meinies,  a  demarcation  of  its  limits 
was  inipossihle,  even  if  it  had  heen  desirahlc. 
During  the  Spanish  government,  a  dispute  with  Great 
Britain,  respecting  Nootka  Sound  and  her  discove- 
ries in  that  quarter,  was  terminated  hy  a  recognition 
•f  her  right  to  New- Albion,  the  boundary  of  which 
to  the  south  being  agreed  on,  became  the  northern 
one  of  California,  which,  prolonged  eastwardly  to  a 
certain  oint,  was  to  mark  thccxteiitof  New-Albion 
in  that  direction.  Wiiere  New-Albion  ended,  Louisi- 
ana was  said  to  begin. 

On  the  bayou  dv.s  hanriers  (Laurel  creek)  six 
miles  S.  W.  by  S.  from  die  town  of  Natchitoches,  on 
Red  river,  and  fifteen  miles  from  the  Adayes,  where 
the  road  to  Nacogdoches  crosses  the  bayou,  the 
French  had  placed  leaden  plates,  on  a  tree  on  each 
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side  of  the  road,  with  an  inscription  expressing  that 
the  spot  was  the  boundary  hetween  tin- French  and 
Spanish  dominions,  without  indicating  the  continua- 
tion of  the  hne  on  either  side.  Similar  plates  were 
also  fixed  at  Yatassees,  a  vdlage  of  the  Nadoca 
Indians,  fifty  leagues  N.  W.  of  Natchitoches. 

The  boundary  hne,  from  bayou  des  Lanriers  ,to 
the  sea,  was  never  run,  and  each  party  claimed 
much  more  than  the  other  was  willing  to  allow. 
The  Spaniards  contended  that  the  line  was  to  hi'  run 
due  soudi,  in  which  case  it  would  strike  the  sea  near 
die  river  Carcassou. 

The  ensurn  boniidaryof  liouisiana,  as  far  as  the 
thirty-first  degree,  and  the  northern  on  the  eastern 
side  of  the  Mississippi,  which  separated  the  terriio- 
ri<'s  of  Spain  and  die  United  States,  were  fixed  by  a 
treaty — the  first  in  the  middle  of  the  stream,  and 
the  hitter  at  the  thirty-first  degree  of  northern  lati- 
tude. But  the  province  of  l^uisiana  did  not  extend 
far  beyond  the  Mississippi  below  Iberville,  and  was 
separated  from  West-Florida  by  a  line  drawn  through 
the  middle  of  that  stream,  and  lakes  Maurepas  and 
Pontchartrain  to  the  sea. 

Before  the  peace  of  1763,  the  French  recognised 
no  otiier  boundary  of  Louisiana,  to  the  norUi,  than 
the  southern  line  of  Canada. 

To  the  east,  the  rio  Perdido  was  recognised  as 
affording  the  beginning  of  the  boundary  line,  but 
die  direction  in  which  it  ran,  from  ilie  mouth  or 
source  of  the  stream,  never  engaged  the  attention  of 
France  or  Spain. 

The  province  of  Louisiana,  and  that  of  West- 
Florida,  were  laid  off'  into  the  following  divisions: 
Pcnsacola,  Mobile,  die  land  between  the  Balize  and 
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New-Orleans,  the  city,  and  the  land  on  both  sides  of 
lake  Pontchurtrain,  the  first  and  second  Gorman 
coasts,  Cabahanosse,  La-Fourche,  Venezuela,  Iher- 
ville,  Galvez-town,  Batoii-Roiige,  Pointe-Coupee, 
Atakapas,  Opelousas,  Avoyelles,  llapides,  JVatclii- 
toches,  Arkansas,  and  the  Illinois,  in  each  of  which 
there  was  a  commandant. 

In  the  Illinois,  there  was  a  commandant-general 
at  fc^t.  Louis,  to  whom  were  subordinate  those  of 
New-Madrid,  St.  Genevieve,  New-Bourbon,  St- 
Charles,  and  St.  Andrew. 

Baton-Rouge  had  been  made  a  government,  in 
favour  of  Don  Carlos  de  Grandpre,  who  had  been 
appointed  governor  of  Natchez,  on  Gayoso  being 
promoted  to  that  of  the  two  provinces.  The  districts 
of  iVIanchac,  Thoinpson-Creek,  and  Feliciana,  or 
Bayou-Sarah,  made  part  of  it, 

Chapitoula  and  Terre-aux-Boeufs  had  once  sepa- 
rate commandants,  but  of  late  they  made  part  of  the 
district  of  the  city. 

All  the  lands,  on  both  sides  of  the  Mississippi, 
from  fifty  miles  below  the  city  to  Baton-R-ougo,  had 
been  granted,  to  th«  depth  of  forty  arpents  or  one 
mile  and  a  half,  which  is  the  depth  of  ail  original 
grants.  Some  had  double,  and  others  treble  grants, 
that  is  to  say,  a  depth  of  eighty  or  one  hundred  and 
twenty  arpents.  A  few  grants  extended  as  far  as  the 
sea,  or  a  lake  behind  them.  In  iht;  other  parts  of  the 
country,  the  people  b«ing  generally  s«  til- d  on  the 
banks  of  a  river  or  creek,  had  a  front  of  from  six  to 
forty  arp  ^nts,  and  the  grant  generally  expressed  a 
depth  of  forty  arpents. 

The  ungranted  lands  on  the  island  of  Orleans, 
and  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river,  were  sMp;)Osed 
to  be  unfit  for  cultivation ;  but  a  considerable  portion 
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might  bo  drained.  Thoro  are,  in  this  part  of  the 
country,  valuable  cypress  swamps  belonging  to  the 
public. 

It  was  supposed  that  all  the  Innd  free  from  inun- 
dation, from  the  Ualize  to  Manclmc,  as  far  back  as 
the  swamps,  were  fit  for  the  cultivation  of  the  cane. 
Above  Manclmc,  it  was  supposed  the  cane  would  be 
affected  by  the  cold,  and  its  produce  uncertain.  The 
culture  of  the  cane  was  not  attended  to  elsewhere. 

The  buildings,  fortifications,  and  fixed  property 
of  the  public,  were  chiefly  in  New-Orleans.  They 
consisted  of 

Two  very  extensive  brick  stores,  one  being  one 
hundred  and  sixty,  the  other  one  hundred  and  twenty 
feet  in  length ;  each  about  thirty  feet  in  width,  one 
story  high,  with  a  large  loft,  and  covered  with  shin- 
gles. 

A  government  house,  out  houses  and  gardens,  on 
a  lot  of  about  two  hundred  and  twenty  feet  in  front, 
with  a  depth  of  three  hundred  and  thirty-six. 

A  military  hospital. 

A  powder  magazine,  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the 
Mississippi. 

An  ill  constructed  custom-house  of  wood,  almost 
in  ruins. 

Extensive  barracks,  calculated  to  accommodate 
nearly  fifteen  hundred  men. 

Five  ill  constructed  redoubts,  with  a  covered  way, 
pallisade,  and  ditch. 

A  large  lot,  adjoining  the  king^s  stores,  used  as  a 
park  of  artillery,  in  which  were  a  few  sheds. 

A  town  house,  market-house,  assembly  room, 
and  prison. 

A  cathedral  and  presbytery,  to  which  a  square  of 
ground,  well  built  on,  was  attached. 
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A  chority  hospital,  with  a  frw  houses,  yicUlinp  to 
it  a  revenue  of  ahout  fifteen  hundred  dollars  a  year. 

No  authentic  census  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  pro- 
vince, since  that  of  1788,  is  extant;  hut  one  made 
for  the  department  of  state,  by  the  consul  of  the 
United  States  at  New-Orleans,  from  the  best  docu- 
ments he  could  procure,  in  18(»3,  presents  the  fol- 
lowing result: 

In  the  city  of  New-Orleans,  8,056 
From  the  Balizc  to  the  city,  ii,388 
AtTerre-aux-BcDufs,  661 

Bayou  St.  John  and  Gentilly,  489 
Barataria,  101 

Tchoupitoulas,  7,44i 

Parish  of  St.  Charles,  2,421 

St.  John  the  Baptist, 1, 050 


St,  James, 
Lafourche, 

Interior, 
Valenzuela, 
Iberville, 
Galvez-town, 
Baton-Rouge, 
Pointe-Coupee, 
Atakapas, 
Opelousas, 
Washita, 
Avoyelles, 
Rapides, 
Natchitoches, 
A  rkansas, 

Illinois,  St.  liouis,  6lq, 
Mobile, 
Pensacola. 


2,200 

1,094 

2,0(M 

1,057 

1,300 

247 

1,513 

2,150 

1,447 

2,454 

361 

432 

753 

1,631 

368 

6,028 

810 

404- 


49,473 
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On  Jlie  \vft  bank  ol"  the  Mississippi,  nliont  sovcnty- 
fivv,  niilijs  above  ^,'w-()rlcans,  were  iluj  remains 
orilie  Oiunas  (lied  luen)  not extM^Of ling  sixty  p(TSolis. 
Tliere  were  no  oilier  Indians  settled  on  tins  side  of 
the  river,  in  Louisiana  or  West-Florida ;  allhon<;h 
wandering  parties  of  the  Clioetaws  and  Creeks  were 
often  rambling  over  the  eonntrv. 

On  the  right  side  of  the  Mississif)pi,  above  Uie 
settlement  of  Pointe-Ooii])ce,  were  Um  n^nains  of 
the  Tunica  nation,  not  exceeding  fifty  or  sixty  per- 
sons. 

On  the  left  side  of  bayou  Plaqucmine,  about 
twelve  miles  from  the  Mississi  pi,  were  two  villages 
uf  die  Chilimaekas,  consisting  of  about  twenty  ca- 
bins; each  villagi*  had  about  sixty  persons. 

In  the  lower  part  of  ba^ou  Tiiche,  at  the  distance 
of  Uiirty-six  miles  from  Uie  sea,  was  unoih<;r  village 
of  die  Chitimachiis,  in  which  were  about  one  hun- 
dred persons. 

The  nation  of  die  Atr^kapns  (Man-eaters)  was 
nearly  extinct.  They  had  a  village  on  bayou  V<jr- 
inillion,  in  which  were  about  one  hundred  and-  twen- 
ty persons.  Wandering  families  were  scattered 
through  die  district,  and  a  nuinber  of  females  were 
domiciliated  among  the  planters. 

The  Choctaws,  Biloxes,  and  Paseagoiilas,  had 
villages  on  bayou  Crocodile  and  bayou  Bceuf,  in  the 
parish  of  Rapides. 

The  Alibamons  had  a  village  of  about  one  hun- 
dred persons,  on  the  bayou  Courtableau  in  the 
district  of  Opelousrs. 

Several  small  villages  of  die  Cunhates  were  dis- 
persed on  the  banks  of  the  Meritao  and  C.ircasu 
rivers.  There  were  in  them  about  three  hundred 
and  fifty  of  these  Indians. 
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At  (ho  Avoyelles,  du^re  wns  a  villnpo  of  ihe  Choc- 
tav%8,  or  Rrd-inen,  at  llie  disiniice  of  uhout  sixty 
ntiKs  from  the  Mississippi,  and  uiodieron  die  liiko 
of  die  y\voyc-lleH.  Thest^  two  villages  had  notnioro 
dian  one  hundred  persons. 

At  Jln!  liripids,  iwrnly  niil<!8  higher  up,  was  n  vil- 
Ingeof  the  Ohaelas,  wliieh  had  nhoiil  one  hundred 
persons;  and  six  indes  liirtlier,  was  a  village  of  the 
lliloxes  of  die  same  size. 

At  the  river  fm,v  Cattm's  was  another  village  of 
tht!  sain»;  nation,  of  ahoiii  lifty  persons. 

The  males  of  all  ihrse  villages  were  frecjuently 
employed  as  boatmen. 

Ahout  two  hundred  and  fifty  miles  from  the  town 
of  Nalehitoehes,  on  Tied  river,  was  die  nation  of  the 
Cadodatptions,  calieji,  by  ahrevialion,  Cados.  They 
could  raist;  five  hundred  warriors. 

Four  or  live  hutulred  families  of  the  Choctaws 
were  dispersed  in  die  district  of  Washita,  and  the 
whole  nation  would  have  mov«'d  to  die  west  side  of 
the  Mississippi,  had  they  not  been  prevented  by  the 
Spaniards,  and  th<>  Indians  in  their  alliance  there, 
who  had  sutfercd  much  from  the  aggressions  of  the 
Choctaws. 

Between  Red  river  and  that  of  the  Arkansas, 
were  a  few  Indii.n  families,  the  remains  of  tribes 
almost  extinct.  The  nation  that  gave  its  name  to 
tUv,  last  river,  was  reduced  to  about  two  hundred 
and  fifty  warriors.  They  ha<l  three  large  vilhiges 
on  die  river;  the  first  was  at  the  distance  of  forty 
miles  from  the  Mississippi ;  die  others  at  the  distance 
of  nine  and  eighteen  miles  from  the  stream. 

On  the  river  St.  Francis,  and  on  the  right  bank  of 
the  Mississippi,  near  New-Madrid  and  Cape  Girar- 
deau, were  wandering  families,  who  had  emigrated 
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JVoin  tlio  Delaware,  SImwancsc,  MiaiiiiH,  Ch<»rokc'rs, 
and  Cliickasaws — in  all  about  five  liuiidrcd  faiirilios. 
They  were  at  times  troul)lt;soine  to  tho  boats  dc- 
Bcciidirig  thu  Mississippi,  plundering  them,  atid  even 
connnitting  murders.  They  had  been  attracted  to 
this  part  of  the  country  several  years  before  the 
cession,  when  the  views  of  the  government  of 
Louisiana  were  hostile  to  the  United  States. 

The  scarcity  of  game  to  the  east  of  the  Mississippi, 
had  lately  induced  a  number  of  Cherokees,  Cliicka- 
saws, and  Choelaws,  to  fre(]uent  the  country  to  the 
wesi,  where  game  was  still  abundant.  Some  of  them 
had  coniracU'd  marriages  with  Arkansa  women, and 
many  others  were  inclined  (<>  in(.>orporate  themselves 
in  that  nation.  Their  number  was  unknown,  but 
supposed  to  be  considerable. 

On  the  river  ties  Moines^  which  isiUs  into  the 
Mississippi  from  die  west,  were  the  A}tjas,  a  nation 
that  formerly  dwelt  on  the  Missouri.  Thoy  had  two 
hundred  warriors.  Its  numbers  had  lately  been 
much  reduced  by  the  small  pox. 

Higher  up,  and  about  nine  hundred  miles  above 
St.  Louis,  on  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi,  were  the 
Sacs  and  Renards,  who  together  had  about  five 
hundred  warriors  They  tr-Mled  with  St.  Louis  and 
Michilimackinac,  and  had  always  been  peaceable 
and  friendly. 

The  nations  on  the  Missouri  were  cruel,  treach- 
erous, and  insolent. 

The  officers  of  the  province  were; 

A  governor,  invested  with  civil  and  military  au- 
thority. 

An  intendant,  charged  with  the  revenue,  granting 
of  land,  and  admiraltv  matters. 
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An  aud'tor  of  war. 

An  assessor  of  lh<!  iritctidance. 

(The  same  individual  often  acted  in  bodi  these 
ca|mcilirs.) 

A  s(!crotary  of  the  government,  and  one  of  the 
intendunt. 

A  treasunjr  and  a  comptroller. 

A  surveyor-gc^neral. 

A  store-keeper. 

A  purveyor,  who  made  purchases  for  die  king. 

Three  notaries,  who  acted  as  auctioneers,  and 
whose  offices  were  5he  repositories  for  law  proceed- 
ings and  deeds. 

An  interpnuer  of  the  French  and  En^^lish  lan- 
guages, and  one  for  the  Indians. 

A  harl)our  master. 

A  marine  officer. 

A  physician  to  the  military  hospital — surgeon, 
and  apothecary. 

AnoUier  to  the  charity  hospital — surgeon,  and 
apothecary. 

A  collector,  (reasurer,guarda  mayor,  notary,  two 
head  clerks,  and  about  twenty  inferior  officers,  in 
the  custom-house. 

Besides  these,  there  was  a  cabildo  in  New-Or- 
leans, composed  of  two  ordinary  alcades,  twelve 
regidors,  an  attorney-general  syndic  and  clerk; 
four  alcades  dc  barrio,  and  a  number  of  syndics,  or 
officers  of  police. 

In  the  country,  there  was  a  commandant  in  each 
parish,  who  had  a  number  of  syndics  under  him. 

In  a  communication  to  the  department  ot  state,  in 
1803,  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  New-Or- 
leans, says:  "  the  auditors  of  war,  and  assessors  of 
government  and  intendancy,  have  always  been  cor- 
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ru|)t;  and  to  them  only  may  bo  attributed  the  nial- 
adininisiratioii  of  justice,  as  the  governor  and  other 
ju(lj»es,  who  are  unacquainted  with  law,  seldom  dure 
to  act  contrary  to  the  opnjions  ihey  ^i\e.  Hence, 
when  the  auditor,  or  assessor,  wjis  l<ril>ed,  suitors 
had  to  complain  of  delays  and  infamous  decisions. 
All  the  officers  plunder,  when  the  opportunity  otters; 
they  are  all  venal.  A  bargain  can  be  made  with  die 
governor,  intendant,  judge,  or  c<»ll(!Clor,  down  to 
the  constable;  and  if  ever  an  officer  be  displeased 
at  an  otter  of  money,  it  is  not  at  the  otter  or  ofli'rer, 
but  because  imperious  circumstances  compel  him 
to  refuse;  and  theottenr  ac«juires  a  degree  of  favour 
which  encourages  hiiii  to  make  a  second  otter,  when 
a  better  opportunity  is  presented." 

The  duties  at  the  custom-house,  in  the  year  pre- 
ceding the  cession,  amounted  to  $1 17,515. 

The  imposts  paid  in  Louisianii,  were, 

1.  A  duty  of  six  per  cent,  on  the  transfer  of  ship- 
ping. It  was  exacted  jn  die  sum  the  parties  declared, 
which  seldom  exceeded  one  half  the  real,  as  no  oath 
was  required. 

"2.  A  duty  on  legacies  or  inheritances  «f  collateral 
relatives,  when  exceeding  tlio  value  of  two  thousand 
dollars,  and  of  four  per  cent,  when  the  legatee  or 
heir  was  not  a  relation  of  the  deceased. 

3.  A  tax  on  all  civil  employments,  the  salary  of 
which  exceeded  three  hundred  dollars  a  ytJir,  called 
media  annata,  amounting  to  one  half  of  Uie  first 
year's  salury,  payable,  in  some  cases,  in  two  yearly 
instalments,  and  in  others  in  foin\  The  first  incum- 
bent of  a  newly  created  office  was  exempt  from  this 
tax. 
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4.  Seven  dollars,  deducted  fi-oin  twenty,  pnid  for 
pilotage  by  evtry  vessel  i>ntmii<r  or  li>iiving  (lie  iMis- 
sissippi;  hut  the  treiiHiiry  providcil  boats,  and  paid 
the  w  igcN  of  pdols  and  sailors  enipluyedwit  the  lia- 
lize.  The  remainder  of  the  twiinty  dollars  was 
distributed  as  follows:  four  dollars  to  the  lasnl  pilot, 
lbur»otbe  pilot  who  boarded  the  vessel,  and  five  to 
die  (   (nv  of  the  boat  who  broii^i^ln  him. 

5.  A  tax  of  forty  dollars  on  liceitses  to  sell  spiri- 
tuous liijiiors. 

6.  A  tax  on  saleable  ofliees,  as  those  of  regidor:, 
clerk  of  tbe  cabildo,  and  notaries. 

Exclusive  of  paper  nion  »y,  cinissioT)s  of  which 
were  made  in  die  early  part  of  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment, there  existed,  at  all  times,  a  debt  due  by  the 
government,  for  expeiiees  incurred,  for  supplies 
furnished  to  tbe  troops,  and  tbe  king's  stores  and 
salaries  of  officers  and  workmen,  lor  wbich  Uhfrfui' 
zas,  or  certificates,  were  regularly  issued,  of  which 
there  was  afio  it,  at  die  cession,  a  sum  of,  liom  four 
hundred  and  fifty  to  five  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
They  bore  no  interest,  and  were  commonly  to  I.e 
bought  at  a  discount  of  from  25  to  50  per  cent.  At 
the  change  of  government,  the  discount  was  thirty. 
This  depreciation  was  not  the  result  of  a  want  of 
confidence,  or  any  apprehension  that  the  certificates 
would  not  be  paid,  but  from  the  value  of  money  and 
the  scarcity  of  it  in  the  market. 

With  die  view  of  removing  from  circulation  a 
part  of  diose  liberanzas  which  inundated  the  mar- 
ket, die  intenuant,  on  the  fifteenth  of  July,  180:5, 
announced  diat  he  would  furnish  bills,  or  cartas  de 
paga,  on  the  treasury  of  die  army,  or  that  of  the 
marine,  at  Havana,  and  receive  one  half  of  the 
amount  in  liberanzas  issued  in  New-Orleans,  and 
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(lir  other  in  cash ;  ntuh'r  l!ic»  coii(h(ion  that,  in  rrjjard 
to  ilu'  vnvias  tlv  pn^o  on  \\\v  trrnsiirrr  oflho  aiiny, 
slionld  xV.vvv  not  hr,  a(  tluir  prrsonlation,  fumls  ap- 
propriaU'd  (o  {\\v  provinro  of  Louisiana,  the  hohlrr 
sliouhl  wait  nntil  thr  arrival  of  such  hnuls.  \\y  tliis 
nt«  ;isiM-<'  a  ronsiilrrahir  part  of  the  lihiranzas  were 
vvillulrawn  from  rircnhition. 

Thorhnrrh  of  TiOiiisiana  was  iniilrr  the  direction 
of  a  hishop  and  two  eanoris,  N«'w-C>rU'ans  liaving 
heen  er<et<'d  into  a  hishopriek  in  I7*.)!2,  the  first, 
iiieiiinhrnt  of  which,  Don  f  iiiis  <U'  l*enalv<'rt,  was 
promoted  in  IH<M  to  flie  archhisiiopricli  of  (lualima- 
1a.  A  successor  had  heeii  appoint<Hl  to  him,  hut  he 
never  came  to  the  province.  M'he  revereiul  Thomas 
llashMt,  oiM'of  ih(M',anons,  died  a  short  lime  hcforc 
the  cession,  and  had  not  heeii  replaced. 

The  province,  for  eech\siastical  purposes,  was 
divided  into  twenty-one  parish(^s;  four  of  which 
were  widiout  aeiuirch,  and  as  many  more  widiout  a 
priest,  so  that  the  whole;  ch'rgy  <hd  not  consist  of 
more  tlian  nineteen  individuals.  There  was  a  chap- 
lain to  tlie  convent,  one  to  die  troops,  and  one  in  each 
of  the  hospitals :  and  the  curate  of  New-Orleans 
had  three  assistants. 

Tlu?  hishop  had  a  salary  of  four  thousand  dollars, 
charged  on  some  hishopricks  in  Mexico  and  Hava- 
na. The  canons  received  a  salary  of  six  hundred 
dollars;  and  dioso  of  the  curates  and  chaplains  were 
Irom  three  hundred  and  sixty  to  seven  hundred  and 
twenty  dollars,  paid  out  of  the  treasury.  They  hesides 
received  fees  for  masses,  marriages,  and  hurials. 
,  The  king,  besides,  paid  a  salary  of  one  hundred 
nnd  eighty  dollars  a  year  to  each  of  the  sacristans  of 
mobi  of  the  parislies,  and  a  sum  of  one  hundred  dol- 
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lars  a  year  <o  the  cathedral,  and  twenty-four  dollars 
lo  each  parish,  (or  hrea<l,  wine,  and  wax  lights. 

Tho  cathedral  ("hurch  owned  a  s<|uarcin  the  city, 
the  n'nt  of  tlw  houses  of  which,  and  the  hin:  of  (ho 
pews,  vvidi  the  sum  pai<l  hy  the;  king,  constitutt  d  its 
reveiuic.  The  other  churches  derived  one  from  (he 
hire  of  pews. 

IJesides  the  cathedral,  there  were  (wo  chap«^ls  in 
New-Orleans,  in  which  divine  service  was  ngidarly 
performecl — that  of  the  convent,  and  lliat  of  (he  <-lia- 
rity-hospital. 

'rii*;ie  wer<i  hut  eleven  nuns  in  the  convent. 
They  attended  to  tlu^  e<luc:ition  of  young  persons 
of  tln'ir  sex ;  r<'ceiving  pay  from  (he  weahhy,  and 
educating  a  lew  poor  girls  gruUiitously. 

The  eadiolic  religion  was  (he  only  one  of  which 
(he  ri(es  were  allowed  (o  h<»  puhlicly  perf<»rmed. 
e  were  comiielled  (o  adend  its  hcrviee.     In  nuh- 
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lie,  n'spect  wsis  <>xpected  for  the  cer<nioni<s  aC  that 
church;  hu I  every  one  wjis  permitted,  nt  home,  to 
worship  his  maker  as  he  de<!m<'d  proper. 

RECiarrS    AM>   EXP1<:NT)1  1 1  RES   of  Ihv 

ProritHT,  (Ivrhif*  ihe  year  XhiVZ. 
Iter  111  CIS. 
Conmion  Uranchcs. 
Rnlance  of  last  year,  $r>l,0P»!2  27 

Invalids,  5,1)5!)   13 

Sale  of  effects  from  the  artillery  store,  (>!M)  :{8 

DuesrecM  from  shins  t^nteriiig  tln^  l»;dizc,  W^'IM)  ;'>() 
Payments  to  the  tr(!;isury  of  dehts  due  it,  \i\^{^*l\  75 
Saleof  elfects  from  (he  king's  store,  ti,il<»5  (»2 

Sums  H'CM'ived  from  (he  custom-lionse,    VMs^l'lX  88 
Rent  of  K'lHMuc'nts  helongingto  (hijknig,         \VM\ 
Rations,  deducltd  from  the  soldier's  pay,  I{l,*.l*.>8  75 
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Hospital  fees, likewise  tleductetl, 

lioansto  the  treasniy, 

►Sale  of  waste  lands, 

Diiry  of  media  anitatn  on  saiil  lands, 

Ciisli  received  from  Vera-Cruz, 

Returns  for  supplies  to  die  navy. 


5,177  88 
14,106 
188  5() 
5  50 

y(),0(M) 


Cash  rec'd  for  drafts  on  other  treasuric^s,  49,5 1 2  88 

Returns  of  overcharge  to  die  treasury,  3  75 

Private  Funds, 

Balance  of  the  year  before,  30,880  51 

Ditto  of  accounts,  217  03 

Media  annata  of  officers,  Ti'JO  20 

Donation,  121 

Funds  not  the  Jdng's  propertif. 

Balance  of  the  year  before,  53,775  02 

Monte  Pio  of  surj;eons,  107 

Ditto  of  inilitarv  officers,  1019  25 

Deposit.s,           "  19,301  50 
/!/oi//f;  P/o  of  officers  of  civil  einployinents,   341   13 

Ditto  of  offices,  1209  7(J 


}T«843,043  37 
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Common  liranclies. 
lOxpences  of  people   condemned  to  public 


works. 
Ordinary  ditto  of  die  city, 
Ditto  of  fortifications, 
Rofurris  of  loans  made  to  the  treasury, 
Buildings, 

Extraordinary  expcnces. 
Maintenance  of  prisoners  of  war, 
Ditto,  of  poor  confined  for  their  rations, 
Supplies  to  the  navy. 
Ditto,  to  other  treasuries. 


0,971  03 
3,014  50 
4,210  25 

42,015  03 

0,152  88 

6,079  50 

824  37 

519  75 

8,844  88 

10,310  13 


Se( 


177  88 
106 
188  50 

5  50 
,*258 
,000 
,5l'i  88 

3  75 

,880  51 

V2l 

^,775  (W 
1(»7 

IV301  50 

:vii  13 

1-209  7(i 
3,013  37 


0,071  03 
3,014  50 
i;zu)  *i5 
•2,015  03 
0,15'2  88 
6,079  50 
8!i  I  37 
519  75 
8,814  88 
0,316  13 
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Pay  to  the  people  ernpIoy<'(l  in  ilie  galleys,  ^21, 0*2*2  6'2 
Expences  ?br  llie  chapel  service,  5*2(»  '25 

Hospital  expellees,  27,7M>     '2 

Indian  clillo,  *25,418  *26 

{Salaries  ofoflicers  and  people  employed  in 

UiedilFerent  oflices  of  the  rev<'nue,       46,307 
Expences  of  tlu^  general  store,  &c. 
Ditto  for  the  galh^ys. 
Return  of  duties. 
Allowances  for  tahle  to  oflicers, 
Rations, 
Civil  and  military  salaries, 


108,6-20  75 

4,004  38 

1,54*2  63 

5,3(;7  88 

1446  63 

9,-293  rHJ 


General  expences  of  rev,  nuedeparUnent,  19,5!23 


Remittances  to  other  treasuries, 

Salaries  to  Indians  , 

Ditto  to  invalids. 

Pay  of  the;  regular  troops, 

Allowance>5  to  professional  corps, 

Pay  of  die  militia. 

Office  expences, 

De|)artm<'nt  of  artillery  and  workmen, 

Half  pay  to  officers  retired, 

Em|>loyed  in  the  custom-house, 

Pensions, 

House  rent. 

Salaries  of  pr .sons  employed  in  forming 

settlements,  1,3*20 

Ditto  of  olIic(;rsand  sergeants  in  half  pay,  *2,902 
Ditto  of  French  emigrant  officers,  744 

Premiums  to  soldiers  for  services,  4,811  -26 

Conveyances  of  dispatches,  -^'30  37 

Purchase  of  naval  stores  for  Vera-Cruz,     9,453  63 
Passage  money  of  soldiers  and  criminals,      166 
Expences  of  demarcation  of  limits,  7,540 

Reiurnsof  sundries  from  the  treasury,         '2,4(t0 
Secret  (wpences,  *2,000 


74,000 

4,851 

540  50 

186,387  14 

158  '26 

1*2,704  13 

1,138  50 

5,*241  37 

3(M) 
7,386  ^C) 

],068 


i.it 


It 


» ii 


■r  K 


1 

.   !: 

•     ', 


'"  ^'"^  i  ti 


r  liii 

-  "I 


fit^'^ 


■f*  V 


l5--\:  • 


210  CHAPTER  [18QS 

Ditto,  military,  25  .75 

Sums  charged  to  the  treasurer,  not  rec'd,  4,184  01 

Private  Funds. 

Balance  of  accounts,  49  75 

Expences  of  justice,  10 

Funds  not  Mng''s  property. 

Deposits,  6,682  76 

Monte  Pio  of  officers,  399  89 

Military  do.  4,553  88 

Office  of  do.  957  39 
Balance  in  the  treasury,                          136,674  13 

$843,048  38 

The  foregoing  statement  show?  that  the  expences 
actually  paid  in  cash  in  all  the  year  1802,  including 
those  of  the  ramos  agenos,  Slc.  or  funds  not  royal 
property,  amounted  to  seven  hundred  and  six  thou- 
sand, three  hundred  and  seventy-four  dollars  and 
fourteen  cents,  to  which  if  we  add  the  salaries  and 
pay  due  to  many  officers  of  the  revenue  department, 
and  crew  of  the  squadron  of  galleys,  the  extraordi- 
nary expences  caused  by  the  different  expeditions, 
particularly  those  which  are  renewed  to  the  post  of 
Apalaches,  for  its  defence  against  the  attacks  of  the 
adventurer  Bowles  and  his  party  among  the  Creeks ; 
the  amount  of  hills  drawn  on  the  royal  chests  by  the 
king^s  storekeeper  of  Illinois,  New-Madrid,  Baton- 
Rouge,  Plaquemines,  Apalaches,  Mobile,  and  other 
posts,  which  not  being  yet  present  are  unpaid,  it  will 
appear  that  the  quota  (or  situndo)  of  this  province, 
reduced  to  five  hundred  and  thirty-seven  thousand, 
eight  hundred  and  sixty-nine  dollars  and  fifty-six 
cents,  is  exceeded,  by  extraordinary  expences,  up- 
wards of  three  hundred  thousand  dollars,  notwith- 
standing there  are  820  men  wanting  to  complete  the 
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regi  nont  on  the  wur  footing,  and  indoMendent  of  the 
su'.ns  reoiMv'<%'l  for  dnticjsut  tin;  cii.sfo.n-liousc!,  :ind 
mi'iyco!jsidornblesavin;:5siM  ilu' estaljlishint;tit,\vhich 
have  takoii  pi  ice  ainco  ii  wns  fovtmid  in  1783,  find 
tho  causes  ot  said  <  v])rnccs,  and  coiisidcrn'-lo  di;bt 
incurrt'd  !)y  this  treasury,  are  those  Jiiuntionod  in  tlie 
fongointi  siuenu^nt. 

li  is  ]ik(!Wist.'  n  inarkf  d  that  die  royjd  chests  owe 
2.',i,5i8  dollars  to  the  fund  of  dej)osiis,  48,37*i  dol- 
lar>j  and  3 J  cents  to  that  of  lohacco,  (>0,()'>^>  dollars 
to  the  fix<d  regiment  and  oilier  corps,  l'i,()(K»  to  die 
puhlic  de|K>..i(,  JOJX)  to  tlu;  |iious  f  ind  of  the  cabins 
of  fcinale  orphans,  and  337,700  dollars  and  37  cents 
in  certificatesofcredii,  which,  for  want  of  cash,  have 
been  issued  in  j)ayinent  to  (he  {;nblic,  without  com- 
prehending what  may  be  owing  in  Pe!isaco!a,  as  this 
office  iias  no  knowledge  of  its  m  aiisund  resources. 

New-Orleans, -i^d  March,  J 8(^3. 

(Signed)     i^HJurto  Lfonnrfl. 
[Translation.]  Mauud  Aiminz. 

t33^  This  fund  of  deposit  is  cash  deposited  for  a 
particular  purpos(%  such  ;isfhe  foriiticiiiionsof  l'*en- 
sacola,(fcc.  «^-c.  to  vvhicli  it  has  no',  been  applied. 

Tiie  ram.is  ft  irthulans,  or  privat(;  O.nuls,  are 
those  of  inflividu.ils  under  the  royal  protcctiori,  for 
the  payuK  nl  of  pensions,  &.c.  to  oi'icers'  widows,  etc. 

The  rfimos  <iu;"iio:^  arc  fnnds  whi-^h  do  not  belong 
to  the  kiag,  !mji  n.re  il<\-:uis"d  for  tiie  purposes  ni'  n- 
tiontd,  i«<;irig  generally  discouiTuS  from  salaries,  to  pny 
invalids,  etc. 

Th»^  depo'^its,  constitntinfj;  a  pi^vt  of  diis  fimd, 
proceed  from  prop'-riv  in  <iis;>nieto  wliieh  ibe  king 
has  a  elai:n,  and  theanioaat  is  deposited  nnlil  the 
claim  !s  dicided. 
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The  sum  due  to  the  fund  of  tobacco,  is  a  balance 
which  remained  of  that  particular  fund,  afuT  the 
purchases  for  the  king's  account  were  completed. 

That  due  to  the  public  deposit  is  tht'  amoimt  of 
certain  property  for  which  suits  are  depending  be- 
tween individuals. 

That  to  the  regiment  of  Louisiana  is  taken  from 
the  military  chest  of  that  regiment,  which  has  consi- 
derable funds  of  its  own  in  cash. 

The  amount  of  certificates  is  the  sum  then  due  to 
the  pul)lic,  for  supplies,  salaries,  and  wages,  which 
have  not  been  paid  for  want  of  casli. 

Salaries  and  Expevces  not  cmnprehended  in  the 
procineial  regulation, 

AN."JUAL. 

Governor,  late  of  Natchez,  now  Baton-Rouge,  $2500 
Secretary  to  ditto,  840 

A  colonel  of  artillery,  2000 

Two  captains  of  said  companies^  1680 

One  lieutenant  do.  528 

Two  engineers,  2000 

Allowance  for  table  expences  (when  employed 

$25  per  month)  cannot  be  specified,  0000 

Officers  of  the  army  additional,  who  have  been 

put  on  pay,  viz.  2  captains,  1  lieutenant,  and 

3  sub-lieutenants,  3096 

Officers  added   to   the  etat-major  de  place; 

5  captains,  2  lieutenants,  and  I  on  half  pay,  2476 
Augmentation  of  pay  to  the  public  interpreter,  2r>4 
An  interventor  or  comptroller  of  public  stores,  800 
Two  officers  for  revision  of  accounts,  1 140 

One  ditto,  added  to  the  secretary's  office  of  the 

intendencv,  360 

Auditor  of  war.  2000 
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Storekeeper,  interpreter,  and  baker  of  New- 
Madrid;  int<'rpreter  and  baker  of  Illinois,    1200 
An  additional  dork  to  the  public  stores,  300 

Storrkopptr  at  Baton-Rouge,  360 

Stonki't-per,  surgeon,  interpreter,  and  baker, 

a t  A  palaches,  1 300 

Commandants  of  the  posts  of  St.  John  the  Bap- 
tist, of  the  German  parish,  Opelousas,New- 
Bourhon,  Oipe  Bourbon,  Cape  Girardeau, 
St.  Andrew,  and  St.  Fernando  of  Illinois,      600 
A  French  engineer,  1200 

An  emignnt  captain  of  the  same  nation,  744 

Ex[>ences  of  artillery  department,  10,000 

Provincial  hospitals  in  various  places,  5000 

Indian  presents  and  expences,  in  addition  to 
the  sum  mentioned  in  the  provincial  regu- 
lation, 30,000 
Allowances  to  couriers  yearly,  1000 
Supply  of  provisions,  medicines,  &c.  to  the 

garrison  of  Pensacola,  20,000 

Secret  expences  of  government— cannot  be 

precisely  fixed. 
Pay  of  9  dragoons,  at  $25  per  month,  and 
rations,  on  condition  of  finding  their  own 
horses  at  Pensacola, 
Four  corporals  of  militia  employed  in  vari- 
ous posts  of  the  province,  under  the  orders 
of  the  commandants,  at  $10  per  month, 
Pay  of  the  harbour-master, 
Assistant  to  ditto. 
Salary  of  the  two  canons, 
An  assistant  to  the  curate, 
A  ranger  of  the  forest  at  Concordia,  opposite 

Natchez,  240 

One  ditto  in  Ouachita,  240 
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Fifteen  scr;eants  on  half  pay,  2,025 

Pensions  to  four  officers  of  the  royal  hacien- 
da, who  have  retired,  1550 

Seven  sacristans  appointed  since  the  esta- 
Mishmentof  tlie  regulation  for  St.  Bernard, 
Baton-Rouge,  New-Feliciana,  or  Thomp- 
son's creek,  Rapids, Natchitoches,  Arkan- 
sas, and  New-Madrid,  at  fifteen  dollars  per 
month  each,  1260 

House  rent  in  various  places,  viz. 

Commandant  of  Baton-Rouge,  360 

Curate  of  Baton-Rouge,  180 

Ditto  of  F<'liciana,  180 

Commandaiu  of  Natchitoches,  300 

Ditto  of  Concord,  240 

Ditto  of  New-jMadrid,  240 

Six  stamen  at  the  Balize,  at  $G  per  month 

and  rations,  837 

Four  do.  for  the  boat  of  the  revenue  officer 

employed  there,  480 

Two  ditto  at  Mobile,  to  look  after  the  king's 
launch,  at  10  dollars  each,  per  month,  and 
rations. 

Allowance  to  the  commandant  of  the  en- 
cam})ment  at  Esperanza,  opposite  the 
Chickasaw  Blufls,  72 

Store-keeper,  surgeon,  apothecary,  and  as- 
sistant to  the  hospital  at  Plaquemines,  984 


$109,271 


EXTRAORDINARY. 


Brigade  of  prcsidarios,  or  people  condemned 
to  the  public  works;  their  maintenance, 
cloathing,  <Slc.  ^•c.  25,000 
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ined 
ince, 


25,000 


Pay  of  the  officers  and  people  employed  in 

the  galleys  and  gun-l)oats,4:5«c.  60,000 

Rntions  for  cliuo,  and  repairs  of  vessels,         40,t300 
Expene<;s  of  forti lien t ions,  and  repairs,  in  the 

capital,  and  other  posts,  20,000 

Transportation  of  troops  and  presidarios,         J, 000 
Maintenance  of  criniinals,  1,500 

Expeneesof  rnnning  the  hne  of  fkinnrcation 
with  the  U.  S.  from  the  hejfiniiig  of  iTt""?, 
not  hrought  into  account  until  tlic  wi)o!o 
was  completed ;  exceeding  150,000 

Premiums  to  soUiiersofgood  character,  who 
have  served  heyond  a  certain  period,  4,500 


Grand  total,    annual  and  extraordinary 
expences. 


$:50'.V;uO 


$411,271 


E.vpcHces  which,  for  wont  of  cash,  were  paid  in 

certificates,  in  the  year  1 802. 
Salaries  of  the  revenut^  department, 
General  expences  of  ditto. 
Ditto  of  the  king's  stor<',  for  supplies, 
Ditto  extr  lonhnnries. 
Ditto  for  chapel  service. 
Ditto  of  the  military  hospital, 
Ditto  of  criminals  condemned  to  public 

works, 
Ditto  ihr  the  city  guards, 
House  rent, 

MaintenaiiCe  of  persons  confined, 
Purchase'  of  stores  for  V<  rn-Cruz, 
Pussjige  of  troops  discliaigtd, 
Pay  of  soldiers. 
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Ditto  of  militia, 

Ditto  ofiialfiHiy  ofHcrrsand  sprjnanfs 

Dopartm«nl  of  artillfii-y  and  wurkiiien, 

Pay  of  the  crew  of  the  galleys, 

Ropnirs  of  ditto. 

Repairs  of  fortifications,  etc. 

Allowance  for  ta(>le  cxpences  to  officers 

service, 
Salaries  to  the  Indian  department, 
Gen<!ral  expences  of  ditto, 
Rations  to  oificers  on  service, 


Dollars,  1H>,:»5J  37 

Annual  revenues  ofihe  elUj  of  New-Orleans. 
Hire  of  thti  stalls  in  ilie  lieef  market,  i^'2',i50 

Tax  of  seven-eights  of  a  dollar  on  every  car- 
cass of  heef  exposcid  to  sale,  calculated  at     3325 
Hire  of  the  greeji  and  fi>h  markets,  Slc.jLc.     1383 
Tax  of  one  quarter  of  a  dollar  on  every  car- 
cass of  veal,  mutton,  or  pork,  exposed  to 
sale  (supposed)  1200 

Tax  of  half  a  dollar  per  harrel  of  flour, 
baked  in  the  city,  for  which  the  bakers  do 
not  render  a  just  account,  2800 

Tax  of  40  dollars  on  taverns,  20  on  lodging 
houses,  and  40  on  billiard  tables,  estima* 
ted  at  3500 

Tax  of  3  dollars  on  all  ships  for  anchorage, 
destined  for  the  repairs  of  the  levee  of  the 
city:  this  tax  not  being  paid  by  the  Ame- 
rican shipping,  500 
Tax  of  2  dollars  per  pipe  on  taffia  imported,      800 
Ground  rents  on  the  great  square,  132 
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Rent  of  the  old  markrt-honsc,  now  turned 
into  u  gsirniii^  house  Mtci  i)nli-rooin, 

Ground  rents,  arising  from  the  sale  of  the 
square  opposite  the  hospitni, 

Moveahle  shops  and  stalls, 

Tax  of  a  dollar  on  all  vessels  entering  the 
liayou  St.  John, 


1800 

693 
3G0 

470 


350 
200 


$i9,2i8 
Mem. — Some  of  the  above  items  are  casual,  and 
depend  on  (he  hiriri<r  of  siulls,    and  greater  or  Ic^s 
Gonsumpiion  of  the  city. 


J^.rpenres  of  the  city. 

A  commission  of  five  per  cent,  to  the  treasurer 
for  all  sums  he  may  receive. 

To  the  six  rej^idors  or  mend»ers  of  the  cabildo 
or  town  council,  first  created, 

Th»'  notary  w  ho  serves  as  clerk  to  the  council, 

To  the  two  porters  of  the  coiineil,  who  are 
likewise  employed  by  the  tr<*asurer  in  col- 
lecting die  hire  of  the  stalls,  Slc.  &.c.  at  35 
dollars  per  niondi, 

To  the  serj(>ant  employed  to  look  after  the 
city  carters,  who  are  obhj|;ed  to  bring 
weekly  two  loads  of  earth  for  repairing  the 
streets  which  are  unpaid:  at  12  dollars 
per  month. 

To  the  corporal  who  looks  after  the  persons 
condemned  to  die  public  works;  at  12dol* 
Vdr.i  per  month, 

To  the  ciiy  cry<  r,  $?2  per  month, 

To  the  ex'euiioner,   i5  do. 

For  bghfiii^  the  I  I'i'ps  of  the  city,  about  1800 
gallons  ol  Oil  uaauuHy. 
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Tlopjurinrif  Innips,  laddcTs,  rnndlewick, 

To  1 1    waicliinoii,  wlio    sorve  likewise  as 

|jimj»lio;htcrs,  !2580 

To  iIkj  o;ii'irtl  appointed  to  attend  at  the  Ba- 
you ln-id«»«',  t>!2 

RrjKiirs  of  ilio  liayon  bridge  (casual) 

Repairs  of  iliociiy  lever,  or  dyke,  now  in  a 
(lan«^<'rous  stite,  Ijeing  partly  carricid  away 
this  sj>rin<>;  by  the  (indenninin«:;  of  (he  ri- 
ver, an<l  wliich  will  be  very  expensive  to 
repair. 

Ditto  of  the  street;!,  gutters,  and  city  drains, 
uncertain. 
There  are  besides  \\\'.^  ahov «,  many  casual  and 

extraordinary  expences,  whicli  e.uinot  be  particularly 

cnuaieruted. 

Imports  at  New-Orleans.^  in  1802. 

Fans  assorted,  dozens,  4(>8 

Fan   for  cleaning  rice,  1 
8teel,lbs,                                   31,834 

Olive  oil  in  bottles,  dozen,  1018 
Ditto,  common,  in  flasks,  doz.      420 

Ditto  in  jars,  50 

Oil,  essentials,  phials,  doz.  6 

Do.  linseed,  gallons,  1132 

Do.  fish,  gallons,  3931 

Do.  turjjeiuine,  lbs.  215 

Olives,  in  flasks,  doz.  236 

Bnuidy  of  Provence,  gal.  1960 

Do.  of  Bordeaux,  do.  5178 

Do.  bottled,  doz.  194 

Do.  of  p(;aches,  gallons,  30 

Taflhi,  hlids.  67 

Wiiiskey,  gallons.  300 
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S^ntrd   wall  i>,  loiiUs,  4N5 
HiiiiiiiirvvV  oiIm  r  \vmU'|'>,  boiilcs,  \y>',\ 

Ciiprrs,  III  i]ask>,  iloz.  !i<.| 

Co|>|»oias,  Ills.  H.O 

Carpi  Is,  \V(»ol,  (» 

CotK.ii,  ll»s.  31),H»S 

Red  Irad,   ll)S.  I  \'2{} 

Almonds,   ill  slirll,  lbs.  Ih^il 

Do.  slicllcd,  ll)s.  400 

Sarch,  ll»s.  i:i0 
Tar  (hroiijzhl  ill  vosscls  originally 

l)ouii<l  ic>  oilirr  porit^) barrels,     1VJ5 

Biiicrs,  l»oiil(s,  I2h8 

Brotdclodis,  rlls,  (>00 

Ancliovics,  IkhiU  s,  *2Ki 

£(>ls.  Sidled,  ilasks,  *M) 

Amiiscc'd,  in  bufekets,  GO'i 

Tr|cSCO|M'S,  '2(9 

IikI I <»;<»,  lbs.  I'iUH 

l*lougbs,  4 

Ilcrrinjis  and  Pilrhnrds,  lbs.  21,1(»0 

Pr«'ss  of  inaliojiaiiv,  J 

II.irn«'ss  widi  brass  inounlings,  0 

Class  botdi's,  cases,  3 

Filberts,  ll)s.  5(Mi 

Quicksilver,  lbs.  2i,"JjO 

8ijo;ir,  wb-ie,  ll>s,  701 

Ditto,  brown,  lbs.  23,99*2 

Snlj^bur,  lbs.  4,<»;">0 

Codfisb,  dried,  (juintnls,  3l8 

Bafias,  pieces  of  10  ells,  507 

Scab's,  ])airs,  *2 

Balls  for  muskets,  300 

Buckets,  dozen,  159 

Varnisb,  coininon,  gallics,  58d9 
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Ditto,  fine,  bottlop. 

24 

Dr>s(^s  tor  womon,  in  pieces 

\        110 

Cauil tricks,  in  0  ell  pieces, 

132 

IVnnks,  empty, 

40 

Biizr,  tils, 

4250 

Branfort,  unbleached,  ells, 

1488 

Calf  skins,  doz. 

123 

Bivtli  coatings,  ells, 

4290 

Book-cases,  mahogany. 

2 

Bi<l<'ts, 

48 

Screens  (paper) 

10 

Biscuit,  quintals. 

153 

Blondes,  silk,  i^c.  ells, 

901 

Purses,  silk,  doz. 

50 

Fin»-('ngines, 

2 

Puffs,  swant-down,  doz. 

21 

Boof-,  pnirs, 

98 

Boot-legs,  do. 

425 

Half-ixjois,  pairs, 

269 

H  If- hoot  h'gs,  do. 

617 

Empty  boldes. 

100,140 

Brnmrmtes  or  Flanders,  ells 

,  14,451 

Butter,  bbls. 

38 

Britnnias,  pieces. 

15,472 

Brin  of  all  bresidths,  ells, 

30,144 

Bnff<'ts,  mahogany, 

6 

Btjsts  of  plaister, 

74 

Cables,  lbs. 

59,487 

Cucao,  lbs. 

1(J24 

CoH^ee,  lbs. 

189,910 

Cr>ffee-i)ois  of  iron  tinned. 

42 

Cidlimnncoes,  ells. 

9,049 

Copper  keiUes  lor  sugar  boilers,      4 

Chaises, 

2 

Chairs, 

15 
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Breeches  patterns,  coitoii  web,     110 

Ditto  und  pai^taloons  made,  148'i 

Bedsteads,  mahogany,  1 

Sheets,  hiien,  doz.  46 

Do.  check  and  ticking,  doz.  9125 

Canapees  or  sophas,  21 

Canvass,  ells,  4:^50 

Ci  «r»j,:.v^  n,  lbs.  *iOO 

Cotton  bagging,  ells,  38 

Hemj),  lbs.  65,8*i2 

Quills  for  writing,  M.  57 

Carabines,  10 

Sea-coal,  hhds.  100 

Cotton  canls,  pairs,  15'^4 

Verdegris,   lbs,  21 

Pork,  salted,  barrels,  2537 

Befi;   do.             do.  237 

Bacon,  lbs.  68,556 

Venison  smoked,  lbs.  100 

Carts  and  drays,  3 

Carts  with  thrir  harness,  6 

Feathers,  cartons,  24 

Flowers,  artificial,  do.  60 

Check  jackets,  10 

Caps,  leather,  doz.  29 

German  rolls,  ells,  10,125 

Casimirs,   do.  919 

Onions,  quintals,  127 

Sieves,  wire,  &-c.  doz.  887 

Lace,  ells,  40ii9 

Sashes  for  women,  82 

Wax,  manufacturtc\  lbs.  1550 

B«er,  hhds.  92 

Do.  bottled,  doz  807 
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K^hoo  1)1  trking  halls,  lbs.  200 
AVaisicoais  ol"  various  tiiaterials,  875 

Jack!  is  of  do.         doz.  191 

Vermillion,  lbs.  530 

Girl  wt  b,  t  lis,  485 

Riuboiis,  silk,   pieces,  9413 

Do.     vt  lv«  T,     do.  677 
Do.  for  tb    hair,  00  ell  pieces,  1^29 

Tape,  doz.  pieces,  3176 

BindinjT,  worslerl,    pieces,  !2430 

S.uiti  ribbon,  pieces,  204 

C  ;tio!i  t  ipc,  groce  of  pieces,  3 
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Prunes,  li;s. 

6308 

J\a  U  a  sort(!(l,  lbs. 

133,738 

Cloves,  lbs. 

280 

Copper  manufactured,  lbs. 

400 

Copper  'n  sheets,  lbs. 

180 

Head-dresses  for  women, 

58 

Iron  eh<'sts, 

3 

Clue,  11  s. 

205 

C')<niterp;nies  quilted, 

330 

0/:n.ilmrg,  while,  ells, 

6371 

Do.  brown,  ells. 

53,945 

Sweattneats,  dried,  lbs. 

417 

Do.  in  syrup,  lbs. 

87 

Coral,  boxes. 

36 

NrM-kbandkerchiefs,  do. 

23 

Fishing  lines, 

5444 

I,eather  dnssed,  dozen  skins,         17 

Cvor-r,  gallons. 

1050 

D;».  botded,  doz. 

374 

Sndiiles, 

208 

Windsor  chairs,  doz. 

179 

Riding  chairs. 

1 

Mahogany  arm-chairs. 

8 
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Sersnrkrris,  pitct's  of  J2t;lK  21 

Ilids,  .loz.  1357 

^(•;ii  l« .  ili(  r,  lbs.  500 

Cork  s'.'I's,  ii»  c(P,  50 

Sii'ijh  filler.' ,  f'liistir,  pairs,  \iil2 
Kt'ijiiK  iv'   'Otiijicco,  lbs.           241,^46 

Do.  twis  ,  lbs.  *>48 

Rapre  smif]',  bottlrs,  303 

Corks,  M,  778 

Do.  for  (bmijohns,  M.  8 

Te;«,  lbs.  5.507 

TickfMi,   ells,  2J,'^il 

Tib.s   M.  27 

\V!)'i!j),«i,  f'Jisks,  07 

Ink,  boulos,  349 

Ink-.-lniuls,  doz.  50 

Toilctfs-  ghisscs,  12 

Molassts  cnsks,  broke  up,  130 

Tiiriieniiiic',  lbs.  1786 

V(  I vms,  cotton,  1182 

Class  tor  doors  and  windows,  2980 

Watch  glasses,  504 

Wbite-wine  vinegar,  gallons,  5J 15 

Red  do.  do.  105 

Composition  vinegnr,  bottles,  75 

Catnlonian  wine,  gallons,  0972 

Andalnsian,  do.  do.  3171 

Do.  bottled,  doz.  40 

Corsican  wine,  pipes,  5 

Claret,  hbds.  3575 

Do.  bottl(  (I,  doz.  4052 

White  wine,  liordeaux,  casks,  144 

Do.  ))oul(>d,  doz.  1371 

Provence  \sine,  hhds.  234 

Do.  bottled,  doz.  334 
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Ciniry  wino,  pr  iHons,  IG-JO 

Muleira,  do.  do.  IJO 

Do.  !)otile<l,  (loz.  20 

Front  if^nao,  g  illons,  271 

Cliani;)a««;iit%  do.  35 

Alicaiit,  do.  10 

Violins,    '  30 

Sf>a(),  lbs.  150,752 

Soap  balls,  lbs,  |  10 

Cordage,  lbs.  323,(»I5 

C>ij;(^s,  40 

Syringes,  mO 

Do.  small,  97 
Shoes,   men's  and  women's  of 

every  description,  pairs,  9758 
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Garlic,  rop»\s,  500 

Cotton,  clean,  lbs.  2,101,408 

Tar,  barrels,  ly  10 

Anchors,  1 
Indigo  (produce  of  former 

years,  long  in  store,  330,1 99 

Rice,  quintals,  40 

Masts,  127 

White  sugar,  lbs.  100 

Brown  do.  2,493,271 

Pitch,  bbls.  258 

Cables,  1 

Cane,  reed,  M.  9 

Beef,  bbls.  217 

Pork,  do.  030 

Tables  of  common  wood,  18 

Black  lead,  lbs.  118 

Corn  mills,  122 
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Firo-flojTs  gilf,  pairs,  40 

Miislard,  doz.  Imftlrs,  132 
]Vlusliiis,  (liflirtnt  kinds, ells,    15,793 

Mnsliiu'ts,Ho.  3236 

IViiii'oiits  iiuule,  12 

Njiruinincis,  tils,  3|58 

Cards,  groces  of  packs,  375 

Walniir  plank,  ftet,  1000 

Nnlinrgs,  Il)s.  71 

Hand  organs,  4 

Ciuayac  wood,  quintals,  280 

Cloarhs,  <'Ils,  14,950 

t^ironds,  10  ell  pieces,  673 
Ilandklk.  all  discriptions,  doz.    9,583 

Poiatoes,  <|nintals,  410 

LerU'r-pap(?r,  reams,  5]  6 

Corrnnon  writing  do.  6,144 

Paper  hangings^  pieces,  6,342 

Wrapping  paper,  1,360 

Writing  desks,  mahogany,  2 

Parasols,  3^402 

Raisins,  lbs.  34,617 

Clioeojjite,  lbs.  1,880 

Pickled  turkeys  ^  geese,  bbls.  3 

Satin  cloaks,  12 

Pewter,  c|uintals,  20 

Wigs  for  men  and  women,  1 1 1 

Pears,  barrels,  86 

Sho>,  |[)s.  10,059 

Flints,  M.  349 

(»rindstones,  1116 

Mill  stones,  pr.  140 

Whetstones,  doz.  8 

Dripstones,  35 

Beaver,  lbs.  :^ 
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Fox  mid  racoon,  lbs. 

Oiler,  il»s. 

15(!iir,  skins, 

r)('<Mhkins  III  linir,  Ihs. 

Do.         shuvetl,  lUs. 

p'.'PjK  r,  Ills. 

Paints, oonnion,  lbs. 

Do.         Ill",  lbs. 

Pipes,  e.lay,  groce, 

Pislols,  |^:li^^;, 

SliKes,  .U. 

Do.  lor  selioois,    cloz. 

Co  tud  moiuv,  in   iks, 

Plaliiliis,  ^vllil*•,  IHcccs, 

Do.  brown,  do. 

L«:ul  ill  ^•b^•els,  lbs. 

P<)\v(br,  !I'S. 

Hur-|»o\v(ler,  ll.s. 

Poni.iUMn,  i-ois  4'  sticks,  doz. 

diers<>,  ll)S. 

11:; rd ware,  |)ackjiges, 

(Jold  watcbos, 

Clorks  for  staircases, 

Do.  for  cbiaiaey-picces, 

Rosin,  quintals, 

Plongbsh-.'.re-, 

Rum,  gallons, 

Russia  slieetiiigs,  i>iccps, 

Sheets  ready  mad«>,  pairs, 

Salt,  barrels, 

Bologsta  sausjiges,  lbs. 

Salmon,  lbs. 

Sardines,  lbs. 

Srrges,  woolen,  ells* 

Frying  pans. 
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181 
2«»7() 
211 
3HU0 
(V120 
10,<i90 
202 
38,579 
416 
10 
1 
12 
40 
30 
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1970 
3 
4727 
100 
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3180 
730 
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Tallow,  ll)s.  610 

Do.  manufactured,  lbs.  26,065 

Secretarif's,  inuhogany,  2 

Sewing  silk,  lbs.  278 
Silk  of  other  descriptions,  lbs.       1,000 

Garden  seeds,  lbs.  100 

Boot  stockings,  doz.  18 

Brjcon,  lbs.  8,068 

Wax,  lbs,  120 

Peas  and  beans,  barrels,  123 

Nails,  Ihs.  200 

Suir.'T,  boxes,  2,050 

Borfjitdes,    '  2,109 

Calf  skins,  144 

Stiiveh,  M.  24 

Flour,  barrels,  5,575 

Hams,  Ihs.  2,998 

\V  ool,  lbs.  462 

El  ri  hen  ware,  crates,  2 

Hours'  l:ird,  lbs.  11,889 

Molasses,  rasks,  312 

Loj>wood,  tons,  41 J3 

Bt^aver  skins,  lbs.  179 

Otter    do.     lbs.  6 

Raccoon  and  fox,  lbs.  138 

Deer,  in  hair,  lbs.  103,897 

Do.    shaved,  lbs.  121,608 

Bearskins,  982 

Buffalo  robes,  32 

Pimento,  lbs.  7,281 

Lead,  in  pigs,  lbs.  167,192 

Ash  oars,  200 

Snuff,  botiles,  54 

Tobacco,  Kentucky,  lbs.  87,622 

Do.  in  carrots,  lbs.  7,768 
VOL.  II.            30 
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Boards,  of  10  to  i*i  leer, 
Shingles,  M. 
Vanilla,  per  M  pods, 


fisco 


690 
30 
92 


The  aiinufil  produce  of  tho  province  was  supposed 
to  consist  of 

3,000  lbs.  of  indigo,  rapidly  declining, 
20,000  hales  of  cotton  of  300  lbs.  e»ch, 
5,(MM)  hhds.  of  sugar  of  1000  lbs.  each, 
5,000  casks  of  molasses,  of  50  gallons  each. 
There  were  but  few  domestic  manulactures.    The 
Acadians  wrought  some  cotton  into  quilts  and  home- 
spun, and  in  th')  more  remote  parts  of  the  provmce, 
the  poorer  kind  of  people  spun  and  wove   woo! 
mixed  with  cotton,  into  coarse  cloth,     rhen-  was  a 
machine  for  spinning  cotton  in  the  parish  of  Iberville, 
and  another  in  Opelousas;  hut  neither  was  much  em- 
ployed.    In  New-Orleans,  there  was  a  considerable 
manufacture  of  cordage,  and  a  few  small  on<'s  of  hnir 
powder,   vermiceli  and  shot.     There  were  near  the 
city,  about  a  dozen  of  distilleries,  in  which  about  four 
thousand  casks  of  tafiia,  of  fifty  gallons  each,  were 
made,  and  a  sugar  refinery  which  produced  about 
200,(K)0  lbs.  of  loaf  j^u^ar. 

Ill  the  year  1802,  two  himdred  and  fifty-six  vesoJs 
of  all  kinds  entered  the  Mississippi :  eighteen  of  which 
were  public  armed  vessels:  the  others  merchantmen, 
as  follows: 

American,     Spanish,    French. 

48  14  0 

63  17  1 

0  4  0 

50  61  0 


Ships, 
Brigs, 
Polacres, 
Schooners, 


Sloops, 
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Of  die  Am<Tican  vessels,  iwenty-three  ships,  twen* 
ty-tiv(^  brigs,  nineteen  schooners  and  five  sloops  came 
ill  balliist. 

Five  Spanish  ships  and  seven  schooners  came  also 
in  l>allast. 

The  tonnage  of  he  merchantmen,  that  entered  the 
3Iississippi,was  w  tiiy-ihree  thousand  seven  hundred 
311(1  twenty-five  ngist  red  tons. 
In  the  same  year,  there  sailed  from  the  Mississippi: 
158  American  vessels,     21383  Tons. 
104  Spanish,        do.  9753     do. 

3  French         do.  105    do. 


205 


31241  Total. 


The  tonnage  of  the  vessels  that  went  in  ballast,  not 
that  of  public  armed  ones,  is  not  included.  The 
latter  took  otf  masts,  yards,  spars  and  naval  stores. 

There  was  a  considerable  coasting  trade  fi*om 
Pensacola,  Mobile  and  the  rivers  and  creeks  falling 
into  lakes  Poncharirain  and  Maurepas  and  the 
neighboring  coast.  From  it,  principally,  IVew-Or- 
leaiis  was  supplied  with  ship  timber,  lime,  charcoal 
and  naval  stores ;  Cattle  was  also  brought  from  these 
places.  Schooners  and  sloops  of  from  eight  to  fifty 
tons,  some  of  them  but  half  decked,  were  employed 
in  that  trade.  Reckoning  their  repeated  trips,  five 
hundred  of  them  entered  the  bayou  St,  John  in  1802, 
with  thirteen  galleys  and  four  boats. 

There  was  also  some  coasting  trade  between  New- 
Orleans  and  the  districts  of  >\ftakapas  and  Opelou- 
-as  by  the  Balizo. 
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Estimate  of  the  produce  shipped  from  New  Orleans, 
in  the  year  1802,  including  that  of  the  seitltmeuts  on 
the  Mississippi,  Ohio,  Slc. 

Flour,  50,00()  barrels. 

Salt  beef  and  pork,  3,000  barrels, 

Tobacco,  2,01  K)  hogsheads, 

Cotton,  3 1,000  bales, 

Sugar,  4,000  hogsheads, 

Molasses,  800  hogsheads, 

Peltries, 

Naval  stores, 

Lumber,  chiefly  sugar  boxes, 


tons,  5,000 

500 

1,100 

17,<M)0 

3,0<K» 

5(N) 

450 

500 

5,(M)0 


Potash,  Indian  corn,  meal,  lead,  cherry 
and  walnut  planks,  hemp, masts,  spars, 
hams,  butter,  lard,  peas,  beans,  bis- 
uuii,  gineeng,  garlic,  cordage,  hides, 
staves,  tobacco,  in  carrots, 


33,350 


6,050 
40,000 
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CHAPTER  XII. 

Claiborne  s  first  proclamation — Superintendant  of  ikr. 
revenue. — Court  of  pleas. — Communication  from  the 
Spanish  minister. — Spanish  convention. — First  terri- 
torial form  of  ifovernment' — Collection  wid  navigation 
laws. — Proclamation  of  pardon  to  deserters. — De- 
parture of  Laussart  and  PVilkinson. — Dissatisfaction 
of  the  inhabitants. — General  meeting. — Memorial  to 
congress, — jJ  deputation  chosen  to  carry  it. — Bank 
of  Louisiana. — Military  associations.^— Expedition  to 
the  Pacific  ocean. — Insurrection  at  Bayou  Sarah^ — 
The  new  government  put  in  operation. — First  session 
of  the  legislative  council. — Exploring  parties  to  the 
iVashita  and  Red  rivers. — Bishop  of  Monterey, — 
Second  form  of  territorial  government. — Amendments 
proposed  by  the  deputation. — Land  laws. — Office  of 
discount  and  deposit  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. — 
Second  session  of  the  legislative  council. — Exploring 
party  to  the  sources  of  the  Mississippi — Captain 
Lewis  reaches  the  Pacific  ocean  — The  Marquis  de 
Casa  Calvo^  and  the  remaining  Spanish  troops^  leav> 
JVew  Orleans. —  Pope\s  bull. —  The  Kemper s  seized  a 
Pinckneyvilie,  and  liberated  near  Pointe  Coupee. 
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THE  first  act  of  Claiborne,  on  his  entering  on  the 
functions  of  governor  general  and  intendant  of  the 
province  of  Louisiana,  was  a  proclamation  of  the 
twentieth  December,  1803,  by  which  he  declared  that 
the  government  heretofore  exercised  over  the  pro- 
vince, as  well  under  the  authority  of  Spain  as  under 
that  of  the  French  republic,  had  ceased,  and  that  oi" 


« 


'M 


n 


^      ■■■:.) 


••  I  i; ' 


I! 


m 


i238 


CHAPTKH 


(180» 


iW 


•■'i: 


PI      ■   ' 

ill 

ir  ^ 

■it''   ■'  ^ 

'  W   { 

1- 1^^ 

Uir  Unilod  States  was  I'siahlishcd  over  it— that  the  in- 
habi'  Its  would  )h;  incorfioraied  in  thr  Uiiion,  and 
adini  iiy  as  soon  as  ftossdiU,  aeeording  to  th(;  piinci- 
p!<  s  .;  die  f(irrd  coristilulioii,  to  the  eiijoyriiicrit 
of  ail  hf-  ri^iits.  advantages  and  inunuiiilies  of  cili- 
zotis  ol  tJK;  United r^iitcs, and  in  die  meai.  time  inain- 
laint'd  jicuI  proiected  in  the  free  enjoyment  of  th»'ir 
IiIhtiv,  |M-o|i('rty  an«l  nd^^ion,  that  tlie  laws  and  mu- 
niiM|>Hl  regulations  in  force,  at  th**  cessation  of  tlic 
hife^overnment,  still  remained  in  vigour.  He  made 
known  th«'  powcrt*,  with  whirh  he  was  invested, 
that  the  officers  (charged  with  the  execution  of  the 
laws  (except  those  whose  powers  were  vested  't\  him- 
self, or  in  tlu'  porson  chnrge<l  with  the  collection  of  the 
revenue)  wire  continued  in  the  exercise  of  their 
respective  funrtions  He  exhorted  the  people  to  be 
faithful  and  true  in  th^^ir  allegiiince  to  the  United 
States,  and  (»l»edient  to  the  laws,  under  the  assurance, 
that  their  rights  would  l>e  under  the  guardianship  of 
the  United  States,  and  their  persons  and  properly 
protected  against  force  or  violence,  from  without  and 
widiin. 

'Frist,  the  collector  of  the  United  States,  at  Fort 
Ad'jms,  had  been  appointed  superintendent  of  the 
revenue  in  the  province. 

By  the  substitution  of  a  municipal  body  to  the 
Caliildo,  Laussat  had  abolished  the  offices  of  principal, 
provisional  and  ordinary  alcades;  so  that  there  re- 
in liiied  in  New-Orleans,  no  tribunal  or  officer,  vested 
with  judicial  powers,  but  Claiborne  and  the  alcades 
de  harrio:  to  remedy  this  evil,  he  established,  on  the 
thirtieth  of  December,  a  court  of  pleas,  composed  of 
seven  justices.  Its  civil  jurisdiction  was  limit  d  to 
casf s,  whifh  lid  not  exceed  in  v;due  Uiree  thousand 
dollars,  with  an  appeal  to  the  governor^  in  cases  where 
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it  excncded  five  hiiii'lred.  Ks  criminni  jiiHiidiction 
extended  to  all  casefl,  in  which  the  (»ul1i^hlnelll  did 
noi  exceed  u  fine  of  two  hundred  doUars  and  ini* 
prisoMinent  during  Rixiy  days.  The  jusiicrs  hud 
individually  Huniinary  jiirisdietionof  dehts,  under  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  dollars;  hut  from  all  dicir 
judgments  an  appeal  lay  to  the  conn  (»f  pleRH. 

ICarly  in  the  new  year,  the  Marquis  de  Casa  Irnjo, 
Spanish  minister  at  VV'ishington  ciiy,  gave  assiir  idce 
to  the  department  of  state  th>t  his  sovereign  had  given 
no  order  whatever  for  opposing  the  d«  livery  of  Louisi- 
ani  to  ihe  French,  an  that  t'  e  report  current  in  ilic 
United  Stales,  and  elseA'here,  of  du^  existence  of  such 
an  order,  was  wholly  without  Ibundaiion;  since  there 
was  no  connexion  whatever  hetween  the  pretended 
o[)posi(ion  and  the  represemation  made  last  year,  hy 
the  Spanish  minister  to  the  government  of  the  United 
Slates,  on  the  defects  which  impaired  the  sale  of 
Louisiana,  by  France,  to  these  states,  in  which  he  had 
manifested  the  just  motives  of  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment, in  protesting  against  ttiat  alienation.  The 
Manjuis  added,  that  he  was  commanded  to  make  it 
known,  that  his  majesty  had  since  thought  it  proper 
to  renounce  his  protest,  notwithstanding  the  solid 
grounds  on  which  it  was  founded;  affording,  in  this 
way,  a  new  proof  of  his  benevolence  and  friendship 
for  the  United  States. 

The  president  ratified  a  convention  hetween  the 
United  States  and  Spain  on  the  llth  of  August,  1802, 
which  he  had  laid  before  the  Senate,  during  the  last 
session,  and  which  had  not  been  definitively  acted  on, 
when  that  body  adjourned. 

By  an  act  of  congress,  of  the  twenty  sixth  of  March, 
the  province  of  Louisiana  was  divided.  That  js^rt  of 
it^.  south  of  the  Mississippi  territory,  and  an  east  and 
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west  line,  bej;inning  on  the  river  Mississippi,  on  ihe 
thirty-ihird  ckgrte  of  northern  latitude,  was  ereried 
into  a  distinct  government,  denominated  the  territory 
ot'Orleuns:  and  the  other  was  annexed,  under  the 
name  of  the  district  of  Louisiana,  to  the  Indiana 
territory. 

'I'he  executive  powers  of  government,  in  the  terri- 
tory, were  vested  in  a  governor,  appointed  for  three 
years,  unless  sooner  removed,  by  the  presideiii  ol  i-.e 
United  States.  He  was  commander  in  chief  oi  the 
militia,  and  had  power  to  grant  pardon  for  o^ences 
against  the  territory,  and  reprieve,  as  to  those  against 
the  United  States,  till  the  pleasure  of  the  president 
was  known:  he  had  the  appointment  of  all  civil  and 
militaryofficers,except  those  forwhom  other  provisions 
were  made  by  the  act. 

A  secretary  of  the  territory  was  to  be  appointed, 
for  four  years,  unless  sooner  removed,  by  the  presi- 
dent. His  duty  was,  under  the  direction  of  the 
governor,  to  record  and  preserve  all  the  papers  and 
proceedings  of  the  executive,  and  the  acts  of  the 
legislature,  and  transmit  authentic  copies  of  the  whole, 
every  six  months,  to  the  president.  In  case  of  the 
vacancy  of  the  office  of  governor,  his  duties  devolved 
on  the  secretary. 

The  legislative  power  was  vested  in  the  governor, 
and  a  legislative  council,  composed  of  thirteen  free- 
holders of  the  territory,  having  resided  one  year 
therein,  and  holding  no  other  appointment  under  the 
territory  or  the  United  States.  The  territorial  legis- 
lature was  restricted  from  passing  laws,  repugnant  to 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  laying  any  re- 
straint, burden  or  disability,  on  account  of  religious 
opi-Mon,  profession,  or  worship,  preventing  any  one 
from  maintaining  his  own,  or  burdening  him  with 
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that  of  others:  from  the  primary  disposal  of  the  soil, 
or  taxing  the  lands  of  the  United  Slates.  The 
governor  was  charged  with  the  puhlication  of  the 
laws  and  the  transmission  of  copies  of  them  to  the 
presid«'rit,  for  the  informaifon  of  congress;  on  whose 
disapjirohaiion  they  were  to  be  void.  The  gov<;rnor 
had  (>ovvL'r  to  convene  and  prorogue  the  council. 

lie  was  to  procure  and  transmit  to  the  president, 
intbrmation  of  the  customs,  habits,  and  dispositions  of 
the  peojde. 

Tlie  judicial  powers  were  vested  in  a  superior  court, 
and  such  inferior  court  and  justices  of  the  peace,  as 
the  h'wisljjture  might  establish;  the  judges  and  justices 
of  the  f)ea<'e  holding  tht  ir  oiPices  during  four  years. 
The  superior  <;ourt  consisted  of  three  judges,  one  of 
whom  constituted  a  court.  It  had  jurisdiction  ol  all 
criminal  cases,  and  exclusively  of  capital  ones,  and 
original  aiid  app<3!late  jurisdiction  of  all  civil  cases  of 
the  value  of  one  hundred  dollars  and  upwards:  its 
sessions  were  monthly.  In  capital  cases,  the  trial  was 
to  be  by  jury:  in  all  oth(TS,  civil  or  criminal,  either 
party  might  require  it  to  be  so. 

Provision  was  made  for  the  writ  o^hnbeas  corpus^ 
admission  to  bail  in  cases  not  capital  and  against 
cruel  or  unusual  punishments. 

The  judges,  district  attorney,  marshal,  and  general 
officers  of  the  militia,  were  to  be  appointed  by  the 
president,  with  the  advice  and  conseiu  of  the  senate. 

The  compensation  of  the  governor  was  fixed  at  five 
thousand  dollars,  that  of  the  secretary  and  judges,  at 
two  thousand  each,  and  that  of  the  members  of  the 
legislative  council  at  four  dollars  a  day. 

The  importation  of  slaves  from  foreign  countries 
was  forbidden,  and  that  of  those  brought  from  the 
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United  States  was  allowed  only  to  citizens,  bona  fide 
owners,  removing  to  the  territory. 

All  grants  for  land  witliin  ilie  ceded  territories,  the 
tide  whereof  was  at  the  date  of  the  ireaty  of  San  Ilde- 
fonso,  in  the  crown,  govei'nment  or  nation  of  Spain, 
and  every  act  and  proceeding  subsequent  thereto, 
towards  the  obtaining  any  grant,  tide  or  claim  to  such 
lands,  were  declared  to  be  null  and  void.  There 
was  a  proviso,  excepting  Uie  titles  of  actual  settlers, 
acquired  before  the  twentieth  of  December,  1803. 
The  obvious  intention  of  this  clause  was  to  act  on  all 
grants  made  by  Spain,  after  her  retrocession  to  France, 
and  without  deciding  on  the  extent  of  that  retrocession, 
to  put  the  titles  thus  acquired,  under  the  control  of  the 
American  government. 

The  president  of  the  United  States  was  authorized 
to  appoint  registers  and  recorders  of  land  titles,  who 
were  to  receive  and  record  tides  acquired  under  the 
Spanish  and  French  governments,  and  commissioners 
who  should  receive  all  claims  to  lands,  and  hear  and 
determine,  in  a  summary  way,  all  matters  respecting 
such  claims.  Their  proceedings  were  to  be  reported 
to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  and  laid  before 
congress  for  their  final  decision. 

By  two  subsequent  acts,  congress  made  provision 
for  extending  the  collection  and  navigation  laws  of 
the  union  to  the  territory. 

Every  vessel  possessed  of,  or  sailing  under,a  Spanish 
or  French  register,  and  belonging  wholly,  on  the  twen- 
tieth of  December  last,  to  a  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
then  residing  within  the  ceded  territory,  or  to  any 
person  being,  on  the  thirtieth  of  April  preceding,  a 
resident  thereof,  and  continuing  to  reside  therein,  and 
of  which  the  master  was  such  a  citizen  or  resident, 
was  declared  capable  of  being  enrolled,  registered  or 
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licensed,  according  to  law,  and  afterwards  to  be  de- 
nominated and  deemed  a  vessel  of  the  United  States. 
Such  inhabitants  were,  however,  required  before  they 
availed  themselves  of  these  provisions,  to  take  an  oath 
of  allegiance  to  the  United  States,  and  to  abjure  their 
former  one  to  the  king  of  Spain,  or  the  French 
republic. 

The  inhabitants,  thus  taking  the  oath,  were  entided 
to  all  the  benefits  and  advantages  of  holding  vessels  of 
the  United  States,  as  resident  citizens. 

The  ceded  territory  and  all  the  navigable  waters, 
rivers,  creeks,  bays,  and  inlets,  within  the  United 
States,  emptying  themselves  into  the  gulf  of  Mexico, 
east  of  the  river  Mississippi,  were  annexed  to  the 
former  Mississippi  district. 

The  city  of  New  Orleans  was  made  a  port  of  entry 
and  delivery,  and  the  town  of  Bayou  St.  John  a  port  of 
delivery. 

The  district  of  Natchez  was  established,  of  which 
the  city  of  that  name  was  the  sole  port  of  entry  and 
delivery. 

Foreign  vessels  were  permitted  to  unload  in  the  port 
of  New  Orleans  only,  and  the  same  restraint  was  im- 
posed on  vessels  of  the  United  States,  coming  from 
France,  or  any  of  her  colonies. 

Vessels  from  the  cape  of  Good  Hope,  or  any  place 
beyond  it,  were  admitted  to  an  entry,  in  the  port  of 
New  Orleans,  only. 

The  president  of  the  United  States  was  authorized, 
whenever  he  should  deem  it  expedient,  to  erect  the 
shores,  waters  and  inlets,  of  the  bay  of  Mobile,  and  the 
other  rivers,  bays  and  creeks  emptying  themselves  into 
the  guif  of  Mexico,  east  of  the  river  Mobile  and  west 
of  the  river  Pascagoula,  into  a  separate  district,  and 
designate  within  it  a  port  of  entry  and  delivery.  The 
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territory  was  erected  into  a  judicial  district  of  tlie 
United  States,  and  a  district  court,  with  circuit  court 
powers,  was  established  therein. 

It  having  been  represented  to  the  President  of  tlio 
United  States,  that  many  persons,  formerly  engaged 
in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States,  and  hav- 
ing deserted  from  it,  had  become  inhabitants  of  die 
ceded  territory,  chiefly  in  that  part  of  it  iminediaUily 
below  the  line  of  demarcation,  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
Mississippi,  where  they  had  establishments  of  prop- 
erty and  families,  and  were  in  such  habits  of  in- 
dustry and  good  conduct,  as  gave  reasons  to  believe 
they  had  became  orderly  and  useful  members  of  soci- 
ety, he  granted  to  every  such  deserter,  as  an  inhabitant 
of  the  ceded  territory,  on  the  twentieth  of  December, 
1803,  a  free  and  full  pardon  for  his  desertion,  and  a 
relinquishment  of  die  term  during  which  he  was 
bound  to  serve. 

In  the  latter  part  of  that  month,  Liussat  sailed  to 
the  Jsland  of  Martinico.  He  concluded  his  last  com- 
munication to  the  minister  from  New-Orleans,  with 
the  following  observations:  "The  Americans  have 
given  tifteen  millions  of  dollars  for  Louisiana ;  they 
would  have  given  sixty,  rather  than  not  possess  it. — 
They  will  receive  one  million  of  dollars  for  duvies,  at 
the  custom  house  in  New-Orleans,  during  the  pre- 
sent year,  a  sum  exceeding  the  interest  of  their  mo- 
ney, without  taking  into  consideration  the  value  of  the 
very  great  quantity  of  vacant  lands.  As  to  the  twelve 
years,  during  which  our  vessels  are  to  be  received  on 
the  footing  of  national  ones,  they  present  but  an  illusive 
prospect,  considering  the  war,  and  the  impossibility 
of  our  being  able  to  enter  into  competition  with  their 
merchantmen.  Besides, all  will  in  a  short  time  turn  to 
the  advantage  of  EiigUsh  manufactures,  by  the  great 
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means,  this  place  will  exclusively  enjoy,  from  its  situ- 
ation, to  supply  the  Spanish  colonies,  as  iiir  as  the 
equator.  In  a  few  years,  the  country,  as  far  as  Hio 
Uravo,  will  be  in  a  state  of  cultivation.  New-Orleans 
will  then  have  a  po))ulation  of  from  thirty  to  fifty  thou- 
sand souls;  and  die  new  territory  will  produce  sugar 
enough  for  the  supfily  of  Nordi  America  and  part  of 
Europe;  let  us  not  dissimulate:  in  a  few  years  die 
existing  prejudices  will  be  worn  off,  the  inhabitants 
will  gradually  become  Americans,  by  the  iniroduc- 
don  of  native  Americans  and  Englishmen ;  a  system 
already  begun.  Many  of  the  present  inhabitants  will 
leave  the  country  in  disgust;  those  who  have  large 
fortunes  will  retire  to  the  mother  country;  a  great 
proporUon  will  remove  into  the  Spanish  settlements; 
and  the  remaining  few  will  be  lost  amidst  the  new 
comers.  Should  no  fortunate  amelioration  of  poliu- 
cal  events  intervene,  what  a  magnificent  Nouvclle 
France  have  we  lost!  The  crecles  and  French 
established  here  unite  in  favor  of  France,  and  can- 
not be  persuaded  that  the  convention  for  the  cession 
of  Louisiana  is  any  thing  but  a  polidcal  trick ;  they 
think,  that  it  will  return  under  the  dominion  of 
France." 

Wilkinson  sailed  to  New- York,  about  the  same 
lime,  leaving  the  command  of  the  few  companies  of 
the  regular  troops  in  the  district  to  Major  Porter:  a 
company  had  been  detached  to  Natchitoches,  under 
Captain  Turner;  there  was  a  smaller  command  at 
Point  Coupee;  the  rest  were  at  New-Orleans  and 
Fort  Adams. 

The  people  of  Louisiana,  especially  in  New-Or- 
leans, were  gready  dissatisfied  at  the  new  order  of 
things.  They  complained  that  the  person,  whom 
Congress  had  sent  to  preside  over  them,  was  an  ut- 
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ter  Stranger  to  their  laws,  manners  and  language,  and 
had  no  personal  interest  in  the  prosperity  of  the 
country — that  he  was  incessantly  surrounded  by  new 
comers  from  the  United  States,  to  whom  he  gave  a 
decided  preference  over  the  Creoles  and  European 
French,  in  the  distribution  of  offices — that  in  tho 
new  court  of  pleas,  most  of  the  judges  of  which  were 
ignorant  of  the  laws  and  language  of  the  country,  pro- 
ceedings were  carried  on  in  the  English  language, 
which  Claiborne  had  lately  attempted  to  introduce  in 
the  proceedings  of  the  municipal  body,  and  the  suitors 
were  in  an  equally  disadvantageous  situation,  in  the 
court  of  the  last  resort,  in  which  he  sat,  as  sole 
judge,  not  attended,  as  the  Spanish  governors  were, 
by  a  legal  adviser ;  that  the  errors  into  which  he  could 
not  help  falling,  were  without  redress.  They  urged 
that,  under  the  former  government,  an  appeal  lay  from 
the  governor's  decision  to  the  Captain  Gt?neral  of 
the  Island  of  Cuba,  from  thence  to  the  Royal  Audi- 
ence in  that  island,  and  in  many  cases  from  them  to 
the  council  of  the  Jndies  at  Madrid. 

To  these,  a  new  cause  of  complaint  was  superad- 
ded by  the  late  act  of  Congress,  establishing  the  new 
form  of  government.  The  people  murmured  at  the 
division  of  the  province,  which  put  otT,  to  an  almost 
indefinite  period,  their  admission  into  the  Union,  av 
an  independent  state.  They  saw  with  displeasure  thaf 
their  rights  continued, in  the  new  supreme  court,  at  the 
discretion  of  one  individual,  and  that  the  introduction 
of  slaves,  from  forei^jn  countries,  was  absolutely  pro- 
hibited, and  that  from  the  United  Slates  allowed  only 
to  new  comers. 

Considerabh^  distress  was  felt  from  the  great  scar- 
city of  a  circiulating  mrdium.  Silver  was  no  longer 
brought  from  Vera  Cruz  by  government,  and  the 


Itf04] 


THE  TWELFTH. 


241 


[1801 

guage,  and 
riiy   of  the 
Icci  by  new 
he  gave  a 
European 
hat  in  tho 
vhich  were 
ountvy,  pro- 
ti  language, 
ntroduce  in 
[1  the  suitors 
aiion,  in  the 
sat,  as   sole 
srnors  were, 
lich  he  could 
They  urged 
peal  lay  from 
General  of 
Royal  Audi- 
rotn  them  to 

,vas  superad- 
ling  the  new 
ured  at  thf 
to  an  almost 
le  Union,  as 
pleasure  that 
court,  at  the 
inirocluction 
solutely  pro- 
llowed  only 

great  scar- 
las  no  longer 
;nt,  and  thr 


Spaniards  were  not  very  anxious  to  redeem  a  large 
quantity  oi' liberanzas, or  certificates,  which  thry  had 
left  afloat  in  the  province,  and  which  were  grcaUy 
depreciated.  Claiborne  sought  a  remedy  lor  this  evil, 
in  the  establishment  of  the  Louisiana  Bank,  the  ex- 
tension of  the  capital  of  which,  was  allowed  to  two 
millions  of  dollars:  but  the  peo[)le  being  absolutely 
unacquainted  with  institutions  of  this  kind,  and  having 
suffered  a  great  deal  by  the  depreciation  of  paper 
securities,  hereiotore  emitted  in  the  provinre,  were 
tardy  in  according  their  confidence  to  the  bank. 

The  former  militia  was  completely  disorganised. — 
Most  of  the  individuals,  who  hud  lately  arrived  from 
the  United  States,  had  enrolled  themselves  in  inde- 
pendent companies  of  volunteers,  rarfgers,  riflemen, 
artillery  and  cavalry,  which  Claiborne  had  formed 
and  patronised.  These  military  associations,  in  which 
very  few  of  the  natives  entered,  gave  a  more  marked 
character  to  the  new  government,  and  more  distinctly 
drew  the  line  between  the  two  populations. 

The  exploring  of  the  region  between  the  Pacific 
Ocean  and  the  Mississippi  was  an  object,  in  which 
the  then  President  of  the  United  States,  had  feJt  an 
early  and  lively  interest.  While  he  was  at  the  court 
of  France,  about  twenty  years  before,  he  had  em- 
ployed a  countryman  of  his,  Linlyard,  the  famous  tra- 
veller, to  proceed  to  Kamschatka,  take  passage  in 
some  of  the  Russian  ships,  bound  to  Nootka  Sound, 
and,  landing  in  the  middle  states  of  the  Union,  to  seek 
his  way  to  them  by  land.  Passports  had  been  ob- 
tained from  the  Empress  of  Russia,  and  Ledyard  took 
his  winter  quarters,  within  twenty  miles  from  Kams- 
chatka. In  the  spring,  he  was  about  to  proceed, 
when  he  was  arrested  by  an  officer,  sent  after  him  by 
the  Empress,  whose  disposition  had  changed.    He 
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was  shut  lip  in  a  closo  carriage,  and  driven  with  jrroat 
rapidity  and  without  interruption,  till  he  was  Kit,  on 
the  frontiers  of  Poland  to  follow  the  route  his  incli- 
nation pointed  out.  He  took  that  of  Egypt,  with  die 
view  of  reachirg  the  sources  of  iht!  Nile,  and  died  at 
Cairo,  on  the  ISthofNovemher,  1788. 

In  the  year  1792,  Jefferson  proposed  to  the  Ame- 
rican Philosophical  Society,  a  suhscripiion  for  attain- 
ing  the  same  ohject,  in  the  opposite  direction;  funds 
were  raised  and  the  services  of  Michaux,  a  botanist, 
sent  by  the  Frencfi  government  to  the  United  States, 
were  engaged.  This  men  left  Philadelphia,  wiih  a 
single  companion,  to  avoid  existing  suspicion  among 
the  Indians:  but  he  had  scarcely  reached  Kentucky, 
when  he  was  overtaken  bv  an  order  of  the  French 
Minister  at  Philadelphia,  to  desist  from  his  under- 
taking and  pursue  his  botanical  inquiries  in  the  wes- 
tern states. 

In  1803,  the  act  of  Congress  for  establishing  trad- 
ing houses  wiUi  the  Indians,  being  about  to  expire, 
some  modifications  of  it  were  recommended  by  a 
confidential  message  of  the  President,  on  the  18th  of 
January,  with  an  extension  of  its  views  to  the  tribes 
on  the  Missouri.  In  order  to  pave  the  way  for  that 
purpose,  the  message  proposed  to  send  an  exploring 
party  to  trace  that  stream  to  its  source  across  the  high- 
lands, and  seek  a  water  communication  to  the  Pacific 
Ocean.  Congress  entered  into  the  views  of  the 
President,  and  an  appropriation  was  accordingly 
made. 

The  command  of  the  expedition  was  given  to  Mer- 
riwether  Lewis,  a  captain  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,  who  had  for  some  time  acted  as  private  secre- 
tary to  the  President  and,  who  being  desired  to  select 
the   officer  next   in  command,    made   choice    of 
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William  Clark,  a  brother  of  Colonel  Clark,  who,  we 
have  soon,  distinguished  himself  as  a  partizan  officer, 
on  the  1)  uiks  of  the  Mississippi  and  the  Wabash,  du- 
ring the  revolutionary  war.  Fourteen  soldiers,  some 
voiing  men  from  Kentucky,  two  French  boatmen,  a 
hunter,  and  a  negro  man  belonging  to  Captain  Lewis, 
with  the  two comm.Miders,  composed  the  party. 

Passports  were  obtained  from  the  Spanish,  French 
and  British  ministers  at  Washington  City. 

The  expedition  did  not  reach  St.  Louis,  until  De- 
cember; and  Delassus,  the  commandant  general 
then',  having  no  official  direction,  refused,  notwidi- 
standing  the  passport  of  the  minister  of  the  catholic 
king,  to  premit  an  armed  force  to  cross  his  domin- 
ions, in  that  part  of  America.  The  party,  therefore, 
wintered  on  the  left  side  of  the  Mississippi,  and  did 
not  set  off  till  the  fourteenth  of  May,  possession  of 
upper  Louisiana  having  then  been  taken  by  the  United 
States. 

In  the  meantime,  the  dissatisfaction  of  the  inhab- 
itants of  New-Orleans,  rose  to  such  a  degree,  that  a 
df^termination  was  taken,  by  a  few  individuals,  to  in- 
duce their  countrymen  to  solicit  relief  from  con- 
gress at  its  next  session  For  this  purpose  a  meeting 
of  the  most  influential  merchants  in  the  city  and 
planters  in  the  neighborhood  was  called  for  the  first 
of  June,  when  it  was  almost  unanimously  determined 
to  m  ike  application  to  congress  for  the  repeal  of  so 
much  of  their  late  act,  as  related  to  the  division  of 
the  ceded  territory  and  the  restrictions  on  the  impor- 
tation of  slaves,  and  to  require  the  immediate  ad- 
mission of  Louisiana  info  Uie  Union.  Jones,  Liv- 
ingston, Pitot  and  Petit  were  appointed  a  committee, 
charged  with  preparing  and  subm  tting  to  the  next 
meeting  the  draft  of  a  meraorial  to  congress. 
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They  made  their  report  to  a  much  more  numprous 
meeting  towards  the  heginnitig  of  July,  by  whom  it 
was  approved,  and  who  made  choice,  from  among 
themselves,  of  a  committee  of  twelve,  who  were 
chaii^cd  with  circulating  copies  of  the  memorial  in 
the  parishes,  and  ^procuring  the  signatures  of  the 
most  notable  inhaliitants,  and  to  collect  voluntary 
contributions  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  a  depu- 
tation to  be  sent  to  Washington  City  wi'h  the  memo- 
rial. Tkay  were  further  instructed  to  lay  before  a 
future  meeting  the  names  of  six  individuals,  out  of 
whom  there  were  to  be  chosen  for  the  deputation. 

At  this  last  meeting,  on  the  eighteenth,  Derbigny, 
Detrehan  and  Sauve  were  chosen,  and  they  set  out  in 
the  fall. 

We  have  seen,  in  the  preceding  volume,  that  on 
Great  Britain  liaving  obtained  possession  of  the  lef^. 
bank  of  the  Mississppi,  in  the  f  >rni"r  century,  there 
had  been  a  great  migration  thither,  from  her  colonies. 
It  had  since  increased  at  various  periods,  and  the 
Spanish  government,  in  Louisiana,  had  favored  it. 
Few  French  and  Spanish  families  had  come  to  set:le 
in  a  neighborhood  in  which  the  English  language 
alone  was  spoken.  An  annexation  to  the  United 
States  was  as  much  desired  by  the  inhabitants  of 
Thompson's  Creek.  Bsyou  Sarah  and  Baton  Rouge, 
as  a  continuation  of  the  government  of  the  French 
republic,  below  Manchac,  or  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
Mississippi  The  people,  immediately  b  low  the 
line  of  demarcation,  were  disappointed  at  the  omis- 
sion of  the  commisioners  of  the  United  States  to  in- 
sist on  receiving  possession  of  the  country,  as  far  as 
Mio  Perdido.  Tlie  late  acts  of  congress,  for  extend- 
ing the  collection  and  navigati«m  laws  of  the  United 
States,  having  made  provisi(ui  for  the  establishment 
of  a  port  of  entry  and  delivery  at  Mobile,  and  ports 
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of  delivery  in  its  vicinity,  had  satisfied  them,  that 
the  federal  government  consid«'rcd  the  country  they 
inhaltited,  as  part  of  the  territory  it  had  lately  ac- 
quired. A  considerable  nu;iiber  of  them  assembled 
and  d'termined  on  an  attempt  to  drive  the  Spanish 
garrison  from  the  fort  at  Baton  Kouge.  The  stand- 
ard of  revolt  was  raised,  and  a  number  of  men  armed 
themselves  and  rode  through  the  conntry,  in  vari- 
ous directions,  to  induce  others  to  join  them.  Tl.eir 
efl'orts  were  not  it  first  absolutely  unsuccessful,  and 
about  two  hundredmen  we  e  coll'cted;  bnt  some  mis- 
understanding having  taken  place  anung  the  princi- 
pal leaders,  the  project  miscarried,  and  the  latter 
crossed  the  line;  to  seek  a  refuge  in  the  Mississippi 
territory. 

The  government  lately  provided  for  the  territory 
of  Orleans,  went  into  operation  on  the  first  of  Octo- 
ber. 

Claiborne  had  been  appointed  governor,  and 
Brown,  secretary. 

Bellechasse,Borc,C'antrelle,  Clark,  Debuys,  Dow, 
Jones,  Kenner,  Mongan,  Foydras,  liomnu,  VVatkins, 
and  VVikoll',  had  been  selected  as  members  of  the 
legislative  council. 

1)u  ponceau,  Kirby  and  Pre  vest,  were  appointed 
judges  of  the  superior  court. 

Hall  was  the  district  judge  of  the  United  States ; 
Mahlon  Dickenson,  district  attorney,  and  Le Breton 
d'Orgeney,  Marshal 

Prevosi  opened  the  first  territorial  court,  alone,  on 
the  ninth  of  .November,  Dupon.  e  >u  having  declined 
his  appointment,  Kirby  having  died. 

Bore,  Bellechasse,  Jones  and  Clark,  having  taken 
an  active  part  in  the  meetings  of  the  inhabitants^ 
deemed  it  inconsistent  to  give  their  aid  to  a  form  of 
government,  against  which  they  had  remonstrated, 
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and  declinofl  accoptinu;  tlieir  sonts.  An  inclftTtiial 
alUMiipt  to  pi'oruir  a  qitoritni  wan  m  ulu  in  the  latlcr 
pnrl  oi'  N«»v('nil)ei' ;  mtmy  of  llic  oilier  iiieinlK'Tn  re- 
ln**ina;,  or  lu'inj;  tartly  in  itjiviii;;,  their  attcMHlanc?  :  so 
that  llie  fornnition  uf  the  lod^^la  ivc.  council  must  have 
boon  jirotractcd  to  a  very  ilistant  p  nod,  li.ifl  not 
Ciailiornn  availed  irunNcIf  of  an  accidental  circnin- 
stance.  The  christian  names  of  the  pcrMons  selctted 
by  the  president  not  heini;  known  at  the  department 
ut'smte,  blank  conimis'^ions  had  been  transmid'.'d  to 
Claiborne.  He  filled  those  f»r  the  four  ij;entl emeu 
w  ho  had  declined,  with  the  na'r>es  of  Dorciere,  Klood^ 
IVlatlier  and  Pollo(  k,  and  a  mere  quorum  was  ob- 
tained on  the  fourth  of  December 

The  territory  was  divided  into  twelve  co'inties,  in 
each  of  which  an  inferior  court  was  established,  rom- 
posed  of  one  judi;e.  Acts  were  passed,  to  rei;nlate 
the  practice  of  the  superior  an<l  inferior  ovcoiMity  courts. 
Suits  were  to  be  i'lstitutcd  by  a  petition,  in  the  fiuin 
of  abill  in(  ha.'cery.  The  definitionof  crimes  andmtKle 
of  prosecution  in  criminal  ca  es,  according  to  the  com- 
m  m  biw  <)f  En,ii;lafi  ,  were  adopted.  Provisidii  was 
miule  for  the  inspectioiiof  ilour,  poi  k  and  beef.  Char< 
ters  of  incHFjiorat  on  were  given  to  the  city  of  ew 
Orl  ans,  and  to  library, navigation  and  insurance  corn- 
pan  es  An  university  was  established,  which  was 
charged  with  locating  schools  in  each  county;  but  as 
no  appropriation  was  made,  nor  funds  provided,  for 
these  semin  ries,  the  views  of  the  legislature  were 
not  succe  sfully  carried  into  execution,  and  the  psan, 
in  a  few  years,  absolutely  failed. 

The  council  adjourned  in  February,  aftir  having 
appointed  a  committee  to  prepare  a  civil  and  a  cri- 
minal code,  with  the  a«isistance  of  two  professional 
men.  for  whose  remuneratiuu  five  thousand  dollars? 
dollars  were  appropriated. 
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The  bank  of  the  United  States,  liavire  procured 
an  aiiieiiduieut  to  their  charter,  to  authm/.i;  theui  tu 
esiablinh  ofliteH  of  diHcouiit  and  deposit  in  the  terri- 
tories, established  one  in  New  Orleans. 

"Ibis  winter,  William  Uuubar  and  Doctor  Hunter, 
with  a  party, employed  by  the  United  States,  explored 
the  country,  traversed  !>y  the  ri\er  V^  a  hita,  as  iii^h 
up  as  the  hot  springs,  in  the  vit  iuity  of  that  stream. 

Another  party,  led  l>y  a  Mr.  Krceman,  ascended 
lied  river,  to  a  cimsideraiile  distance  above  Natchi- 
toches ;  h\\i,  bein^  met  by  a  detachment  of  Spanish 
troops,  were  compelled  to  retroi^ade 

Prcvhuis  to  the  ac(pii->ilion  of  Louisiana,  the  minis- 
ters of  the  United  St.  tes  had  I.een  instructed  to 
endeav  ur  to  obtain  the  rMoriilas  from  Sp»iri.  After 
that  acquisition,  this  object  whs  still  pursued,  and 
the  fr  endly  aid  of  the  Kreuch  jj;overnment  towards 
this  attainment  w.!s  requested.  On  the  suj^gestion  of 
Talleyrand,  th- 1  the  time  was  unfavourable,  the  de- 
si^;n  was  suspended.  The  governmrnt  of  the  United 
States,  however,  soon  resumed  i!s  purpose:  the 
settlement  of  the  boundar  es  of  Louisiana  wus  blended 
with  the  purchase  of  l-'lnrida,  and  the  adjustment  of 
heavy  claims,  made  by  the  I  niteil  States,  for  Ameri- 
can property  condemned  in  th(>  ports  of  Spit  in,  during 
the  war  which  terrainateil  by  the  treaty  of  Amiens. 

On  his  way  to  Madrid,  Monroe,  who  was  empow- 
ered, in  conjunction  with  Finckmy,  the  American 
minister  at  the  court  of  his  catholic  mnjesty,  to  con- 
duct the  negotiation,  passed  through  Paris,  and 
addressed  a  letter  to  the  minister  of  external  relations, 
in  which  he  declared  the  objct  of  his  mission,  and 
his  views  respCvti  ig  tlie  boundaries  of  Louisiana  In 
his  answer  to  this  letter,  dated  the  twenty- first  of 
Dt^ember,  1801,  Talleyrand  dec  arcd  in  distinct 
terms,  that  by  the  treaty  of  Sau  Ideifonso,  Spain 
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I'ctroceded  (o  Fiance  no  part  of  the  territory  east  of 
Ihcrville,  which  had  bpcii  held  and  known  as  West 
Florida,  an«l  th  it,  in  all  the  nej;ocia{ions  between  the 
two  powers,  .Spain  had  cinitantl  ^  refused  to  cede  arty 
pan  of  the  Moridas,  even  from  tlie  Mis-^issippi  to  the 
JVJohile.  Ue  added,  that  lie  was  authorised  by  his 
imperial  mnjesty  to  say,  that  in  the  b^'^iiining  of  (he 
year  1802,  h«>ur  onville  had  been  charged  to  opeo  a 
negotiation,  for  the  acquisition  of  the  Floridas  ;  but 
this  pr.tj  ct  had  not  been  f  dlowed  by  a  treaty.  So  m 
after  Monroe's  arrival  at  his  place  of  destination,  the 
nef:;otiation  commenced  at  Aianjuez.  Every  «vordin 
that  article  ofthe  treaty  of  San  Idcfo'iso,  whidi  ret  o- 
ceded  I  onisiana  lo  Krance,  was  scanned  by  the 
ministers  on  b  'ii  sides,  with  all  the  critical  acumen, 
which  Clients  and  zeal  could  brins  into  their  service. 
Fvery  ai:i;nnieut  dr  »wn  from  coUatoral  circumstances, 
conu'  cted  with  the  su  j<'ct,  which  could  be  supposed 
to  elucida'e  it,  w.  exhausted  No  advance  towards 
an  arrani^ement  was  made,  and  the  negotiation  was 
terminated,  leaving  each  party  firm  in  its  original 
opinion  and  purpose;  each  persevered  in  maint.ining 
the  construction  with  wiiicii  he  had  commenced. 

Don  Dio  Premiro,  Bishop  of  Montelrey,  in  the 
proviii'  e  of  New  Leon,  whose  diocese  included,  be- 
sides that  province,  those  of  San  Andero,  Coaguiila, 
and  Texas,  being  on  a  pastoral  visit  to  Nagodoches, 
came  to  the  town  of  JNathitoches,  where  he  spent  a 
week.  He  was  treated  with  great  respect  by  the 
inhaliitants. 

The  de|)utation  from  the  territory  of  Orleans  was 
not  successful  in  their  application  to  congress:  that 
body  pass?,d  a  law,  on  the  second  of  March,  author- 
izing the  president  of  the  United  States  to  establish 
within  that  territory  a  government  similar  to  that  of 
♦he  Mississippi  territory,  in  conformity  with  the  or- 
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dinance  of  the  old  con2;rcss  in  1787,  except  so  far  as 
relates  to  tlie  <lescent  and  distribu'ion  of  the  estates  of 
persons  dyinj;  intestate. and  the  prohibiiiou  of  slavery. 
Provision  was  m  de  for  the  admission  of  the  inhabi- 
taDt«<  into  the  Union,  on  the  samefootini;  a-;  otherstii^es, 
as  soon  as  the  pc-pi  latiort  of  the  territory  amonnted  to 
sixty  ihousand  s  uls. 

The  bill  b  came  an  act,  in  the  shape  in  wliich  it 
was  intro(h]crd,  notwitl.sta'uliujii;  the  strtMUious  elVorts 
of  the  deputation  for  tlie  introduction  of  tliree  am<  nd- 
nients,  to  whi(  h  they  attached  ^refit  importanc*'.  The 
first  was,  that  liie  governor  slmuhl  be  ( hosen  by  the 
president  of  tMe  Uni'ed  States,  o  -t  of  two  iirlivi- 
duals,  ^elected  by  titc  peoj.le :  the  set  ond,  that  an 
equity  jurisdiction  should  be  given  to  the  superior 
court:  the  last,  a  clause  allowing  the  inhal)itants 
permission  to  purchase  slaves  in  the  United  States. 

An  act  was  also  passed  f  r  the  confirmation  of  in- 
choate tides  to  land,  and  f<>r  grants  to  occupants  of 
tracts,  cultivated  before  the  20tli  of  D  cember,  1803, 
with  the  permission  of  the  local  authorities. 

The  ieu,islative  council  held  its  ses^ituis  in  New- 
Orleans,  on  the  tweniieth  of  June.  Annual  sessions 
of  the  superior  court  were  directt^l  to  be  holden  in 
each  county,  except  Concordia  and  Washita.  Pro- 
vision wan  made  for  the  relief  of  insolvent  debtors, 
and  the  improvement  of  the  inland  navigation.  A 
curt  of  probates  was  established.  The  council  ad- 
journed early  in  July 

Towards  the  raiildle  of  the  following  month,  Lieu- 
ten  nt  Pike,  set  out  from  St.  Louis,  on  an  explor- 
ing psrty  to  the  sources  of  the  Mississippi,  in  a  large 
keel  boat.  He  had  with  him  a  seijeant,  two  coriK)- 
rals  and  seventeen  privates. 

Burr,  the  late  Vice  President  of  the  United  States, 
iliis  vear  made  au  excursion  in  the  western  states. 
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The  expi'dition,  under  the  orders  of  Capt.  Lewis, 
readied  the  extreme  navii^ahle  point  on  the  Missouri, 
on  the  seventeenth  of  Aui;ust,  in  latitud**  43,  20.  at 
the  distance,  accor-'ins;  to  his  computation,  of  (wo 
thousand  five  hundred  and  scventytive  miles  from 
the  Mississippi.  On  the  twenty-sixth,  they  hegaii 
tlieir  march,  an<l  r  ached  Klat  river,  a  stream  flow- 
ing; into  the  Columbia  river,  at  the  distance  of  three 
hundred  aud  f»  rty  miles  from  the  spot,  on  which  they 
had  landed  on  the  Missouri  The  gap  of  the  Kocky 
Mountains,  which  they  crossed,  was  at  tho  distance 
of  sixty -eight  miles  from  the  M  ss(mri.  Their  route 
was,  for  one  hundred  and  forty  miles,  over  iiigh 
mountains,  nearly  h  ilf  ttf  wliich  wrre  co  ered  with 
snow,  eight  or  ten  feet  deep;  iu  the  latter  part  of  the 
way,  th    route  was  V'.ry  (ine. 

At  the  dist  nee  of  four  hundred  aiul  sixty-two 
miles  from  the  place,  v,  here  tliey  embarked,  tiie  (ide 
became  sensible,  and  one  hundred  and  seventy -« ight 
miles  further,  they  readied  thu'  Ocean,  on  the  seventh 
of  November,  in  Istitude  16,  15.  and  longitude  121, 
57,  from  (xreenock,  and  at  tiie  distance,  ace :»rding  to 
their  computation,  of  t  iree  thousand  five  hundred  aud 
fifty-four  miles  from  the  Vfississippi. 

The  width  of  ColuraI>ia  river  was,  at  its  month, 
one  hundred  and  liftv  yards;  its  utmost  five  hundred, 
and  its  least  eighteen . 

The  officers  of  Spain  had  protricted  their  stay, 
in  New-Orleans,  for  several  mo'ilhs,  beyt»nd  the 
time  limited  by  tlie  treaty,  until  the  American  govern- 
ment, distrustful  of  such  anunr  ason  >ble  delay,  had 
actually  forced  th  ir  departure;  the  Marquis  de 
Casa  Calvo,  did  not  depart  till  the  ^uramer.  when  he 
made  uu  excursim  through  the  provinces  of  Spain, 
in  the  neighborliood  of  the  United  States,  as  far  as 
tjhihuahua.     After    their   departure,   the   Spanish 
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troops  which   had  remained  in  New-Orleans,  left  it 
for  Pensacola. 

By  a  Pope's  hull  of  the  first  of  Septemlor,  the 
spiritual  adininistration  of  the  diocess  of  Louisiana, 
was  committed  to  bishop  Carrol  of  Baltimore. 

The  few  Spaniards,  tliat  reniainctl  in  the  territory 
and  many  of  the  Creoles,  were  nuvvilling  to  belie vo 
the  c«nititry  w:»s  really  lost  to  its  former  master,  and 
the  opiiiiaa  was  cherished  among  them,  tiiat  the 
U.iited  States  held  Louisiana,  in  (rust,  during  the 
WW.  On  til '  east  ?nid  the  west,  the  Spaniards  were 
stiP  in  great  nlalive  force.  Many  parties  were  hov- 
ering on  tiie  frontiers,  provoking  vexatious  contests 
about  limits,  occa  ionally  violating,  with  armed  force, 
and  even  with  outrage,  the  unequivocal  and  undis- 
turbed territories  of  the  Union. 

Jn  the  nigiit  of  the  twtMity-third  of  Septemljer,  a 
party  of  armed  me  >  from  Baton  llo'.ige  came  to 
Pinckneyville,  in  the  Mississippi  territory,  and  forcibly 
seized  three  brothers  of  t!:e  n.ime  of  Kemper,  vvh(», 
having  taken  an  active  part  in  the  iusuirection  at. 
Bavou  Sarah,  i  i  the  precedino;  vear,  had  so  iu;ht  re- 
refuge  beyond  the  lino  of  demarcation.  Tiie  party 
returned  with  their  prisoners,  as  fir  as  Hayou  Tu- 
nica, where,  after  much  ill  treatment,  they  were  jmt 
on  board  of  a  boat  for  Baton  lionge  As  they  came 
to  a  part  of  the  river  wiiere  it  makes  a  la  ge  bend, 
they  were  discovered  by  a  negro  man.  who  crossing 
a  narrow  neck,  reurjicd  Point  Coupee,  whore  he 
gave  information  to  [iiontonmt  Wilson  orihcartillory, 
who  without  loss  of  ti  n^  in  iiinod  a  ho  it,  and  soon  nffer 
met  die  one,  in  which  ibe  Konipors  were,  ho  made 
himself  master  of  and  broniiiit  Ikm*  to  F'oiiit  Conpoo, 
where  diey  were  liberated,  and  their  captors  lodged 
in  prison. 
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On  the  Mobile,  the  American  trade  was  incessant- 
ly liarrassed  with  searches  and  obstructions,  and  at 
times,  subjected  to  heavy  exactions. 

From  Nacogdoches,  the  American  settlements,  near 
the  Sabine  and  on  Red  River,  were  occasionally  me- 
naced and  disturbed.  From  the  Sabine  to  New-Or- 
leans, the  country  was  absolutely  open  to  an  invader- 
There  was  but  on(!  place  of  strength,  bolides  New- 
Orleans;  Baton  Rouge  in  a  settlement,  still  occu|Hed 
by  the  Spaniards,  although  within  the  territory  claim- 
ed by  the  United  States. 

By  a  treaty  concluded  at  Tellico,  on  the  seventh 
of  October,  the  Cherokee  Indians  agreed  that,  as  the 
mail  of  the  United  States  was  ordered  to  be  carried 
from  Knoxville  to  New-Orleans  through  the  Chero- 
Ivce,  Choctaw  and  Creek  countries,  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States  should  have,  as  far  as  it  goes  through 
their  country,  the  free  and  unmolested  use  of  a  road 
leading  from  Tellico  to  Tombigbee. 

By  a  convention  between  the  United  Slates  and  the 
Creeks,  at  Washington  City,  on  the  fourteenth  of  No- 
vember, these  Indians  agreed  that  the  United  States 
should  forever  thereafter  have  a  right  to  a  horse  path 
through  the  Creek  country,  from  the  Ocmulgee  to  the 
Mobile  river,  and  their  citizens  should,  at  all  times, 
have  a  right  to  pass  peaceably  on  said  path.  The 
Indians  promised  to  have  boats  kept  at  the  several 
creeks  for  the  transportation  of  travellers,  their  horses 
and  baggage,  and  houses  of  entertainment,  at  suitable 
places  along  said  path,  for  the  entertainment  of  tra- 
vellers. 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 

^Yeiv  form  of  government. — Officers. — Meeting  of  the 
house  of  representatives. — Bishop  of  Baltimore. — 
Vicar  general. — Return  of  the  Marquis  ofCasa  Calvo. 
— Eticroachment  of  the  Spaniards  in  the  ivest. — 
Major  Porter. —  Don  Simon  de  Cordero. — Don 
Antonio  dc  Herrera. — First  territorial  legislature.^ 
under  the  new  governmnit. — Secretary  at  ivar's 
orders  to  Wilkinson. — Pike\s  expedition  tip  the 
Missouri  — CAaihorne    goes     to    JVulchitoches. — His 

conimuniiotion     to     Herrera. Cushing     sent      to 

JVatchitoches. —  Wilkinson  arrives  there. — His  com- 
municrdion  to  Cordero. — First  rumours  of  Bvrr''s 
movements. —  Wilkinson  marches  towards  the  Sabine. — ■ 
7%«  president  sends  a  confidential  agent  to  the  western 
states. — Proclamation* — Wilkinson  enters  into  arrange- 
ments tvith  Cordero  and  Herrera,  and  sends  the  troops 
to  JVew-Orkans. — He  proceeds  to  JYatchez. —  Burling 
sent  to  Mexico. —  Wilkinson  g^jcs  down  to  JVew 
Orleans. — He  fort  if  es  that  city. — Sends  an  officer  to 
Jamaica. — Meeting  of  the  merchants. — Arrest  of 
Bollman,  Swartout  and  Ogden. —  Writs  of  habeas 
corpus. —  The  prisoners  shipped  to  the  United  States. — 
Judge  Workman. — Second  session  of  tht  legislature. — 
Arrest  of  Adair,  Workman,  Kerr,  and  Bradford, — 
Burr  arrested  at  JVatchez,  is  bound  over,  escapes  and 
is  retaken. — Burling  returns  from  Mexico  and  Swann 
from  Jamaica, 

THE  new  form  of  government,  provided  by  the 
late  act  of  congress  for  the  territory  of  Orleans,  differ- 
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c(l  principally  from  tlic  former,  in  the  election  of  the 
house  of  representatives  immediately,  and  a  legislative 
council  mediately,  by  the  people. 

The  governor,  secretary  and  judges  of  ihe  superior 
courts  were  to  he  appointed  hy  the  president  of  the 
United  Slates,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
senate;  the  first  of  these  olficers  for  three,  and  the 
second  for  four  years,  unless  sooner  removed  hy  tho 
president  of  the  United  States.  The  judges  held  their 
oiiices  during  good  behaviour. 

The  legislative  council  was  composed  of  five,  and 
the  house  of  representatives  of  iweniy-five  members. 

The  members  of  the  legislative  council  were  chosen 
by  the  president,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
senate,  out  often  individuals,  selected  hy  the  house  of 
representatives  of  the  territory.  Their  jieriod  of  ser- 
vice was  live  years,  unless  sooner  removed  by  the 
president  of  the  United  States.  The  only  (jualifica- 
tion  required  from  them  was  a  freehold  estate,  in  live 
hundred  acres  of  land. 

The  members  of  the  house  of  representatives  were 
elected  for  two  years.  Citizenship  of  one  of  die 
United  Slates  for  three  vears,  and  a  residence  in  the 
territory,  or  diree  years  residence  in  the  territory, 
were  required  from  the  elected,  and,  in  either  case,  a 
fee  simple  estate  in  two  hundred  acres  of  land.  The 
qualifications  of  the  electors,  were  citizenship  of  the 
United  States,  and  a  residence  in  the  territory,  or  two 
years  residence  in  the  territory. 

The  salaries  of  the  otficers  above  mentioned  were 
the  sam(!  as  undor  the  preceding  form  of  government. 

All  other  officers  were  to   be  appointed  by  the 


governor. 


The  act  of  congress  had  a  bill  of  rights. 

The  people  of  Louisiana  complained,  that  in  ilu^ 
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form,  as  in  the  precedin;?,  their  lives  and  property 
were,  in  hohk?  degree,  at  die  disposal  of  a  sin'»le  indi- 
vidual, from  whose  decision  there  was  no  ap|)eal  ;  the 
law  declaring  any  one  of  the  judges  of  the  superior 
court  a  qiinrmn. 

Claiborne  had  been  appointed  governor,  Graham 
secretary,  and  Prevost,  Sprigg  and  Mathews  judges  of 
the  superior  court. 

The  house  of  representatives  met  on  the  fourth  of 
November,  for  the  purpose  of  nominating  to  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  ten  individuals,  out  of 
whom  he  was  to  choose  a  lesfislative  council.  Their 
choice  fell  on  IJellcchasse,  Bouligny,  the  chevalier 
d'Ennemours,  Derbigny,  Destrehan,  Gurley,  Jones, 
Macarty,  Sauve,  and  Villere. 

The  bishop  of  Balinnore  made  choice,  on  the 
twenty-ninthof  December,  of  Olivier,  the  chaplain  of 
the  nunnery  in  New-Orleans,  for  his  vicar  general  in 
the  territory. 

The  marquis  de  Casa  Calvo  reached  Natchitoches, 
on  his  return  from  the  neighboring  Spanish  provinces, 
on  the  first  day  of  the  new  year.  He  was  visited  by  ma- 
jor Porter,  who  commanded  die  small  garrison  at  that 
post,and  byhisofficers;  but  he  wasnot  permitted  to  enter 
the  fort.  He  tarried  but  three  days,  and  proceeded  tu 
Pensacola,  by  the  way  of  Baton  Rouge. 

A  short  time  afterwards,  a  small  detachment  from 
the  garrison  of  Nacogdoches  came  to  establish  a  new 
post,  at  the  Adayes,  on  the  road  from  Nacogdoches  to 
Natchitoches,  within  fourteen  miles  from  the  latter 
place:  and  accounts  were  received,  that  don  Antonio 
Cordero^  governor  of  the  province  of  Texas,  had 
marched  from  San  Antonio,  with  a  body  of  six  hun- 
dred regulars,  some  militia,  a  few  Indians  and  a  con- 
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t-idcrable  number  of  horses,  mules  and  cattle.  He 
hail  slopped  on  tlie  banks  of  the  river  Trinity,  wliere 
he  had  been  joined  by  don  Simon  Herrera,  the  com- 
mandant of  Montelrey,  in  the  province  of  New  Leon, 
who  had  been  sent  with  a  reinforcement  by  don 
Nemesio  Salccdo,  the  captain  general  of  U»e  internal 
provinces. 

Porter  received,  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  January, 
orders  from  the  department  of  war,  to  require  from 
the  commanding  oflicer  at  Nacogdoch<  s,  assurance 
that  tiiore  should  be  no  further  inrouds,  nor  acts  of 
violence,  committed  by  tlic  forces  of  Spain,  on  the 
eastern  side  of  the  river  Sabine,  and  in  case  the  assu- 
rance was  refused  or  disregarded,  to  be  on  the  alert 
for  the  protection  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
pursuing  tin  ir  lawful  concerns,  westward  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, flc  was  instructed  to  send  patrols  du'ough 
the  counlrN ,  eastward  of  the  Sabine,  which  was  con- 
sidered as  part  of  the  territory  of  the  United  States, 
especially,  when  armed  men,  not  under  the  authority 
of  die  United  States,  attempted  to  cross  that  stream: 
to  repel  invasion,  by  pursuing  and  arresting  invaders; 
avoiding,  however,  die  spilling  of  blood,  when  this 
could  be  done  without  it.  lie  was  directed  to  deliver 
any  Sj)anish  subject,  thus  arrested,  to  the  commanding 
ofticer,  at  Nacogdoches,  if  he  would  give  assurances 
to  have  them  punished,  b»H,  otherwise,  to  deal  with 
them  as  Claiborne  would  advise.  It  was  recommend- 
ed to  him,  in  patrolling  the  country  around  the  setde- 
ment  of  Bayou  Pierre,  which  was  within  the  territory 
of  the  United  States,  but  of  which  no  possession  had 
yet  been  taken,  not  to  disturb  die  inhabitants,  unless 
an  aggression  made  it  necessary  to  take  possession  of 
the  setdcmcnt  and  send  the  garrison  to  Nacogdoches. 
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In  case  the  commandant  of  the  latter  post  gave  the 
assurance  re(|uired  from  liim,  any  peacealjle  inter- 
course between  it  and  the  settlement  on  Uayoii  Pierre 
was  not  to  he  objected  to;  but  if  the  assurance  was 
refuse*!,  all  intercourse  between  the  two  places  was  to 
be  prohibited. 

Porter,  accordingly,  sent  lieutenant  Piaif,  with  a 
correspond injj;  message  to  Nacogdociics.  Don  Se- 
bastian Rodriguez,  to  whom  it  was  delivered,  answer- 
ed that  no  encroachmeiu  had  been  iiUended,  nor  any 
violence  offered,  by  any  part  of  his  garrison,  except 
so  far  as  was  necessary  to  prevent  a  contraband  trade 
and  the  exportation  of  horses.  He  added,  duty  for- 
bade him  to  give  the  assurance  required,  and  he  had 
ordered  his  parties  to  patrol  as  far  as  arrojo  hondo. 

On  Piatt's  return,  Porter  sent  captain  Turner, 
with  sixty  men,  to  remove  the  Spanish  force  from  the 
post  they  had  lately  occupied  at  the  Adayes,  near 
Natchitoches.  Tiiis  was  effected  without  dilhcuhy,  on 
the  fifth  of  February,  and  Turner  went  to  patrol  the 
country,  as  far  as  the  Sabine. 

In  the  meanwhile,  don  Sebastian  had  sent  an  officer 
of  his  garrison  to  the  settlement  of  Bayou  Pierre,  to 
remind  the  inhabitants  of  the  alleoiance  ihev  owed 
to  the  catholic  king,  and  the  obligation  they  were 
under  to  join  his  standard,  whenever  called  upon  by 
any  of  his  officers.  He  gave  them  assurances,  that 
Red  river  would  soon  be  the  boundary  between  the 
territory  of  Spain  and  that  of  thr  United  States. 

Cordero  had  sent  a  largo  reinforcement  to  JXacog- 
doches:  Porter  had  not  two  hundred  men,  under  his 
orders,  on  lUd  river.  In  a  letter  to  th'  secM'elary  of 
w^ar,  of  the  fifteenth  of  February,  he  stated  the  great 
disaffection  of  the  people  around  him:  nineteen  of 
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whom,  out  ot*  twenty,  prcfirrrd  ilir-  trovrrtimcnt  of 
Spain  to  llialof  the  IJnitfil  Siatrs.  ilc  auiil)ui«'«)  this 
disposition  to  ihointrigncs  of  iho  tnanpiis  dv  (  asa 
Calvo,  who  had  assurid  die;  inliahiuinis,  on  his  way, 
dial  die  period  was  not  very  distant,  when  his  sove- 
reign vvoidd  resume  possession  of  the  roimtry. 

Tlic  first  territorial  U'gislature,  under  ihe  new  form 
of  government,  met  in  New-Orhaiis,  on  the  \\\a  nty- 
fifth  of  January:  the  mcndiersof  the  h'gishitive  coun- 
cil, cappcMuted  hy  the  president  of  the  United  States, 
were  i5ellechasse,  Destreliun,  3lacarty,  Sauve  and 
Jones. 

The  session  lasted  for  upwards  of  five  months. 
Among  the  most  important  acts  is  a  hiack  code,  or 
statute  regulating  the  police  of  slaves.  J'rovision  was 
made  for  estahlishing  schools  in  the  several  counties, 
for  regulating  the  rights  and  duties  of  masu-rs,  appren- 
tices and  ind(mted  servants,  and  for  the  improvement 
of  the  navigation  of  the  canal  of  Lafourclie  and  the 
bayou  Plafjuemincs. 

Tiie  attempt  of  die  former  legislative  council  to  pro- 
cure a  civil  and  criminal  code  ll)r  the  territory,  having 
failed,  two  professional  gentlemen  were  employed  to 
prepare  a  civil  code,  and  directed  to  take  the  ibrmer 
laws  of  die  country  as  the  basis  of  their  work. 

The  assemblage  of  several  bodies  of  Spanish  troops 
on  die  eastern  boundary  of  the  province  of  Texas, 
rendering  die  reinforcement  of  the  military  posts,  iti 
the  lower  part  of  the  Mississippi  necessary,  ord^Ts 
had  been  transmitted  from  the  department  of  war,  cs 
early  as  the  fourth  of  Marcli,  to  Wilkinson,  who  was 
then  at  St.  Louis,  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements 
for  die  ivinoval  of  all  the  troops  in  his  neighiiourhood, 
(except  one  company)  to  fort  Adams:  and  four  days 
aHcr  he  was  directed  to  order  colonel  Cushing,  witli 
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throo  compTnios,  and  four  field  pieces,  to  proceed  to 
Natrhitoches,  without  stopping  at  iort  Adams,  and  to 
send  the  rest  of  the  forctss  <lown  the  river,  under  the 
orders  of  heutenant  colonel  Kingshury.  On  the  sixtli 
of  May,  Wilkinson  received  orders  to  repair  to  Uie 
territory  of  Orleans,  or  its  vicinity,  take  the  coni- 
ninnd  of  die  regular  forces  in  that(|nurier,  andof  such 
volunteer  hodies  and  militia  as  might  turn  out  for  the 
defence  of  the  eountry,and,hy  all  means  in  his  power, 
io  rep('l  any  invasion  of  the  territory  of  the  United 
{States. 

'I'iie  secretary  of  war  recommended, that  the  earliest 
opportunities  should  he  taken  to  give  to  the  governors 
of  the  provinces  of  Texas  and  VVest  Florida,  a  clear 
view  of  the  principles  on  which  the  goverimient  of  the 
United  States  was  acting,  viz:  that,  while  negociations 
were  pending,  the  military  posts  of  neither  party 
should  h(>  advanced:  Uiat  whatever  opinion  might  he 
entertained  with  regard  to  Uiehoundaries  of  Louisiana, 
no  military  measure  should  be  pursued  on  eidier  side; 
and  it  might  he  depended  upon,  that  none  would  he 
resorted  to,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  unless 
ilie  oilicers  of  the  CaUioiic  king  should  attempt  a 
change  in  the  existing  order  of  things:  that  die  actual 
quiet  possession  hy  the  United  States  of  the  country, 
cast  of  the  Sabine,  should  he  insisted  upon,  (widi  die 
trifling  exception  of  the  sctdement  of  Bayou  Pierre): 
and  any  attempt,  on  the  part  of  Spain  to  occupy  any 
new  post  east  of  the  Sabine,  would  be  viewed  by  the 
United  States,  as  an  invasion  of  their  territorial  rights, 
and  resisted  as  such. 

Measures  were,  at  the  same  time,  taken  by  die  de- 
partment of  war  for  erecting  fortifications,  at  New- 
Orleans  and  near  it.     Nine  gunboats  were  sent  tx)  the 
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Mississippi,  and  a  considerable  number  of  recruits 
were  sent  down  the  Ohio,  and  by  sea,  to  fill  the. 
companies  in  that  quarter. 

Cushing  reached  Natchitoches  on  the  first  of  June. 

The  attention  of  government  was  not,  however,  en- 
grossed by  these  mihtary  preparations.  Lieutenant 
Pike  was  sent,  towards  the  middle  of  July,  up  the 
Missouri,  with  lieutenant  Wilkinson,  a  son  of  the 
general,  a  surgeon,  a  sergeant,  two  corporals,  six- 
teen privates  and  an  interpreter.  The  object  of  this 
expedition  was  to  escort  several  chiefs  of  the  Osage 
and  Pawnee  nations,  who,  with  a  number  of  women 
and  children,  were  returning  from  a  visit  to  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  with  their  presents  and 
baggage.  These  Jndiais,  fifty-one  in  number,  had 
been  redeemed  from  captivity  among  the  Potoniato- 
mies,  and  were  to  be  restored  to  their  friends  at  the 
Osage  towns. 

Although  the  escorting  of  these  Indians  was  the 
first  object  to  which  Pike's  attention  was  directed,  it 
was  not  the  principal  one:  it  was  next  to  be  turned  to 
the  accomplishment  of  a  permanent  peace  between 
the  Osages  and  Kanses:  a  third  object  was  his  effect- 
ing an  interview  with  the  Yanetons,  Tetans  and 
Comanches,  in  order  to  establish  a  good  understand- 
ing among  these  tribes. 

it  being  an  object  of  much  interest  with  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  ascertain  the  direction, 
extension  and  navigation  of  the  Arkansas  and  Red 
rivers,  Pike  was  instructed  to  go  to  the  head  of  these 
streams,  and  to  detach  a  paity,  with  a  few  Indians,  to 
descend  the  first  stream,  to  take  the  courses  and 
distances,  observe  the  soil,  tribes,  &c.  and  note  the 
creeks  or  bayous  falling  into  the  river;  this  party  was, 
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on  reaching  the  Mississippi,  to  make  the  best  of  its 
way  to  Ibrt  Adams  and  wait  for  further  orders. 

Pike  was  next  to  proceed  with  the  rest  of  the  party 
to  the  head  of  Red  river,  making  particuhir  remarks 
on  the  geographical  structure,  natural  history  and 
population  of  the  country:  he  was  furnished  with 
instruments  to  ascertain  the  variation  of  the  magnetic 
needle  and  the  latitude  of  every  remarkable  point: 
to  observe  the  eclipses  of  Jupiter's  satellites,  and  the 
periods  of  immersions  and  emersions,  in  order  that, 
afterwards,  by  a  resort  to  particular  tables,  the  longi- 
tude of  the  places  of  observation  might  be  ascertained. 
He  was  directed  to  descend  Red  river  to  Natchitoches. 

On  the  rise  of  the  legislature,  Claiborne  had  ordered 
parts  of  the  militia  of  the  couniics  of  Opelousas  and 
Rapides,  to  Natchitoches.  On  his  arrival  at  the  latter 
place,  towards  the  end  of  August,  he  found,  that  the 
Spanish  force,  on  the  eastern  boundary  of  the  province 
of  Texas,  was  divided  into  two  main  bodies:  Cordero 
was  at  Nacogdoches,  with  the  one,  the  other  was 
encamped  on  the  western  bank  of  the  Sabine,  under 
Herrera.  He  was  informed  that,  an  armed  Spanish 
party  had  lately  gone  to  the  Caddo  village,  within  the 
territory  of  the  IJnited  States,  in  which  that  flag  was 
displayed,  and  had  cut  down  its  staff,  menacing  the 
peace  and  tranquility  of  these  Indians,  in  case  they 
persisted  in  acknowledging  any  dependence  on  the 
government  of  the  United  States,  or  in  keeping  up  an 
intercourse  with  thfir  citizens:  that  three  of  tht;  latter^ 
Shaw,  Irwin  and  Brewster,  had  been  apprehended  by 
a  Spanish  patrol,  within  twelve  miles  of  Natchi- 
toches, arid  forcibly  carried  to  Nacogdoches;  and 
that  several  slaves,  the  property  of  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  had  escaped  from  the  service  of  their 
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masters  to  the  latter  place,  where  they  had  found  an 
asylum. 

On  the  twenty-sixth,  he  despatched  Hopkins,  the 
adjutant  general  of  the  territory  of  Orleans,  to  Herre- 
ra,  to  make  representations  to  that  officer,  of  the  insults 
offered  to  the  government  of  the  United  States  last 
winter,  by  a  Spanish  patrol,  who  had  compelled  the 
exploring  party  under  Freeman,  who  was  ascending 
Red  River,  to  retrogade,  and,  also,  in  relation  to  the 
recent  outrages.     Herreru  informed  Claiborne  that 
he  had  transmitted  his  communication  to  Salcedo,  the 
captain  general — that  the  exploring  party  had,  as- 
cended Red  River  far  above  the  limits  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  officer  who  commanded  the  patrol,  that 
met  him,  had  discharged  his  duty  in  insisting  on  the 
party's  descending  the  river,  till   they  reached  the 
boundary  line — that  the  Caddo  village  was  within  the 
acknowledged  territory  of  Spain,  and   these  Indians 
h£jd  been  notified  that,  if  they  chose  to  live  under  the 
protection  of  the  United  States,  they  should  remove 
to  some  part  of  the  territory  of  their  new  friends,  and, 
if  they  chose  to  continue  to  dwell  in  their  village,  they 
should  take  down   the  flag  of  the  United  States — 
that  having  chosen  the  last  alternative,  iind  being 
more  tardy  in  lowering  the  flag,  than  appeared  reason- 
able, it  had  been  done  by  the  Spaniards — that  Shaw 
and  his  companions  were  found  twice,  on  different 
days,  observing  the  position  and  movements  of  the 
troops  under  Herrera,  and  did  not  agree  in  the  mo-^ 
tives  assigned  by  them  for  encroaching  on  the  king's 
dominions,  and  Anally  avowed  their  intention  of  set- 
tling in  the  province;  whereupon  they  had  been  sent 
under  an  escort  to  San  Antonio — Anally,  that  the  de- 
tention of  a  number  of  slaves  from  Louisiana,  at  Na- 
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cogdocbes,  was  a  matter  now  under  the  consideration 
of  the  captain  general. 

Wilkinson  reached  Natchez  on  the  sixth  of  Sep- 
tember. At  this  place,  he  made  arrangements  with 
the  executive  of  the  Mississippi  territory,  for  holding 
its  militia  in  readiness.  He  sent  an  order  to  New- 
Orleans  for  stationing  four  galleys  on  Lake  Ponchar- 
train  and  the  rigolets,  and  Tor  reinforcing  the  detach- 
ment of  Point  Coupee  to  seventy-five  men ;  a  number 
which  he  deemed  sufficient,  with  some  militia,  to  take 
Grand  pre  and  his  garrison,  at  Baton  Rouge,  on  this 
first  order;  and  he  instructed  the  commanding  officer 
on  the  Tombigbee  to  prepare  with  his  garrison,  and 
two  hundred  militia,  to  invest  Mobile,  while  another 
body  of  militia  should  be  sent  to  make  a  feint  on  Pen- 
sacola,  in  order  to  prevent  succour  being  sent  from 
thence  to  Mobile. 

Claiborne  had  been  desirous  of  making  an  imme- 
diate attack  on  ITerrera's  camp ;  but  the  force  he  could 
command  was  insufficient,  and  the  officer  who  com- 
manded the  garrison,  hud  orders  to  avoid  a  resort  to 
offensive  measures  tdl  the  arrival  of  the  general.  The 
two  chiefs  met  at  Alexandria;  Claiborne  returned 
to  New-Orleans,  in  order  to  thke  measures  for  hold- 
ing the  militia  cf  the  territory  in  readiness,  and  Wil- 
kinson proceeded  to  Natchitoches. 

On  the  twenty-fourth,  he  despatched  Cushing  to 
Nacogdoches  with  a  communication  to  Cordero, 
couched  in  the  style  recomtnended  by  the  secretary  of 
war,  and  demanded  the  immediate  removal  of  the 
Spanish  troops  to  the  west  of  the  Sabine.  Cordero 
replied  he  would  transmit  the  communication  to  ihe 
captain  general,  without  whose  orders,  he  could  not 
act.  On  this  Wilkinson  informed  him,  the  troops  of 
the  United  States  would  march  to  the  Sabine — that 
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the  sole  object  of  this  movement  was  to  settle  the 
boundary,  claimed  by  his  {government,  and  that  it 
was  without  any  hostile  intention  ogainst  the  troops  of 
Spain,  or  her  territory;  this  march  being  rendered 
essential  by  some  of  tlerrera's  late  moven»ents,  and 
the  position  newly  taken  by  some  of  the  troops,  im- 
mediately under  Cordero's  orders,  close  on  the  wes- 
tern bank  of  the  Sabine,  wiUiin  sixty  miles  from 
Natchitoches. 

In  the  meanwhile,  the  president  of  the  United 
States  had  received  information,  that  designs  were  in 
agitation  in  the  western  states,  unlawful  and  un- 
friendly to  the  peace  of  the  union;  and  that  the  prime 
mover  of  them  was  Burr,  the  late  vice  president  of  the 
United  States.  The  grounds  of  that  information  being 
inconclusive,  the  object  uncertain,  and  the  fidelity  of 
the  western  states  known  to  be  firm,  no  immediate 
step  was  taken.  A  rumor  was  gaining  ground,  that  a 
numerous  and  powerful  association,  extending  from 
New- York,  through  the  western  states,  to  the  gulf  of 
Mexico  had  been  formed — that  eight  or  ten  thousand 
men  were  to  rendezvous  in  New-Orleans,  at  no  dis- 
tant period,  and  from  thence,  with  the  co-operation  of 
a  naval  force,  follow  Burr  to  Vera  Cruz — that  agents 
from  Mexico  had  come  to  Philadelphia,  during  the 
summer,  and  had  given  assurances  that  the  landing 
of  the  expedition  would  be  followed  by  such  an  imme- 
diate and  general  insurrection,  as  would  ensure  the 
subversion  of  the  existing  government,  and  silence  all 
opposition  within  a  very  few  weeks — that  a  part  of  the 
association  would  descend  the  Alleghany  river,  and 
the  first  general  rendezvous  would  be  at  the  rapids  of 
the  Ohio  towards  the  twentieth  of  October,  and  from 
thence  the  aggregate  force  was  to  proceed,  in  light 
boats,  with  the  utmost  velocity,  to  New-Orleans,  un- 
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der  an  expectation  of  being  jiiiiicd  on  the  route  by 
men  raised  in  the  state  of 'renncssee  and  other  quur* 
ters. 

It  was  said  that  the  maritime  co-operation  relied  on, 
was  from  a  British  sciuadron  in  the  West  Indies;  that 
active  and  influential  characters  had  been  engaged  in 
making  preparations  for  six  or  eight  months  past, 
which  were  in  such  a  state  of  readiness,  that  it  was 
expected  the  van  would  reach  New-Orleans  in  De- 
cember, when  it  wais  expected  the  necessary  organiza- 
tion and  equipment  would  be  completed  with  such 
promptitude,  that  the  expedition  would  leave  the  Mis- 
sissippi towards  the  first  of  Feliruary ;  it  was  also  ad- 
ded, ihat  the  revolt  of  the  slaves,  along  the  river,  was 
depended  upon  as  an  auxiliary  measure,  and  that  the 
seizure  of  the  money  in  the  vaults  of  the  banks  in  New- 
Orleans,  was  relied  on  to  supply  the  funds  necessary 
to  carry  on  the  enterprise. 

Giving  full  credit  to  these  reports,  Wilkinson  deter- 
termined  on  making  the  best  arrangement  he  could 
with  the  Spaniards,  in  order  that  he  might  descend  to 
New-Orleans,  with  the  greatest  part  of  his  force. 
Accordingly  on  the  twenty-ninth  of  October,  being  on 
his  march  to  the  Sabine,  he  sent  Burling,  one  of  his 
aids-de-camp,  to  Cordero,  with  a  written  message, 
proposing  that,  without  yielding  a  pretension,  ceding  a 
right,  or  interfering  with  discussions  which  belonged 
to  their  superiors,  the  state  of  things,  at  the  delivery 
and  possession  of  the  province  to  the  United  States, 
should  be  restored  by  the  withdrawal  of  the  troops 
of  both  governments,  from  the  advanced  posts  they 
occupied,  to  those  of  Nacogdoches  and  Natchitoches, 
respectively.  He  proposed  that  Cordero's  accession 
to  this  proposal  should  be  conclusive,  and  promised 
to  begin  his  retrogade  march  on  the  day  the  Spanish 
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camp,  on  the  right  bank  of  (he  Sabine,  should  be 
broken  up,  under  a  stipulation  that  the  troops  of  the 
United  States  sl.ouid  not  cross  Arrojo  Hondo,  as 
long  as  those  of  Spain  should  not  the  Sabine,  or 
until  further  orders  wore  given  by  their^  respective 
governments. 

Cordero  assured  Burling  that  Wilkinson's  propo- 
sition entirely  met  his  views;  but  headd<;d,  his  hands 
were  tied  by  the  captain  generals'  orders,  whom  he 
was  bound  to  consult.  Burling  had  been  furnished 
widi  a  copy  of  the  message  to  Cordero,  which  he  had 
on  his  way  left  with  Herrera,  who  on  his  return,  in- 
formed him,  that  the  officer  next  in  command  would, 
on  the  next  day,  visit  Wilkinson,  and  every  thing 
should  be  arranged.  It  appears  that  Herrera  was 
less  punctilious  than  Cordero;  for  on  the  following 
day,  the  officer  brought  to  Wilkinson,  Herrera's  as- 
sent to  his  proposition. 

On  the  fifth  of  November,  Wilkinson,  having  re- 
ceived information,  that  the  Spanish  camp,  on  the 
Sabine,  would  be  broken  up  on  that  day,  began  his 
inarch  towards  Natchitoches.  Immediately  on  his 
arrival  there,  he  directed  Porter  to  proceed  to  New- 
Orleans,  with  the  utmost  expedition,  and  to  repair, 
mount  and  equip  for  service  every  piece  of  ordnance 
in  the  city,  to  employ  all  hands  in  preparing  shells, 
grape,  canister  and  musket  cartridges  w  ith  buck  shot, 
to  have  every  field  piece  ready,  with  hose,  harness  and 
drag  ropes,  and  to  mount  six  or  eight  battering  can- 
nons on  fort  St.  Charles  and  fort  St.  Louis,  below  and 
above  the  city,  and  along  its  front,  flanks  and  rear. 

In  the  meanwhile,  the  president  of  the  United 
States  began  to  perceive  the  object  of  the  conspiracy ; 
but  his  information  was  so  blended  and  involved  in 
mystery,  that  nothing  certain  could  be  sought  out  for 
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pursuit.  In  this  stafo  of  nnrcrtainty  he  thought  it 
best  lo  ord«'r  to  the  fn'ld  of  anion,  a  porson  in  whose 
iniegrily,  rcliriiirc  and  rontidtnce  could  be  placrd, 
with  instrut'iions  to  i[iv(!*«li  j;:ii«>  the  plot  going  on,  to 
enter  into  conferences  (for  which  be  was  furnished 
with  sutficirnt  crodt.'utials)  with  the  civil  and  military 
oflicors  of  the  wtstcrn  stains,  and  with  ihoir  aid  to  call 
on  the  spot,  whntevcr  should  bfu'otnc  necessary  to 
discover  the  dfsif^ns  of  the  conspirators,  arrest  their 
means,  bring  their  p-orsons  to  punishment,  and  call 
out  the  forccof  the  cotmtry  to  su|>pressany  enterprise 
in  which  they  were  found  to  he  engaged.  His  choice 
fell  on  Graham,  the  secretary  of  the  territory  of  Or- 

It  being  knovvn,  at  diis  time,  that  many  boats  were 
in  j)repin'ation,  stores  and  provisions  collected,  and 
an  nnustial  number  of  suspicious  characters  in  mo- 
tion on  the  Ohio  and  its  tributary  streams,  orders  were 
given  to  the  governors  of  the  Mississippi  and  Orleans 
territories,  and  to  the  commander  of  the  land  and  naval 
forc»'S  there,  to  be  on  their  guard  against  surprise,  and 
in  constant  readiness  to  resist  any  enterprise  that 
might  be  attempted ;  and  on  the  eighth  of  November, 
instructions  had  been  sent  to  Wilkinson  to  hasten  an 
accommodation  with  the  Spanish  commander  on  the 
Sabine,  and  fill  back  with  his  principal  force  on  the 
hither  bank  of  the  Mississippi;  a  measure,  which  we 
h  ye  seen,  he  had  already  anticipated. 

The  report  was,  that  Burr  had  in  contemplation 
tbi  ee  distinct  objects,  which  might  be  carried  on  jointly 
or  separately,  and  either  first,  as  circumstances  might 
require.  One  of  these  was  the  separation  from  the 
union  of  the  portion  of  country  west  of  the  Alleghany 
mountains — another  an  attack  on  Mexico— the  last 
was  provided  as  merely  ostensible:  it  was  the  settle- 
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tnrtit  of  n.  vast  tract  of  land,  hcirctoforc  granted  to  the 
IJiiroii  de  IJasirop,  oi»  tin;  Imnks  of  the  Washita  river. 
This  was  to  servo  us  the  |»reiexi  of  all  lh<!  pniparations 
of  Hiirr,  an  alliireinont  for  such  as  really  wished  for  a 
8ctll(Mneiit  0!i  thit  stream,  and  a  cover  under  which  to 
retHNit  on  the  event  of  a  tinal  discomtiture. 

Such  was  the  state  of  inf  »rm.ition  at  Washington 
City,  in  the  latter  part  of  Novemher,  when  specific 
measun's  were  oj»enly  adopted  hy  government.  On 
the  twenty-seventh,  the  president  of  iht  United  States 
issued  a  proclamation,  announcing  the  existence  of  a 
conspiracy,  and  warning  such  citizens  as  migiit  have 
been  led,  without  due  knowledge  or  consideration,  to 
participate  therein,  to  withdraw  and  desist  theretiom, 
and  calling  on  all  officers,  civil  and  military,  to  be 
vigilant  and  active  in  suppressing  it. 

Orders  were  sent  to  every  important  point  on  the 
Ohio  and  Mississippi,  from  Pittsburgli  to  the  Balize, 
for  the  employment  of  such  part  of  the  civil  authority, 
as  might  enable  them  to  seize  all  boats  and  stores, 
provided  for  the  enterprise  and  arrest  all  persons  con- 
cerned. A  short  time  before  these  orders  were  re- 
ceived in  the  state  of  Ohio,  Ciraham,  the  president's 
confidential  agent,  had  been  diligently  employed  in 
tracing  the  conspiracy  and  had  acquired  sufficient  in- 
formation to  apply  for  the  immediate  exertion  of  the 
authority  of  that  state  to  crush  the  combination.  Go- 
vernor Tiffin  and  the  legislature,  with  zeal  and  energy, 
effected  the  seizure  of  all  the  boats,  provisions  and 
other  things  provided,  within  their  reach. 

Thus,  was  the  first  blow  given,  materially  disabling 
the  enterprise  in  the  onset. 

In  Kentucky,  a  premature  attempt  to  bring  Burr  to 
justice,  without  sufficient  evidence  to  convict  him,  had 
procured  a  momentary  impression  in  his  favor;  which 


.(  *  ' 


I  to  the 
la  rivor. 
iraiions 
ed  for  a 
vhicU  10 

Ellington 
I  sp<H*>lic 
Mit.    On 
•d  SiiUcs 
I'lH'j'  ot  a 
iglii  l»ave 
ration,  to 
licrtfroui, 
iiiy,  to  be 

inton  the 
m  linlize, 
authority, 
nd  stores, 
sons  c;on- 
vvcre  re- 
resident's 
ployed  in 
Ifficient  in- 
ion  of  the 
ion.    Go- 
,d  energy, 
isions  and 

disabling 

ig  Burr  to 
him,  had 
lor;  which 


1806] 


THE  THIRTEENTH. 


Q75 


gave  him  thoopj)ortunity  of  hastening  his  equipments. 
The  arrival  of  the  president's  proclaniatiun  and  ord(;rs 
and  the  application  of  Ciraham,  at  last  awakened  the 
authorities  of  the  state  to  the  truth,  and  produced  the 
energy  and  promptitude  of  which  the  neighboring 
stale  had  given  the  example.  Under  an  order  of  die 
legislature,  the  tniliua  was  instantly  ordered  to  diller- 
ent  important  points,  and  measures  were  taken  for 
effeciing  whatever  could  be  done;;  but  a  small  number 
of  men,  in  a  few  boats,  had,  in  the  meanwhde,  passed 
the  fjdls  of  the  Ohio,  to  rendezvous  at  the  moulli  of 
Cumberland  river,  with  others  coming  down  that 
stream. 

Porter  had  left  Natcliitoch*  s  for  New-Orleans,  with 
all  the.  tu'titi  ers  and  a  company  of  one  Iniadred  men. 
and  had  been  followed  by  Cusl.ingwilh  ibe  rest  oif 
the  forces,  leaving,  oniy  o  :e  company  bcliiud.  Wil- 
kinson, on  his  way  to  New-Orleans,  slopped  at 
Natchez  and  made  a|>plication  to  the,  executive  of 
the  Mississippi  territory,  for  a  detachment  of  five 
hundred  men  of  its  militia,  to  proceed  to  New-Or- 
lear  s,  but  declining  to  communicate  his  motives  in 
making  this  requisition,  was  refused.  From  this 
p'ace,  on  the  fifteenth  of  November,  he  despatched 
1  ing,  one  of  his  Jiids,  to  Mexico,  for  the  osteiisihle 
pi.cpose  of  apprising  the  Viceroy  of  the  datiger,  with 
which  his  sovereign's  dominions  were  menTiced;  hut, 
as  the  general  ment  ens  in  his  memoirs,  *<on  grounds 
of  public  duty  and  professional  enterpr  se  to  attenqit 
to  penetrate  the  veil  which  concealed  the  topographical 
route  to  the  city  of  Mexico,  and  the  military  defences 
which  intervened,  f  eling  that  the  equivocal  relation 
of  the  two  countries  justified  the  ruse." 

Wilkin-on  reached  New-Orleans,  towards  the  end 
of  November^  and  iu  his  first  eumiaunication  to  the 
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prfsldcnt  of  the  United  Stales,  aflcr  !ii*^  arrivjil,  ineii- 
tioiieil,  that  niiiuii^  Win  couriii-^im'ii,  lie  hud  4li^>('()V- 
rred  (Imi-mterM,  wlio  had  hilherlo  I)  eii  ilistii.^nished 
for  iiitej;ri(y  and  padiotiNinf  men  of  talents,  linn(  red 
by  the  eontidenee  of  government  and  dislin;;nislied 
hy  marks  ut'  its  re^^nrd,  uho.  if  not  cuimkm  ted  with 
the  (liigilionM  plan  l>y  active  ro-operalinnf  ap|>rn\ed 
it;  and  withheld  timely  and  important  iurormaiion 

Aceounts  of  the  reqnsi  ion  made  lor  a  dclxi  iiment 
of  the  neighborinfj;  territory  and  of  the  relnsal  of   its 
executive,  were  soon  re<eived  in  New-Oilenns   and 
excited  much  surprise.     The  inliabitantN  wcmdered 
that,  after  the  amicable  adjustment  of  all   ditlidilties 
with  the  HpaTuards,  the  teriit(»ry  of  OrhanH,  with  a 
reasonable  force   of  regular  troops  nnd  an  elluient 
militia   well  armed  and  disciplined,    >honld  r  quire 
any  aid    from   the   Mississippi    tcrrit(U'y     As    yet, 
Burr's  plans  were  but  partially  spoken  of  and  dis- 
believed; the  people    had  heard     of  an    apprehen- 
ded insurrection  in  some  of  tht;   western  states;  but 
the  men  bants,  who  !iad  frequ  iit  ace  lunts  from  above, 
understood  that  tidngs  were  perfectly  tranquil  there. 
Surprise  was  further  ex(  ited  at  the  appeanmce  ofaa 
uncommon  number  of  men,  at  work  on  the  old  fortiti- 
cations,  and  on  the  hearing  of  acontract  for  a  suflicient 
number  of  pickets  to  enclose  the  whole  city.     This 
and  other  contracts,  entered  into  since  the  aiT  val  of 
Wilkinson,  instead  of  being  oflered,  as  was  usual,  to 
any  who  would  engage  in  them  on  the  lowest  terms, 
were  entered  into  secretly  and  as  if  intended  to  be 
kept  from  the  public  eye. 

On  the  seveHth  of  December,  Wilkinson  despatch- 
ed lieutenant  Hwann  of  the  army,  to  Jamaica,  with 
a  letter  to  the  officer  commanding  the  naval  force  on 
that  statiouy  informing  him  of  Burr's  plans,  aud  thai 
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a  report  was  ailn.ii  that  the  aid  (if  a  Hrilish  naval 
urihuineiit  had  been  either  promisi>d  or  applied  lor, 
and  WMrniii!!;  Iiini  and  all  Hrilish  military  and  naval 
otUcerH.  that  their  interference  or  any  co-opcriition  on 
their  part,  wonld  be  consider'  d  as  li  !;ld,y  injurious 
to  ti.e  United  States,  and  allVc'inu;  tlie  p  •  sent  amica- 
ble rclalitins  between  th«*  two  n;!ti"iis.  The  conimu> 
nication  coii' luded  with  (he  expresoiou  of  a  hope, 
that  tlie  British  government  would  refrain  from  any 
interfer  n(  e  or  co-o|M'rati<in,  a;id  prevent  any  indi- 
vidual from  .-(tlordin,:;  aid;  aud  the  assurance  that 
the  writer  wonld,  with  all  the  foice  under  his  com- 
mand, resist  any  ell'ort  of  a  foreign  power  to  favor 
Burr's  projects. 

On  the  ninth  of  December,  a  meeting  of  the  mer- 
chants and  s(mie  (d'  the  principal  inhabitants  was 
called  at  the  <;overnmenl  house,  where  Claiborne  and 
Wilkinson  attende«l  to  apprize  them  of  the  danger 
to  which  the  country  was  exposed.  The  flrst  said 
that  the  object  of  the  preparations  of  the  latter 
was  to  defend  New-Orleans,  againt  a  numerous  and 
powerful  party,  headed  by  one  of  the  first  characters 
in  the  union.  Wilkinson  spoke  of  the  co-operation 
of  the  Hritish  navy  with  Huiraiid  the  ultimate  des. 
tination  of  the  expedition  for  Mexico,  after  they  had 
plundered  the  banks,  seized  on  the  shipping,  and 
helped  themselves  with  every  thing,  which  an  army 
of  tif'ven  thousand  men  might  want. 

It  was  then  proposed  to  the  meeting,  that  the  ship- 
ping in  the  river  should  be  detained  and  the  crews 
discharged,  that  ti:ey  might  be  employed  on  board 
of  the  vessels  of  the  United  States.  This  was  imme- 
diately agreed  to,  aud  a  subscription  was  opened  for 
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extra  bounty  and  clothing  for  such  sailors,  as  would 
entt-r  the  public  service,  aid  wilhin  a  short  space  of 
time,  a  considerable  sum  was  raised. 

In  a  letter  to  the  president  of  the  United  States, 
Wilkinson  stated  he  had  oftered  to  Hall,  the  district 
judge  of  the  United  States  iind  Mathews,  one  of  ihe 
t^-ritoiial  jud,!^es,  on  the  twelfth  and  thirteenth,  all 
the  <.csumou.y  hw  possessed  against  iiurr  aiid  Boll- 
Hian,  to  the  end  that  the  former  might  be  prodaimed 
for  a|.preIiei;sion  throughout  tiie  Lnited  States,  and 
the  iattcr  conmiitted  to  close  confinement  to  secure  his 
testimony,  nd  prevent  his  correspondent  e  and  mach- 
inations [')  aid  of  Burr's  platis.  T  he  first  proposi- 
tion wtia  rejected  as  *'it  would  be  too  late,  as  liurr 
might  be  oo  his  way."  the  second  was  rejected  as 
B<;llma«''s  ofl'eiice  was  bailable  and  a  writ  of  habeas 
corpus  would  set  him  at  large;  that  after  some  reflec- 
tions ju(ige  Hall  said  <'l  believe  it  will  be  best  for 
the  ge  icral  to  exercise  his  discretior;"  Mathews  did 
not  s^^y  any  thing,  and  as  they  left  VV  ilkmson,  he 
told  them  he  hoped  they  would  not  hang  him  for 
what  he  would  do,  and  they  both  ausv\ered  ni  the 
negative. 

t)n  Sunday,  the  fourteenth,  Dr.  Erick  Bollmnn, 
was  arrested  by  order  of  Wilkinson  and  hurded  to 
a  secret  place  of  confinement,  and  on  the  eve  iug  of 
the  following  d^y  ajjplicj^tion  was  made  on  his  behalf, 
for  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  to  Sprigg,  one  of  the 
territorial  judges,  who  declined  acting,  till  he  could 
consult  Mathews,  who  couM  not  then  be  found.  Uu 
the  sixteenth,  the  writ  was  obtained  from  the  supe- 
rior court;  but  Boilman  was  in  the  meanwhile,  put 
on  board  of  a  vessel  and  sent  down  the  river.  On  the 
same  day,  application  was  made  to  Workman,  the 
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ju(lij;e  of  the  county  of  Orleans,  for  a  writ  of  habeas 
corpus,  in  favor  of  Ogden  and  Swartwout.  who  had 
been  arrested  a  few  days  liefore,  by  order  of  Wilkin- 
son, at  Fort  Adams,  and  were  on  board  of  a  l)onib 
ketrb  of  the  United  States  lying  before  the  city. 
Workman  immediately  granted  the  writ  a'ld  called 
on  i  laiborne  to  inquire  whether  he  had  as-ented  to 
W^ilkinson's  proceedings:  rinihorne  replied  he  had 
consented  to  the  arrest  of  Bnllmin,  and  his  mind  was 
not  made  up  as  to  the  propriety  of  that  of  O.lgen  and 
Swartwout.  Workman  then  expatiated  on  the  ille- 
gality and  evil  tendency  of  such  measures,  beseech- 
ing (.'l.iiborne  not  to  permit  them,  but  to  use  his  own 
authority,  as  the  constitutional  guardian  of  his  fel- 
low-citizens, to  protect  them;  hut  he  ws  answered 
that  the  executive  had  no  authority  to  liberate  those 
persons,  and  it  was  for  the  judiciary  to  do  it,  if  they 
thought  fit.  Workman  added,  that  he  had  heard 
that  Wilkinson  intended  to  ship  off  his  prir oners, 
and  if  this  was  permitted,  writs  of  habeas  corpus 
would  prove  nugatory. 

From  the  alarm  and  terror  prevalent  in  the  city, 
the  deputy  sheriff'  conld  procure  no  boat  to  take  hira 
on  board  of  the  ketch,  on  the  day  the  writ  issued. 
This  circumsfance  was  made  known  early,  on  the 
next  morning  to  Workman,  who,  thereupon,  directed 
the  deputy  sheriff  to  procure  a  boat  by  the  offer  of  a 
considerable  sum  of  money,  for  the  payment  of  which 
he  undertook  the  county  would  be  responsible.  The 
writ  was  served  soon  afterwards^  and  returned  at 
five  in  the  evening  by  commodore  Shaw  and  the 
commanding  oflRcer  of  the  ketch,  lieutenant  Jones: 
Swartwout  had  been  taken  from  the  ketch  before  the 
service  of  the  writ.     Ogden  was  produced  and  dis 
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c]>ar2:ec1,  as  his  deteniion  was  justifecl  on  the  ordtr  of 
Wilkinson  only. 

On  tl  e  e  ghteenlhof  DeceDil»er,M  ilkirison  returned 
the  writ  of  httliens  corpus  into  t'  c  snuerior  court, 
statins;  that,  as  commantier  in  c  hi'jf  <.f  the  army  of 
the  United  States,  he  look  on  hi  itself  all  responsi- 
bility for  the  ar  est  of  Erick  Hollman,  charged  with 
misprison  of  treason  against  the  government  of  the 
United  States,  and  he  had  adopted  me  tsnres  for  his 
safe  delivery  to  the  government  of  the  United  States: 
that  it  jvas,  after  several  conversations  with  the 
governor  anil  one  of  the  judg'  s  of  the  territory,  that 
he  had  huza  ded  this  step  for  the  national  safety, 
menaced  to  its  basis  by  a  lawless  band  of  traitors, 
associated  unt'er  Aaron  Hurr,  whose  accompli  es 
were  extended  from  JSew-York  to  New-Orleans : 
that  no  man  held  in  higher  reverence  the  civil  au- 
thorities of  his  country,  and  it  was  to  maintain  and 
perpetuate  tiie  h  ly  attributes  of  the  constitution, 
agJiinst  the  uplified  arm  of  violence,  that  he  had 
interposed  the  force  of  arms  in  a  moment  of  the 
utmost  pe'il,  to  seize  upon  Bollni'Ui,  as  he  should 
upon  all  oth»*rs,  without  refi^ard  to  star  ding  or  station, 
against  whom  any  proof  might  arise  of  a  participation 
in  llie  law  less  combination. 

This  return  was,  afterwards,  amended,  by  an 
averment  that,  at  the  time  of  the  service  of  the  writ, 
i^ollman  was  not  in  the  possession  or  povvir  of  the 
person  to  whom  it  was  addressed. 

On  the  following  day  Ogden  was  arrested  a  se- 
cond time  by  the  commanding  officer  of  a  troop  of 
cavalry  of  the  militia  of  the  territory,  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States,  by  whom  Alexander  was  also 
taken  in  custody;  on  the  application  of  Livingston, 
Workman  issued  writs  of  habeas  corpus  for  both 
prisoners. 
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Instead  of  a  return,  Wilkinson  sent  a  written  mes- 
sage to  Workman,  begging  him  to  accept  his  return 
to  the  superior  court,  as  applicable  to  the  two  traitors, 
who  vv»!re  the  sulijtJCts  of  his  writs.  On  this,  Living- 
ston procured  from  the  court,  a  rule  that  Wilkinson 
make  a  liirther  and  more  explicit  return  to  the  wriis, 
or  shew  cause  why  an  attachment  should  not  issue 
against  him. 

Workman  novv  called  again  on  Claiborne,  and  re- 
peated liis  observations  and  recommended,  that  Wil- 
kinson should  be  opjjosed  by  turce  of  arms,  lie  stat- 
ed, that  the  violent  rneusun  s  of  that  officer  had  pro- 
duced great  discontent,  alarm  and  agitation  in  the 
public  mind;  and,  unless  such  proceeding  were 
etft'ctually  opposed,  all  contidence  in  government 
would  be  at  an  end.  He  urged  Claiborne  lo  revoke 
the  order,  by  which  he  had  placed  the  Orleans  vol- 
unteers under  Wilkinson's  command,  and  to  call  out 
and  arm  the  rest  of  (he  militia  force,  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble. He  stated  it  as  his  opinion,  that  the  army  would 
not  oppose  the  civil  power,  when  constitutionally 
brought  forth,  or  that,  if  they  did,  the  governor  might 
soon  have  men  enough  to  render  the  opposition  inef- 
fectual. He  adde«),  that,  from  the  laudable  conduct 
of  commodore  Shaw  and  lieutenant  Jones,  respecting 
Ogden,  he  not  only  did  not  apprehend  any  resistance 
to  the  civil  authority  from  the  navy,  but  thought  they 
might  be  reli(!d  on.  Similar  representations  were 
made  to  CUiiborne  by  Hall  and  Mathews;  but  ihey 
were  unavailing. 

On  the  twenty-sixth,  Wilkinson  made  a  second 
return  to  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  stating  that  the 
body  of  neither  of  the  prisoners  was  in  his  pos- 
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session  or  control.  On  this,  Livingston  movpd  for 
process  of  attachment. 

Workman  now  made  an  ofTicial  communication  to 
Claiborne.  He  bigan  by  obstrving  that  the  late  ex- 
traordinary events,  which  had  taken  place  w  ithiu  the 
territory,  had  led  to  a  eircumsiance,  which  authorized 
tlie  renewal,  in  a  formal  manner,  of  tlu;  request  he  had 
so  frequently  urged  in  conversation,  that  the  ext  cutive 
would  make  use  of  the  constitutional  force  plared 
under  his  eominand,  to  maintain  the  laws,  and  prou  rt 
his  fellow  citizens  against  the  unexampled  tyranny, 
exercised  over  them. 

He  added,  it  was  notorious  that  the  commander  in 
chief  of  the  mihtary  forces  had,  by  his  own  authority, 
arrested  several  citizens  for  civil  offences,  and  had 
avowed  on  record,  that  he  had  adopted  measurcis  to 
send  them  out  of  the  territory,  openly  declaring  his 
determination  to  usurp  the  functions  of  the  judiciary, 
by  making  himself  the  only  judge  of  the  guilt  of  the 
persons  he  suspected,  and  asserting  in  the  same  man- 
ner, and  as  yet  without  contradiction,  that  his  mea- 
sures were  taken,  after  several  consultations  with  the 
governor. 

He  proceeded  to  state,  that  writs  of  habeas  corpus 
had  been  issued  from  the  court  of  the  county  «(f  New 
Orleans:  on  one  of  them,  Ogden  had  been  bro  ght  up 
and  discharged,  but  he  had  been,  however,  again 
arrested,  by  order  of  the  general,  together  with  an 
officer  of  the  court,  who  had  aided  professionally  in 
procuring  his  release.  The  general  had,  in  his  re- 
turn to  a  subsequent  writ,  issued  on  his  behalf, 
referred  the  court  to  a  return  made  by  him  to  a  former 
writ  of  the  superior  court,  and  in  the  furtiier  return 
which  he  had  been  ordered  to  make,  he  had  declared 
that  neither  of  the  prisoners  was  in  his  power,  pos' 
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session  or  custody;  hut  he  had  not  averred  what 
•was  requisite,  in  order  toexenipt  him  from  the  penalty 
of  a  contempt  of  court,  that  these  persons  were  not  in 
liis  power,  |)ossessiou  or  custody,  at  the  time  when 
the  writs  were  served,  and,  in  cotisequence  of  the 
defic  eucy,  the  court  had  been  moved  for  an  attach- 
ment. 

The  judge  remarked,  that  although  a  common 
case  would  not  re(|uire  the  step  he  was  taking,  yet, 
he  deemed  it  his  duty,  before  any  decisive  measure 
was  pursued  against  a  man,  who  had  all  the  regular 
force,  and  in  pursuance  of  the  governor's  public  or- 
diM's,  a  great  p.irt  of  that  of  the  territory,  at  his  dispo- 
sal, to  ask  whether  the  executixe  had  the  ability  to 
enforce  the  d  ere.:  s  of  the  court  of  the  county,  and  if 
he  hail,  whether  he  would  deem  it  expedient  to  do  it, 
in  tlie  pres  >nt  instance,  or  whether  the  allegation  by 
Avhich  he  supported  these  violent  measures  was  well 
founded? 

Not  only  the  conduct  and  power  of  Wilkinson, 
said  the  judge,  but  various  other  circumstances, 
peculiar  to  our  present  situation,  the  alarm  excited 
in  the  public  mind,  the  description  and  character  of 
a  large  part  of  the  popula  ion  of  the  country,  might 
render  it  dangerous,  in  the  highest  degree*  to  adopt 
the  measure  usual  in  or d  nary  cases,  of  calling  to  the 
aid  of  the  sheriff,  the  posse  comitatus,  unless  it  were 
done  with  the  assurance  of  being  supported  by  the 
governor  in  an  efficient  manner. 

The  letter  concluded  by  requesting  a  precise  and 
speedy  answer  to  the  preceding  inquiries,  and  an 
assurance  that,  if  certain  of  the  governor's  support, 
the  jndge  should  forthwith  punish, as  the  law  directs, 
the  contempt  offered  to  his  court:  on  the  other  hand, 
ahould  the  governor  not  think  it  practicable  or  proper 
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to  afTord  liis  aid,  the  court  and  its  officers  would  no 
longer  remain  exposed  to  the  contempt  or  insults  of  a 
man,  wiiom  tlie^  were  un  hie  to  punish  or  resist. 

The  ley;isl,'iture  m(>t  on  the   tvvelUh  of  January. 
Two  days  after,  general  Adair  arrived  in  the  city, 
from  Tennessee,  and  reported  he  had  left  Hurr  at 
Nashville,  on  the  tvventy-s^ccond  of  JJecemher,   with 
two  flat  hoats,  destiu' d  for  ^Sew-Orle  ns.     In  the 
afternoon  of  the  day  of  Adair's  arrival,  the  hotel  at 
which  he  had  stopped  wan  invested  hy  one  Inindnd 
and  twenty  men,  under  lieutenant  colonel  Kingshury, 
accompanied  hy  ov.^  of  Wilkinson's  aids.  Adair  was 
dragged  from  the  dining  t.ible,  and  conducted  to  head 
quarters,  where  he  «as  put  in  confinement.     They 
beat  to  arms  through  the  streets,  the  battalion  of  the 
volunteers  of  Orleans,  and  a  part  of  the  regular  troops, 
parjided  thropgh  the  city,  and   V^  orkman,  Kerr  and 
Bradford  were  arrested  and  confineci.     \^  ilkinson 
ordered  the  latter  to  be  released,  and  the  two  fnrmer 
were  liberated  on  the  following  day,  on  a  writ  of 
habeas   corpus,  issued  by  tiie  district  judge  of  the 
United  States.     Adair  was  secreted  until  an  oppor- 
tunity oflfered  to  ship  him  away. 

Accounts  arrived  a  few  days  after,  that  Burr  was 
at  Bayou  Pierre,  a  little  above  the  city  of  Natchez, 
with  fourteen  boats.  He  had  been  joined,  at  the 
mouth  of  Cumberland  river,  by  a  dozen  b<»ats,  that 
had  descended  the  Ohio  ;  there  were  from  eighty  to 
one  hundred  men  with  him  and  he  had  about  forty 
stand  of  arms. 

Claiborne  made  an  ineffectual  attempt  to  induce  the 
legislature  to  pass  an  act  for  the  suspension  of  the 
writ  of  habeas  corpus.  The  draft  of  a  memorial  to 
be  presented  to  congress,  by  the  territorial  legislature, 
was  introduced  in  its  lower  house;  the  object  of  it 
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was  to  place  tlic  conduct  of  Wilkinson  in  its  true 
lij^lit,  luMoie  the  riittional  council.  After  an  atiiuiuted 
del  ate,  wliicli  lasted  during  seveval  days,  the  memo- 
rial was  Injected  by  a  majority  of  seven  out  of  twenty- 
one  meml)ei's. 

On  tiie  twenty -eighth,  advices  were  received  from 
Nat(  hez,  that  on  U\e.  fifteenth,  (laihorne,  colonel  of 
the  mdilia  of  the  Missis^iiippi  territory,  had  marched 
at  the  head  of  a  large  detaclim<  nt  towards  the  part  oi* 
the  river  at  which  hurr  had  slopped;  that  Burr  had 
written  to  the  secretary  of  the  territory,  who  exercised 
the  functions  of  governor.  th(t  he  was  ready  to  sur- 
render him-elf  to  the  civil  authority;  that  the  secre- 
tary had  met  him,  and  they  had  rode  t  gether  to 
Natchez,  where  Burr  gave  bond  for  his  appearance 
before  th3  territorial  court,  at  i:s  next  term.  He, 
however,  left  the  territory,  and  the  governor  issued  a 
proclamation,  offering  a  reward  of  two  thousand 
dollars   for   his   appreh^^nsion. 

In  the  latter  part  of  that  month.  Burling,  who  had 
been  sent  by  Wilkinsou  to  Mexico,  returned.  The 
viceroy  had  not  been  the  dupe  of  Wilkinson's  ruse, 
and  gave  a  very  cold  reception  to  his  messenger,  who 
was  strictly  watched,  and  permitted  to  stay  but  a 
short  time  in  the  country. 

Lieutenant  Swann,  who  had  been  sent  to  Jamaicai 
came  back  about  the  same  time.  Admiral  Drake 
observed  to  Wilkinso  ,  thai  from  the  style  and  man- 
ner in  winch  the  communication  he  had  received  was 
written,  he  was  at  a  loss  how  to  answer  it ;  hut  he 
begged  him  to  be  assured  that  British  ships  of  war 
would  never  be  employi'd  in  any  improper  service, 
and  that  he  should  ever  be  ready  most  cheerfully  to 
obey  the  orders  of  his  sovereign.  Sir  •Eyre  Coote 
trusted  and  sincerely  believed  that  the  representation 
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made  to  Wilkinson  w«s  totally  fi;roiin(lless,  as  his 
lelter  contained  the  only  intelligence  received  on  the 
suhject. 

Workman  re«i.s;ncd  his  offi(  e,  finding  that  Clai- 
borne paid  \M\  att<  ntion  to  his  c<  mmunicutions. 

Towards  the  middle  of  JVIarcl-,  Burr  wa-  arrested 
near  fort  Stoddart,  and  plac.-d  under  a  strong  guards 
by  whom  he  was  conveyed  to  llichniond,  in  Virginia^ 
where  he  was  admitted  to  bail. 

Lieutenant  Wilkinson,  who  had  accompanied  Pike 
up  the  Missouri,  now  reached  New-Orleans.  In  his 
report,  dated  the  sixth  of  April,  he  stated  that  the 
Osage  Indians  had  been  left  in  their  village,  about 
the  fifteenth  of  August ;  after  which,  Pike's  party  traced 
the  Osage  river  to  its  source,  and  reached  the  towns 
of  the  Pawnees,  on  the  twenty-fifih  of  Septendier. 
These  Indians  had  lately  been  visited  by  a  body  of 
armed  Spaniards,  from  Santa  Fe.  The  flag  of  Spain 
Wcis  waving  over  their  council  room.  Pike  induced 
them  to  suL>stitute  that  of  the  United  States  to  it. 
Proceeding  thence,  westward,  the  party  came  to  the 
Arkansas  river,  on  the  fifteenth  of  October.  After  a 
short  hall,  the  lieutennnt  was  detatched,  with  five  men, 
down  the  stream,  'o  explore  the  country,  and  float 
down  to  the  Misissippi.  Pike  and  the  rest  of  the 
party,  sat  out  for  the  source  of  Red  river. 

The  legislature  adjourned  towards  the  end  of  April, 
after  having  passed  several  very  important  acts.  I'he 
county  courts  were  abolished :  a  court  was  established 
in  each  parish,  the  judge  of  which  was  ex-officio  judge 
of  probates,  and  acted  as  clerk,  sherifl'and  notary.  It 
having  been  found,  diat  annual  sessions  of  the  superior 
Court,  out  of-New-Orleans,  were  inconvenient,  semi- 
annual ones  were  directed  to  be  holden  at  Lafourche, 
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PointP  Coupee,  Alexandria,  Opelousas and  Attakapas. 
The  number  of  mend)ers  of  die  house  of  represti na- 
tives was  fixed  at  twenty-five:  six  of  these  were  to 
represent  the  county  of  Orleans;  the  counties  of  Ger- 
man Coast,  Acadie,  Lutijurche,  Iberville,  Pointo 
Coupee,  Rapides,  Opelousas  and  Attakapas,  were  to 
send  two  members  each;  and  one  was  to  come  from 
each  ofthoseofConcordi;i,Washitij  and  Natchitoches. 
Ttie  territory  was  divided  into  niiietet  n  |)arisbes. 

Wilkinson  sailed  to  Virginia,  towards  the  middle 
of  May,  for  the  purpose  of  attending  Burros  trial,  in 
Richmond. 

On  the  first  of  July,  Pike  reached  Natchitoches, 
We  have  seen,  that  he  had  sent  a  small  dttarhment 
from  his  party  down  the  Arkansas  river,  in  Oc;tober. 
From  thence,  he  had  travelled  westwardly,  and 
rambled  throughout  the  rocky  mountains,  till  the 
beginning  of  the  new  year,  when  he  reached  a  branch 
of  die  Rio  del  Norte,  which  he  niistook  for  one  of 
those  of  Red  river.  He  was  overtaken  by  two  Spanish 
officers  and  one  hundred  men,  sent  by  don  Joachim 
Allencaster,  who  commanded  at  Santa  Fe.  The 
officers,  at  die  head  of  the  Spanish  party,  were  sent  to 
escort  Pike  and  his  party  to  that  city,  from  whence, 
he  was  informed,  they  would  be  conducted,  by  the 
most  direct  route  to  the  navigable  waters  of  Red 
river,  which  they  would  descend  to  Natchitoches. 
Although  dubious  of  the  sincerity  of  this  invitation, 
and  believing  he  was  in  a  situation  to  defend  hiiiL^itif^ 
as  long  as  his  provisions  lasted,  or  till  an  opportunity 
offered  of  escaping  by  nigbi;  yet,  mindful  of  the  f>acific 
disposition  of  the  government  of  the  United  States, 
and  of  his  instructions  in  case  he  reconn')itere<i  a  |)arty 
of  Spanish  troops,  he  deteriniiied  oa  couipijing  with 
don  Joachim's  request. 
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On  his  arrival  at  Saiiui  Fe,  he  was  informed  that 
don  IVemt'sio  de  Salctdo,  the  captain  general  of 
the  interior  provinces  had  given  orders  that  he  should 
be  sent,  with  his  men,  tc:  the  city  uf  Chihuahua,  in 
the  province  of  Biscay,  the  residence  of  thv  captain 
general,  He,  accordingly,  left  ISanta  Fe,  on  the 
second  day  after  his  arrival,  and  reached  Chihuahua 
on  the  twentieth  of  April. 

Here,  he  was  compelled  to  open  his  trunk,  in  pre- 
sence of  don  Nemesio  and  an  Irishman,  in  the  service 
of  Spain.  All  his  odicial  papers,  his  correspondence 
with  Wilkinson,  his  diary,  the  notes  he  had  taken  on 
the  geology,  topography  and  climate  of  the  country, 
and  the  Indian  trihes  he  had  visited,  were  seiziul  and 
detained.  He  was  supplied  with  money,  guides  and 
an  escort,  and  set  off  for  Natchitoches,  three  days  after 
his  arrival  at  Chihuahua. 

In  a  letter,  which  8alcedo  gave  him  for  Wilkinson, 
he  observed,  that  the  latter  could  not  bo  ignorant  of 
the  repeated  representations  made  by  t!ie  Spanish 
minister  at  Phdadelpliia,  and  by  the  marquis  de  Casa 
Calvo,  while  he  was  in  Louisiana,  warning  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  from  extending  its  expedi- 
tions into  territories  unequivocally  belonging  to  the 
Catholic  king.  He  added  that,  the  papers,  taken  from 
Pike,  afforded  evident  a!id  incontestible  proof  of  his 
being  guilty  of  a  direct  violation  of  the  territorial  rights 
of  the  crown  of  Spain,  which  would  have  justified  his 
detention,  and  that  of  every  individual  accompanying 
him,  as  prisoners;  but  a  desire  to  give  the  utmost 
latitude  to  the  system  of  harmony  and  good  under- 
standing, subsisting  between  the  two  governments,  and 
a  hope  that  such  measures  would  be  taken  by  the  offi- 
cers of  the  United  States,  as  would  prevent  any  ill  con- 
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geqiicnccfii,  resulting  from  the  moderation  of  those  of 
►Spain,  had  induced  him  to  detain,  in  the  archives  of 
the  captainship  general,  all  the  papers  Pike  had 
presented,  and  permit  him  and  his  parly  to  return 
home. 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 

(Vj?/r/  of  hiqulni  on  Wilkins(m''s  cond  rl — ChirVit  sfitU- 
mciU. — fjrgislului'f^. — Civil  Code. — fie  ^lilr  ftrntcoroih 
(•r.'< — Troops  ordered  to  JVew-Oricans. —  If  ilfrinson 
sftil  (o  command  them. — Canal  Carondclct. — Jamrs 
Madison. — Great  miirration  from  Cuba. — Camp  at 
Tcrrc  aux  B(tnjs. — Sickness  amomr  the  troops, — 
Their  removal  to  the  Mississippi  tnrritorjj. —  Tcrrihk 
mortalitif. — Clark's  pamphlet —  Wilkinson  ordered  lo 
Washiiif^ton  Cifi/ — Hampton  takes  the  command. — 

I^f!i(islaturc. — Claiborne'' s    departure. Robertson. — 

The  Spanish  garrison  driven  from  Baton  lionise — 
Skipwith. — Proclamation  of  the  President  of  the  Urn- 
ted  States. — Chiiborne\<}  retmn. — He  takes  possession 
of  St.  Francisville  and  Baton  Bouge. — Parishes  of 
h^cliciana^  East  Baton  Bougc^  St.  Helena  and  Si. 
Tammamf. — Insurrection  among  the  negroes  — Larit- 
lature. — The  inhabitants  of  the  territory  authorised  lo 
form  a  state  constitution, 

A  motion  being  made  on  the  twenty -fifth  of  Decem- 
ber, 1807,  in  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  that  the  president  be  requested  to  institute 
an  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  Wilkinson,  who  was 
suspecu^d  of  being  a  pensioner  of  Spain,  he,  on  tiie 
second  of  January,  made  application  for  a  court  ot 
inquiry,  and  one  was  accordingly  ordered  to  assem- 
ble. 

A  short  time  after,  Clark,  the  delegate  of  the  terri- 
tory of  Orleans,  delivered  to  the  house,  under  tlie 
sanction  of  his  oath,  a  statement  of  several  transac- 
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(ions  wliirli  hnci  cornc*  lo  liis  kiio'.vlrdja^c,  wjtliin  llio 
prcct'tliuji  iwi'iity  y<';«rs,  siroii<r|v  iii)|»li«;a(iii}(  VVilkiii- 
MMi's  roiKiitct,  U8  u  pi'iisiuiier  uf  >^puiii  uikI  an  accoiii- 
plirp  ol  Burr. 

'Tin*  st'coiul  trrriforinl  lopjislaturo  l)rj»nii  its  second 
scssittiif  on  \\u)  I'ighih  (it*  Janunry.  'I'ti(^  proKsHioiial 
^rnilcnien,  who  iiud  Iht ii  ar  pointed  in  in  IH<^5,  to 
prt'iiarea  civil  and  criminal  codes  Mon-an  Lislci  and 
Bio  ^  si  I,  reported  *'a  di;2;(st  of  tin?  civil  laws  now  in 
lorcc  in  the  territory  ot'  Orl«  ,in-,  with  alicraliona  and 
airi'iidcncntH  a<laptcd  to  the  pnsciif  lt)rrn  of  «;ovcrn- 
nicnt."  Aliiiough  lh<;  N  ipolcon  code  wnn  pro'nul- 
•riitcd  in  180  J,  no  copy  of  it  had  as  yet  reached  IVrvv- 
Orleans:  and  the  genlleincn  avaiUjcl  Uieniselvesolihe 
project  of  that  work,  the  nrranjjement  of  which  they 
adopted,  and  mutatis  mutandis  lit(>rally  transcril)ed 
a  considerable  portion  of  it.  'I'fM'ir  conduct  was 
certainly  praiseworthy;  for,  alihonj»h  die  project  is  ne- 
cessarily much  more  imperfi  ct  than  the  code,  it  was 
far  superior  to  any  diing,  that  any  tv\/>  individuals 
could  have  produced,  early  enough,  to  ansvscr  the 
expectations  of  those  who  employed  them.  Their 
lahor  would  have  heen  much  more  beneficial  to  the 
people,  than  it  has  proved,  if  tiie  legislature  to  whom 
it  was  submitted,  had  given  it  Uieir  sanction  as  a 
system,  intended  to  stand  by  itself,  and  be  construed 
l)y  its  own  context,  by  repealing  all  former  laws  on 
matters  acted  upon  in  this  digest. 

Anterior  laws  were  repealed,  so  far  only,  as  they 
were  contrary  to,  or  irreconcileable  with  any  of  the 
provisions  of  the  new.  This  would  haye  been  the 
case,  if  it  had  not  been  expressed. 

In  practice,  the  work  was  used,  as  an  incomplete 
digest  of  existing  statutes,  which  still  retained  their 
empire; and  their  exceptions  and  modifications  were 
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held  to  affect  several  clauses,  by  which  former  princi- 
ples were  absolutely  stated.  Thus,  the  people  found  a 
decoy,  in  what  was  held  out  as  a  beacon. 

The  Fuero  Viejo,  Fuero  Juezgo,  Partidas,  Recop- 
ilationes,  Leyes  de  las  Indias,  Autos  Accordados  and 
Royal  schedules  remained  parts  of  the  written  law 
of  the  territory,  when  not  repealed  expressly  or  by  a 
necessary  implication. 

Of  these  musty  laws  the  copies  were  extremely  rare ; 
a  complete  collection  of  them  was  in  the  hands  of  no 
one,  and  of  very  many  of  them,  not  a  sii»gle  co[)y  ex- 
isted in  the  province. 

To  explain  them,  Spanish  commentators  were  con- 
sulted and  the  corpus  Juris  cwilis  and  its  own  com- 
mentators were  resorted  to;  and  to  eke  out  any  (kfi- 
ciency,  the  lawyers  vvho  came  from  France  or  His- 
paniola  read  Pothier,  d'Aguosseau,  Dumoulin,  &.c. 

Courts  of  justice  were  furnished  with  interpreters, 
of  the  French,  Spanish  and  English  languiijies;  diese 
translated  the  evidence  and  the  charge  of  the  court, 
when  necessary,  but  not  the  arguments  of  the  counsel. 
The  case  was  often  opened  in  the  English  language, 
and  then  the  jurymen,  who  did  not  understand  the 
counsel,  were  indulged  with  leave  to  withdraw  from  the 
box  into  the  gallery.  The  defence,  being  in  French, 
they  were  recalled  and  the  indulgence  she\^n  to  them 
was  enjoyed  by  their  companions,  who  were  strangers 
to  that  language.  All  went  together  into  the  jury 
room;  each  contending,  the  argument  he  had  listen- 
ed to  was  conclusive,  and  they  finally  agreed  on  a 
verdict,  in  the  best  manner  they  could. 

Among  the  most  useful  acts  that  were  passed,  at 
this  session,  was  one  for  the  establishment  of  a  school 
in  each  pnrish. 

The  court  of  inquiry  on  Wilkinson's  conduct  did 
not  terminate  its  investigation,  till  the  month  of  June, 
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its  report  was  in  favor  of  the  general,  and  was  ap- 
proved of  by  the  president  of  the  United  States. 

In  the  fall,  the  foreign  relations  of  the  union  assum- 
ed an  aspect,  which  produced  a  general  impression, 
that  a  ru})ture  with  Great  Britain  was  neither  improb- 
able nor  distant,  and  the  executive  received  informa- 
tion, that  the  disposable  force  at  Halifax,  was  held 
in  readiness  to  serve  in  the  West  Indies,  or  take 
possession  of  New-Orleans,  (should  the  forces  of 
the  United  Slates  move  northerly)  and  keep  that 
city  as  an  equivalent  for  what  might  be  lost  in  Can- 
ada. 

Accordingly,  on  the  second  of  November,  the  se- 
cretary of  war  directed  Wilkinson  to  take  measures, 
without  delay,  for  assembling  at  New-Orleans  and  its 
vicinity,  as  large  a  portion  of  the  regular  troops,  as 
circumstances  would  allow.  The  third,  fifth  and 
seventh  regiments,  with  a  battalion,  composed  of  four 
companies  of  the  sixth  and  the  companies  of  light 
dragoons,  light  arrillery  and  riflemen,  raised  in  the 
states  south  of  New-Jersey,  were  destined  to  the  ser- 
vice and  the  general  was  instructed  to  make  arrange- 
ments for  reaching  New-Orleans  in  order  to  take 
the  command  of  the  forces  in  that  department,  as  soon 
as  possible,  and  to  make  such  a  disposiuon  of  them, 
as  would  most  effectually  enable  him  to  defend  tho 
country  against  an  invading  foe.  He  was  authorised, 
in  case  of  necessity,  to  call  on  the  executives  of  the 
territories  of  Orleans  and  Mississippi,  for  such  parts  of 
their  militia,  as  might  be  wanted. 

He  embarked  at  Baltimore  on  the  twenty-fourth  of 
January,  1809,  and  touched  at  Annapolis,  Norfolk 
and  Charleston  to  accelerate  the  motions  of  the  troops 
in  those  places,  and  sailed  to  Havatia,  on  a  special 
mission  to  the  captain  general  of  die  island  of  Cuba. 
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On  the  ninth  of  February,  congress  passed  an  ret 
authorising  the  president  of  the  United  to  cause  the 
canal  Carondch't  to  be  extended  to  the  Mississippi  and 
deepened  throughout,  so  as  to  admit  of  an  early  and 
safe  passage  to  gun  boats  from  the  river  to  tlie  lake, 
if  on  a  survey  he  should  hv  convinced,  that  this  was 
practicable  and  would  conduce  to  die  defence  of  New 
Orleans,  and  an  appropriation  of  twenty-five  thousand 
dollars  was  made  therefor. 

On  the  fourth  of  March,  James  Madison  succeeded 
Jefferson,  in  the  presidency  of  the  Uruied  States. 

Wilkinson,  on  his  return  from  Havana,  slopped  at 
Pensacola,  and  reached  New-Orleans  on  the  nineteeth 
of  April. 

The  force  which  he  found  in  that  city  was  a  little 
less  than  two  thousand  men,  and  one  third  of  it  was  on 
the  sick  list.  He  spent  some  time  in  in  reconnoitring 
the  country  around,  in  search  of  a  spot,  from  which 
the  troops  might  readily  be  brought  into  action,  in  case 
of  an  attack,  and  in  which  they  might,  in  the  mean- 
while, enjoy  as  much  health  and  comfort,  as  the 
climate  would  allow;  his  choice  fell  on  an  elevated 
piece  of  ground,  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Mississippi, 
about  eight  miles  below  the  city,  near  the  point  at 
which  the  road  leading  to  the  settlements  of  Terreaux 
Bceufs  leaves  that  which  runs  along  the  river. 

Between  the  nineteenth  of  May  and  the  eighteenth 
of  July  of  this  year,  thirty-four  vessels  from  the  island 
of  Cuba,  with  5797  individuals,  of  whom  1828  were 
white,  1978  free  blacks  or  colored  persons  and  1991 
slaves.  These  people  had  sought  a  refuge,  in  that 
island,  on  the  insurrection  of  the  blacks  in  Hispani- 
ola. 

A  large  detachment  was  sent  to  Terre  aux  BoBufs 
to  make  the  necessary  preparations  and  the  rest  of  the 
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troops  gradually  followed;  on  the  thirteenth,  seven 
hundred  non-commissioned  oUicers  and  privates  had 
assembled. 

They  had  hardly  been  three  weeks  encamped,  when 
the  most  peremptory  order  from  the  department  of 
war,  of  the  twenty-fourth  of  October,  was  received  by 
Wilkinson,  directing  him  immediately  to  embark  his 
whole  force,  leaving  only  sulfieient  garrisons  of  old 
troops  at  New-Orleans  and  fort  St.  Philip,  and  pro- 
ceed to  the  high  grounds  on  the  rear  of  Fort  Adams 
and  Natchez,  and  by  an  equal  division  of  his  men  form 
an  encampment  at  each  place. 

A  difficulty  in  procuring  boats,  and  other  circum- 
stances, did  not  allow  the  troops  to  begin  ascending 
the  river,  before  the  fifteenth  of  September;  their  pro- 
gress lasted  forty-seven  days;  during  wliich,  out  of 
nine  hundred  and  thity-five  men,  who  embarked,  six 
hundred  and  thirty-eight  were  sick,  and  two  hutidred 
and  forty  died. 

Although  the  report  of  the  court  of  inquiry,  in  the 
preceding  year,  had  been  favorable  to  Wilkinson,  the 
general  impression,  that  he  bad  recc  ived  large  sums 
of  money  from  the  S,)anish  government  in  Louisiana, 
to  favor  its  views  in  detaching  the  western  people 
from  the  atlantic  states,  was  not  absolutely  eff;iced. 
Clark  had  published  a  statement  of  different  transac- 
tions, in  which  Wilkinson  had  been  concerned,  during 
the  preceding  years,  and  had  annexed  to  it  copies 
of  a  number  of  authentic  documents,  from  which  he 
concluded  the  proof  was  irresistible,  that  the  general 
had  been  a  pensioner  of  Spain  and  an  accomplice  of 
Burr,  whom  he  had  betrayed,  when  he  found  his 
plans  could  not  succeed.  Clark's  publication  excited 
suspicion  in  many  and  caused  conviction ''in  some. 
The  disasters,  attending  the  lorces  sent  to  the  Missis- 
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sippi,  were  attributed  by  Wilkinson's  enemies  to  his 
misconduct  and  the  clannor  against  him  became  so 
general,  that  it  was  thought  proper  to  call  him  to  the 
seat  of  government.  Wade  Hampton,  who  was  sent 
to  supercede  him,  assumed  the  command  of  the  troops 
on  the  nineteen  of  December. 

The  total  number  of  non-commissioned  officers 
and  privates,  during  the  last  ten  months  of  this  year, 
never  exceeded  nineteen  hundred  and  fifty-three.  Out 
of  if,  seven  hundred  and  sixty-four  died  and  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty-six  deserted.  So  that  the  total  loss  was 
nine  hundred  and  thirty,  almost  one  half  of  the  whole. 
The  greatest  sickness  was  in  the  month  of  August, 
when  five  hundred  and  sixty-three  men  were  on  the 
sick  list. 

The  third  territorial  legislature  held  its  first  session 
on  the  ninth  of  February,  and  adjourned  late  in  March, 
without  liaving  passed  any  very  important  public  act. 
By  one  of  its  resolutions,  however,  twenty  thousand 
dollars  were  appropriated  to  the  establishment  of  a 
college. 

Early  in  May,  Claiborne  having  obtained  leave  of 
absence,  left  the  territory  on  a  visit  to  the  eastern 
states — and  the  executive  functions  devolved  on  the 
secretary,  Thomas  B.  Robertson. 

In  the  summer,  a  number  of  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  who  had  removed  to  the  neighborhood  of  Ba- 
you Sarah,  joined  by  others  from  the  Mississippi 
territory,  took  up  arms,  embodied  themselves  and 
marched  to  the  fort  of  Baton  Rouge.  Delassus,  who 
commanded  it,  having  but  a  handful  of  men,  was 
enable  to  prevent  their  taking  it.  The  people  of  the 
district  sent  delegates  to  a  convention,  that  met  at 
St.  Francisville,  declared  their  independence  and 
framed  a  constitution.  Fulwar  Skipwith  was  ap- 
pointed governor  of  the  new  state. 
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By  a  census  taken  this  year,  by  the  marshal  of  the 
United  States,  under  an  act  of  congress,  it  appears  that 
the  population  of  the  territory  was  as  follows: 

City  and  suburbs  of  N.  Orleans,    17242)  .ytrr*^ 
Precincts  of  New-Orleans,  7310^  ^^'^'^^ 

Plaquemines, 1519 

St.  Bernard,        1020 

St.  Charles, 3291 

St.  John  Baptist, 2990 

St.  James, 3955 

Ascension, 2219 

Assumption,        --------  2472 

Lafourche,     ---------  1995 

Iberville,        2679 

Baton  Rouge, 1463 

Pointe  Coupee,    -----     ---  4539 

Concordia, 2895 

Ouachitta, 1077 

Rapides,         2200 

Catahoula, 1164 

Avoyelles, -  1209 

Natchitoches, 2870 

Opelousas,      ---- 5048 

Attakapas, 7369 

76556 

On  receiving  information  that  the  garrison  of  the 
fort  at  Baton  Rouge  had  been  driven  out,  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  issued  a  proclamation,  on 
the  16th  of  October,  setting  forth,  that  the  territory 
south  of  the  31st  degree  of  northern  latitude,  east  on 
the  Mississippi,  as  far  as  Rio  Perdido,  of  which  pos- 
session had  not  yet  been  delivered  to  the  United 
States,  had  ever  been  considered  and  claimed  by  them 
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as  part  of  tlio  country  they  had  acquired  by  tlie  treaty 
of  the  30th  April,  18()3,  and  their  acquiescence  in  its 
tciriporary  continuation  under  tlie  authorities  of  Spain, 
was  not  the  result  of  any  tlistrust  of  Uieir  title,  as  had 
been  particularly  evinced  by  the  general  tenor  of  their 
laws,  but  was  occasioned  by  their  conciliatory  views, 
a  confidence  in  the  justice  of  their  cause,  and  the  re- 
sult of  candid  discussion  and  amicable  negotiations 
with  a  friendly  power;  that  a  satisfactory  adjustment 
of  existing  differences,  too  long  delayed,  without  the 
fault  of  the  United  States,  had  been,  for  some  time, 
entirely  suspended,  by  events  over  which  Uiey  had  no 
control;  and  a  crisis  was  now  arrived,  subversive  of 
the  order  of  things  under  the  authority  of  Spain, 
whereby  a  failure  of  on  the  part  of  the  United  States, 
to  take  the  country  into  their  possession,  might  lead 
to  events  ultimately  contravening  the  views  of  bodi 
parties;  while  in  the  meantime  the  security  and  tran- 
quility of  their  adjoining  territories  were  endangered, 
and  new  facilities  given  to  the  violation  of  their  reve- 
nue and  coinmereial  laws,  and  of  those  for  the  prohi- 
bition of  the  importation  of  slaves:  the  failure  might 
farther  bo  considered  as  a  dereliction  of  their  tide, 
and  an  insensibility  to  the  importance  of  the  stake. 

It  was  urged,  that  the  acts  of  congress,  although  con- 
templating a  present  possession  by  a  foreign  prince, 
had  also  had  in  view  an  eventual  one  by  the  United 
States,  and  had  accordingly  been  so  framed,  as  in  that 
case  to  extend  their  operations  thereto. 

The  president  concluded  by  announcing,  that  under 
diese  weighty  and  urgent  considerations,  he  had 
deemed  it  right  and  requisite,  that  possession  should 
be  immediately  taken  of  the  said  territory,  in  the  name 
and  behalf  of  the  United  States.  The  governor  of 
the  territory  of  New-Orleans  was  accordingly  directed. 
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to  carry  the  views  of  the  United  States  into  complete 
execution,  and  to  exercise  over  that  part  of  die  terri- 
tory the  authority  and  functions,  legally  appertaining 
to  his  office;  the  people  were  ciiargcd  >o  pay  due  re- 
gard to  him  in  his  official  character,  to  be  obedient  to 
the  laws,  to  ch^-rish  harmony  and  demean  dicmselves 
as  peaceful  citizens,  under  assurance  of  protection  in 
the  enjoyment  of  liberty,  property  and  the  religion 
they  f>rofess. 

Claiborne,  on  his  return  from  the  United  States, 
stopped  at  Natchez,  where  governor  Holmes  furnished 
him  with  a  deuichment  of  ihe  militia  of  the  Mississippi 
territory,  which  was  joined  by  a  volunteer  troop  of 
horse,  from  the  neighborhood.  They  marched  to  St. 
Francisville,  th(3  iirst  town  below  the  line  of  demarca- 
tion, where,  on  the  7th  of  December,  without  any 
opposition,  he  hoisted  the  flag  of  the  United  Slates,  in 
token  of  his  having  taken  possession  of  the  country,  in 
their  name  and  behalf,  the  inhabitants  cheerfully  sub- 
mitting to  his  authority.  He  announced  this  event  by 
a  proclamation,  and  by  subsequent  ones  established, 
in  this  new  part  of  the  territory  of  Orleans,  the  parishes 
of  Feliciana,  East  Baton  Rouge,  St.  Helena,  St.  Tam- 
many, Biloxi  and  Pascagoula. 

No  attempt  was  made  to  occupy  the  town  of 
Mobile,  nor  any  part  of  the  country  around  it,  and 
the  Spanish  garrison  of  Fort  Charlotte  was  left  un- 
disturbed ;  Claiborne  having  been  especially  instructed 
not  to  take  possession,  by  force,  of  any  post  in  which 
the  Spaniards  had  a  garrison,  however  small  it  might 
be. 

We  have  seen,  that  in  the  latter  part  of  the  preced- 
ing year,  Wilkinson  had  been  ordered  to  the  seat  of 
government:  he  reached  it  towards  the  middle  of 
April    There  were  then  two  committees  of  the  house 
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of  roprcRpnlftlivos,  cliarj^iMl  witli  onquirifs  on  mailers 
lliat  coiicLM'iiod  liini,  viz:  llic  cause  of  the  pi^rvnl  mor- 
tality among  tlio  troops  on  thr  Mississippi,  (lnrin<;  tlio 
preceding  year;  liis  public  lite,  conduct  and  character: 
and  while  the  attention  of  the  house  was  thus  arrested 
on  the  general,  the  executive  deeuHMl  it  proper  to  sus- 
pend any  proceeding  in  regard  to  him.  Oongrtss  ad- 
journed,  without  ciUier  of  die  connnitlees  makirkg  a 
report.  Soon  after  die  mecMihg  of  congress,  in  the 
winter,  Uic  first  committee  made  a  report,  vvliich  did 
not  im|dicale  Wilkinson's  conduct;  die  other,  widiout 
an  expression  of  their  opinion,  ^submitted  to  the  house 
the  whole  evidence?  before  them:  without  acting  on  it, 
the  house  directed  it  to  be  laid  before  the  president  of 
the  United  States. 

Claiborne  came  to  New-Orleans  early  in  January, 
to  meet  the  third  territorial  legislature,  at  its  second 
session;  but  an  uncontrollable  event  induced  him  to 
prorogue  it  till  the  fourth  Monday  of  that  mondi. 

The  slaves  of  a  plantation,  in  the  parish  of  St.  John 
the  Baptist,  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  about 
diirty-six  miles  above  New-Orleans,  revolted  and 
were  immediately  joined  by  Uiose  of  several  neighbor- 
ing plantations.  They  marched  along  the  river,  to- 
wards the  city,  divided  into  companies,  each  under 
an  officer,  widi  beat  of  drums  and  flags  displayed, 
compelling  the  blacks  dicy  met  to  fall  in  dicir  rear; 
and  before;  they  could  be  <;hecked,  set  fire  to  the 
houses  of  four  or  five  plantations.  Their  exact  num- 
ber was  never  ascertained,  but  asserted  to  be  about 
five  hundred.  The  militia  of  the  parish  and  those 
above  and  below,  were  soon  under  arms:  maior  Mil- 
ton  came  down  from  Baton  Rouge,  with  die  regular 
force  under  his  orders,  and  general  Hampton,  who 
was  then  in  the  city,  headed  those  in  Fort  St.  Charles 
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and  Uic  harracks.  'Plio  hiacks  vvrrosornsinToundcd 
and  roiit(«(I:  sixiy-six  of  iln'm  were  (Milur  kilh'd  dnr- 
in«;  tii(>  action,  or  hun^  on  the  spot,  innn(  cliati'ly 
aftor.  Sixt(!(;n  were  sent  to  the  city  for  trial,  and  a 
number  ilod  to  die  swamps,  wh(To  they  could  not  b<; 
pursued:  several  of  tln.'se  had  been  danj^erously 
wounded,  and  the  corpses  of  others  were  afterwards 
discovered.  The  blacks,  sent  to  JNew-Orleans,  wer<; 
convicted  and  ex<H'Uted.  Their  heads  wer(^  placed 
on  hti>ii  poles,  abov(;  and  below  th(>  city,  and  alon«:;  the 
riv<'r  as  far  as  the  plantation  o  j  which  the  revolt  be- 
•jjan,  and  on  those  on  which  th(;y  had  committed  de- 
vastation. 'Vo  insure  tranquility  and  (piiet  alarm,  a 
part  of  the  re<j;ular  tbrces  and  tin;  militia  remained  on 
duty  in  the  neiijrhborhood,  during  a  considerable  time. 

The  general  assembly  made  |)rovision  for  the  rep- 
resentation of  the  inhabitants  of  the  innv  part  of  the 
territory  in  the  legislature.  They  erected  two  new 
judicial  districts,  viz;  those  of  Feliciana  and  Cata- 
lioula;  the  town  of  Vidalia,  in  die  parish  of  Concor- 
dia, opposite  to  die  city  of  Natchez,  was  established; 
a  charter  of  incorporation  was  granted  to  a  number 
of  individuals,  who  had  formed  themselves  into 
companies,  (or  establishing  two  banks,  the  Planters' 
bank  and  the  bank  of  Orleans:  these  institutions  ap- 
peared to  be  called  for  by  the  expiration  of  die  char- 
ter of  the  bank  of  the  United  Stales.  The  first  had  a 
capital  of  six  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  the  du- 
ration of  its  charter  was  fifteen  years;  the  capital  of 
the  other  was  five  hundred  thousand  dollars^  and  its 
charter  had  die  same  duration. 

An  act  was  passed,  granting  to  liivingston  and  Ful- 
ton, the  sole  and  exclusive  right  and  privilege  to  build, 
construct,  make,  use,  employ  and  navigate  boats,  ves- 
sels and  water  crafts,  urged  or  propelled  through  the 
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water  by  fire  or  steam,  in  all  the  creeks,  rivers,  bays 
and  waters  whatsoever,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  tiic 
territory,  during  eighteen  years  from  the  first  of  Jan- 
uary 181*2. 

Before  the  adjournment  of  the  legislature,  oflicial 
information  was  received,  that  congress  had,  on  the 
eleventh  of  February,  passed  an  act,  to  enable  the 
people  of  the  territory  to  form  a  constitution  and 
state  government,  and  the  admission  of  sucit  state  into 
the  union. 

Congress  had  not,  as  yet,  determined  Uiat  die  part 
of  the  ceded  territory,  of  which  possession  had  been 
taken  a  few  months,  should  be  part  of  the  new  state, 
nnd  its  inhabitants  were  not  authorized  to  appoint 
members  of  the  convention,  for  framing  the  consti- 
tution. 

The  qualifications  of  die  electors  were  citizenship 
of  >he  United  States,  one  year's  residence  in  the  terri- 
tory and  having  paid  a  territorial,  county,  district  or 
parish  tax;  persons  having,  in  other  respects,  the  legal 
qualifications  for  voting  for  representatives  in  the  gen- 
eral assembly  of  the  territory,  were  also  authorized  to 
vote. 

The  act  was  silent  as  to  any  qualifications,  with  re- 
gard to  the  members  of  the  convention:  their  number 
was  not  to  exceed  sixty;  the  third  Monday  of  Septem- 
ber was  named  for  their  election,  and  they  were  di- 
rected to  meet  on  the  first  Monday  in  November. 
The  members  who  were  to  compose  it,  were  to  be  ap- 
portioned among  the  counties,  districts  and  parishes 
by  the  legislature. 

The  election  was  to  be  held  at  the  same  places  and 
conducted  in  the  same  manner,  as  that  for  members  of 
the  house  of  representatives. 
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The  convc.ition  was  to  assemble  iiiiy  city  of  Ncw- 
Orleans. 

That  body  was  fir  lo  detc  .nine,  by  the  majority 
of  the  wliole  nnmbcM  "lected  whether  it  be  expedi- 
ent or  not,  at  that  time,  to  form  a  constitution  or  state 
government,  for  the  people  of  the  territory,  and  if  it  was 
determined  to  be  expedient,  was  to  declare,  in  the 
same  maimer,  in  behalf  of  die  people,  that  it  adopted 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Congress  required,  that  the  constitution  to  be  form- 
ed, should  be  republican ;  consistent  widi  the  consti- 
tution of  the  United  States;  contain  the  fundamental 
principles  of  civil  and  religious  liberty;  secure  to  the 
citizens  the  right  of  trial  by  jury  in  criminal  cases,  and 
that  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpits,  conformably  to  the 
provisions  of  the  constitution  ot  the  United  States ;  and 
that,  ifter  the  admission  of  the  new  state  into  the  uniof), 
the  laws  which  suit  a  state  may  pass  and  be  promul- 
gated, and  its  records,  of  every  description,  be  pre- 
served, and  its  legislative  and  judicial  written  proceed- 
ings be  conducted  in  the  language,  in  which  the  laws, 
the  legislative  and  judicial  written  proceedings  were 
then  published  and  conducted. 

The  convention  vvas  further  required  to  provide,  by 
an  ordinance  irrevocable,  without  the  consent  of  the 
United  States,  that  the  people  of  the  territory  do  agree 
and  declare  that  they  do  forever  disclaim  all  right  or 
title  to  the  waste  or  unappropriated  lands,  lying  within 
the  territory,  and  that  the  same  shall  be  and  remain 
at  the  sole  and  absolute  disposition  of  the  United 
States ;  and,  moreover,  that  each  and  every  tract  of 
land  sold  by  congress,  shall  remain  exempt  from  any 
tax  laid  by  the  order,  or  under  the  authority  of  tl>e 
state,  county,  township,  parish  or  any  other  purpose 
whatever,  for  the  term  of  four  years  from  the  respec- 
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live  (lays  of  (lie  anio  tlien;of:  riirilirr,  tlint  ilir  lands 
of  cili/.tMis  of  the  United  Slates,  residing  wJtIioiit  tin; 
state,  shall  never  be  taxed  hi<<;ii(<r  than  the  lands  lie- 
lon^ing  to  persons  residing  tlui ein ;  and  no  tax  shall 
(Her  l)e  imposed  on  lands  L>elonging  to  the  United 
States. 

( 'ongress  agreed  that  five  p«  r  cent,  on  die  neat  pro- 
ceeds of  die  sales  of  di(;  p(d>iic  lands  of  the  United 
States,  shoidd  he  applied  to  laying  out  and  construct- 
ing public;  roads  and  levees,  in  the  state,  as  the  legis- 
hxuu't)  may  diiTct. 

'The  act  finally  provided,  that  if  die  constitution  or 
form  of  government,  to  bemach;,  was  not  disapproved 
by  congress,  at  their  next  s(>ssioii  after  tlu'y  received  it, 
die  new  state  should  b(;  admitted  into  die  union,  upon 
(b(^  same  footing  widi  the  original  states. 

The  legislature  apportioned  die  number  of  mem- 
bers of  the  convention  among  Uk;  parishes,  and  made 
]>rovisioii  for  the  expenses  attending  it,  and  adjourned 
111  the  latter  part  of  April. 

\i\  tlie  summer,  a  court  martial  was  ordered,  for  die 
trial  of  Wilkinson,  to  meet  at  Frederickstovvn,  and,  on 
the  1  lib  of  July,  he  was  furnished  widi  a  copy  of  the 
charges  against  him.  He  was  accused  of  having  cor- 
ruptly combined  with  the  government  of  Spain,  in 
liouisiana,  tor  the  separation  of  the  western  people 
from  the  Adantic  states;  of  having  corruptly  received 
large  ^ums  of  money  from  Spain ;  of  having  connived 
at  the  designs  of  Burr;  of  Imving  been  an  accomplice 
in  them:  of  wasti:  of  public  money;  and  finally,  ol" 
disobedience  to  orders. 

In  die  mo'itii  of  November,  die  convention  assem- 
bled at  N;;vv-Orleans.  The  constitution  of  the  Unit- 
ed Slates  was  adopted:  a  constitution  was  Iririncd, 
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ami  ror<MV(?(l  ihc  sij^rmtiircs  of  all  the  members  of  ihc 
coiiv<Miii(ui,oii  ili(>  'i'id  of  January. 

'Vho  prea\iil>lo  of  rhis  (l(»ciiiii('ii(,  descrihrs  the  limits 
of  the  new  Kial<»,  and  <l(u:lareM  the  ereetion  of  the  terri- 
tory into  a  statir,  hy  the  naincMif  Louisiana. 

Thv  |>on'«Ts  of  ^overntnent  are  divided  into  Uiree 
distinet  i)r;incli(5s ;  each  of  which  is  confided  to  a  sepa- 
rate l)ody  of  inigisiracy,  the  Ie;»islativ«!,  executive  and 
judiciary;  and  ii  is  declared  that  no  person  or  number 
of  persons,  of  any  of  the  ma;»istracies,  shall  exercise 
any  power  conlided  to  tiny  of  the  others. 

The  le<:;islntive  powers  are  vested  in  a  gen ;)ral  as- 
sonddy,  composed  of  a  senate  and  house  of  represen- 
tatives. 

Tlie  election  is  to  take  place  on  the  first  Monday  of 
July,  in  every  oUier  year. 

The  qualifications  of  (electors  are  die  same,  in  re- 
gard to  lh(;  senate  and  house  of  representatives. 

Every  free  white  male  citi/.en  of  the  United  States, 
having  attained  the  age  of  twenty- one  years,  and  re- 
sided one  year  in  the  country,  and  having,  within  the 
last  six  months  paid  a  state  tax,  or  being  a  purchaser 
of  lands  of  die  United  States,  is  entitled  to  a  vote. 

Free  white  male  citizens  of  the  United  States,  hav- 
ing attained  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  resided  in 
the  state  during  th(^  two  preceding  years,  and  during 
the  last  in  the  county  or  district,  and  holding  landed 
property  therein  to  the  value  of  five  hundred  dollars, 
are  eligible  as  members  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives. 

The  number  of  representatives  is  to  be  ascertained 
and  regulated  by  thci  number  of  qualified  electors ;  a 
census  thereof  is  to  be  taken  in  every  fourth  year. 

The  state  is  divided  into  fourteen  senatorial  dis- 
voL.  II.        30 
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tricts,  which  are  forever  to  remain  indivisible,  and 
each  of  which  elects  a  senafor. 

Each  senator  must  be  a  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
have  attained  the  age  of  thirty  years,  and  have  double 
the  time  of  residence  and  value  of  property,  required 
of  a  member  of  the  house  of  representatives. 

Senators  are  elected  tor  six  years,  one  third  of  them 
going  out  evcy  second  year. 

In  either  bouse,  a  majority  of  its  members  consti- 
tutes a  quorum,  but  a  less  number  may  adjourn  and 
CO')  J  pel  attendance. 

Each  is  judge  of  the  qualifications  and  elections  of 
its  own  members ;  appoints  its  ofliceys ;  determines  the 
rules  of  its  proceedings;  may  punish,  and,  with  the 
concurrence  of  two  thirds,  expel  a  member,  but  not  a 
second  time  for  the  same  offence  ^  keeps  and  publishes 
a  weekly  journal  of  it&  proceedings,  and  enters^  there- 
on, the  yeas  and  nays,  at  the  desire  of  two  members. 

Neither,  during  the  session,  can,  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  other,  adjourn  for  more  than  three  days, 
nor  to  any  other  place,  than  that  in  which  they  respec- 
tively sit. 

The  members  of  each  house  receive  a  compensa- 
tion for  their  services,  from  the  treasury.  Except  in 
cases  of  treason,  felony  and  breach  of  the  peace,  they 
are  privileged  from  arrest,  while  sitting  in,  going  to,  or 
returning  from  the  house,  and  for  any  speech  therein, 
cannot  be  questioned  elsewhere.  They  are,  during 
the  period  of  their  service  and  the  following  year,  in- 
eligible to  any  office  created,  or  the  emoluments  of 
which  were  increased  during  the  period  for  which 
they  were  elected,  unless  the  office  be  filled  by  the  suf- 
frages of  the  people. 

Clergymen^  f»riests  or  teachers  of  any  religious  per- 
suasion, and  collectors  of  public  taxes,  not  duly  dis« 
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cliarged,  are  ineligible  as  members  of  the  general  as- 
sembly. 

Every  bill  is  to  be  read  three  times,  in  each  of  the 
houses 

Bills  for  raising  a  revenue  originate  in  the  house  of 
representatives ;  but  the  senate  may  propose  amend-^ 
ments. 

The  executive  power  is  vested  in  a  governor. 

He  must  be,  at  le?»st,  thirty-five  years  of  age,  have 
resided  six  years  i":  the  state,  immediately  betbrc  aie 
election,  and  hold,  in  his  own  right,  a  landed  estate  of 
the  value  of  five  thgusand  dollars,  according  to  the 
tax  list. 

Members  of  congress,  persons  holding  any  office 
under  the  United  Slates  and  ministers  of  any  religious 
society,  are  ineligible  as  governor. 

Every  fourth  year  the  electors  of  members  of  the 
legislature  vote  for  a  governor,  at  the  time  and  place 
at  which  they  vote  for  the  legislature;  and,  on  the  se- 
cond day  after  the  meeting  of  that  body,  the  members 
of  both  houses  meet  in  the  house  of  representatives, 
choose  a  ^rovernor  out  of  the  two  individuals  having 
received  the  greatest  number  of  votes  from  the  people: 
but,  if  more  than  two  have  such  a  number,  the  mem- 
bers vote  for  them  in  the  same  manner:  but  if  more 
than  one  mdividual  have  an  equal  number  of  votes, 
next  to  the  one  who  had  the  highest,  they  vote  for  one 
of  the  former,  to  be  voted  for  with  the  latter. 

In  this,  as  in  all  other  elections,  the  votes  are  taken 
by  ballot. 

The  governor  is  commander  in  chief  of  the  army 
and  navy,  and  of  the  militia,  except  when  the  latter  is 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States;  but  does  not  act 
personally  in  the  field,  unless  so  advised  by  the  legisla- 
ture.   He  nominates  and  appoints,  with  the  advice 
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and  consent  of  the  senate,  judges,  sheriffs  and  all  other 
officers,  created  hy  the  constitution,  whose  appoint- 
ment it  does  not  vest  in  other  persons;  he  fills,  pro- 
visionally, all  vacancies  happening  during  the  recess  of 
the  legislature;  he  has  power  to  remit  fines  and  for- 
feitures; except  in  cases  of  impeachment,  he  grants 
reprieves,  and,  with  the  approbation  of  the  senate, 
pardons;  in  case  of  treason  he  grants  reprieves  till 
the  meeting  of  the  general  assembly,  who  alone  may 
pardon. 

He  may  require  information,  in  writing,  from  any 
officer  in  the  executive  department,  on  any  matter  re- 
lating to  their  respective  offices. 

He  gives,  from  time  to  time,  to  the  general  assem- 
bly, informatioti  respecting  the  situation  of  the  state, 
and  recommends  measures  to  their  consideration,  and 
takes  care  that  the  laws  be  executed. 

On  extraordinary  occasions,  he  convenes  the  gene- 
ral assembly,  at  the  seat  of  government,  or  elsewhere 
in  cases  of  danger.  If  the  houses  disagree,  at  the 
time  of  their  adjournment,  he  adjourns  them  to  any 
day  within  four  months. 

He  visits  the  several  counties,  at  least,  once  in  every 
two  years. 

Every  bill,  after  having  passed  both  houses,  is  sent 
to  the  governor,  who  signs  it,  if  he  approves  of  it ;  oth- 
erwise he  returns  it  to  the  house  from  whence  it  came, 
with  his  objections,  where,  after  they  are  entered  on 
the  journal,  the  bill  is  reconsidered,  and  if  two  thirds 
cf  the  members  elected,  vote  for  it,  it  is  sont,  with  the 
objections,  to  the  other  house,  and  becomes  a  law,  if 
voted  for  there,  by  two  thirds  of  the  members  elected. 

Resolutions,  to  which  both  houses  made  assent,  are 
sent  to  the  governor  in  the  same  manner  as  bills. 

If  the  governor  do  not  return  a  bill  or  resolution 
within  ten  days  after  receiving  it,  his  approbation  is 
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presumed,  unless  the  houso,  in  which  it  originated, 
prevents  its  return  by  an  adjournment. 

A  secretary  of  state  is  appointed  for  the  same  peri- 
od as  the  governor:  he  attests  the  latter's  ollicial  acts, 
and  is  the  keeper  of  the  archives. 

The  governor's  compensation  cannot  be  increr.scd 
or  diminished  during  the  incumbent's  period  of  ser- 
vice. 

The  judicial  power  is  vested  in  a  supreme  and  infe- 
rior courts.  The  first  is  composed  of  not  less  than 
three  nor  more  than  five  judges.  It  sits  at  New-Or- 
leans during  the  months  of  January, February,  IMarch, 
April,  May,  June,  July,  November  and  December, 
for  the  eastern  district;  and  at  Opelousas  during  the 
rest  of  the  year,  for  the  western.  The  legislature  may 
change  the  place  of  sitting,  in  the  western  circuit,  eve- 
ry fifth  year.  Its  jurisdiction  is  appellate  only,  and 
extends  to  civil  cases,  in  which  the  value  of  the  matter 
in  dispute,  exceeds  three  hundred  dollars. 

Inferior  courts  are  established  by  law. 

The  judges  are  conservators  of  the  peace  through- 
out the  state;  they  hold  their  offices  during  their  good 
behavior.  They  are  removable  on  impeachment,  and, 
for  any  reasonable  cause,  not  sufficient  for  impeach- 
ment, they  may  be  removed  by  the  governor,  on  the 
address  of  three  fourths  of  each  house  of  the  general 
assembly. 

The  power  of  impeachment  is  vested  in  the  house  of 
representatives  alone.  The  senate  is  the  sole  judge, 
and  conviction  cannot  take  place  without  the  concur- 
rence of  two  thirds  of  the  senators  present. 

The  governor  and  all  civil  officers  are  liable  to  im- 
peachment for  any  misdemeanor  in  office.  The  judg- 
ment extends  only  to  removal  and  disqualification; 
but  is  subject  to  prosecution  in  other  courts. 
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In  case  bf  the  governor's  impeachment,  death,  re- 
signation or  removal,  his  functions  devolve  on  the  pre- 
sident of  the  senate. 

Provision  was  made  for  the  freedom  of  the  press; 
the  writ  of  habeas  corpus;  the  trial  by  jury,  and  the 
due  administration  of  justice  in  criminal  cases;  ad- 
mission to  bail,  and  the  exclusion  of  cruel  and  unu- 
sual punishment. 

The  clauses,  recommended  by  congress,  were  in- 
serted. » 

A  mode  for  revising  the  constilution  was  provided. 

Arrangements  were  made,  in  a  schedule,  for  the 
march  of  the  state  government,  at  the  expiration  of 
the  territorial,  by  continuing  the  officers  of  the  former, 
until  superseded  by  law. 

Those  who  prepared  the  first  form  of  a  constitution, 
submitted  to  the  convention,  took  the  constitution  of 
Kentucky  for  a  model:  they  made  several  alterations, 
and  others  were  introduced  by  the  convention. 

One  of  the  principal  was  a  provision  for  the  salary 
of  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court,  whi  h  was  fixed 
at  five  thousand  dollars:  another  was  the  obligatiori 
imposed  on  the  judges  of  all  courts,  as  often  as  it  may 
be  possible,  in  every  definitive  judgment,  to  refer  to 
the  particular  law,  in  virtue  of  which,  the  judgment 
is  rendered,  and,  in  all  cases,  to  adduce  the  reasons 
on  which  it  is  founded. 


Wilkinson — Archives.'— Gazettes. 
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CHAPTER  XV. 


First  steam  boat  on  the  Mississippi, — Jlpostolic  aditiinis- 
tration. —  Wilkinson^s  acquittal. — Louisiana  admitted 
into  the  Union  — Conditions, — Extension  of  limits. — 
Proclamation  of  the  president  of  the  convention^  order- 
ing  elections,,  under  the  authority  of  the  state. —  War 
declared  against  Great  Britain. —  Wilkinson  assumes 
the  command  of  the  seventh  militiry  district. — First 
session  of  thcjirsf  state  legislature, — Governor  Clai- 
borne,— The  extension  of  limits  assented  to. — Hurri- 
cane,— Second  session  of  the  legialaturc. — Judicial  sys- 
tem.— Congress  directs  posssesnon  to  be  taken  of  the 
territory  west  of  the  Rio  Perdido. —  Wilkinson  drives 
the  Spanish  garrison  from  Fort  Charlotte  at  Mobile. — 
He  is  ordered  to  the  northern  froh tier  of  the  U.  S,,and 
is  succeeded  by  gen.  Flournoy. — Attack  of  fort  Mimms. 
The  Creeks  chastised  at  Tallusatche  and  other  places. 
Embargo. — One  thousand  militia  of  Louisiana  called 
into  the  service  of  the  U,  S — Third  session  of  the  le- 
gislature.—  The  Indians  further  chastised. — A  fur- 
ther tequisition  of  the  militia  — Peace  with  the  Creeks, 
Brig  Orpheus. — ColonelJVichols  — His  proclamation. 
He  attempts  to  secure  the  assistance  of  the  Barrataria 
people- — .Attack  on  fort  Boyer  — The  Barrataria  peo- 
ple dispersed. — Committee  of  dr fence  in  JVew-Orleans. 
Jackson  marches  to  Pensacola^  and  compels  the  gover- 
nor to  remove  garrisons  of  his  army  in  the  forts. 

On  the  tenth  of  January,  1812,  the  inhahitants  of 
New-Orleans  witnessed  the  approach  of  the  first  ves- 
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sel,  propelled  by  steam,  which  floated  on  the  Missis- 
sip[)i«-the  New-Orleans,  from  Pittsburg.  The  cap- 
tain stated,  he  had  been  but  two  hundred  and  fifty-nine 
hours,  actually  on  the  way. 

We  have  seen  that  boon  after  the  cession,  the 
Pope  had  placed  the  ecc'esiastical  concerns  of  the 
success  of  Lonisiiin,  under  the  care  of  bishop  Carrol, 
of  Kaltiniore,  he  now  confided  them  to  the  abbe  Du- 
bourg,  a  French  clergyman,  who  had  resided  for  sev- 
eral years  in  Baltimore,  and  who  came  to  New-Or- 
leans with  the  appointment  of  Apostolic  Administra- 
tor. 

The  president  of  the  United  Stales  approved,  on 
the  1 1th  of  February,  1812,  the  sentence  pronounced 
by  the  court  martial,  on  the  23d  of  December  preced- 
ing, acquitting  Wilkinson  of  all  the  charges  exhibited 
against  him. 

Early  in  the  month  of  April,  congress  passed  an 
act  for  the  admission  of  the  territory  of  Orleans,  as 
a  state,  into  the  union ;  but  the  act  was  not  to  be  in 
force  till  the  30th  of  the  month,  the  ninth  anniversary 
of  the  treaty  of  cession.  It  was  declared  to  be  a  con- 
dition of  the  admission  of  the  new  member,  that  the 
river  Mississippi,  and  the  navigable  waters  leading 
into  it,  and  into  the  gulf  of  Mexico,  should  be  com- 
mon highways,  and  forever  free,  as  well  to  the  inhab- 
itants of  that  state  as  to  those  of  the  other  states  and 
territories  of  the  United  States,  without  any  tax,  duty, 
impost  or  toll  therefor,  imposed  by  the  state,  and  that 
this  condition  and  all  others,  stated  in  the  act  of  the 
preceeding  session,  for  enabling  the  inhabitants  of  the 
territory  to  form  a  constitutiori  &,c.  should  be  consid- 
ered, as  the  fundamental  terms  and  conditions  of  the 
admission  of  the  state  into  the  union. 
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A  few  days  after,  another  act  was  passed,  for  ex- 
tending the  hinits  of  the  slate,  l)y  annexing  Uiereto,  the 
country  south  of  the  Mississippi  territory,  and  east  of 
the  Mississippi  rivoran«l  the  hik<!s,  as  far  us  Pearl  river. 

The  legislature  was  required,  in  case  it  assented  to 
this  accession  of  territory,  to  make  provision,  at  its 
next  session,  for  the  representation  of  the  inliahitants, 
in  the  legislature,  according  to  die  principles  of  the 
constitution,  and  for  securing  to  them  equal  rights 
with  those  enjoyed  by  the  people  of  the  other  pans  of 
the  state:  the  law  passed  for  this  purpose,  being  liable 
to  revision,  modification  and  amendments  by  con- 
gress, and,  also,  in  die  mode,  provided  for  amend- 
ments to  the  constitution,  but  not  liable  to  change  and 
amendment  by  die  legislature  of  the  slate. 

On  the  l*2th  of  the  same  month,  Wilkinson  was  di- 
rected, by  the  secretary  of  war,  to  return  to  New-Or- 
leans and  resume  his  command. 

Authentic  copies  of  die  late  acts  of  congress  having 
reached  New-Orleans  in  the  beginning  of  June,  Poy- 
dras,  the  president  of  the  late  convention,  in  compli- 
ance with  a  provision  of  the  schedule,  annexed  to  the 
constitution,  issued  his  proclamation  for  the  election 
of  a  governor  and  members  to  die  legi-^lature. 

General  Wilkinso'i  reached  New-Orleans  on  tho 
8th  of  June. 

Congress  declared  war  against  Great  Britain,  on 
the  18tli. 

The  senate  and  house  of  representatives,  according 
to  the  constitution,  assembled  on  the  !27th,  and  on  the 
following  day,  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  governor: 
Claiborne  and  Villere,  the  son  of  the  gcndeman  who, 
we  have  seen,  fell  under  the  bayonets  of  a  Spanish 
guard,  in  1769,  were  the  individuals  who  had  receiv- 
ed the  highest  number  of  votes  from  dio  people:  the 
VOL.  II.         40 
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former,  who  liad  a  larger  number  than  the  latter,  was 
ciiosen. 

The  first  act  of  i!ic  Ir<jislafMrr,  was  that  by  which 
lh«  proMixsj'd  (<xtent  oflrrritory  was  assented  tf);  and 
the  next  vyas  that  providin<^'  for  the  representation  of 
tlie  new  citizens  of  the  stote,  in  its  legislature,  and  die 
exieKsion  to  them  of  all  the  ri<]^[its  enjoy<  d  by  the  in- 
h.i  hi  tints  of  the  other  parts  of  the  state.  They  wrre 
allowed  three  senators  and  six  members  of  die  house 
of  representatives. 

Ti  was  thought  best  to  postpone  the  establishment 
of  i!i(3  judiciary  department,  till  the  new  members  of 
Uit;  l(<Tislature  could  he  elected  and  take  their  seats; 
and  aOer  attending  to  such  matters  as  required  imme- 
di  we  attention,  the  legislature  adjourned  early  in  Sep- 
tember, to  the  !23d  of  November. 

On  the  nineteenth  of  August,  the  country  suffered 
a  gi'{  at  deal  tVuni  a  liurricaiie,  the  ravjjgcs  of  which 
exceeded  tho^e  hitherto  known  by  any  of  the  inhabi- 
tai*<^s.  Several  buildings  were  blown  down  in  New- 
Oi  loans,  particularly  a  very  large  and  elegant  market 
house. 

At  their  second  session,  a  supreme,  district  and  par- 
ish courts  were  organized:  the  first  was  to  be  com- 
posed of  three  judges,  and  Hall,  Mathews  and  Der- 
bigny  were,  accordingly,  appoinied.  The  state  was 
divided  into  seven  districts,  in  which  a  court  was  to 
be  holden,  in  each  parish,  except  the  first,  by  a  district 
judge,  who  had  the  same  jurisdiction  as  the  late  terri- 
torial superior  court.  Jn  the  first  district  the  court 
was  to  be  holden  in  New-Orleans  only. 

The  parish  courts  were  continued  on  the  same  foot- 
ing, except  that  of  New-Orleans,  to  which  the  juris- 
diction of  a  district  court  was  given. 

The  arms  of  the  United  States  tvere  unsuccessful 
on  the  northern  frontier,  durins;  the  year  1812:  sen- 
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ertl  Hull  surroudi'i'p.d  liis  army  to  the  enemy,  who 
possessed  tfiemselvesof  ti»e  whole  Michi;:;;iu  territory, 
(lieiieral  Van  liauselaer  was  more  fortunate  at  the 
batde  of  C|iieeustown,  wliere  he  drove  oiV  the  assail- 
atits,  with  a  coiisidemhlj  lo^s,  particuhuly  that  of 
tiieir  leader  iijeiieral  Hrock. 

The  navy  acMjuired  much  eclat:  the  Hrllish  frisjates 
(niuM'tiore,  Macedo.'iiau  and  Java,  wrre  t;«kcu  hy  raj)- 
talns  Hull,  Dccatiu'  and  Haiul>ii<!i:;e;  the  sionp  of 
war  Alert,  hy  capn^iu  Porter,  an  I  ilie  hiigs  of  war 
Dcroit  and  Caledonia  hy  lieutenant  .lo'ies. 

The  United  States  lost  the  hrii^s  iSautilus  and 
Vixen  and  the  j-loop  of  war  the  Wasp. 

On  the  riifi  of  February,  1813,  congress  authoriz- 
ed the  president  of  the  United  l5tatcs,  to  occupy  and 
hold  that  part  of  West  Florida,  lying  west  of  the  river 
Perdido,  not  Uien  in  the  possession  of  the  United 
Stales.  Orders  for  liiis  purpose  were  si'ut  to  Wilkin- 
son, who  imniediatv.'ly  took  measures  wiih  rointnodore 
►Shaw,  and  the  necessary  equipments  i)eiiig  mad* ,  the 
forces  euiploy'd  in  this  service  reached  tho  vicinity  of 
ibrt  Ciiarlotte,  in  t  e  night  l)(3tween  the  7(h  am!  8ih  of 
Ar>i*:!,  having  on  their  way  dispossessed  a  Spanish 
gu  ifd,  on  Oaupliin  island,  and  intercepted  a  Spanish 
transport,  having  on  board  detachments  of  ariiller}', 
widi  provisions  and  munitions  of  war.  Djd  (»ayeta- 
no  Perez,  who  commanded  in  fort  Charlotte,  received 
the  first  intbrmation  of  Wilkinson's  apj)roach  from  his 
drums.  The  place  was  strong  and  well  supplied  widi 
artillery,  but  the  garrison  consisted  of  one  hundred 
and  filly  eflfective  men  only,  and  was  destitute  of  pro- 
visions, as  the  troops  depended  upon  the  town  for 
daily  subsistence.  Don  Gayetano  capitulated  on  the 
thirteenth.  The  garrison  was  sent  to  Pensacola,  but 
the  artillery  of  the  fort  was  retained,  to  be  accounted 
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for  by  the  United  States:  with  part  of  it,  Wilkinson 
cstablislied  a  small  fortification  on  Mobile  point,  wbicb 
commanded  tbe  entrance  of  tbe  bay;  lie  left  colonel 
Constant  in  command  at  fort  Cbarlotte,  and  rettu'ned 
to  New-Orleans,  wbicb  he  lefi  a  tew  days  after,  being 
ordered  to  join  tbe  army  on  tbe  frontiers  of  Canada. 

General  Flournoy,  of  Georgia,  was  sent  to  com- 
mand the  forces  on  the  Mississippi. 

The  British  had  sent  emissaries  from  Canada, 
among  the  southern  Indians,  with  a  virw  to  induce 
them  to  take  np  the  hitchtt  against  the  IVoiitier  in- 
habitants of  Georgia  and  the  >  ississippi  torritoiy. 
Those  men  were  successful  among  the  Creeks,  who, 
on  the  20th  of  June,  manifested  their  hostile  tem- 
per by  the  massacre  of  several  individuals  of  their 
own  tribes,  who  were  friendly  to  the  United  'tales. 
This  event  was  not,  however,  followed  by  any  posi- 
tive act  of  hostility  against  the  United  States,  till  the 
13th  of  September,  when  they  committed  a  sudden, 
unptovoked,  and  d  ring  outrage  against  them. 

Major  Jieasley  had  been  sent  to  command  a  small 
garrison,  which  it  had  been  deemed  proper  to  put  in 
fort  Mimms,  in  the  Ten  au  settlement  of  the  Missis- 
sippi territory;  a  Creek  Indian  came  and  informed 
bim,  in  an  apjjarently  friendly  mannev,  that  he  was 
to  be  attacked  within  two  days:  having  made  his 
communication,  he  departed  and  was  hardly  out  of 
sight  when  twenty  or  thirty  of  his  countrymen  came 
iu  view,  and  forcibly  entered  the  fort.  In  the  attempt 
to  shut  the  gate,  JBeasley  was  killed:  the  garrison  re- 
venged his  death  by  that  of  all  the  assailants.  This 
first  party  was,  however,  soon  followed  by  a  body  of 
about  eight  hundred:  the  garrison  was  overpowered, 
the  fort  taken  and  every  man,  woman  and  child  in  it 
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*»lau«j;litercd,  with  the  ex(  eption  of  four  privatp«i,  who. 
thouii;h  severely  woinided,  eftected  their  escape,  and 
readied  fort  Htoddarl. 

This  misf(U'tuiie  w  is  cofisiderahly  heightened  by 
the  circumstaui-e  of  a  number  of  the  settlers  near  the 
fort  having;  sent  their  families  there  for  protection:  the 
number  ot  white  persons  who  thus  perished  amount- 
ed to  three  hinulred  and  fifty.  The  garrison  made 
a  most  obstinate  defence;  two  hundred  and  lifty  In- 
dians were  icilled,  and  the  number  of  the  wounded 
could  not  be  known. 

Tins  event  broke  up  the  settlement:  its  Iniipbitantfi 
sought  the  protection  of  the  white  people,  at  Mobile 
and  forts  Htoddard  and  St.  Stevens. 

A  forty-fourth  regiment  of  infantry  had  been  or- 
dered to  be  rai-  ed,  and  exclusively  employed  in  the 
s*ate  of  Louisiana  and  West  Florida.  Colonel  (j. 
T.  lioss,  to  whom  the  command  of  it  had  been  given, 
entered  on  the  recruiting  service  early  in  the  month 
of  Octob.r. 

On  the  first  account  of  the  disaster  at  fort  Mimms, 
very  large  parties  of  the  militia  of  the  states  of  Ten- 
nes*<ee  and  Georgia,  volunteered  their  services,  and 
took  the  field  under  generals  Jackson  and  Floyd,  to 
avenge  their  countrymen  The  first  blow  w  as  struck 
on  the  third  of  November,  at  the  Tallusa'clie  towns, 
where  one  hundred  and  eighty-six  warriors  were 
killed,  and  eighty -four  women  and  children  made 
prisoners:  the  militia  had  five  men  killed  and  forty- 
one  wounded  A  week  after  Jackson,  with  about 
two  thousand  Tennessee  volunteers,  feP  on  the  Indi- 
ans at  Talledoga  and  defeated  them,  killing  three 
hundred  warriors:  he  had  only  six  men  killed  and 
eiirhtv  wounded. 
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On  the  eij^litcentli  a  division  of  llieTcimcsssee  vol- 
iintecr  inilitia^  luul'-r  j;iMH'nil  White,  (LHtroyrd  tlie 
towns  of  Liltic  OakfuiUrc,  (ie.tili^a  and  iiiiUbiu'; 
ill  an  action  in  which  he  had  not  a  niiin  killed  or 
woiinded,  and  he  killetl  nixty  Indians  a. d  made  two 
hundred  and  fifty-six  prisoners. 

(ieneial  FU)yd,  with  nine  liundred  nnd  sixty  m''ii, 
of  the  (*tor^ia  militia,  and  three  hundred  and  iiity 
friendly  Indians,  attacked  fifteen  hundred  ho  ile 
Creeks,  at  Antussee  and  Tallassre  lie  burnt  up- 
wards of  four  hniidred  houses,  and  killed  two  hun- 
dred warriors,  incluciin^  the  kini^s  of  the  two  towns. 
His  loss  was  seven  killed  antl  liity-four  wounded. 

Congress,  on  the  seventeenth  of  December,  laid  a 
general  embargo. 

In  the  latter  part  of  that  monthii  Flournoy,  by  or- 
der of  the  United  States,  made  a  re(|uisit.on  of  <me 
thousand  men  of  the  militia  of  the  stae.  to  bt  emi)loy- 
ed  in  the  service  of  the  United  State-.,  durii-.n;  six 
months,  unless  sooner  discli\rged.  Llaiborne  com- 
plied with  the  requisition  immediately. 

The  arms  of  the  United  States  were  more  success- 
ful on  the  northern  frotiti*  r  during  this  year,  Ihan  in 
the  preceding,  yet  but  little  advantage  was  obtained. 
The  enemy  made  considerable  havotk  ^w  t!»e  Ches- 
apeake, in  the  towns  of  Hampton,  Havre  dc  Grace, 
Georgetown  and  Krederickton. 

The  navy  acquired  mii'h  glory:  the  British  ships 
Detroit  and  Queen  Charlotte,  brig  Ifunter,  schooners 
Lady  Prevost  and  ('iiippf)vva,  and  sloop  Little  lielt, 
were  taken  by  commodore  Perry.  The  brigs  Pea- 
cock and  iJoxcrby  captain  Lawrence  and  lieutenant 
Brown,  the  schooners  Dominica  and  i'ighflyer  by  a 
pri- ateer,  and  ( aptain  Rodgers.  The  United  States 
lost  thii  frigate  (dies  ipeake,  md  schooners  Viper, 
Asp,  Julia  and  Growler,  and  brig  Argus. 
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Tlio  Ici^islnUire  Ikv:jui  ils  tliird  '^CHsionon  the  third 
of  .laniiKry  181 1^  l)ul  did  not  pass  any  very  impor- 
tant act. 

General  Claiborne,  at  the  head  of  a  delaelnneiit 
of  the  Misrsissippi  territory,  on  the  twenty-third  of 
.laruiary,  burned  the  town  of  Ktchenachaca,  (holy 
ground)  and  routed  the  Indians.  Two  days  after, 
general  Floyd  was  attacked,  on  his  encampment, 
forty-eiajht  miles  west  of  Catahonciiee:  but  the  en- 
emy retreated  alter  a  severe  eonllict.  Tlie  loss  of 
the  general  was  twenty-two  killed  and  twenty-seven 
wounded. 

A  decisive  blow  was  at  last  struck  on  the  twenty- 
seventh  of  March,  when  general  Jackson  attacked 
the  enemy's  entrenchments,  and,  after  an  action  of 
five  hours,  completely  defeated  them,  killing  seven 
hundred  and  fifty  warriors,  and  taking  two  hundred 
and  fifty  women  and  children.  His  loss  was  twen- 
ty-five killed  and  one  hundred  and  five  wounded. 

Congress,  on  the  fourteenth  of  April,  repealed  the 
embargo  and  new  importation  laws. 

In  the  course  of  that  month  the  banks  in  New- 
Orleans  ceased  to  pay  specie  for  their  notes. 

Lieutenant  colonel  Pearson,  with  two  hundred 
and  fifty  of  the  North  Carolina  militia,  and  seventy 
friendly  Indians,  having  '^coured  the  banks  of  the 
Alabama,  made  six  hundred  and  twenty-two  men. 
women  and  children  prisoners. 

Official  accounts  were  received  at  Washington 
city  of  the  fall  of  Bonapjirte;  t!ie  restoration  of 
Louis  XVin.  and  the  consequent  general  pacifica- 
tion in  Europe.  These  events  leaving  to  Great 
Britain  a  large  disposable  force,  and  ofTering  her 
the  means  of  giving  to  the  war  in  America  a  char- 
acter of  new  and  increased  activity  and  extent;  al- 
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tliougli  the  government  of  the  United  States  did  not 
know  that  such  would  be  its  application,  nor  what 
particular  point  or  points  would  become  objects 
of  attack,  the  president  deemed  it  advisable  to 
strengthen  the  line  of  the  Atlantic  and  the  gulf  of 
Mexico.  His  directions  were  accordingly  commu- 
nicated by  the  secretary  of  war  to  Claiborne,  to  or- 
ganize and  hold  in  readiness  a  corns  of  one  thous- 
and  militia  infantry,  the  quota  of  Les^b*  -la,  also  a  re- 
quisition made  on  die  executive  of  the  several  states, 
for  ninety-three  thousand  five  hundred  men.  Clai- 
borne lost  no  lime  in  carrying  the  views  of  the  gene- 
ral government  into  execution. 

The  Creek  Indians  having  sued  for  peace,  power 
was  given  to  Jackson  to  conclude  it.  This  was 
done  at  Fort  Jackson,  on  the  ninth  of  August. 

This  treaty  strongly  marks  the  temper  of  the 
United  States'  agent.  It  begins  by  stating  that  an 
unprovoked,  inhuman  and  sanguinary  war,\vaged^by 
the  hostile  Creek  Indians,  against  the  United  States, 
has  been  repelled,  prosecuted  and  determined  suc- 
cessfully on  the  part  of  the  latter,  in  conformity  with 
the  principles  of  national  justice  and  honorable 
warfare,  and  consideration  is  due  to  the  rectitude 
of  the  proceding,  dictated  by  instructions  relating  to 
the  re-establishment  of  peace;  that  prior  to  the 
conquest  of  that  part  of  the  Creek  nation,  hostile 
to  the  United  States,  numberless  aggravations  had 
been  committed  against  the  peace,  the  property  and 
the  lives  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  and 
those  of  the  Creek  nation  in  amity  with  them,  at  the 
mouth  of  Duck  river,  fort  Mimms  and  elsewhere, 
contrary  to  national  faith,  and  an  existing  treaty j 
that  the  United  States,  previously  to  the  perpetra- 
tion of  such  outrages,  endeavored  to  secure  future 
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amity  and  concord  between  the  Creek  nation  and 
their  citizens,  in  conformity  with  the  stipulations  of 
former  treaties,  fulfilled  with  punctuality  and  good 
faith,  their  engagements  to  the  Creek  nation,  and 
more  than  two  thirds  of  the  whole  number  of  chiefs 
and  warriors,  disregarding  the  genuine  spirit  of  ex- 
isting treaties,  suffered  themselves  to  be  instigat- 
ed to  violations  of  their  national  honor,  the  res- 
pect due  to  the  part  of  the  nation  faithful  to  the 
United  States,  and  the  principles  of  humanity,  by 
impostors,  denominating  themselves  prophets,  and 
by  the  duplicity  and  misrepresentations  of  foreign 
emissaries,  whose  governments  are  at  war,  open  or 
understood,  with  the  United  States. — Wherefore: 

The  United  States  demand  an  equivalent  for  all 
expenses,  incurred  in  prosecuting  the  war  to  its  ter- 
mination, by  a  cession  of  all  the  territory  belonging 
to  the  Creek  nation,  within  certain  hmits,  expressed 
in  the  treaty. 

The  United  States  guaranty  to  the  Creek  nation 
the  integrity  of  the  rest  of  their  territory. 

They  demand,  that  the  Creek  nation  abandon  all 
communication  and  cease  to  hold  any  intercourse 
with  any  British  or  Spanish  post,  garrison  or  town, 
and  that  they  shall  not  admit  among  them  any  agent 
or  trader,  who  shall  not  have  authority,  to  hold  com- 
mercial or  other  intercourse  with  them,  from  the 
United  States. 

The  United  states  demand  an  acknowledgement 
of  the  right  of  establishing  military  posts  and  trad- 
ing houses,  and  to  open  roads  within  the  territory, 
guarantied  to  the  Creek  nation,  and  a  right  to  the 
free  navigation  of  all  its  waters. 

The  United  States  demand  the  immediate  sur- 
render of  all  the  persons  and  property  of  their  cili- 
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zen8  and  their  friendly  Indians,  and  promise  to  re- 
store the  prisoners  they  made  in  the  nation,  and  the 
ptoperty  of  any  of  its  members. 

The  United  States  demand  the  capture  and  sur- 
render of  all  the  prophets  and  instigators  of  the  war, 
whether  foreigners  or  natives,  who  have  not  sub- 
mitted to  the  arms  of  the  United  States,  or  become 
parties  to  the  treaty,  if  ever  they  shall  be  found 
within  the  territory,  guarantied  by  the  United  States 
to  the  the  nation  by  the  treaty. 

The  Creek  nation  being  reduced  to  extreme  want 
and  not  having,  at  present,  the  means  of  subsistance, 
the  United  States,  from  motives  of  humanity,  will 
cor.tinue  to  furnish,  gratuitously,  the  necessaries  of 
life,  until  crops  of  corn  be  considerad  competent  to 
yield  th  ^  nation  a  supply,  and  will  establish  trading 
houses  among  them  to  enable  the  nation,  by  indus- 
try and  economy,  to  purchase  clothing. 

The  Creek  nation  acceding  to  these  demands,  it 
is  declared,  that  a  permanent  peace  shall  ensue, 
from  the  date  of  the  treaty  forever,  between  the 
Creek  nation  and  the  United  States,  and  the  Creek 
nation  and  the  Cherokee,  Chickasaw  and  Coctaw 
nations. 

Early  in  the  month  of  August,  the  British  brig 
Orpheus,  brought  several  officers  of  that  nation  to 
the  bay  of  Apalachicola,  with  several  pieces  of  ar- 
tillery. Their  object  wa.-*  to  enter  into  arrange- 
ments with  the  chiefs  of  the  Creek  nation  of  Indians 
for  obtaining  a  number  of  their  warriors  to  join  the 
British  force,  which  was  soon  expected,  and  in- 
tended for  the  attack  of  the  fortification  which 
Wilkinson,  after  he  had  taken  fort  Charlotte,  had 
established  at  Mobile  point,  and  the  possession  of 
which  was  considered  as  an  object  of  great  impor- 
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tance  towards  the  execution  of  ulterior  operations, 
which  were  meditated  against  Louisiana.  These 
officers  easily  succeeded  in  rallying  a  number  of 
Indians  around  the  British  standard.  Individuals 
from  almost  all  the  tribes,  who  dwelled  to  the 
euHtward  of  the  Choctaws,  joined  the  Creeks:  they 
were  supplied  with  arms  and  drilled. 

Soon  after,  colonel  Nichols  arrived  at  Pensacola. 
He  had  sailed  T.-om  Burmudas  with  a  few  companies 
of  infantry,  and  touched  at  the  Havana,  in  expec- 
tation of  obtaining,  from  the  captain  general  of  the 
island  of  Cuba,  a  few  gun-boats  and  small  vessels, 
with  permission  to  land  his  men  and  some  artillery 
at  Pensacola.  He  obtained  no  aid:  but  it  is  ima- 
ging tlje  captain  general  did  not  seriously  object 
to  his  eflfucting  a  landing  at  Pensacola,  as  he  did  so 
vvititout  any  effort  made  by  the  Spinish  officers  there, 
to  mniiitain  the  neutrality  of  the  place.  He  was 
soon  joined  by  the  officers  of  his  nation,  who  had 
preceded  him  in  West  Florida,  accompanied  by  a 
very  considerable  number  of  Indians.  He  establish- 
ed his  head  quarters  in  the  town,  from  which  he  issu- 
ed, on  the  t\v(  nty-ninth  of  August,  his  proclamation 
to  the  people  of  Louisiana. 

He  annoiinc»yl,  hnt  on  them  the  first  call  was  thrn 
nia<le  to  assist  in  ihe  liberation  of  their  natal  soil,  from 
a  faithless  and  weak  government.  To  Spaniards, 
Frenchmen,  Italians  and  Englishmen,  whether  resi- 
dents or  sojourners  in  Louisiana,  application  was 
made  f  »r  assistance.  The  colonel  said  he  had  brought 
a  fine  train  of  artillery  and  every  thing  requisite, 
was  heading  a  large  body  of  Indians,  commanded 
by  British  officers,  and  was  seconded  by  numerous 
British  and  Spanish  fleets.     His  object  was  to  put  an 
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end  to  the  usurpation  of  the  Unilcd  States,  and  restore 
the  country  to  its  lawful  owners. 

He  gave  assurances,  that  tlio  inhabitants  had  no 
need  to  be  alarmed  at  his  approach,  as  the  good  faith 
and  disinterestedness,  which  Britons  had  manifested 
in  Europe,  would  distinguish  them  in  America.  The 
people  would  be  relieved  from  taxes,  imposed  on  them 
to  support  an  unnatural  war:  their  property,  their 
laws,  their  religion,  the  peace  and  tranquility  of  their 
country,  would  be  guarantied  by  men,  who  suffered  no 
infringement  of  their  own. 

The  Indians,  he  added,  had  pledged  themselves,  in 
the  most  solemn  manner,  to  refrain  from  offering  the 
slightest  injury  to  any  but  the  enemies  of  their  Span- 
ish or  British  fathers.  A  French,  Spanish  or  Brit- 
ish flag,  hoisted  over  any  house,  would  be  a  sure  pro- 
tection, and  no  Indian  would  dare  to  cross  the  thresh- 
old of  such  a  dwelling. 

Addressing  himself  to  the  people  of  Kentucky,  he 
observed,  they  had  too  long  borne  with  grievous  im- 
posidons ;  the  whole  brunt  of  the  war  had  fallen  on 
their  brave  sons.  He  advised  them  to  be  imposed  on 
no  longer,  but  either  to  revenge  themselves  under  the 
standard  of  their  forefathers,  or  observe  the  strictest 
neutrality:  assuring  them,  that,  if  they  complied  with 
his  offers,  whatever  provisions  they  might  send  down 
would  be  paid  in  dollars,  and  the  safety  of  the  persons 
accompanying  them,  as  well  as  the  free  navigation  of 
the  Mississippi  would  be  guarantied  to  them. 

He  called  to  their  view,  and  he  trusted  to  their  ab- 
horrence, the  conduct  of  those  factions  which  had 
hurried  them  into  a  civil,  unjust  and  unnatural  war,  at 
a  time,  when  Great  Britain  was  straining  every  nerve 
JR  the  defence  of  her  own  and  the  liberties  of  the 
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world ;  when  the  bravest  of  iier  sons  were  fighting 
and  bleeding  in  so  sacred  a  cause;  when  she  was 
spending  inilhons  of  her  treasure,  in  endeavoring  to 
put  down  one  of  the  most  formidable  and  dangerous 
tyrants,  that  ever  disgraced  the  form  of  man ;  when 
groaning  Europe  was  almost  in  her  last  gasp;  when 
Britain  alone  shewed  an  undaunted  front ;  when  her 
assassins  endeavored  to  stab  her ;  from  the  war,  she 
had  turned  on  them,  renovated  from  the  bloody,  but 
successful  struggle ;  Europe  was  now  happy  and  free, 
and  she  now  hastened  justly  to  avenge  the  insult.  He 
besought  them  to  shew  they  were  not  collectively  un- 
just, and  leave  the  contemptible  few  to  shift  for  them- 
selves ;  to  let  the  slaves  of  the  tyrants  send  an  embassy 
to  the  island  of  Elba,  to  implore  his  aid,  and  let  eve- 
ry honest  American  spurn  them  with  united  con- 
tempt. 

He  asked,  whether  the  Kentuckians,  after  the  expe- 
rionce  of  twenty-one  years,  could  longer  support  those 
brawlers  for  liberty,  who  called  it  freedom,  when  them- 
selves were  free.  He  advised  them  not  to  be  duped 
any  longer  and  accept  of  his  offers,  assuring  them  what 
he  had  promised  he  guarantied  to  them  on  the  sound 
honor  of  a  British  officer. 

In  an  order  of  the  day  for  the  first  colonial  battal- 
ion  of  the  royal  corps  of  marines,  colonel  Nichols  in- 
formed them  they  were  called  upon  to  perform  a  duty 
of  the  utmost  danger,  and  to  begin  a  long  and  tedious 
march  through  wildernesses  and  swamps,  and  their 
enemy,  being  enured  to  the  climate,  had  a  great 
advantage  over  them:  but  he  conjured  them  to  re- 
member the  twenty-one  yearsof  glory  and  toil  of  their 
country,  and  to  resolve  to  follow  the  example  of  their 
noble  companions,  who  had  fought  and  shed  their 
blood  in  her  service ;  to  be  equally  faithful  and  trust 
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in  their  moral  discipline,  and  the  least  and  most  per- 
fidious of  their  enemies  would  not  long  maintain  him- 
self before  them. 

He  auded,  that  a  cause,  so  sacred  as  that  which  had 
led  them  to  draw  their  swords  in  Europe,  would  make 
them  unsheath  them  in  America,  and  use  them  with 
equal  credit  and  advantage.  In  Europe  their  arms 
had  not  been  employed  for  the  good  of  Uieir  country 
only,  but  for  that  of  those  who  groaned  in  the  chains 
of  oppression,  and  in  America  they  were  to  have  the 
same  discretion,  and  the  people  they  were  now  to  aid 
and  assist,  groaned  under  robberies  and  murders,  com- 
mitted on  them  by  the  Americans. 

He  said,  the  noble  Spanish  nation  had  grieved  fo 
see  her  territories  insulted,  having  been  robbed  and 
despoiled  of  a  portion  of  them,  while  overwhelmed 
with  distress  and  held  down  by  chains  a  tyrant  had 
loaded  her  with, "while  gloriously  struggling  for  the 
greatest  of  all  possible  blessings,  true  liberty;  the 
treacherous  Americans,  who  call  themselves  free,  had 
attacked  her,  like  assassins,  while  she  was  fiillen ;  but 
the  day  of  retribution  was  fast  approaching;  these 
atrocities  would  excite  horror  in  the  hearts  of  British 
soldiers,  and  would  stimulate  them  to  avenge  the  op- 
pressed. 

He  recommended  to  his  men  to  exhibit  to  the  Indi- 
ans the  most  exact  discipline,  and  be  a  pattern  to  those 
children  of  nature;  to  teach  and  instruct  them,  with 
the  utmost  patience,  and  correct  them  when  they  de- 
serve it ;  to  respect  their  affections  and  antipathies  and 
never  give  them  a  just  cause  of  offence. 

He  concluded  by  reminding  them,  that  sobriety 
above  all  things,  should  be  their  greatest  care:  a  sin- 
gle instance  of  drunkenness  might  be  their  ruin,  and 
he  declared  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  that  no  con- 
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sideration whatever  should  ever  induce  hiin  to  forgive 
a  drunkard. 

Emissaries  were  sent,  with  copies  of  this  proclama- 
tion, over  the  country,  between  Mobile  river  and  the 
Mississippi. 

On  the  capture  of  the  island  of  Guadaloupc,  by  the 
British,  most  of  the  privateers,  commissioned  by  the 
colonial   government,  unable  to  find  a  shelter  in  the 
West  Jndia  islands,  resorted  to  lake  Barrataria,  to  the 
west  of  the  city  of  New-Orleans,  for  supplies  of  water 
and  provisions,  recruiting  the  health  of  their  crews  and 
disposing  of  their  prizes,  which  they  were  unable  to 
do  elsewhere.     At  the  expiration  of  the  period,  during 
which  their  commissions,  from  the  governor  of  Gua- 
daloupe,  authorized  them  to  cruize,  these  people  went 
to  Carthagena,  ^vherw  ihey  procured  commissions,  au- 
thorizing the  capture  of  Spanish  vessels:  the  neutrali- 
ty of  the  United  States,  preventing  vessels  thus  cap- 
tured from  being  brought  to  their  ports,  they  were 
brought  to  Barrataria.    Under  that  denomination  was 
included  all  the  coast  on  the  gulf  of  Mexico,  between 
the  western  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  and  that  of  the 
river  or  bayou  Lafourche.  Near  the  sea  between  those 
streams  are  the  small,  large  and  larger  lakes  of  Bara- 
taria,  communicating  with  one  another  by  bayous,  the 
numerous  branches  of  which  interlock  each  other. 
A  secure  harbor  afforded  a  shelter  to  the  vessels  of 
those  people,  who  had  established  near  it  a  small  vil- 
iarge,  in  which  they  met  individuals  from  the  settle- 
ments of  Attakapas  and  Lafourche,  and  the  right  bank 
of  the  Mississippi,  and  even  New-Orleans,  who,  hav- 
ing but  few  competitors,  purchased  merchandize  on 
advantageous  terms^  and  obtained  good  prices  for  the 
provisions  they  brought.    Besides  privateersmen,  the 
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village  was  resorted  to  by  interlope  and  negro  tra- 
ders from  foreign  ports;  and  it  was  reported,  that 
some  of  the  Barataria  people  were  addicted  to  pirat- 
ical pursuits.  The  violation  of  the  laws  of  neutrality, 
the  fiscal  regulations  and  those  against  the  importation 
of  slaves,  by  the  men  of  Barataria,  though  persisted  in 
for  a  number  of  years,  had  not,  till  very  lately,  attract- 
ed the  notice  of  the  general  or  state  government. 
Commodore  Patterson  had  just  received  orders,  from 
the  secretary  of  the  navy,  to  disperse  those  marauders, 
the  schooner  Carolina  had  been  ordered  to  New- 
Orleans,  for  that  purpose,  and  colonel  Ross,  of  the 
forty-fourth  regiment,  had  been  directed  to  co-operate 
in  this  measure.  These  officers  were  now  making 
preparations  for  this  purpose. 

On  the  thirty-first  of  August  colonel  Nichols,  ad- 
dressed a  letter  to  Lafitte,  the  most  influential  indi- 
vidual at  Barataria,  informing  him  of  his  arrival 
at  Pensacola,  for  the  purpose  of  annoying  the  only 
enemy  Great  Britain  had  in  the  world,  and  called  on 
him  and  his  brave  followers  to  enter  into  the  service 
of  Great  Britain,  in  which  he  should  have  the  rank  of 
a  captain,  and  lands  would  be  allowed  to  them  all, 
according  to  their  respective  ranks  on  a  peace  taking 
place. 

An  offic  T  of  themarine  corps  was  despatched  with 
this  letter,  and  the  commander  of  the  king's  ships  at 
Pensacola,  wrote  also  to  Lafitte,  referring  him  to 
captain  Lockjer,  of  the  Sophia,  who  was  sent  to 
convey  Nichols'  emissary.  On  the  third  of  Sep- 
tember, those  letters  were  delivered  to  a  brother  oi' 
Lafitte,  who  w«s  absent.  He  amused  his  visitors 
and  encouraged  them  to  hope  he  would  come  into 
their  views,  but  asked  the  delay  of  a  fortnight  bo- 
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fore  he  made  his  final  determination  known.  He 
instantly  sent  to  a  merchant  in  New-Orleans,  the 
letter  he  had  received  and  Nichols'  proclamation, 
with  directions  to  communicate  them  to  Claiborne, 
and  deliver  him  a  letter,  in  which  Lafitte  offered  his 
services,  and  those  of  his  people,  to  defend  the  part 
of  the  state  he  occupied,  or  be  otherwise  employed 
against  the  enemy;  asking  only  that  a  stop  might 
be  put  to  the  proscription  of  his  brother,  himself 
and  their  adherents,  by  an  act  of  oblivion.  He  con- 
cluded with  the  assurance  that,  if  his  request  was 
not  granted,  he  would  forthwith  leave  the  state  to 
avoid  the  imputation  of  having  co-operated  in  an  in- 
vasion of  Barrataria. 

Claiborne  called  together  the  principal  officers  of 
the  army,  militia  and  navy,  and  laid  before  them 
Lafitte's  letter,  and  the  papers  he  had  received;  they 
recommended,  that  he  should  not  have  any  inter- 
course, or  enter  into  correspondence  with  any  of 
those  people.  Major  general  Villere  and  Claiborne 
were  the  only  persons,  at  this  meeling,  who  disap- 
proved of  the  recommendation. 

At  the  expiration  of  the  delay,  captain  Lockyer 
came  to  the  place  indicated,  to  receive  Lafitte's 
final  answer,  but  being  met  by  no  one  he  returned. 

Early  in  this  month,  the  quota  of  the  militia  in  the 
state,  which  had  been  ordered  to  be  held  in  readiness, 
in  consequence  of  a  requisition  of  Jackson,  who  had 
succeeded  Flournoy,  in  the  command  of  the  seventh 
military  district,  was  directed  by  Claiborne  to  rendez- 
vous in  New-Orleans,  to  be  organized  and  taken  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States. 

Fort  Boyer,  the  fortification  which  Wilkinson,  after 
the  Spanish  garrison  was  driven  out  of  Fort  Charlotte, 
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at  Mobile,  had  erected,  on  a  point  of  land  which  com- 
mands the  entrance  of  Mobile  bay,  was  found  a  great 
obstacle  to  the  operations  of  the  British  in  Louisiana, 
and  an  effort  was  made,  in  the  middle  of  September, 
to  take  possession  of  it. 

Commodore  Perry,  with  a  flotilla  of  four  vessels  of 
war,  in  which  he  hcd  brought  Nichols  and  his  troops 
to  Pensacola,  took  on  board  thirteen  hundred  men, 
six  hundred  of  whom  were  Indians;  his  ships  had 
ninety-two  pieces  of  heavy  artillery.  Major  Law- 
rence, who  commanded  the  fort,  had  a  garrison  of  one 
hundred  and  thirty  men  and  twenty  pieces  of  cannon. 
Perry  landed  a  part  of  his  soldiers,  who  erected  a 
battery,  the  guns  of  which  and  those  of  the  ships,  be- 
gan at  once  a  tremendous  fire:  but  the  fort  was  so 
gallantly  defended  and  his  own  ship  was  so  injured 
that  he  was  obliged  to  set  fire  to  her:  the  other  three 
were  so  absolutely  disabled,  that  the  commodore  took 
the  men  he  had  landed,  on  board,  and  sailed  away, 
having  had  one  hundred  and  sixty-two  men  killed  and 
as  many  wounded. 

On  the  eighteenth  of  September,  the  expedition  that 
had  been  prepared,  in  New- Orleans,  by  commodore 
Patterson  and  colonel  Ross,  reached  the  settlement  of 
Barrataria  men ;  those  people  had  abandoned  it,  as 
soon  as  they  perceived  the  vessels,  leaving  a  quantity 
of  goods,  that  were  saved  j  the  houses  were  all  de- 
stroyed. 

On  the  return  of  the  British  flotilla,  which  had  been 
repulsed  before  fort  Boyer,  the  British  were  permit- 
ted to  garrison  the  forts  at  Pensacola.  Jackson,  who 
was  then  at  Mobile,  determined  on  taking  possession 
of  that  town,  in  order  to  deprive  the  enemy  of  a  place 
of  shelter  and  refuge.    He  accordingly  assembled  at 
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fort  Montgomery,  on  the  Alabama  river,  a  body  of 
about  four  thousand  men,  composed  of  regulars  and 
militia  from  the  state  of  Teniu'ssee  and  Mississippi 
territory,  and,  soon  after,  led  them  towards  Pcnsacola, 
and  halted  within  two  miles  of  die  town,  on  the  sixth 
of  November. 

Major  Peirc,  an  aid  of  Jackson,  was  now  despatch- 
ed with  a  communication  totiie  Spanish  governor,  an- 
nouncing to  him,  that  the  army  of  the  United  States  did 
not  approach  with  any  hostile  views  to  Spain,  and  had 
no  object  but  to  deprive  the  British,  with  whom 
they  were  at  war,  of  a  place  of  refuge,  in  which  they 
prepared  the  means  of  annoying  the  inhabitants  of  the 
adjoining  territory  of  the  United  States.  He  there- 
fore required,  that  the  governor  should  admit  a  garri- 
son out  of  the  army  of  the  United  States  in  fort  St. 
Michael  and  that  of  the  Barrancas,  till  a  sufficient 
Spanish  force,  to  enable  the  colonial  governm'ent  of 
Pensacola,  to  support  the  neutrality  of  the  Catholic 
king's  territory,  should  arrive.  The  major  was  fired 
on,  although  he  approached  alone,  and  bore  a  con- 
spicuous white  flag:  he  reconnoitred  the  fort  and 
distinctly  saw  it  occupied  by  British  troops;  the 
Spanish  flag  was  displayed  over  it:  but  information 
was  received  that,  on  the  preceding  day,  both  the 
Spanish  and  British  fiags  had  been  simultaneously 
hoisted. 

Jackson,  on  the  return  of  Peire,  sent  a  letter  to  the 
governor,  by  a  prisoner,  demanding  an  explanation. 
A  Spanish  officer  soon  after  arrived,  with  a  letter  from 
the  governor,  containing  assurances  of  his  having  had 
no  participation  in  the  transaction  complained  o^  and 
that  if  the  communication  was  renewed  the  messenger 
would  be  received  with  due  respect.    Peire  went  in 
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accordingly,  at  midnight,  and  on  Jackson^s  proposi- 
tion being  rejected,  declared  that  recourse  would  be 
had  to  anns>. 

Accordingly  on  his  return,  on  the  seventh,  three 
thousand  men  were  marched  in  three  columns,  along 
the  beach,  in  order  to  avoid  the  fire  of  fort  St.  Michael ; 
but  when  in  sight  of  the  town,  the  artillery  proving  too 
heavy  for  the  sand,  the  middle  column  was  ordered 
to  charge,  and  as  soon  as  the  head  of  it  appeared  in 
the  principal  street,  a  Spanish  battery,  of  two  pieces  of 
cannon,  was  opened  on  it:  it  was  immediate! v  carri- 
ed at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  with  the  loss  of  eleven 
men  killed  or  wounded ;  the  Spaniards  had  one  man 
killed  and  six  wounded. 

The  governor  now  made  his  appearance,  with  a 
white  flag  in  his  hand,  and  being  met  by  some  officers, 
at  the  head  of  the  troops,  declared  his  intention  to  ac- 
cept the  proposition  made  to  him.  Jackson,  on  being 
iniormed  of  this,  hastened  to  the  house  of  the  intend- 
ant,  who  assured  him  the  town,  arsenals,  forts  and  mu- 
nitions of  war  would  be  surrendered.  On  this,  Jack- 
son ordered  hostilities  to  cease,  and  his  troops  to 
march  out  of  town. 

Notwithstanding  the  strong  assurances  of  the  gov- 
ernor and  intendant,  the  forts  were  not  surrendered. 
Jackson  was  making  preparations  to  storm  fort  St. 
Michael,  when  the  officer  commanding  it,  lowered  his 
flag  and  yielded  the  fortress,  before  a  single  blow  was 
struck. 

The  troops  were  marching  towards  fort  St.  Charles, 
of  the  Barrancas,  when  the  British  blew  it  up,  and  re- 
treated to  their  shipping,  with  some  of  their  Indians. 
Those  of  the  latter,  who  did  not  go  on  board,  fled 
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across  the  country ;  the  others  wore  landed  on  the 
Apalachicola,  and,  immediately  after,  the  vessels  sail- 
ed away. 

The  American  army,  shortly  after,  returned  to  Mo- 
bile. 
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at  JVeW'Orleans. — British  fleet  off  Pensacola. — Cap- 
ture of  the  flotilla  of  lake  Bonrne. — Barataria  men 
join  the  army. — Proceedings  oj  the  legislature. — Gen- 
erals Coffee  and  Carroll. — Major  Hinds. — Embargo. 
Jlffair  of  the  twenty-third  of  December. 

The  second  state  legislature  had  began  its  first  ses- 
sion on  the  tenth  of  November,  1814.  The  following 
extract  from  Claiborne's  speech,  shows  how  little  foun- 
dation there  was  in  the  rumor,  that  circulated,  of  the 
disaffection  of  the  inhabitants  of  Louisiana:  "In  the 
patriotic  ardor,  which  pervades  the  state,  I  behold  a 
pledge  of  its  fidelity,  and  devotion  to  the  American 
union.  This  ardor,  this  American  spirit,  has  been 
tested  by  the  facility  with  whicli  the  late  requisition, 
for  an  auxiliary  force  of  militia  infantry,  has  been  car- 
ried into  effect,  by  the  laudable  zeal  with  which  the 
volunteer  cavalry  and  riflemen  have  pressed  forward 
in  their  country's  cause.  In  meeting  the  requisition,  I 
am  satisfied  with  the  conduct  of  every  officer,  whose 
duty  it  was  toco-operate;  and  J  have  noticed,  with 
pleasure,  the  promptitude  with  which  most  of  the  re- 
giments furnished  their  contingent.  But,  for  the  valu- 
able services  of  the  cavalry  and  riflemen,  we  are  par- 
ticularly indebted  to  the  distinguished  patriotism  of 
the  citizens  of  Feliciana  and  Attakapas.     You  cannot, 
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gentlemen,  too  highly  appreciate  the  patriotic,  the 
martial  spirit  which  at  present  exists." 

General  Jackson  reached  New-Orleans  on  the  se- 
cond of  December,  and,  on  the  next  day,  descended 
the  river  to  view  fort  St.  Charles,  at  Plaquemines,  and 
other  works  which  were  projecting  on  the  opposite 
bank.  A  committee  of  the  legislature  waited  on  him, 
with  the  copy  of  a  resolution  of  that  body,  testifying, 
that  the  great  and  important  services,  lately  rendered 
by  him  and  the  gallant  army,  under  his  command,  en- 
titled them  to  the  thanks  and  gratitude  of  the  general 
assembly. 

Accounts  were  now  received  from  Pensacola,  that 
a  very  large  naval  force  of  the  enemy  was  off  that  port, 
and  it  was  generally  understood  New-Orleans  was  the 
object  of  the  attack ;  eighty  vessels  were  in  sight,  and 
more  than  double  that  number  were  momentarily 
looked  for.  There  were  vessels  of  all  descriptions  and 
a  large  body  of  troops.  Admiral  Cochrane  comman- 
ded the  fleet,  and  his  ship  the  Tonnant,  was  off  the 
port. 

Lieutenant  Jones,  who  commanded  on  lake  Borgne, 
a  flotilla  consisting  of  five  gun-boats  and  a  schooner, 
was  ordered  to  reconnoitre  and  ascertain  the  disposi- 
tion and  force  of  the  enemy,  and  in  case  they  should 
attempt,  through  this  route,  to  effect  a  disembarkation, 
to  retire  to  the  Rigolefs,  the  principal  pass  between 
lakes  Borgne  and  Pontchartr.iin,  and  there,  with  his 
flotilla,  make  an  obstinate  resistance  and  contend  to 
the  last.  He  remained  off  ship  island  till  the  twelfth, 
when  the  enemy's  force  being  much  increased,  he  re- 
tired to  a  position  near  the  Malheureux  island,  from 
whence,  on  his  being  attacked,  he  had  a  better  oppor- 
tunity of  making  his  retreat  to  the  Rigolets,  where 
alone  he  was  instructed  to  make  opposition.    This 
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pass  and  that  of  Chef  Menteur,  unite  at  the  entrance 
of  the  lake,  and  form  a  narrow  channel,  on  reaching 
which  the  gun-boats  would  be  enabled  to  present  as 
formidable  an  opposition,  as  could  be  made  to  all  the 
force  that  could  be  brought  against  them,  and  put  at 
defiance  any  effort  that  could  be  made  against  the 
city  through  that  route. 

On  the  thirteenth,  Jones  perceived  the  enemy's  bar- 
ges approaching  him,  and  immediately  weighed  his 
anchors,  with  the  design  of  reaching  the  Rigolets :  but 
found  this  absolutely  impracticable.  A  strong  wind 
having  blown  for  some  days  to  the  east,  from  the  lake 
to  the  gulf,  had  so  reduced  the  depth  of  water,  that 
the  best  and  deepest  channels  were  insufficient  to  float 
his  little  squadron ;  the  oars  were  resorted  to,  but  in 
vain.  Every  thing  that  could  be  spared  was  thrown 
overboard ;  but  this  was  also  ineffectual.  At  last,  a 
sudden  tide  brought  a  momentary  relief,  lifted  the 
boats  from  the  shoals,  and  Jones  directed  his  course 
to  the  Rigolets,  and  came  to  an  anchor  at  one  o'clock 
on  the  next  morning,  in  the  west  passage  of  the  Mal- 
heureux  island,  and  at  day-break  saw  the  pursuit  had 
been  abandoned. 

There  was,  at  the  bay  of  St.  Louis,  some  public 
stores,  which  he  had  sent  the  schooner  Sea  Horse,  to 
bring  off  The  British  barges  made  two  vain  attempts 
to  capture  this  vessel.  Her  commander  deeming  it 
impossible  to  execute  Jones'  orders,  destroyed  the 
stores:  and  seeing  the  enemy  returning  in  great  force, 
blew  up  the  schooner  and  retreated  by  land. 

On  the  morning  of  the  fourteenth,  the  enemy's  bar- 
ges were  seen  approaching  the  gun-boats:  a  retreat 
became  impossible;  the  wind  was  entirely  lulled,  a 
perfect  calm  prevailed  and  a  strong  current  setting  to 
the  gulf,  rendered  every  effort,  to  reach  the  Rigolets, 
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unavailing,  the  resolution  was  taken  to  fight  as  long  as 
there  remained  the  hope  of  the  least  success.  The 
line  was  formed,  with  springs  on  the  cables.  Forty- 
three  barges,  mounting  as  many  cannon,  with  twelve 
hundred  fine  men,  were  advancing  in  an  extended 
line,  and  came  soon  in  reach;  at  half  after  eleven 
o'clock  they  commenced  to  fire,  and  the  action  imme- 
diately became  general.  Owing  to  a  strong  current 
setting  out  to  the  east,  two  of  the  boats  were  unable  to 
keep  their  anchorage^  and  floated  about  one  hundred 
yards  in  advance  of  the  line.  The  enemy  advanced 
in  three  divisions;  the  centre  one  bore  down  on  the 
centre  boat,  commanded  by  the  senior  officer,  and 
twice  attempting  to  board,  was  twice  repulsed,  with 
an  immense  destruction  of  officers  and  men  and  the 
loss  of  two  boats,  which  were  sunk.  Jones  being  too 
severely  wounded  to  maintain  the  deck,  the  command 
devolved  on  Parker,  who  no  less  valiantly  defended 
his  flag,  till  his  wounds  compelled  him  to  retreat,  and 
the  boat  was  soon  after  carried :  another  boat,  though 
gallantly  defended,  was  soon  after  taken  and  the  guns 
of  both  turned  on  the  others,  which  were  compelled  to 
surrender.  The  loss  on  board  of  the  gun  boats  was 
ten  men  killed  and  thirty-five  wounded:  that  of  the 
British  not  less  than  three  hundred.  The  Americans 
had  five  boats,  one  hundred  and  eighty-two  men,  and 
twenty-three  guns.  The  force  of  the  assailants  has 
already  been  stated. 

The  loss  of  the  gun  boats  left  the  enemy  complete 
master  of  the  lakes  to  the  east  of  the  island  on  which 
the  city  of  New-Orleans  stands,  and  gave  him  the  fa- 
cility of  reaching  it  by  any  of  the  waters  running  east- 
erly to  any  of  these  lakes. 

The  crisis  appeared  really  alarming.    TIiC  force  in 
New-Orleansconsistedonly  of  seven  hundred  men  of 
VOL.  II.  4*5 


Tf 

if  1 

1 

g 

m 

m 

■ 

).- 


Mr\ 


-m: 


m  ■  ■■  1  ■  * , 


338 


CHAPTER 


[1814 


the  seventh  and  forty-fourth  regiments  of  the  United 
States,  and  one  thousand  state  militia,  besides  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  sailors  and  marines.  Three  thousand 
men  of  the  militia  of  Tennessee,  under  general  Carrol, 
and  a  body  of  twelve  hundred  and  fifty  riflemen  of  the 
same  state,  under  general  Coffee,  were  looked  for; 
and  it  was  reported,  a  body  of  twenty-five  hundred 
men  from  Kentucky,  under  general  Thomas,  were  on 
their  march ;  and  it  was  deemed,  that  after  leaving  a 
sufficient  part  of  the  militia  of  the  state  in  the  diffferent 
parishes  to  keep  the  slaves  in  awe,  three  thousand  men 
might  be  brought  to  the  defence  of  the  city — making, 
with  some  aid  from  the  Mississippi  territory,  a  general 
total  of  about  twelve  thousand :  but  the  enemy  was 
much  nearer  to  the  city  than  three-fourths  of  this 
force. 

Although  the  population  of  New-Orleans  was  com- 
posed of  individuals  of  diffferent  nations,  it  was  as  pa- 
triotic as  that  of  any  city  in  the  union.  The  Creoles 
were  sincerely  attached  to  liberty  and  the  general  go- 
vernment: they  had  given  a  strong  evidence  of  this, 
on  their  admission  into  the  union,  by  the  election 
of  the  governor,  judges,  and  almost  every  other  officer 
sent  to  them  by  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
The  Spaniards  were  very  small  in  number,  and  a  few 
of  them  might  have  been  elated  to  see  the  ff  ag  of  their 
nation  raised  in  the  country,  but  they  had  no  sympa- 
thetic feeling  for  the  British:  the  individuals  of  that 
nation  who  were  not  naturalised  had  retired  into  the 
interior.  There  were  a  few  from  almost  every  other 
European  nation,  but  nothing  was  apprehended  from 
them. 

Claiborne  was  sincerely  attached  to  the  government 
of  his  country,  and  the  legislature  was  prepared  to  call 
forth  and  place  at  Jackson's  disposal  all  the  resources 
of  the  state. 
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The  disappointment  of  some,  who  had  unsuccess- 
fully struggled  for  ascendency,  had  united  them  in  op- 
position to  Claiborne's  measures.  There  were  a  few 
citizens  of  the  United  States  of  considerable  talents  and 
influence  among  them,  many  of  whom  had  seats  in  the 
legislature;  and  hitherto,  when  no  immediate  danger 
seemed  to  threaten,  had  thrown  some  difficulty  in  the 
way  of  Claiborne  on  his  attempt  to  bring  a  part  of  the 
militia  into  the  service  of  the  United  States.  The  go- 
vernor, who  in  1806  had  joined  Wilkinson  in  the  cry 
of  spies  and  traitors,  was  disposed  to  consider  his  op- 
ponents as  of  that  character. 

Hall,  the  district  judge  of  the  United  States,  had 
become  obnoxious  to  a  few  individuals;  he  had  been 
from  the  beginning  very  strict  in  enforcing  the  laws  of 
congress,  and  persons  brought  before  him  Tor  breaches 
of  the  revenue,  embargo  or  non-importation  laws,  had 
conceived  the  idea  that  he  was  extremely  severe. 
Among  the  papers  of  Lafltte,  which  had  been  lately 
taken  at  Barataria,  had  been  found  letters  of  several 
merchants,  who  had  hitherto  sustained  a  good  charac- 
ter, affording  evidence  of  their  being  accomplices  of 
that  man,  and  prosecutions  had  been  instituted  against 
some  of  them.  The  stern  impartiality  of  the  judge 
had  induced  a  belief  they  had  much  to  apprehend: 
the  counsel,  whom  they  had  employed,  were  generally 
the  opponents  of  Claiborne. 

The  want  of  an  able  military  chief  was  sensibly 
felt,  and  notwithstanding  any  division  of  sentiment  on 
any  other  subject,  the  inclination  was  universal  to  sup- 
port Jackson,  and  he  had  been  hailed  on  his  arrival  by 
all.  There  were  some,  indeed,  who  conceived  that 
the  crisis  demanded  a  general  of  some  experience  in 
ordinary  warfare ;  that  one  whose  military  career  had 
begun  with  the  current  year,  and  who  had  never  met 
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with  any  but  an  Indian  force,  was  ill  calculated  to 
meet  the  warlike  enemy  who  threatened :  but  all  were 
willing  to  make  a  virtue  of  necessity,  and  to  take  their 
wishes  for  their  opinions,  and  manifested  an  unbound- 
ed confidence  in  him.  All  united  in  demonstrations 
of  respect  and  reliance,  and  every  one  was  ready  to 
give  him  his  support.  His  immediate  and  incessant 
attention  to  the  defence  of  the  country,  the  care  he 
took  to  visit  every  vulnerable  point,  his  unremitted  vigi- 
lance and  the  strict  discipline  enforced,  soon  convinced 
all  that  he  was  the  man  the  occasion  demanded. 

Unfortunately  he  had  been  surrounded,  from  the 
momentof  his  arrival,  by  persons  from  the  ranks  of 
the  opposition  to  Claiborne,  Hall  and  the  state  govern- 
ment, and  it  was  soon  discovered  that  he  had  become 
impressed  with  the  idea,  that  a  great  part  of  the  popu- 
lation of  Louisiana  was  disaffected  and  the  city  full  of 
traitors  and  spies.  It  appears  such  were  his  senti- 
ments as  early  as  the  eighth  of  September;  for  in  a 
letter  of  Claiborne,  which  he  since  published,  the  go- 
vernor joins  in  the  opinion,  and  writes  to  him  "I  think 
with  you  that  our  country  is  full  of  spies  and  traitors." 
The  governor  was  not  unwilling  to  increase  his  own 
merit,  by  magnifying  the  obstacles  he  had  to  surmount: 
he  therefore  stated  in  his  correspondence  with  Jack- 
son every  opposition  he  met  with,  and  did  not  fail  to 
represent  every  one,  who  did  not  think  as  he  did,  as  ini- 
mical to  the  country.  Those  who  immediately  sur- 
rounded Jackson  on  his  arrival,  with  a  view  to  en- 
hance his  reliance  on  them^  availed  themselves  of  eve- 
ry opportunity  to  increase  his  sense  of  danger. 

Time,  which  is  the  true  test  of  the  soundness  of 
opinions,  has  shewn  that  the  people  of  Louisiana  de- 
served well  of  their  country  during  the  invasion^  and 
that  not  one  shadow  of  treason  or  disaffection  appeared 
in  Uicm. 
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An  instance,  of  what  is  called  the  machinations  of 
foreigners,  has  been  recorded.  Colonel  Coliel,  a  Span- 
ish officer  of  the  garrison  of  Pensacola,  had  an  only 
daughter  married  to  Lacroix,  a  wealthy  planter,  and 
was  on  a  visit  at  his  farm,  a  few  miles  below  the  city: 
in  writing  thence  to  one  of  his  friends  in  Pensacola,  he 
stated  the  weakness  of  the  force  the  British  would 
have  to  encounter  in  Louisiana,  and  expressed  his  be- 
lief of  their  success.  This  letter  was  intercepted  and 
sent  to  Claiborne,  who  submitted  it  to  the  attorney- 
general.  The  latter  thought  there  was  no  room  for 
his  interference,  but  gave  it  as  his  opinion,  that  in  time 
of  war,  when  an  invasion  was  apprehended,  the  gover- 
nor might  send  away  any  foreigner  whom  he  suspect- 
ed of  any  concert  with  the  enemy.  On  this  the  colo- 
nel was  ordered  away,  and  obeyed.  The  communi- 
cation between  New-Orleans  and  Pensacola  was 
open ;  there  was  no  British  force  in  the  latter  place, 
and  the  information  conveyed  was  such  as  might  have 
been  hrd  from  any  traveller.  The  colonel  acted  per- 
haps indiscreetly,  but  it  is  far  from  being  clear  he  had 
any  hostile  view. 

Jackson  had  Claiborne^s  assurance  that  the  latter 
would  receive  and  obey  his  orders,  and  support  all  his 
measures  for  the  common  defence. 

The  legislature  was  in  session,  since  the  beginning 
of  the  preceding  month.  We  have  seen  that  Clai- 
borne, at  the  openiii^j  of  the  session,  had  offered  them 
his  congratulations  on  the  alacrity  with  which  the  call 
of  the  United  States  for  a  body  of  militia  had  been  met, 
which,  with  the  detail  of  the  proceedings  of  that  body, 
is  the  best  refutation  of  the  charges  which  have  been 
urged  against  them.  It  will  shew,  that  in  attachment 
to  the  union,  in  zeal  for  the  defence  of  the  country,  in 
liberality  in  furnishing  the  means  of  it,  and  in  minis- 
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tering  to  the  wants  of  their  brave  fellow-citizens  who 
came  down  to  assist  them  in  repelling  the  fuc,  the  gene- 
ral assembly  of  Louisiana  does  not  suffer  by  a  compari- 
son of  its  conduct  with  that  of  any  legislative  body  in 
the  United  States.  The  assertion,  that  any  member  of 
it  entertained  the  silly  opinion,  that  a  capitulation,  if 
any  became  necessary,  was  to  be  brought  about  or  ef- 
fected by  the  agency  of  the  houses,  any  more  than  by 
that  of  a  court  of  justice,  or  the  city  council  of  New- 
Orleans,  is  absolutely  groundless. 

As  early  as  the  twenty-second  of  November,  Lou- 
aillier,  one  of  the  members  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives for  the  county  of  Opelousas,  whose  name  will  be 
frequently  mentioned  in  the  sequel  of  the  work,  in  a 
report,  which  he  made  as  chairman  of  the  committee 
of  ways  and  means,  had  drawn  the  attention  of  the  le- 
gislature to  the  necessity  of  their  making  suitable  pro- 
vision for  the  defence  of  the  country.  "Who,"  it  is 
said  in  this  document,  <^has  not  admired  the  patriotic 
ardor  which  was  displayed  in  the  execution  of  the 
works  deemed,  by  the  principal  cities  of  the  union  and 
our  sister  states,  necessary  for  the  protection  of  such 
as  could  be  assailed  by  the  enemy?  The  magistrates, 
the  citizens,  the  officers  of  the  general  government, 
manifested  the  utmost  zeal  to  obtain  the  desired  ob- 
ject— their  safety  and  the  ignominious  retreat  of  the 
enemy  were  the  glorious  result  of  their  efforts.  How 
does  it  happen  that  such  a  noble  example  has  not  been 
followed  in  this  part  of  the  union?  Are  we  so  situated 
as  to  have  no  dangers  to  dread  7  Is  our  population  of 
such  a  description  as  to  secure  our  tranquillity  ?  Shall 
we  always  confine  ourselves  to  addresses  and  procla- 
me^ionif  Are  we  always  to  witness  the  several  depart- 
menis  entrusted  with  our  defence,  languishing  in  a 
state  of  inactivity  hardly  to  be  excused,  even  in  the 
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most  peaceable  times?  No  other  evidence  of  patriot- 
ism is  to  be  found  than  a  disposition  to  avoid  every  ex- 
pense, every  fatigue — nothing  as  yet  has  been  perform- 
ed; it  is  the  duty  of  the  legislature  to  give  the  neces- 
sary impulse,  but  it  is  only  by  adopting  a  course  en- 
tirely opposite  to  that  which  hitherto  has  been  pursued, 
that  we  can  hope  for  success — if  the  legislature  adds 
its  own  indolence  to  that  which  generally  prevails,  we 
can  easily  foresee  that  ere  long,  a  capitulation,  similar 
to  that  obtained  by  the  city  of  Alexandria,  will  be  the 
consequence  of  a  conduct  so  highly  culpable. 

A  considerable  force  is  now  assembled  under  the 
orders  of  general  Jackson,  which  will  speedily  receive 
large  reinforcements  from  the  militia  of  the  western 
states,  but  it  is  nevertheless  true  that  the  principal  ave- 
nues to  our  capital  are  not  in  a  situation  to  insure  its 
preservation ;  and  that  unless  we  are  determined  to 
provide  for  its  safety  ourselves,  unless  we  act  with  a 
promptness  and  energy  equal  to  the  torpor  which 
seems  to  have  invaded  the  principal  branches  of  our 
government,  that  force  will  only  be  employed  in  retak- 
ing this  territory,  which  must  fall  an  easy  prey  to  the 
first  efforts  of  an  invading  foe ;  the  legislature  has  been 
convened  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  fund  adequate  to 
the  expenses  necessary  to  ward  off  the  dangers  by 
which  we  are  threatened — this  is  the  object  which 
must  be  accomplished — little  does  it  matter  whether 
this  or  that  expenditure  ought  to  be  supplied  by  the  ge- 
neral or  by  the  state  government,  let  us  not  hesitate  in 
making  such  as  safety  may  require;  when  this  shall 
have  been  secured,  then  our  claims  to  a  reimburse- 
ment will  be  listened  to." 

On  the  same  day,  Rofiignac,  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  of  defence,  presented  a  plan,  which  was  di- 
rected to  be  communicated  to  Claiborne,  for  the  in- 
formation of  Jackson. 
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Commodore  Patterson  having,  on  the  seventh  of 
December,  suggested  a  plan  of  defence  against  any  at- 
tempt of  the  enemy  to  ascend  the  Mississippi,  ihe 
legislature,  after  having  ordered  it  lo  be  hiid  before 
Jackson,  directed  the  committee  of  defence  to  ascer- 
tain what  number  of  men,  and  the  quantity  of  ordnance 
and  other  arms,  the  commanding  officers  of  the  land 
and  naval  forces  would  require,  that  it  might  be  known 
what  was  to  be  supplied  by  the  state. 

On  the  thirteenth,  the  sum  of  seventeen  thousand 
dollars,  the  remaining  part  of  twenty  thousand,  which 
Claiborne  had  borrowed  during  the  recess  of  the  legis- 
lature, for  the  defence  of  the  country,  on  account  of 
the  state,  was  directed  to  be  applied,  under  the  orders 
of  Jackson,  ir  procuring  materials  and  workmen 
for  the  completion  of  such  batteries  and  other  fortifi- 
cations as  he  had  directed,  and  a  further  sum  of  eleven 
thouFiand  dollars  was  appropriated  to  the  same  object. 

Claiborne  was  at  the  same  time  requested  to  re- 
commend it  to  the  planters  of  the  parish  of  Orleans  and 
the  neighbouring  ones, to  place  immediately  as  manyof 
their  working  hands  as  they  could  spare  at  the  disposal 
of  Jackson,  to  be  employed  on  these  fortifications — a 
requisition  which  was  complied  with  so  generally,  that 
more  hands  were  sent  than  could  be  employed. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Patterson  and  Jackson,  Clai- 
borne proposed  to  the  legislature,  on  the  following  day, 
the  suspension  of  the  writ  o{ habeas  corpus^  in  order 
to  enable  the  commodore  immediately  to  press  hands 
for  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  the  general, 
in  case  the  enemy  Linded,  to  apprehend  and  secure 
disaffected  persons. 

Great  doubts  were  entertained  by  the  legislature, 
whether  any  person  arrested  by  the  commanding  offi- 
cers of  the  land  and  naval  forces  of  the  United  States, 
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could  bo  relievoduu  writs  o^  habeas  corpus  issued  by 
a  state  court  or  judge,  and  they  kucw,  from  the 
firmness  and  inllexibtlity  which  Hall,  the  district 
judge  of  the  United  Status^  had  manifested  in  1806, 
that  he  would  not  consider  himself  relieved  from  the 
obligation  of  affording  relief  to  the  meanest  individual, 
in  whose  favor  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  was  applied 
for,  till  congress  itself  decreed  a  suspension  of  it. 
Wilkinson  had  disregarded  the  writs  of  territorial 
judges,  but  had  not  dared  to  disobey  those  of  Hall, 
who  he  knew  would  not  suffer  it  to  be  done  with  im- 
punity. 

Coming  from  every  part  of  the  state,  the  representa- 
tives had  witnessed  the  universal  alacrity  with  which 
Jackson's  requisitions  for  a  quota  of  the  militia  of  the 
state  had  been  complied  with;  they  knew  their  con- 
stituents could  be  depended  on;  they  knew  that 
Jackson,  Claiborne,  and  many  of  the  military,  were 
incessantly  talking  of  sedition,  disaffection  and  trea- 
son; but  better  acquainted  with  the  people  of  Louisi- 
ana, than  those  who  were  vociferating  against  it,  they 
were  conscious,  that  no  state  was  more  free  from  se- 
dition, disaffection  and  treason,  than  their  own;  they 
tiiought  the  state  should  not  outlaw  her  citizens, 
when  they  were  rushing  to  repel  the  enemy.  They 
dreaded  the  return  of  tliose  days,  when  Wilkinson 
filled  New-Orleans  with  terror  and  dismay,  arresting 
and  transporting  whom  he  pleased.  They  recollect- 
ed that  in  1800  Jefferson  had  made  application  to 
congress  for  a  suspension  of  the  writ  of  habeas  cor- 
pus, but  that  the  recommendation  of  the  ])resiilent 
was  not  deemed  sutlicient  to  induce  the  legislature  of 
the  union  to  suspend  it:  that  of  Claiborne,  as 
far  as  it  concerned  Jackson,  was  not  therefore  acted 
on.  The  members  had  determined  not  to  adjourn 
VOL.  II.  44 
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(lurinp;  the  invasion,  and  thought  they  would  suspend 
tliR  writ,  when  they  decnried  tlio  times  requind  it,  hut 
not  till  then. 

Louaillier,  in  his  report,  fts  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee to  uhom  was  referred  the  consideration  of  sus- 
pending the  writ,  in  order  to  enable  Patterson  to  im- 
press seamen,  considered  tlie  measure  as  inexpedient. 
The  committee  thimght  the  country  would  ho  ill  de- 
fended by  men  forced  into  her  service — tliat  it  was 
better  to  induce  sailors,  by  tiie  offer  of  ample  boun- 
ties, to  repair  on  board  of  the  ships  of  the  United 
States,  than  forcibly  to  drag  them  on  board.  A  sum 
of  six  thousand  dollars  was  therefore  placed  at  the 
disposal  of  the  commodore,  to  be  expended  in  l)oun- 
ties;  and  to  remove  the  opportunity  of  seamen  being 
tempted  to  decline  entering  the  service  of  the  United 
Btates,  by  the  hope  of  employment  on  board  of  mer- 
chant vessels,  an  embargo  law  was  passed. 

On  the  requisition  of  Jackson,  Claiborne  issued  a 
proclamation  for  calling  out  the  militia  of  the  state  en 
masse  into  the  service  of  the  United  States.  His  call 
was  obeyed  every  where  with  promptness  and  alac- 
rity: they  were  ordered  to  hold  themselves  in  readi- 
ness to  march  at  a  moment's  warning. 

On  the  sixteenth  of  December,  Claiborne  sent  a 
message  to  the  legislature,  stating  that  the  time  was 
certainly  inauspicious  for  that  cool  and  mature  delibe- 
ration necessary  to  the  formation  of  good  laws — that 
the  enemy  menaced  the  capital,  and  how  soon  he 
would  effect  his  landing  was  uncertain — every  hand 
should  be  raised  to  repel  him,  and  every  moment  oc- 
cupied in  arranging  and  completing  means  of  defence: 
he  therefore  suggested  the  expediency  of  the  houses 
adjourning  for  twenty  or  twenty-five  days. 

The  house  of  representatives  concurred  with  the 
report  of  their  committee,  who  considered  an  adjourn- 
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mciit  at  tlio  prcHcnt  cris'iH  as  iiioxpeilient.  They 
Ihouglit  that  it  nii^ht  he  highly  daiigcruus:  acciiluntfi 
might  iiapiieii,  uiifoiTNeeii  cases  might  uccur^  in  which 
the  ill  telle  re  nee  uf  the  legislatnre  miglit  he  necessary. 
Should  this  happen  at'ter  (he  adjournment,  and  the 
state  he  therehy  endangered,  the  members  should  in- 
cur the  just  repronches  uf  their  constituents.  Bhould 
the  houses  adjourn  for  the  proposed  period,  few  mem- 
bers would  have  time  to  leave  the  city,  and  if  they 
did,  their  mileages  would  exceed  their  expenses,  if 
they  continued  their  sitting.  The  committee  there- 
fore recommended,  that  the  members  stay  at  their 
post,  ready,  on  any  emergency,  to  contribute,  as  far 
as  in  them  lay,  to  the  defence  of  the  country. 

The  suspension  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus f  and 
adjournment  of  the  houses,  were  measures  which 
Jackhon  anxiously  desired.  There  was  a  great  in- 
clination in  the  members  of  both  houses  to  gratify 
him,  in  every  instance  in  w  hich  they  could  do  it  with 
safety:  in  these  two  only,  they  were  of  opinion  it 
would  be  unsafe  to  adopt  his  views. 

He  now  issued  a  general  order,  putting  the  city  of 
New-Orleans  and  its  environs  under  strict  martial 
law,  and  directed  that 

1.  Every  individual  entering  the  city,  should  re- 
port himself  to  the  adjutant-general's  office,  and  on 
failure  be  arrested  and  held  for  examination. 

2.  None*  should  be  permitted  to  leave  the  city  or 
bayou  St.  John,  without  a  passport  from  the  general 
or  some  of  his  staff. 

3.  No  vessel,  boat  or  craft,  should  leave  the  city 
or  bayou  Bt.  John,  without  such  a  passport^  or  that 
of  the  commodore. 

4.  The  lamps  of  the  city  to  be  extinguished  at  nine 
o'clock,  after  which,  every  person  found  in  the  streets 


r 


mii^mtmmf^gm 


r 

I; 

mi ' 

Ml 

h  ■  I 


'  i 


v'  ■• 


348 


CHAPTER 


[1811 


or  out  of  his  usual  place  of  residence,  without  a  pass 
or  the  countersign,  to  be  apprehended  as  a  spy  and 
held  for  examination. 

The  proclamation  of  martial  law  was  understood 
in  Louisiana,  as  it  is  l)elicved  to  be  in  the  other  states, 
a  solemn  warning  that  the  martial  law  of  the  United 
States  would  be  strictly  enforced.  Martial  law  was 
known  to  be  tliat  system  of  legitimate  rules  by  which 
the  martial  affairs  of  the  nation  are  regulated.  It 
was  not  imagined  that  the  President  of  the  United 
States  himself,  as  commander  in  chief  of  the  forces  of 
the  union,  could  add  aught  to  or  change  these  legiti- 
mate rules;  that  he  could  make  martial  law,  any 
more  ih&r.Jiscaly  comrnorcial  or  criminal  law. 

The  collection  of  the  rules  by  which  the  conduct 
of  tht  citizens  of  a  nation  in  time  of  peace  towards 
all  belligerent  nations  is  regulated,  are  called  the 
laws  of  neutrality. 

When  Washington  found  that  the  sympathies  of 
his  fellow-citizens  with  the  French  nation,  might 
tempt  some  of  them  to  violate  the  laws  of  neutrality, 
to  the  injury  of  the  British  nation,  with  which  his  was 
at  peace,  he  issued  a  proclamation,  reminding  them  of 
their  obligations  and  warning  them  of  the  conse- 
quences those  should  expose  themselves  to,  who  would 
violate  the  laws  of  neutrality.  This  was  not  an  use- 
less ceremony.  It  no  doubt  had  the  effect  of  pre- 
venting breaches  of  those  laws.  In  1806,  wiien  a 
spirit  of  enterprise  seemed  likely  to  delude  some  of 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States  into  measures  that 
might  involve  this  country  in  a  war  with  Spain,  Jef- 
ferson, actuated  by  the  same  motives  of  Washington, 
issued  a  proclamation  of  the  laws  of  neutrality.  It 
was  not  considered  that  a  proclamation  of  martial 
law  could  add  any  thing  to  that  law,  any  more  than 
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the  proclamation  of  tlie  laws  of  neutrality  by  Wash- 
ington and  Jefferson  add  to  these  laws.  To  enact 
and  to  proclaim  or  impose  a  law,  were  thought  dis- 
tinct acts,  the  first  the  province  of  the  legislature,  the 
other  the  exclusive  right  of  the  executive  power. 

That  necessity  justifies  whatever  it  commands, 
was  admitted  as  a  principle  to  which  every  law  must 
bend.  That  whatever  measure  became  necessary  to 
the  defence  of  the  country,  might  be  legitimately  en- 
forced, was  admitted,  and  we  have  seen  that  the  at- 
torney-general had  given  out  as  his  opinion  to  Clai- 
borne, that  the  governor  of  a  place,  in  time  of  war, 
might  send  out  of  the  country  a  person  attempting 
any  thing  which  might  afford  aid  to  the  enemy. 
This  principle  was  known  to  result  from  martial  law, 
which  justifies  whatever  circumstances  require  for 
the  defence  of  the  country  or  to  annoy  the  foe.  It 
was  known  to  be  independent  of  the  proclamation  of 
martial  law,  which  was  thought  to  add  nothing  to  the 
authority  of  the  officer  who  made  it — to  render  any 
thing  whatever  lawful  or  unlawful,  that  ^  **"^- 

wise  before. 

Such  were  the  ideas  entertained  by  the  j^ci.*. 
government  of  martial  law.  <'ln  the  United  States, 
said  the  secretary  of  war  (Dallas)  in  a  communication 
to  Jackson,  of  the  first  of  July,  1815,  "there  exists 
no  authority  to  declare  or  impose  martial  law,  beyond 
the  positive  sanction  of  the  act  of  congress.  To  main- 
tain the  discipline  and  ensure  the  safety  of  his  camp, 
an  American  commander  possesses  indeed  highly  im- 
portant powers:  but  all  these  are  compatible  with 
the  rights  of  the  citizen,  and  the  independence  of  the 
judicial  authority." 

A  numbe  •  of  individuals  who  had  heretofore  join- 
ed, or  been  concerned  with  the  juivatccrsi  lately  re- 
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to  Barataria,  were  deterred  from  entering  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  by  the  apprehension 
of  prosecutions.  With  the  view  of  quieting  their 
fears,  the  legislature,  on  the  seventeenth,  entered  into 
resolutions  requesting  Jackson  to  endeavour  to  pro- 
cure an  amnesty,  in  favour  of  such  of  them  as  should 
enlist  themselves  to  serve  during  the  war,  and  ear- 
nestly recommended  it  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  to  grant  them  a  full  pardon.  The  governor 
was  at  the  same  time  desired  to  endeavour  to  prevail 
on  the  attorney  of  the  United  States,  with  the  leave 
of  the  court,  to  enter  nolle  prosequis  on  all  prosecu- 
tions against  such  persons  then  under  confinement,  on 
the  above  condition.  This  measure  was  adopted, 
because  it  was  represented  to  the  houses  that  Jackson 
was  anxious  for  it.  A  number  of  members  had  strong 
objections  to  it,  deeming  it  improper  to  accept  the 
services  of  persons  of  this  description.  Claiborne 
having  issued  a  proclamation,  to  make  the  intention 
of  the  legislature  in  this  respect  known,  a  considera- 
ble number  of  these  people  came  in,  and  were  en- 
rolled. 

The  crisis  obliging  every  one  to  take  up  aims,  to 
quit  their  homes  and  abandon  their  private  aflairs,  in 
a  manner  that  exposed  many  to  great  inconvenience, 
the  legislature  passed  an  act  forbidding  the  protest  of 
any  bill  or  note  till  the  expiration  of  four  months,  and 
forbade  during  the  same  period  the  institution  of  any 
suit. 

On  the  nineteenth  general  Carrol,  with  a  brigade 
of  th«  militia  of  the  state  of  Tennessee,  consisting  of 
twenty-five  hundred  men,  arrived,  and  on  the  follow- 
ing day  he  was  joined  by  general  Coffee  and  twelve 
hundred  riflemen  from  the  same  state. 

The  legislature,  on  tiie  motion  of  Louaillicr,  ap- 
pointed a  committee,   at   whose  disposiil  they  placed 
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a  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars,  for  the  relief  of  the 
militia  of  the  state,  seafaring  men  and  persons  of  co- 
lour, in  the  service  of  the  United  States.  The  com- 
mittee were  instructed  to  invite  their  fellow-citizens 
tc  make  donations  of  woollen  clothes,  blankets,  and 
such  otiier  articles  as,  in  case  of  an  attack,  might  he 
useful  to  the  sick. 

At  this  period  the  forces  at  New-Orleans  amounted 
to  between  six  and  seven  thousand  men.  Every  in- 
dividual exempted  from  militia  duty,  on  account  of 
age,  had  joined  one  of  the  companies  of  veterans, 
which  had  been  formed  for  the  preservation  of  order. 
Every  class  of  society  was  animated  with  the  most 
ardent  zeal:  the  young,  the  old,  women,  children,  all 
breathed  defiance  to  the  enemy,  firmly  disposed  to 
oppose  to  the  utmost  the  threatened  invasion.  There 
were  in  the  city  a  very  great  number  of  French  sub- 
jects, who  from  their  national  character  could  not 
have  been  compelled  to  perform  military  duty:  these 
men,  however,  with  hardly  any  exception,  volunteer- 
ed their  services.  The  chevalier  de  Tousac,  the  con- 
sul of  France,  who  had  distinguished  himself  and 
had  lost  an  arm  in  the  service  of  the  United  Stales, 
during  the  revolutionary  war,  lamenting  that  the  neu- 
trality of  his  nation  did  not  allow  him  to  lead  his 
countrymen  in  New- Orleans  to  the  field,  encouraged 
them  to  fiock  to  Jackson's  standard.  The  people 
were  preparing  for  battle  as  cheerfully  as  if  for  a 
party  of  pleasure:  the  streets  resounded  with  martial 
airs:  the  several  corps  of  militia  were  constantly  ex- 
ercising, from  morning  to  night:  every  I)Osom  glowed 
Avith  the  feelings  of  national  honor:  every  thing  shew- 
ed nothing  was  to  be  apprehended  from  disaffection, 
disloyalty  or  treason. 

On  the  twenty-first,  major  Villerc,  by  order  of  ma- 
jor-general Villcrc,  his  father,  sent  a  detachment  of 
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the  third  regiment  of  the  militia^  consisting  of  eight 
men  and  a  sergeant^  attended  by  two  mulattoes  and  a 
negro,  to  a  village  of  Spanish  fishermen,  on  the  left 
bank  of  bayou  Bienvenu,  at  the  distance  of  a  mile  and 
a  half  from  its  mouth  on  lake  Borgne.  The  village, 
in  which  from  thirty  to  forty  fishermen  dwelt,  was 
found  deserted  by  them,  with  the  exception  of  a  sick 
man.  The  sergeant  sent  out  a  few  of  his  men  in  a 
boat,  to  ascertain  whether  there  was  any  of  the  ene- 
my's shipping  near;  on  the  next  day,  at  day-break, 
another  party  was  sent  out  for  the  same  purpose,  and 
other  parties  were  frequently  out  during  the  day, 
without  (^Liscovering  any  vessel  or  craft  approaching. 
Towards  evening,  three  men  arrived  from  Chef  Mcn- 
teur,  having  traversed  the  lake  without  seeing  any 
enemy. 

A  little  after  midnight,  the  sentinel  below  the  vil- 
lage gave  the  alarm:  by  the  last  gleams  of  the  setting 
moon,  five  barges  full  of  men,  with  some  artillery, 
were  discovered  ascending  the  bayou.  The  sergeant 
judging,  from  the  smallness  of  his  party,  it  would  be 
imprudent  to  fire,  ordered  tliem  to  conceal  themselves 
behind  one  of  tlie  cabins.  They  were,  however,  dis- 
covered and  taken,  except  a  man,  who  attempting  to 
escape  through  the  prairies,  lost  his  way,  and  readied 
Chef  Menteur,  after  a  ramble  of  three  days. 

The  first  division  of  the  British  army,  composed  of 
about  three  thousand  men,  under  general  Kcan,  pro- 
ceeded up  the  bayou  and  the  canal  of  Villere's  planta- 
tion: they  surrounded  the  house,  in  wliich  was  a  com- 
pany of  militia,  whom  they  made  prisoners,  and  sur- 
prised major  Villere,  who,  notwithstanding  several 
pistols  fired  at  him,  effected  his  escape,  and  running; 
to  some  distance  below,  crossed  the  river  and  reached 
the  city. 
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Jackson  received  the  first  intelligence  of  the  ene- 
my's landing  at  two  o'clock,  and  in  half  an  hour  a 
detachment  of  artillery,  witli  two  field  pieces,  and  a 
body  of  marines,  were  sent  in  advance.  Generals 
Carrol  and  Coftee,  who  were  encamped  with  th**. 
force  of  Tennessee  four  miles  above  the  city,  soon 
reached  it,  and  at  four  o'clock  the  Tennessee  rifle- 
men, Mississippi  dragoons  and  Orleans  riflemen  took 
their  stations  two  miles  below  the  city.  The  battal- 
ion of  men  of  colour,  the  forty-fourth  regiment,  and  a 
battalion  of  the  city  militia,  soon  followed;  and  com- 
modore Patterson,  on  board  of  the  United  States' 
schooner  Carolina,  floated  down  towards  the  enemy. 

Claiborne,  with  two  regiments  of  the  state  militia, 
and  a  company  of  horse,  took  a  position  in  the  rear  of 
the  city,  on  the  Gentilly  road,  to  oppose  any  force 
that  might  come  from  Chef  Menteur. 

A  negro  was  apprehended  on  the  levee,  a  few* 
miles  from  the  city,  with  a  number  of  copies  of  a 
proclamation  by  Admiral  Cochrane  and  general 
Keane,  inviting  the  Louisianians  to  remain  quiet  in 
their  houses,  and  assuring  them,  that  their  property 
would  be  protected,  the  invaders  being  at  war  with 
the  Americans  only.  As  the  army  proceeded,  seve- 
ral copies  of  this  proclamation  were  seen  stuck  up 
along  the  road. 

At  seven  o'clock,  the  Carolina  came  to  anchor  on 
the  bank  of  Villere's  batture,  oppc.site  to  the  centre 
of  the  enemy's  encampment,  within  musket  shot. 
Such  was  their  security,  that  taking  this  vessel  for 
a  common  craft  plying  on  the  river,  a  number  of 
them  came  to  the  levee  to  examine  her  more  closely. 
She  now  began  so  dreadful  a  fire,  that  one  hundred 
of  them  were  killed  before  the  consternation  which 
her  salute  created  subsided.  An  unsuccessful  at- 
voL.  fi.         45 
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tempt  was  made  to  annoy  her  with  a  fire  of  musket- 
ry; Congreve  rockets  were  resorted  to  with  as  littie 
success,  and  in  less  than  half  an  hour,  the  schooner 
drove  the  enemy  from  his  camp. 

At  this  moment  colonel  Piatt  drove  in  one  of  the 
enemy's  outposts  from  the  main  road,  opposite  to 
Lacoste's  plantation. 

In  the  meanwhile  the  seventh  regiment  advanced 
by  heads  of  companies,  to  the  distance  of  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  yards,  where  it  formed  in  battalion 
before  the  enemy,  with  whom  it  instantly  engaged, 
with  a  very  brisk  and  close  fire.     The  forty-fourth 
now  came  up,  and  forming  on  the  left  of  the  seventh, 
commenced  firing.     Two  pieces  of  artillery  were 
put  in  battery  on  the  road,  and  the  marines  drawn 
up  on  the  right,  on  the  bank  of  the  river.     The  en- 
gagement now  became  general  on  both  sides.     The 
front  of  the  British  line  greatly  outflanking  our  line 
on  the  left,  and  the  enemy  seeing  he  could  not  make 
our  troops  give  way,  caused  some  of  his  to  file  off 
on  the  old  levee,  by  a  gate  three  hundred  yards  from 
the  river,  with  the  intent  to  turn  our  right  flank.  The 
forty-fourth  had  already  been  obliged  to  oblique  on 
the  left,  in  order  to  avoid  being  flanked,  when  two  bat- 
talions of  the  state  militia  and  a  few  Indians  advanc- 
ed.  The  enemy's  column  silently  approached  in  the 
dark,  to  turn  the  troops  of  the  line,  fell  suddenly 
almost  within  pistol  shot  of  the  extremity  of  one  of 
the  battalionsof  militia,  and  instantly  commenced  a 
brisk  fire.     One  of  these  battalions,  forming  the 
centre,  advanced  in  a  close  column  and  displayed 
under  the  enemy's  fire,  which  was  then  kept  up  by 
his  whole   front.     Already  had   the   enemy  been 
torced  to  give  way,  and  our  troops  continued  to  ad- 
vance, keeping  up  a  brisk  fire,  when  he  began  to 
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retreat,  favoured  by  darkness,  now  increased  by  a 
fog  and  by  the  smoke,  which  a  light  breeze  blew  in 
the  faces  of  our  men. 

In  the  mean  time,  Coffee's  division  had  advanced, 
in  order  to  fall  on  the  enemy's  rear,  followed  by  a 
company  of  riffemen  of  the  state  militia:  this  com- 
pany, after  having  penetrated  into  the  very  camp  of 
the  enemy  and  made  several  prisoners,  pushed  for- 
ward to  the  right,  following  the  movements  of  Cof- 
fee, but  unfortunately  part  of  them,  through  a  mis- 
take occasioned  by  the  darkness,  fell  among  a  corps 
of  one  hundred  and  fifty  British,  who  were  movhig 
on  rapidly  towards  the  camp,  mistaking  them  for 
part  of  Coffee's  division,  and  were  made  prisoners. 
Coffee  soon  took  a  position  in  fr  .it  of  the  old  levee, 
where  he  continued  a  destructive  fire. 

At  half  past  nine,  the  enemy  fell  back  to  his  camp, 
where  all  the  troops  passed  the  night  under  arms 
and  without  fire. 

Jackson,  finding  that  darkness  rendered  it  use- 
less to  continue  the  pursuit,  led  back  his  troops  to 
their  former  position. 

At  about  half  after  eleven,  a  firing  of  musketry 
was  heard  in  the  direction  of  Jumonville's  planta- 
tion, that  contiguous  to  and  below  Villere's. 

A  detachment  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  men,  of 
the  state  drafted  militia,  had  been  stationed  at  the 
English  Turn,  under  general  Morgan.  On  the  first 
intelligence  of  the  landing  of  the  enemy,  the&e  men 
insisted  on  being  instantly  led  to  oppose  him.  Mor- 
gan, being  without  orders  from  Jackson,  on  thifi  head 
declined  gratifying  them.  But  when  the  fire  from 
the  Carolina,  and  the  subsequent  discharges  of  ar- 
tillery and  musketry  on  shore,  announced  that  the 
conflict  was  commenced,  the  entreaties  of  the  offi- 
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cers  and  men  of'this  detacliment  became  so  pressing, 
that  Morgan  could  no  longer  resist  them.  He  had 
reached,  at  the  head  of  them,  the  spot  at  which  the 
road  that  leads  to  Terre  aux  beufs  leaves  that  which 
runs  along  the  levee,  during  the  hottest  part  of  (he 
action,  and  continued  to  advance,  preceded  by  two 
pickets,  the  one  on  the  high  road,  the  other  in  the 
fields,  near  the  woods.  The  former,  as  it  approach- 
ed the  bridge  of  Jumonville's  plantation,  exchanged 
afire  with  some  of  the  enemy's  troops,  who  instant- 
ly fell  back  behind  the  canal.  Darkness  preventing 
Morgan  to  ascertain  the  force  of  the  enemy  near  him, 
or  the  relative  situation  of  the  two  armies,  he  took 
a  position  in  a  neighboring  field,  to  avoid  an  am- 
bush. In  a  council,  to  which  he  called  all  his  offi- 
cers, it  was  deemed  inexpedient  to  remain,  and  the 
detachment  moved  back  a  little  before  day-light. 

The  enemy,  who  had  received  a  reinforcement 
during  the  action,  had  a  force  of  very  near  five  thou- 
sand men:  that  which  opposed  him,  was  not  much 
above  two  thousand.  His  loss  exceeded  four  hun- 
dred: Jackson  had  twenty-four  men  killed,  one  hun- 
dred and  fifteen  wounded,  and  seventy-five  made 
prisoners. 

During  the  night,  whilst  anxiety  kept  the  mind  of 
the  inhabitants  of  New-Orleans,  who  had  remained 
in  the  city,  in  painful  suspense,  on  their  impending 
fate,  an  unfortunate  occurrence  excited  much  alarm 
among  them.  A  report  was  spread  that  Jackson, 
before  his  departure,  had  taken  measures  and  given 
positive  orders  for  blowing  up  the  magazine  and 
setting  fire  to  various  parts  of  the  city,  in  case  the 
British  succeeded  in  forcing  his  ranks.  His  con- 
duct, in  this  respect,  was  considered  by  some,  as 
an  evidence  of  his  deeming  his  defeat  a  probable 


dri^ 


[1811 

ressingi 
[{chad 
lich  the 
t  which 
•t  of  the 
by  two 
p  in  the 
proach- 
:hange(l 
instant- 
jventing 
ear  him, 
he  took 
I  an  am- 
his  olii- 
and  the 
-light. 
)rcenient 
ive  thou- 
not  much 
four  hun- 
one  hiin- 
ive  made 

mind  of 
'emained 
upending 
ch  alarm 
Jackson, 
ind  given 
zine  and 
case  the 
His  con- 
some,  as 
nrobabU* 


I8i4J 


THE  SIXTEENTH. 


357 


3!^■ 


event.  The  old  inhabitants,  who  had  great  conti- 
dence  in  the  natural  obstacles,  which  the  situation 
of  the  capital  presents  to  an  invading  foe,  and  which 
they  thought  insurmountable,  if  proper  attention 
was  bestowed,  concluded  that  it  had  been  neglect- 
ed: they  lamented  that  the  protection  of  the  city 
had  been  confided  to  an  utter  stranger  to  the  topo- 
graphy of  its  environs,  and  while  frequent  explo- 
sions of  musketry  and  artillery  reminded  them  that 
their  sons  were  facing  warlike  soldiers,  they  grieved 
that  the  commander  was  an  officer,  who,  in  the 
beginning  of  the  year  had  hardly  ever  met  any  but 
an  Indian  enemy,  and  whose  inexperience  appeared 
demonstrated  by  the  rash  step  attributed  to  him. 
The  truth  or  falsity  of  the  report  was  sought  to  be 
ascertained,  by  an  application  to  the  officer  left  in 
command  at  the  city,  who  declined  to  admit  or  de- 
ny that  the  steps  had  been  taken,  or  the  order  given. 
A  circumstance  tended  to  present  the  conflagra- 
tion of  New-Orleans  as  a  more  distressing  event 
than  that  of  Moscow.  The  burning  of  the  houses 
of  several  planters,  above  the  city,  in  1811,  was  re- 
membered, and  apprehension  had  been  entertained, 
that  British  emissaries  would  be  ready,  a  short  time 
before  the  main  attack,  to  induce  the  slaves  towards 
Baton  Rouge  or  Donaldsonville,  to  begin  the  con- 
flagration of  their  owners'  houses,  and  march  to- 
wards the  city,  spreading  terror,  dismay,  fire  and 
slaughter;  and  a  dread  prevailed,  that  Jackson's 
firing  of  the  city  would  be  taken  by  them  for 
the  signal  at  which  they  were  to  begin  the  havock — 
even  in  case  the  apprehensions  from  British  emissa- 
ries were  groundless.  The  idea  of  thus  findirig 
themselves,  with  their  wives,  children  and  old  men, 
driven  by  the  flames  of  their  houses  towards  a  black 
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enemy,  bunging  Jown  devastation,  harrowed  up 
tbe  mindii  of  the  inhabitants. 

Persons,  '\owever,  who  hourly  came  up  from  the 
field  of  battle,  brought  from  time  to  time,  such  in- 
formation Rb  gradually  dispelled  these  alarms,  and 
in  the  morning  a  sense  of  present  safety  inspired 
quite  different  sensations,  and  the  accounts  which 
were  received  of  Jackson's  cold,  intrepid  and  sol- 
dierlike behaviour,  excited  universal  confidence. 
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Jackson  eslahlishes  a  line  of  defence. — Morgan 
crosses  the  river  with  his  detachment — Destruc- 
tion of  the  Carolina. — Action  of  the  'iSth  of  De- 
cember.— The  legislature  prevented  from  sitting. 
— Affair  of  New  Yearns  day. — Both  armies  rein- 
forced. — Battle  of  the  Eigldh  of  January.-^  Bri- 
tish operations  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Missis- 
sippi.— Suspension  of  hostilities. — Armistice. — 
Bombardment  of  Fort  St,  Phillip. — Retreat  of 
the  British  army. 

At  four  o'clock,  on  the  morning  of  the  twenty- 
fourth,  Jackson  ordered  his  small  army  to  encamp 
on  the  left  bank  of  Rodriguez's  canal,  about  two 
miles  below  the  field  of  battle,  leaving  the  Missis- 
sippi mounted  riflemen  and  Feliciana  dragoons  near 
it,  to  watch  the  motions  of  the  enemy.  Tbi  can  J 
was  deepened  and  widened,  and  a  strong  wail  form- 
ed in  front  of  it,  with  the  earth  which  had  been  ori- 
ginally thrown  out.  The  levee  was  broken,  about 
one  hundred  yards  below,  and  a  broad  stream  of 
water  passed  rapidly  over  the  plain,  to  the 
depth  of  about  thirty  inches,  which  prevented  the 
approach  of  troops  on  foot. 

Embrasures  were  formed  in  the  wall,  and  two 
pieces  of  artillery  placed  so  as  to  rake  the  road 
which  runs  along  the  levee. 
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Morgan  was  now  directed  to  send  a  strong  de- 
tachment from  the  English  Turn,  who  advanced  as 
near  as  they  could  towards  the  enemy's  camp,  and 
destroyed  the  levee,  so  as  to  let  in  the  water  of  the 
Mississippi,  whereby  the  British  army  was  completely 
insulated,  and  its  march  above  and  below  obstructed. 

On  the  twenty-sixth,  Jackson,  fearing  for  the  situa- 
tion of  Morgan,  who,  as  the  British  occupied  the  in- 
termediate space,  was  entirely  detached  from  his 
camp,  ordered  him  to  abandon  his  position,  carry  off 
such  of  the  cannon  as  he  conveniently  could,  and 
throw  the  remainder  into  the  river,  from  whence  they 
might  be  recovered  when  the  water  subsided ;  to  cross 
the  stream,  and  take  and  fortify  a  position  opposite  to 
the  American  lines. 

The  height  of  the  Mississippi  and  the  discharge 
of  water  through  the  openings  made  in  the  levee, 
had  given  an  increased  depth  to  the  canal  through 
which  the  enemy  had  come :  this  enabled  them  to 
advance  their  boats  much  nearer  to  their  encamp- 
ment, and  to  bring  up  a  new  supply  of  artillery, 
bombs  and  ammunition. 

Early  on  the  twenty-seventh,  a  battery  was  disco- 
vered on  the  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  which  had  been 
erected  during  the  previous  night,  from  which  a  fire 
was  now  opened  on  the  Carolina,  which  was  lying 
near  the  opposite  shore.  The  repeated  discharges  of 
bombs  and  red  hot  shot  from  this  battery  were  spirit- 
edly answered,  but  without  effect,  there  being  on 
board  but  one  long  twelve  pounder  that  could  reach. 
A  red  hot  shot  was  lodged  under  her  cables,  from 
which  it  could  noi  be  removed,  and  soon  set  her  in 
a  blaze.  Another  discharge  extended  the  ravages  of 
the  devouring  element,  and  flames  began  to  burst 
from  numberless  ptaces.    Orders  were  now  given  to 


w 


1814] 


THE  SEVENTEENTH. 


361 


abandon  her:  one  of  the  crew  was  killed  and  six 
wounded ;  the  rest  reached  the  shore  in  safetv,  an<l 
soon  after  the  fire  reached  the  magazine  and  the 
vessel  was  blown  up. 

The  battery's  fire  was  now  directed  against  the 
sloop  of  war  Louisiana,  which  lay  at  some  distance 
higher  up,  the  preservation  of  which  was  the  more 
important,  as  she  was  the  only  public  vessel  remain- 
ing on  the  river.  She  was  accordingly  towed  up,  out 
of  the  reach  of  the  enemy's  guns. 

In  the  afternoon  the  British  moved  forward,  and 
obliged  Jackson's  advanced  guard  to  fall  back,  and 
during  the  night  they  began  to  erect  several  batteries 
on  the  river. 

By  break  of  day,  the  enemy  displayed  in  several 
columns,  and  drove  in  the  advanced  guards.  He  now 
advanced,  preceded  by  several  pieces  of  artillery,  part 
of  which  played  on  the  Louisiana,  and  the  rest  on 
Jackson's  line. 

The  Louisiana  now  opened  a  tremendous  and  well 
directed  fire  on  the  assailants,  which  was  at  first  brisk- 
ly answered,  but  her  guns  and  those  of  the  line  soon 
silenced  the  enemy's,  broke  his  columns  and  forced 
him  to  disperse  and  fall  back  into  the  fields,  where  he 
took  a  position,  beyond  the  reach  of  the  Louisiana  and 
Jackson's  artillery.  His  loss  was  estimated  at  from 
two  to  three  hundred  men:  seven  were  killed  and  ten 
wounded  on  the  American  line,  and  one  man  slightly 
wounded,  by  the  bursting  of  a  shell  on  board  of  the 
Louisiana. 

The  legislature  had  ceased  to  sit,  on  the  first  intel- 
ligence of  the  arrival  of  part  of  the  British  army  on  Vil- 
lere's  plantation.  Several  of  the  members  held  com- 
missions in  the  militia,  and  had  joined  their  respective 
corps :  the  younger  had  volunteered  their  services,  and 
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the  age<l  joined  the  several  companies  of  veterans, 
which  had  been  organised  for  the  maintenance  of  or- 
der in  the  city  and  its  suburbs.  Several  were  attend- 
ing a  mihtary  committee,  and  others,  appointed  by 
the  legislature,  to  superintend  the  supply  of  the  wants 
of  indigent  families,  whose  heads  were  on  the  line,  and 
to  provide  succour  for  those  who  daily  reached  the 
city  to  assist  in  its  defence.  The  apprehension  from 
the  black  population,  which  had  been  excited  by  the 
rumour  of  Jackson's  intention  to  fire  the  city,  had  in- 
duced a  few  respectable  individuals  from  the  country, 
who  possessed  influence  in  their  respective  parishes, 
and  whose  age  and  habits  disqualified  them  from  act- 
ive military  service,  to  visit  those  neighborhoods,  in 
order  to  contribute,  by  their  presence,  to  the  general 
maintenance  of  order.  The  city  council  were  active 
in  providing  means  for  the  support  of  the  needy,  and 
Girod,  the  mayor,  was  incessandy  engaged  in  collect- 
ing arms  and  in  driving  stragglers  to  the  field.  Never 
was  an  army  more  abundantly  supplied  with  provi- 
sions— the  calls  of  Jackson  for  negroes  to  work  on 
his  line,  for  tools  and  munition,  were  instantly  at- 
tended to. 

Everyday,  towards  noon,  three  or  four  of  the  mem- 
bers of  each  house,  who  served  among  the  veterans  or 
on  the  committees,  attended  in  their  respective  halls  to 
effect  an  adjournment,  in  order  that,  if  any  circum- 
stance rendered  the  aid  of  the  legislature  necessary,  it 
might  be  instantly  afibrded.  On  going  for  this  pur- 
pose to  the  government  house,  Skipwith,  the  speaker 
of  the  senate,  and  two  of  its  members,  found  a  sentinel 
on  the  staircase,  who,  presenting  his  bayonet,  forbade 
them  to  enter  the  senate  chamber.  They  quietly  re- 
tired and  proceeded  to  the  hall  of  the  sessions  of  the 
city  council,  where  an  adjournment  took  place.    The 


[1814 

veterans, 
ice  of  or- 
•e  attend- 
)inted  by 
the  wants 
!  line,  and 
ached  the 
sion  from 
ed  by  the 
y,  had  in- 
e  country, 
!  parishes, 
from  act- 
hoods,  in 
le  general 
ere  active 
eedy,  and 
in  collect- 
d.    Never 
fn\\  provi- 
)  work  on 
stantly  at- 

'themem- 
reterans  or 
ive  halls  to 
ly  circum- 
jcessary,  it 
r  this  pur- 
le  speaker 
a  sentinel 
el,  forbade 
quietly  re- 
ions  of  the 
ice.    The 


1814J 


THE  SEVENTEENTH. 


363 


members  of  the  other  house,  who  attended  for  the 
same  purpose,  were  likewise  prevented  from  entering 
its  hall,  and  acted  like  those  of  the  senate. 

An  unsuccessful  attempt,  notwithsumding  great  ex- 
ertions were  used,  was  made  on  the  thirtietli  to  obtain 
a  quorum,  and  the  next  day  it  failed  in  both  houses. 
The  crisis  had  so  scattered  the  members,  that  those 
who  assembled  found  themselves  obliged  to  send  t\\e 
sergeant  at  arms  and  other  messengers  to  require  tlve 
attendance  of  tlie  absent  meml^ers.  .  With  great  difli- 
culty,  a  quorum  was  obtained  in  eacii  house,  late  in 
the  evening,  and  a  joint  committee  was  appointed,  to 
wait  on  Jackson  and  enquire  into  the  reasons  that  had 
oc(^asioned  the  violent  measures,  resorted  to  against 
the  legislature. 

This  committee,  having  performed  this  service,  re- 
ceived from  the  general  a  written  statement,  in  the 
following  words: 

Oamp  at  M'Carty's,  4  miles  below  New-Orleans. 
Head-Quarters,  December  31, 1814. 

The  Major-General  commanding  has  the  honor  to 
acknowledge  the  receiptof  the  joint  resolution  of  both 
houses  of  the  hon.  the  legislature  of  the  state  of  Louisi- 
ana, now  in  session,  dated  the  30th  inst.  and  commu- 
nicated to  him  by  a  joint  committee  of  both  houses,  to 
which  the  general  gives  the  following  answer: 

That  just  after  the  engagement  between  the  British 
and  American  armies  had  commenced  on  the  28th 
inst.  when  the  enemy  was  advancing,  and  it  was  eve- 
ry instant  expected  they  would  storm  our  lines;  as  the 
general  was  riding  rapidly  from  right  to  left  of  his 
line — he  was  accosted  by  Mr.  Duncan,  one  of  his  vp^ 
lunteer  aids,  who  had  just  returned  from  New-Orleans ; 
observing  him  to  be  apparently  agitated,  the  general 
stopped,  supposing  him  the  bearei*  of  some  informa- 
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tion  of  the  enemy's  movements,  asked  what  was  the 
matter.  He  replied,  that  he  was  the  bearer  of  a  mes- 
sage from  j;overnor  Claiborne,  that  the  assembly  were 
about  to  give  up  the  country  to  the  enemy.  Being 
asked  if  he  had  any  letter  from  the  governor,  he  an- 
swered in  the  negative.  He  was  then  interrogated  as 
to  the  person  from  whom  he  received  the  intelligence ; 
he  said  it  was  from  a  militia  colonel ;  the  general  en- 
quired where  this  colonel  was,  that  he  ought  to  be  ap- 
prehended, and  if  the  information  was  not  true,  he 
ought  to  be  shot,  but  thai  the  general  did  not  believe 
it.  To  this  Mr.  Duncan  replied,  that  the  colonel  had 
returned  to  New-Orleans,  and  had  requested  him,  Mr. 
Duncan,  to  deliver  the  above  message. 

The  general  was  in  the  act  of  pushing  forward  along 
the  line,  when  Mr.  Duncan  called  after  him  and  said, 
"the  governor  expects  orders  what  to  do."  The  gene- 
ral replied,  that  he  did  not  believe  the  intelligence; 
but  to  desire  the  governor  to  make  strict  enquiry  into 
the  subject;  and  if  true,  to  blow  them  up.  The  gene- 
ral pursued  his  way,  and  Mr.  Duncan  returned  to  the 
city.  After  the  action,  Mr.  Duncan  returned,  and  on 
the  general's  stating  to  him  the  impropriety  of  deliver- 
ing such  a  message  publicly  in  the  presence  of  the 
troops,  as  well  as  the  improbability  of  the  fact,  he  ex- 
cused himself  by  the  great  importance  of  the  intelli- 
gence, and  then,  for  the  first  time,  the  general  heard 
the  name  of  colonel  Declouet,  as  Mr.  Duncan's 
author. 

The  above  statement,  the  general  gives  as  a  substan- 
tial one,  of  the  matter  referred  to  in  the  resolutions  of 
the  senate  and  house  of  representatives ;  and  to  this  he 
adds,  that  he  gave  no  order  to  the  governor  to  inter- 
fere with  the  legislature,  except  as  above  stated. 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 
Maj,  Gen.  Comm^d^ 
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This  statement  clearly  shows,  that  Jackson  did  not 
believe,  that  the  general  assembly  had  the  least  thought 
of  offering  terms  to  the  enemy — and  that  the  violence 
exercised  against  them,  was  the  effect  of  a  real  or  pre- 
tended misunderstanding  of  what  he  had  said. 

Duncan,  on  his  examination,  before  a  committee  of 
the  houses,  stated,  that  soon  after  the  beginning  of  the 
attack,  he  met  Col.  Declouet,  who  was  hastening  from 
the  city,  apparently  in  great  perturbation,  who  re- 
quested him  to  inform  the  general  of  the  existence  of 
a  plot,  among  several  members  of  the  legislature,  to 
surrender  the  country  to  the  enemy,  and  that  he  had 
heard,  that  Jackson  was  carrying  on  a  Russian  war, 
and  it  was  better  to  capitulate  and  save  the  city;  that 
he  had  been  invited  to  join  in  the  plot.  Duncan  added, 
that  Declouet  did  not  say  he  was  sent  by  Claiborne, 
and  that,  as  far  as  he  recollected,  Jackson's  order  was 
to  tell  Claiborne  to  enquire  into  the  matter,  and  in 
case  they  (the  legislature)  made  any  such  attempt,  to 
blow  them  up;  and  afterwards,  he  (Duncan)  meeting 
one  of  Claiborne's  aids,  directed"  him  to  inform  the 
governor,  the  general  wished  him  to  prevent  the  legis- 
lature from  assembling. 

Declouet  stated,  that  on  the  night  between  the 
twenty-seventh  and  twenty-eighth,  he  slept  at  his  bro- 
ther's, below  the  city,  and  noticed  the  consternation  of 
several  of  the  inhabitants,  and  conversed  with  several 
members  of  the  legislature,  who  apprehended  direful 
consequences  from  the  war.  Hence,  he  feared  a  pro- 
position would  be  made  by  the  legislature  to  capitu- 
late, which  would  occasion  a  disastrous  division  in  the 
country.  In  the  morning,  he  set  off  with  the  view  of 
communicating  his  apprehensions  to  Jackson,  but  as 
he  did  not  reach  the  line  till  after  the  beginning  of  the 
attack,  he  requested  Duncan  to  make  his  communica- 
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tion  to  tlic  general.  He  added,  no  member  of  the  le- 
gislature had  manifested  to  him  an  intention  of  doing 
any  thing  positive.  The  step  he  took,  was  grounded 
on  the  apprehensions  he  entertained — apprehensions 
which  he  never  would  have  had,  if  ho  had  been  ac- 
quainted with  the  good  intentions  and  beneficent  views 
ol*tho  legislature. 

Jackson's  biographers  have  seized  on  this  event,  a 
most  erroneous  account  of  which  they  have  given,  to 
blazon  his  character,  to  the  injury  of  the  state  of 
Louisiana. 

Eaton,  who  cannot  be  supposed  to  have  wanted  the 
best  means  of  information,  assures  his  readers,  that 
Jackson  was  apprehensive  of  a  design  in  the  general 
assembly  to  propose  a  capitulation  to  the  enemy,  and 
intended  to  have  had  them  confined  in  the  government 
house.  By  placing  the  statement  of  Jackson  side  by 
side  with  Eaton's,  the  reader  will  be  conscious  of  the 
gross  error  under  which  Eaton  must  have  laboured. 

"Jackson's  object,"  says  Eaton,  "was  not  to  restrain 
the  legislature  in  the  discharge  of  their  official  duties; 
for,  although  he  thought,  hat  such  a  moment,  when 
the  sound  of  the  cannon  was  constantly  pealing  in  their 
cars,  was  inauspicious  to  wholesome  legislation,  and 
that  it  would  have  better  comported  with  the  state  of 
the  times  for  them  to  abandon  their  civil  duties  and 
appear  in  the  field,  yet  it  was  a  matter  indelicate  to  be 
proposed ;  and  it  was  hence  preferred,  that  they  should 
adopt  whatever  course  might  be  suggested  by  their 
own  notions  of  propriety.  This  sentiment  would  have 
been  still  adhered  to;  but  when,  through  the  commu- 
nication of  Mr.  Duncan,  they  were  represented  as  en- 
tertaining opinions  and  schemes,  adverse  to  the  gene- 
ral interest  and  safety  of  the  country,  the  necessity  of 
a  new  and  different  course  of  conduct  was  at  once 
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obvious.  But  he  did  not  order  governor  Chiiborno  to 
interfere  with,  or  prevent  them  from  proceeding  with 
their  duties;  on  the  contrary,  he  was  instructed,  so 
soon  as  any  thing  hostile  to  the  general  cause  should 
be  ascertained,  to  place  a  guard  at  the  door,  and  keep 
the  members  to  their  post  and  to  their  duty.  My  ob- 
ject in  this,  remarked  the  general,  was,  that  then  they 
would  be  able  to  proceed  with  their  business  without 
producing  the  slightest  injury :  whatever  schemes  fhey 
might  entertain  would  have  remained  with  themselves, 
without  the  power  of  circulating  them  to  the  prejudice 
of  any  other  interest  than  their  own.  I  had  intended 
to  have  had  them  well  treated  and  kindly  dealt  by; 
and  thus  abstracted  from  every  thing  passing  without 
doors,  a  better  opportunity  would  have  been  afforded 
them  to  enact  good  and  wholesome  laws ;  but  gover- 
nor Claiborne  mistook  my  order,  and  instead  of  shut- 
ting them  in  doors,  contrary  to  my  wishes  and  ex- 
pectation, turned  them  out." 

The  other  writers,  who  have  preserved  details  of 
the  events  of  these  days,  have  all  fallen  into  great  mis- 
takes, and  Jackson  himself  appears  to  have  been  egre- 
giously  deceived.  One  of  his  letters  to  the  post  mas- 
ter general,  of  the  22d  of  March,  1824,  which  found 
its  way  into  the  public  prints,  contains  the  following 
paragraph : 

**When  I  left  the  city,  and  marched  against  the  ene- 
my on  the  night  of  the  23d  of  December,  1814, 1  was 
obliged  to  leave  one  of  .7»y  aids  in  command,  having 
no  other  confidential  c:-ir  that  could  be  spared  from 
command.  A  few  days  after,  Mr.  Skipwith,  in  per- 
son, applied  to  my  aid  to  be  informed  what  would  be 
my  conduct,  if  driven  from  my  lines  of  defence  and 
compelled  to  retreat  through  New-Orleans — whether 
I  would  leave  the  supplies  for  the  enemy  or  destroy 
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ihem?  As  reported  by  my  aid  to  me,  he  wanted  this 
information  for  the  assembly,  that  in  case  my  intention 
was  to  destroy  them,  they  might  make  terms  with  the 
enemy.  Obtaining  no  satisfaction  from  my  aid,  a 
committee  of  three  waited  on  me  for  satisfaction  on 
this  subject  To  them  I  replied,  *'If  I  thought  the 
hair  of  my  head  knew  my  thoughts,  I  would  cut  it  oft* 
or  burn  it" — to  return  to  their  honorable  body,  and 
to  say  to  them  from  me,  th^i  if  I  was  to  be  so  unfortu- 
nate as  to  be  driven  from  the  lines  I  then  occupied, 
and  compelled  to  retreat  through  New-Orleans,  they 
would  have  a  warm  session  of  it." 

These  charges  were  noticed  by  Skipwith,  in  a  let- 
ter to  Jackson  of  the  thirteenth  of  May,  1827,  which 
appeared  in  the  Richmond  Enquirer,  in  the  following 
manner: 

"It  was  on  one  of  the  nights,  about  the  time  alluded 
to  by  Maj.  Builer,  that,  returning  from  patrol  duty  from 
the  grand  round  of  the  city,  in  passing  and  seeing 
lights  in  the  house  of  Mrs.  F ,  an  old  and  much  re- 
spected acquaintance  of  mine,  and  a  great  admirer  of 
yours,  I  called  in  to  pay  her  my  respects,  and  found 

with  her  another  very  interesting  lady,  Mrs.  E , 

who  in  the  course  of  her  conversation  mentioned  a 
report,  as  circulated  in  the  city,  and  I  think  she  said, 
by  some  Kentuckians  just  from  your  lines  of  defence, 
that,  if  forced,  you  would  destroy,  rather  than  see,  the 
city  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  A  day  or 
two  after,  at  the  request  of  the  military  council  of  the 
city  guards,  of  which  I  was  a  member,  I  waited  on 
Maj.  Butler  concerning  a  citizen  under  arrest,  and  not 
directly,  nor  indirectly,  charged  with  any  thing  con- 
cerning that  report;  and  being  asked  by  him,  "If there 
was  any  thing  new  in  the  city,"  I  remember  replying, 
that  such  was  the  report  "among  women."  Conscious, 
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j;oncml,  of  having  through  Ufo  treated  tlic  names  and 
characters  of  married  laches  witli  the  most  scrupulous 
caution  and  respect,  I  cannot  hehevc  that  I  mentioned 
the  names  of  the  two  ladies,  between  whom  I  heard 
the  report;  and  never  having,  at  anytime  attached 
to  it,  myself,  cither  belief  or  importance,  I  could  not 
have  made  it  a  subject  of  serious  communication,  to 
the  senate,  to  the  military  council,  or  to  any  member, 
individually,  of  them.  I  am  willing,  therefore,  to  rest 
the  truth  of  my  assertions,  in  repelling  this  most  slan- 
derous and  bolstered  charge  of  yours,  and  conse- 
quently its  utter  falsehood,  as  far  as  it  criminates  my 
conduct  and  views,  on  the  testimony  not  only  of  tho 
remaining  individuals,  who  composed  the  senate  and 
the  military  council ;  but  on  the  testimony  of  any  two, 
or  three,  remaining  individuals  in  society,  who  were 
eye  witnesses  of  my  conduct  at  the  invasion  of  New- 
Orleans,  and  whose  oaths  would  be  respected,  by  a 
well  composed  jury  of  their  vicinity. 

I  may  well,  then,  sir,  pronounce  this  last  charge  of 
yours  to  be  false,  utterly  false!  as  applying  to  mc  indi- 
vidually, or  to  the  senate  over  which  I  presided,  or  to 
the  military  council  of  which  I  was  a  member,  or, 
that  the  most  distant  hint,  or  wish,  was  ever  expressed 
in  any  of  dieir  deliberations,  or  in  private,  by  any  ono 
of  their  members,  with  my  knowledge  or  within  my 
hearing,  *'to  make  terms  with  the  enemy."  And  more 
false,  if  possible,  is  it  still,  that  *'ihe  legislature  should, 
with  my  consent  or  connivance,  depute  a  committee 
to  wait  on  you  on  that  subject,"  or  on  any  other,  during 
the  invasion,  in  which  I  had  any  agency,  that  was  not 
founded,  in  my  humble  estimation  at  least,  on  princi- 
ples of  patriotism  and  honor.  I  may,  therefore,  hope 
to  find  indulgence  in  every  honest  breast,  for  having 
expressed,  in  some  degree,  the  profound  contempt, 
VOL,  II,  47 
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which  this  charge  so  justly  incriiH,  niul  which  it  is  im- 
possiblo  for  me  with  life,  to  cease  to  feel/' 

Thihodaux,  then  n  meniber  of  the  senate,  who  af- 
terwards exercised,  as  president  of  that  body,  the 
functions  of  chief  magistrate  of  the  state,  on  the  resig- 
nation of  governor  Robertson,  expressed  hi."  indigna- 
tion on  the  subject,  in  a  letter  to  Skipwith,  on  the  iOth 
of  September,  18:27. 

''The  notorious,"  said  he,  ''ungenerous  and  unme- 
rited accusation,  which  has  been  cast  upon  the  whole 
legislature  of  Louisiana,  and  particularly  upon  die 
senate,  by  Gen.  Jackson,  in  his  published  letter  to  the 
post-master  general,  in  order  to  defeat  your  preten- 
sions, as  a  candidate  in  opposition  with  his  favorite 
Mr.  Crogan,  is,  in  my  humble  opinion,  such  as  ought 
to  be  taken  up  and  repelled  with  the  indignation  it 
really  deserves.  This  charge  was  not  laid  upon  you 
alone,  but  it  embraces  the  whole  senate.  Could  you 
not,  sir,  as  being  Uien  the  president  of  that  honorable 
body,  could  you  not,  with  propriety,  call  upon  the 
members  who  were  sitting  with  you,  and  prevail  upon 
them  to  join  in  clearing,  through  the  same  medium 
that  was  made  use  of,  those  shameful  stains  with 
which  that  body  has  been  stigmatised?  And  would 
it  not  be  but  fair,  if  this  infamous  calumny  was  recoil- 
ed towards  its  source  and  against  its  very  author?  A 
supine  silence  appears  to  operate  on  the  part  of  the 
members  of  the  general  assembly,  as  a  conviction  of 
the  truth  of  the  accusation ;  and  this  opinion,  as  you 
may  know  yourself,  is  circulating  in  the  public,  by  the 
exertions  of  the  generaPs  friends. 

'*I  beg  leave  to  be  excused,  for  attempting  to  suggest 
the  right  course  you  have  to  follow ;  these  are  the 
dictates  of  a  heart  indignantly  offended,  at  the  rash  at- 
tack of  the  general,  and  although  it  does  not  fall  upon 
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inc  directly,  (for  you  will  recollect  I  wnson  active  mi- 
litary service,)  it  rebounds  upon  nic  very  heavily,  and 
wounds  me  to  tiie  very  heart's  core." 

The  journal  of  neither  of  the  houses  makes  any 
mention  of  the  motion  for,  nor  of  the  appointment  of, 
die  committee  of  which  Jackson  speaks.  The  mem- 
bers of  die  house  of  representatives  have  universally 
expressed  dieir  indignation  at  the  unfounded  charge,  , 
and  their  astonishment  at  the  egregious  imposition, 
under  which  Jackson  must  have  been,  when  he 
made  it. 

Major-General  Villcrc,  of  the  slate  militia,  reached 
the  camp  on  the  twenty-ninth,  with  six  hundred  men  of 
the  militia  of  his  division,  and  was  directed  by  Jack- 
son to  take  the  command  of  a  second  line,  which  was 
now  formed  between  the  first  and  the  city. 

On  new-year's  day,  a  Uiick  fog  concealed  the 
movements  of  the  enemy,  till  towards  eight  o'clock. 
He  now  opened  a  brisk  fire  from  three  batteries  he 
had  just  completed.  Tlie  lefi,  on  the  road,  had  two 
twelve  pounders ;  the  centre  eight  eighteen  and  twen- 
ty-four pounders,  and  some  carronades;  the  right, 
close  to  the  woods,  mounted  eight  pieces  of  cannon 
and  carronades  of  diflerent  calibres.  A  fiasli  of  con- 
greve  rockets  accompanied  the  balls,  and  for  a  quarter 
of  an  hour  the  fire  was  kept  up  widi  unexampled  ce- 
lerity, and  answered  in  so  brisk,  steady  and  well  di- 
rected a  manner,  that  it  now  slackened  in  a  percepti- 
ble degree.  The  cannonade  was,  however,  kept  up 
on  both  sides,  but  with  varied  intervals,  for  an  hour, 
during  which  seven  of  the  enemy's  guns  were  dis- 
mounted, and  when  the  fire  ceased,  the  greater  part  of 
his  artillery  was  unfit  for  service.  At  one  o'clock,  he 
abandoned  his  battery  near  the  woods;  die  centre  one 
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and  that  near  the  road  continued  to  throw  a  few  balls 
and  rockets  till  three,  when  they  were  silenced. 

Soon  after,  Major-Genera  1  Thomas,  of  the  second 
division  of  slate  militia,  arrived  with  five  hundred 
men,  who  encamped  behind  the  main  line,  on  Dupre's 
plantation,.and  three  days  after,  a  detachment  of  the 
militia  of  the  state  of  Kentucky,  amounting  to  two 
thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  men,  under  Major- 
General  Thomas  and  Brigadier-General  Adair,  ar- 
rived and  encamped  bel^w  the  city,  on  Prevost's 
plantation.  Afterwards,  a  part  of  this  force,  under 
General  Adair,  advanced  and  took  a  position,  a  little 
in  the  rear  of  Jackson's  line. 

The  deplorable  condition  of  a  great  part  of  the  mi- 
litia of  the  states  of  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  who 
were  in  want  of  warm  clothing,  and  from  the  nature 
of  the  service,  occasionally  exposed  in  the  open  air,  the 
winter  being  extremely  severe,  excited  the  sensibility 
of  the  legislature  of  Louisiana,  and  on  the  motion  of 
Louaillier,  an  appropriation  was  made  of  six  thousand 
dollars.  This  sum  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  com- 
mittee, of  which  die  mover  was  an  efficient  member. 
An  equal  sum  was  added,  by  subscription  in  the  city: 
the  planters  of  the  German  Coast  sent  thirty-six  hun- 
dred dollars,  and  those  of  Attakapas  transmitted  five 
hundred.  By  these  means,  with  other  aid,  a  sum  of 
sixteen  thousand  dollars  was  obtained,  as  an  addition 
to  that  appropriated  by  the  legislature,  and  the  whole 
was  expended  in  the  purchase  of  blankets  and  wool- 
len cloths,  which  were  distributed  among  the  ladies  of 
New-Orleans,  to  be  made  into  wearing  apparel ;  and 
within  one  week,  twelve  hundred  blanket  coats,  two 
hundred  and  twenty-five  waistcoats,  eleven  hundred 
and  twenty-seven  pairs  of  pantaloons,  and  eight  hun- 
dred shirts,  were  completed  and  distributed.    Spe- 
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cific  donations  of  several  boxes  of  hats  and  shoes,  and 
a  considerable  number  of  matrasses,  were  made  by 
merchants  and  shop-keepers. 

A  number  of  debtors,  who  had  taken  the  benefit  of 
the  acts  establishing  the  prison  bounds,  were  anxious 
to  join  in  the  defence  of  Uie  city,  but  were  apprehen- 
sive of  exposing  their  sureties.  On  this  being  repre- 
sented to  the  legislature,  an  act  was  passed  extending 
the  prison  bounds,  until  the  first  of  May  following,  so 
as  to  include  Jackson's  line. 

From  deserters,  desultory  accounts  were  received, 
of  a  considerable  reinforcement  having  arrived,  under 
the  orders  of  lieutenant-general  Packenham  and  ma- 
jor-general Lambert:  it  was  reported,  that  the  British 
army  now  consisted  of  fourteen  thousand  men.  Jack- 
son had  informtition,  that  for  several  days,  the  com- 
munication between  the  army  and  fleet  had  been  unu- 
sually active,  and  that  a  general  attack  was  preparing — 
that  the  enemy  was  deepening  Vi Here's  canal  and  ex- 
tending it,  in  order  to  bring  his  boats  to  the  Missis- 
sippi. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  eighth,  signals,  to  pro- 
duce concert  in  the  enemy's  movements,  were  noticed. 
A  rocket  ascended  on  the  left,  near  the  swamp,  and 
soon  after,  another  on  the  right,  near  the  river;  and  a 
few  minutes  after,  the  charge  was  began  with  such  ra- 
pidity, that  our  soldiers,  at  the  outposts,  with  difficulty 
fled  in. 

The  enemy's  batteries,  which  had  been  demolished 
on  new  year's  day,  had  been  repaired  during  the 
night,  and  furnished  with  several  pieces  of  heavy  ar- 
tillery. These  now  opened,  and  showers  of  balls  and 
bombs  were  poured  on  our  line,  and  the  air  was  light- 
ed with  congreve  rockets.  The  two  divisions  under 
generals  Keane  and  Gibbs,  were  led  by  Packenham : 
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both  pressed  forward,  the  one  against  the  centre,  the 
other  against  the  redoubt  on  the  levee.  A  thick  fog, 
enabled  them  to  approach  within  a  short  distance,  be- 
fore they  were  discovered.  They  advanced,  with  a 
firm,  quick  and  steady  pace,  in  solid  columns,  with  a 
front  of  sixty  or  seventy  deep.  On  perceiving  them, 
Jackson,  who  had  been  for  some  time  waiting  their 
appeirance,  gave  a  signal,  on  which  our  men,  who 
were  in  readiness,  gave  three  cheers,  and  instantly  the 
whole  line  was  lighted  with  the  blaze  of  their  fire.  A 
burst  of  artillery  and  small  arms,  pouring  with  de- 
structive aim  upon  the  British,  mowed  their  front  and 
arrested  their  advance.  In  the  musketry,  there  was 
not  a  moment  of  intermission,  as  one  party  discharged 
their  pieces,  another  succeeded:  alternately  loading 
and  firing,  no  pause  could  be  perceived — it  was  one 
continued  volley.  Notwithstanding  the  severity  of  the 
fire,  some  British  soldiers  pressed  forward,  and  suc- 
ceeded in  gaining  the  ditch  in  front  of  the  line.  At 
this  moment,  Packenham  fell,  in  front  of  his  men, 
mortally  wounded,  and  soon  after,  Gibbs  and  Keanc 
were  borne  from  the  field,  dangerously  wounded. — 
Lambert,  who  was  advancing,  at  a  small  distance  in 
the  rear  with  the  reserve,  met  the  columns  precipitate- 
ly retreating  and  in  great  confusion.  His  efibrts  to 
rally  them  were  unavailing — they  reached  a  ditch,  at 
the  distance  of  four  hundred  yards  from  our  line, 
where,  finding  a  momentary  safety,  they  were  rallied 
and  halted. 

They  shordy  after  returned  to  the  charge;  but 
Jackson^s  batteries  had  not  ceased  their  fire — their 
constant  discharge  of  grape  and  cannister,  and  volleys 
of  musketry,  cut  down  the  enemy's  columns  as  fast  as 
they  could  be  formed ;  ihcy  now  abandoned  the  con- 
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test  and  tho  field  in  disorder,  leaving  it  entirely  cover- 
ed with  the  dead  and  the  wounded. 

A  strong  detachment,  which  formed  the  left  of 
I\eane's  command,  was  sent,  under  Colonel  Rennie, 
against  our  redoubt,  on  the  right.  This  work  was  in 
an  unfinished  state.  Rennie,  urging  forward  with 
stern  bravery,  reached  the  ditch.  His  advance  was 
greatly  annoyed  by  Patterson's  battery,  on  the  right 
bank,  and  the  cannon  mounted  on  the  redoubt ;  but  he 
passed  the  ditch,  and  leaping,  sword  in  hand,  on  the 
wall,  called  on  his  men  to  follow  him,  when  the  fatal 
aim  of  a  rifleman  brought  him  down.  Pressed  by  the 
impetuosity  of  superior  numbers,  who  were  mounting 
the  wall  and  entering  at  the  embrasures,  the  men  in 
the  redoubt  had  retired  to  the  rear  of  the  line,  when 
the  city  riflemen,  cool  and  self-possessed,  openedon 
the  assailants,  and  at  every  discharge  brought  the  ob- 
ject to  the  ground.  The  followers  of  Rennie  aban- 
doned the  attempt,  in  which  he  had  fallen :  they  re- 
tired, galled  by  such  part  of  the  guns  in  the  line  as 
could  be  brought  upon  them :  they  sought  a  shelter 
behind  the  levee,  but  the  fire  of  Patterson's  battery,  on 
the  right  bank  of  the  river,  severely  annoyed  them  on 
their  retreat. 

The  efforts  of  the  enemy  to  carry  Jackson's  line  of 
defence,  were  seconded  by  an  attack,  which  was  in- 
tended to  have  been  simultaneous,  on  the  opposite 
bank.  Col.  Thornton,  before  day  break,  had  crossed 
the  Mississippi  with  eight  hundred  men :  but  he  had 
hardly  effected  his  landing,  when  the  day  broke,  and 
he  hastened  forward  against  Morgan's  entrench- 
ment. 

Jackson  had  foreseen  an  attack  on  that  side  of  the 
river,  and  during  the  previous  night,  he  had  sent  two 
hundred  of  the  militia  of  the  stale  to  assist  in  opposing 
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it.  This  detachment  had  advanced  a  mile  down  the 
river,  and  Arnaud,  who  commanded  it,  supposing 
that  the  general  was  mistaken,  or  deeming  that  iho 
spirits  of  his  men  would  be  resuscitated  by  repose,  had 
directed  them  to  lie  down  and  sleep.  Hearing  the 
rattling  noise  made  by  the  British,  who  were  approach- 
ing, Arnaud  aroused  his  sleeping  companions,  and  be- 
fore they  could  be  formed,  the  foe  was  so  near,  that 
they  became  confused,  and  moved  off  in  the  direction 
in  which  they  had  come.  A  body  of  Kentuckians, 
who  had  reached  Morgan's  camp,  at  five  in  the  morn- 
ing had  been  sent  on  to  support  Arnaud :  they  had 
proceeded  about  three-fourths  of  a  mile,  when  they 
met  his  men  hastily  retreating  up  the  road. 

These  two  detachments  ran  along  together,  and 
formed  behind  a  saw-mill  race,  skirted  with  a  quan- 
tity of  plank  and  scantling,  which  afforded  them  a  to- 
lerable shelter.  The  enemy  now  appeared ;  his  ap- 
proach was  resisted,  and  a  warm  and  spirited  opposi- 
tion made  for  awhile.  A  momentary  check  was  given 
him.  He  retired,  returned  and  again  received  a 
heavy  fire.  One  of  Morgan's  aids  now  arrived,  and 
ordered  a  retreat.  Confusion  ensued — order  could 
not  be  restored,  and  the  whole  precipitately  fled  to 
Morgan's  entrenchment,  when  they  were  instantly 
formed,  and  ordered  to  extend  themselves  in  line  to 
the  swamp,  to  prevent  the  entrenchment  being  turned. 

Thornton  halted,  at  the  distance  of  about  seven  hun- 
dred yards,  and  soon  after  advanced  to  the  attack,  in 
two  divisions,  against  the  extreme  right  and  centre  of 
the  line,  now  defended  by  about  five  hundred  men.  A 
well  directed  discharge  of  the  artillery,  which  had 
been  mounted  on  the  works,  caused  his  right  division 
to  oblique  and  unite  with  the  left,  and  press  forward 
to  the  point  occupied  by  the  Kentucky  troops.    These 
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men  finding  themselves  thus  exposed,  and  not  hav- 
ing yet  recovered  from  the  disorder  of  their"^  hasty 
retreat,  now  gave  way,  and  soon  after  abandoned 
their  position.  The  Louisiana  militia  gave  a  fevv 
fires  and  followed  the  exartaple.  The  officers  suc- 
ceeded in  obtaining  a  momentary  halt;  but  a  burst 
of  congreve  rockets  happening  to  set  fire  to  a  field 
of  sugar  cane  and  to  other  combustible  materials, 
their  fears  were  again  excited — they  hastily  moved 
away,  and  could  not  be  rallied,  till,  at  the  distance 
of  two  miles  they  reached  a  small  race  and  were 
formed  and  placed  in  an  attitude  of  defence. 

The  loss  of  the  British  in  the  main  attack,  on  the 
left  bank,  is  supposed  to  have  beeen  between  twen- 
ty-five hundred  and  three  thousand  killed — the 
number  of  wounded  was  much  greater.  The  loss 
of  the  Americans  in  killed  and  wounded  was  but 
thirteen. 

General  Lambert,  on  whom  the  command  of  the 
British  army  devolved  on  the  fall  of  Packenham, 
Gibbs  and  Keane,  now  solicited  permission  to  send 
an  unarmed  detachment  to  bury  the  dead  and  bring 
off  the  wounded,  lying  near  Jackson's  line.  This 
was  allowed,  and  a  suspension  of  hostilities  agreed 
on  for  twenty-four  hours. 

A  considerable  naval  force  of  the  enemy  had 
been  destined  to  cooperate  in  the  late  attack  by  as- 
cending the  Mississippi.  They  succeeded  in  pass- 
ing the  Balize,  and  made  prisoners  of  a  small  de- 
tachment that  had  been  stationed  there,  but  were 
unable  to  pass  Fort  St.  Philip  at  Plaquemines. 

The   squadron,   which  consisted  of  two  bomb 

vessels,  a  brig,  schooner  and  sloop,   approached 

the  fort,  on  the  ninth,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning, 

within  striking  distance,  and  soon  after  commenced 
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to  discharge  an  immense  quantity  of  bombs  and  balls 
against  the  fort.  A  severe  and  well  directed  fire  from 
its  water  battery  compelled  the  shipping  to  retreat 
to  the  distance  of  two  miles,  where  they  could  reach 
the  fort  with  the  shells  from  their  largest  mortars,  while 
they  stood  beyond  the  reach  of  its  artillery.  The  bom- 
bardment, with  various  intervals,  was  continued  till  the 
seventeenth,  when  a  heavy  mortar  having  been  mount- 
ed and  turned  against  them,  they  retreated  on  the 
morning  of  the  eighteenth. 

At  midnight,  between  the  eighteenth  and  nineteenth, 
the  enemy  precipitately  abandoned  his  encampment  on 
the  left  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  to  return  to  his  ship- 
ping, leaving  under  medical  attendance,  eighteen  wound- 
ed, including  two  officers,  fourteen  pieces  of  artillery, 
and  a  considerable  quantity  of  shot.  Such  was  the 
situation  of  the  ground  they  abandoned,  and  that  through 
which  they  retreated,  protected  by  swamps  canals,  re- 
doubts and  intrenciiments,  that  Jackson  could  not, 
without  encountering  a  risk  which  policy  neither  re- 
quired or  authorised,  annoy  him  much  on  his  retreat. 
He  took  eight  prisoners  only. 

One  of  the  medical  men,  left  to  take  care  of  the 
wounded,  handed  to  Jackson  a  letter  from  Lambert, 
imploring  protection  for  the  men  thus  remaining  be- 
hind, and  announcing  that  he  had  relinquished,  "for  the 
present,  all  further  operations  against  New- Orleans." 

"Whether"  says  Jackson's  communication  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  of  the  nineteenth,  "it  be  the  purpose 
of  the  enemy  to  abandon  the  expedition  altogether,  or 
to  renew  his  efforts  at  some  other  point,  I  shall  not 
pretend  to  decide  with  positiveness.  In  my  own  mind, 
there  is  but  little  doubt  that  his  last  exertions  have  been 
made  in  this  quarter;  at  any  rate  for  the  present  season: 
and  by  the  next,  if  he  shall  choose  to  revisit  us,  I  hope 
we  shall  be  fully  prepared  for  him.     In  this  belief,  I  am 
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strengthened  by  the  prodigious  loss  he  sustained,  on  the 
position  he  has  just  quitted,  and  by  the  failure  of  his 
fleet  to  pass  Fort  St.  Phillip.  His  loss  since  the  de- 
barkation of  his  troops,  as  stated  by  all  the  prisoners  and 
deserters,  and  as  confirmed  by  many  additional  circum- 
stances, exceeds  in  the  whole  four  thousand  men.'* 

Jackson  now  determined  to  withdraw  his  troops  from 
the  position  they  had  occupied  and  place  them  near  the 
city,  whence  they  might  easily  be  advanced  whenever 
it  might  be  necessary.  The  seventh  regiment  of  in- 
fantry was  left  to  protect  the  point  he  was  leaving,  and 
further  in  advance  on  Villere's  canal,  where  the  enemy 
landed,  he  posted  a  detachment  of  Louisiana  and  Ken- 
tucky militia. 

Having  made  these  arrangements,  he  brought  the  rest 
of  his  army  to  the  city,  on  the  twentieth. 

On  the  twenty-third  a  solemn  service  of  thanksgiv- 
ing was  performed  in  the  Cathedral — exactly  one  month 
after  the  first  landing  of  the  enemy  at  Villere's  planta- 
tion. 

If  the  vigilance,  the  activity,  and  the  intrepidity  of 
the  General  had  been  conspicuous  during  the  whole  pe- 
riod of  the  invasion,  his  prudence,  moderation  and  self- 
denial,  on  the  departure  of  the  enemy,  deserves  no  less 
commendation  and  admiration.  An  opportunity  was 
then  presented  to  him  of  acquiring  laurels  by  a  pursuit, 
which  few,  elated  as  he  must  have  been  by  success, 
could  have  resisted.  But,  he  nobly  reflected  that  those 
who  fled  from  him  were  mercenaries — those  who  sur- 
rounded his  standard,  his  fellow-citizens,  almost  univer- 
sally fathers  of  families; — sound  policy,  to  use  his  own 
expressions,  neither  required  or  authorised  him  to  ex- 
pose the  lives  of  his  companions  in  arms,  in  a  useless 
conflict.  He  thought  the  lives  of  ten  British  soldiers 
would  not  requite  the  loss  of  one  of  his  men.  He  had 
not  saved  New-Orleans  to  sacrifice  its  inhabitants. — 
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With  tears  of  gratitude  they  greeted  him  on  his  return, 
in  the  strains  which  Ariosto  addresses  to  his  patron, 

Fu  il  vincer  sempre  mai  laudabil  cosa, 
Vincasi  o  per  fortuna  o  per  ingegno  : 
Gli  e  ver,  che  la  vittoria  sanguinosa 
Spesso  far  suole  11  capitan  men  degno  ; 
E  quella  eternamente  ^  gloriosa, 
E  dei  divini  onori  arriva  al  segno, 
Quando,  servando  i  suoi  senz'alcuu  danno, 
Si  fa  che  gl'inimici  in  rotta  vanno. 

La  vostra,  signor  mio,  fu  degna  loda, 
Quando  al  leone,  in  mar  tanto  feroce, 
Ch'  av6a  occupata  I'una  e  I'altra  proda 
Del  Po,  da  Francolin  sin  alia  foce, 
Faceste  si,  che  ancor  che  ruggir  Toda, 
S*  io  vedro  voi,  non  temero  la  voce. 
'        Come  vincer  si  de'  ne  dimostraste  ; 
Ch'  uccideste  i  nemici,  e  noi  salvaste. 


Orlando  Forioso,  xiv. 


Thus  paraphrased- 


Great  honor  every  victor  must  obtain, 
Let  fortune  give  success  or  conduct  gain  : 
Yet  oft  a  battle,  won  with  blood,  will  yield 
Less  praise  to  him  who  boasts  the  conquered  field. 
But  ever  glorious  is  that  chieftain's  name — 
And  pure  and  sacred  is  his  martial  fame, 
Who,  while  the  forces  of  his  foes  overthrown 
Proclaim  his  might,  from  loss  preserves  his  own. 
Such  was  the  war  by  thee,  brave  Jackson,  wag'd, 
When  Britain  on  the  waves  had  fiercely  rag'd — 
Had  seizM  each  shore  that  to  the  Gulph  descends. 
And  to  our  Lakes  from  Pensacola  bends  : 
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Tho'  yet  afar,  her  lion's  roar  seemM  near, 

But  present  thou,  %vhat  breast  could  harbor  fear. 

Nobly  thou  taught's  us  victory  to  gain — 

By  thee  our  friends  were  sav'd,  our  foes  were  slaui. 


Eaton. — Latour.-^Jlrchives. — Gazettes. 
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The  Legislature  adjourns. — Fort  Boyer  taken. — In. 
telligence  of  peace. — Jackson's  proclamation, — Con- 
firmation of  the  intelligence. — French  subjects  de- 
mand their  discharge  from  militarij  service. — Apply 
to  the  Consult  and  are  discharged  on  his  certificate. 
The  Consul  and  them  ordered  into  the  interior. — 
They  remain  at  home. — Louailliefs  publication. — 
His  arrest. — fJ^rit  of  habeas  corpus  issued  by  Hally 
who  is  also  arrested. — The  Clerk  of  the  Court 
brought  to  head-quarters. — A  record  taken  and  with- 
held from  him, — He  avows  his  intention  to  issue  the 
writ,  and  is  threatened. — The  Marshal  avows  his 
intention  to  execute  it,  and  is  threatened. — Intelli- 
gence of  the  treaty  being  ratified. — State  militia 
discharged. — Proceedings  against  Hall  and  Louail- 
lier.^— Order  against  the  French  subjects  suspended. 
Hollander,  Lewis  and  Dick  ordered  to  be  arrest- 
ed,— Orders  against  Lewis  and  Dick  countermanded. 
Supreme  Court, — Hollander  discharged, — Louaillier 
acquitted, — The  sentence  disapproved.  Hall  sent 
out  of  the  City, — Peace  proclaimed. 

THE  legislature  made  an  appropriation  of  two 
thousand  dollars  for  the  benefit  of  the  Charity  Hospital, 
the  resources  of  which  had  been  diminished  by  the  li- 
beral succour  it  had  yielded  to  the  sick  of  the  states  of 
Kentucky  and  Tennessee.  Provision  was  also  made 
for  the  immediate  relief  of  the  wounded  and  the  families 
of  those  who  had  been  killed. 

Danger  had  now  evidently  subsided.    The  levy  en 
masse  of  the  militia,  had  been  arriving  in  regiments  and 
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companies.  *'Every  thing,*'  says  Latour,  "was  in  rea- 
diness to  repel  the  enemy,  on  whatever  point  he  might 
make  an  attack.  All  the  damaged  arms  had  been  re- 
paired, and  a  barge  had  arrived  from  Pittsburg,  with 
muskets,  cannon  and  balls.  Louisiana  had  been  de- 
fended and  saved,  with  means  much  inferior  to  those  of 
the  enemy,  and  towards  the  end  of  January  she  was  in 
a  condition  to  defy  double  the  number  that  had  at  first 
attacked  her.  Time  had  shown  how  groundless  were 
the  apprehensions  which  were  pretended  to  be  enter- 
tained from  the  disaffection  of  the  people,  and  had  evinc- 
ed the  wisdom  of  the  legislature,  in  rejecting  the  pro- 
positions which  had  been  made,  to  suspend  the  writ  of 
Habeas  Corpus.  They  adjourned  on  the  sixth  of  Feb- 
ruary. 

On  the  twelfth  the  British  possessed  themselves  of 
Fort  Boyer,  at  the  entrance  of  Mobile  Bay. 

By  a  communication  of  the  following  day,  from  Ad- 
miral Cochrane,  Jackson  was  informed  that  the  Admi- 
ral had  just  received  a  bulletin  from  Jamaica,  (a  copy 
of  which  was  inclosed)  proclaiming  that  a  treaty  of 
peace  had  been  signed  by  the  respective  plenipotentia- 
ries of  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  at  Ghent, 
on  the  twenty-fourth  of  December.  The  despatch  did 
not  arrive  till  the  twenty-first,  by  the  way  of  the  Balize^ 
but  the  intelligence  had  been  brought  to  the  city  on  the 
preceding  day  by  one  of  Jackson's  aids,  who  had  re- 
turned from  the  British  tleet  with  a  flag  of  truce. 

In  announcing  this  event,  by  an  address  to  the  army 
and  the  people  of  Louisiana,  the  General  forewarned 
them  from  being  thrown  into  security  by  hopes  that 
might  be  delusive  ;  observing  it  was  by  holding  out 
such,  that  an  artful  and  insidious  foe,  too  often  seeks  ta 
accomplish  objects,  the  utmost  exertion  of  his  strength 
will  not  enable  him  to  effect.  He  added  that  to  place 
them  off"  their  guard,  and  attack  them  by  surprise,  was 
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the  natural  expedient  of  one,  who,  having  experienced 
the  superiority  of  their  arms,  hoped  to  overcome  them 
by  stratagem. 

On  the  twenty-second,  the  gladsome  tidings  were 
confirmed,  and  a  gazette  of  Charleston  was  received, 
announcing  the  ratification  of  the  ireaty  by  the  Prince 
Regent. 

We  have  seen  that  on  the  first  account  of  the  arrival 
of  part  of  the  British  army  on  Villere*s  plantation,  the 
French  subjects  who  resided  in  New-Orleans  and  its  en- 
virons, animated  by  Tousard,  their  Consul,  had 
flocked  round  Jackson*s  standard,  "determined  to  leave 
it  with  the  necessity  that  called  them  to  it,  and  not  till 
then."  As  long  as  the  foe  remained  in  the  state,  they 
patiently  submitted  to  toil,  privation  and  danger,  with 
exemplary  fortitude  and  patience  : — they  had  left  their 
families  in  penury  and  distress,  but  the  liberality  of  the 
the  city  council  had  ministered  to  their  wants  *, — that 
body  had  distributed  among  the  needy  inhabitants  thir- 
ty-four thousand  rations  of  bread,  and  thirteen  thousand 
of  meat.  But,  whether  the  means  of  the  corporation 
were  exhausted,  or  the  absence  of  danger  rendered  its 
officers  less  attentive,  these  supplies  did  not  flowas  abun- 
dantly as  at  first,  and,  pressed  by  the  anxiety  of  coming 
to  the  help  of  their  families,  and  no  longer  elated  by  the 
hope  of  gaining  laurels,  being  useful  to  the  country  they 
lived  in,  or  excited  by  their  antipathy  to  the  invaders — 
they  grew  tired  of  a  service,  which  they  now  thought 
perfectly  useless.  A  few  solicited  their  discharge  from 
the  officers  under  whom  they  were  immediately  placed — 
Jackson  was  consulted,  and  insisted  on  their  being  re- 
tained. On  this,  a  number  of  them  demanded  from 
Tousard  certificates  of  their  national  character,  which 
they  presented  to  the  General,  by  whom  they  were  coun- 
tersigned, and  the  bearers  permitted  to  return  home. — 
The  example  was  followed  by  so  many,  that  Jackson 
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was  indiired  to  believe  that  Tousard  too  easily  jrratifi- 
cd  the  applicants  wiih  cerlificntcs,  and  considering  his 
compliance  with  his  duty,  as  evidence  of  his  adhesion  to 
the  enemy,  ordered  him  out  of  the  city. 

Yielding  to  the  advice  of  many  around  him,  who 
were  roMstuntly  filling  his  ears  with  their  clamours  a- 
boiit  the  di>i()yalty,  disafTeclion  and  treason  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Louisiatui,  and  particularly  the  state  officers  and 
fb*  people  of  French  origin,  Jackson,  on  the  last  day  of 
Fehn?  »ry,  issued  a  g'^neral  order,  commanding  all 
French  subjects,  possessed  of  a  certificate  of  tlicir  na- 
tional character,  siihscribed  by  the  consul  of  France, 
and  countersigned  by  the  commanding  general,  to  retire 
into  the  interior,  to  a  distance  above  Baton  Rouge: — a 
measure,  which  was  stated  to  have  been  rendered  indis- 
pensable by  the  frequent  applications  for  discharges.— 
The  names  were  directed  to  be  taken  of  all  persons  of 
this  description,  remaining  in  the  city,  after  the  expira- 
tion of  three  days. 

Time  has  shown  this  to  have  been  a  most  unfortu- 
nate  step,  and  those  by  whose  suggestions  it  was  taken, 
soon  found  themstlves  unable  to  avert  from  the  gene- 
ral the  consequences  to  which  it  exposed  him.  The 
people  against  whom  it  was  directed  were  loyal — many 
of  them  had  bled,  all  had  toiled  and  suffered  in  the  de- 
fence of  the  state.  Need,  in  many  instances,  im- 
providence in  several,  had  induced  the  flimilies  of  these 
people  to  part  with  the  furniture  of  their  houses  to  sup. 
ply  those  immediate  wants,  which  the  absence  of  the 
head  of  the  family  occasioned.  No  exception,  no  dis- 
tinction  was  made.  The  sympathetic  feelings  of  every 
class  of  inhabitants  were  enlisted  in  favor  of  these  men  ; 
they  lacked  the  means  of  sustaining  themselves  on  the 
way,  and  must  have  been  compelled,  on  their  arrival  at 
Baton  Rouge,  then  a  very  insignificant  village,  to  throw 
themselves  on  the  charity  of  the  inhabitants.  Another 
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consideration  rendered  the  departure  of  these  men,  an 
evil  to  be  dreaded.  The  apprehension  of  the  return  of 
the  enemy  was  represented,  as  having  had  much  weight 
with  Jackson  in  issuing  his  order.  Their  past  conduct 
was  a  sure  pledge  that,  in  case  of  need,  their  services 
would  again  be  re-offered;  there  were  among  them  a 
number  of  experienced  artillery-men;  a  description  of 
soldiers,  which  was  not  easily  to  be  found  among  the 
brave  who  had  come  down  from  Kentucky,  or  Tennes- 
see, or  even  in  the  army  of  the  United  States.  These 
considerations  induced  several  respectable  citizens  to 
wait  on  Jackson,  for  the  purpose  of  endeavouring  to  in- 
duce him  to  reconsider  a  determination,  which  was  viewed 
as  productive  of  flagrant  injustice  and  injury  to  those 
against  whom  it  was  directed,  without  any  possible 
advantage,  and  probably  very  detrimental,  to  those  for 
whose  benefit  it  was  intended. 

Eaton  has  informed  his  readers  that  "Promptitude 
and  decision  constitutes  one  of  the  leading  traits  of  Jack- 
son's character."  Those  who  called  on  the  general, 
were  soon  convinced,  that  hasty  determinations  are  sel- 
dom patiently  re-examined,  or  willingly  changed:  they 
found  him  inexorable.  The  recommendation  was  there- 
fore given  to  the  French  exiles,  to  forbear  the  manifesta- 
tion of  any  positive  resistance,  but  to  remain  quietly 
at  home,  in  the  hope,  that  official  accounts  from  the  seat 
of  government,  changing  the  state  of  affairs,  should  soon 
enable  Jackson  to  withdraw  his  late  orders,  without  ad- 
mitting they  were  too  precipitately  issued.  They  were 
assured,  that  the  laws  of  the  country  would  protect  them, 
and  punish,  even  in  a  successful  general,  a  violation  of 
the  rights  of,  or  a  wanton  injury  to,  the  meanest  indivi- 
dual, citizen  or  alien.  They  were  referred  to  the  case 
pf  Wilkinson,  against  whom  an  independent  jury  of  the 
Mississippi  territory  had  given  a  verdict  in  favour  of 
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Adair,  who  had  been  illegall}^  arrested  and  transported, 
during  the  winter  of  1806. 

The  mail  now  brought  northern  gazettes,  announcing 
the  arrival  of  the  treaty  at  Washington,  on  the  14th. 
The  liope,  that  had  been  entertained,  that  Jackson  would 
now  allow  those  unfortunate  people  to  stay  with  their 
families,  was  disappointed;  a  circumstance  which  induc- 
ed several  of  their  countrymen,  who  had  become  citizens 
of  the  U.  States,  to  imagine,  that  antipathy  to  the  French 
population  influenced  the  general's  determination. — 
It  has  justly  been  allowed,  that  those  who  are  ignorant 
of  each  other's  language,  often  lack  the  liberality  of  giv- 
ing the  best  construction  to  each  others  acts;  and  the 
inhabitants  of  New  Orleans  had  often  complained,  that 
the  government  of  the  United  States  had  not  had  the 
indulgence,  which  the  king  of  Spain  had  always  extended 
to  them,  of  sending  superior  officers  to  preside  over 
them,  who  spoke  their  language.  Jackson  had  uniform- 
ly kept  aloof  from  the  French  part  of  the  population,  and 
did  not  appear  to  treat  the  officers  of  the  state  govern- 
ment, with  the  attention  which  was  believed  to  be  due 
them;  and  those  who  were  considered,  as  his  most  confi- 
dential friends,  were  believed  to  be  in  opposition  to  the 
officers  of  the  state. 

Louallier,  the  member  of  the  house  of  representatives 
for  the  county  of  Opelousas,  a  native  of  France,  had 
been  an  efficient  memberof  the  legislature,  and  had  been 
remarked  for  his  constant  and  steady  efforts,  in  bringing 
forth  the  energies  of  the  state  for  its  defence,  and  in 
providing  and  distributing  assistance  for  its  needy  de- 
fenders. He  had  been  hitherto  extremely  useful  in  the 
regulation  of  the  finances — we  have  seen  he  was  one  of 
those,  who  thought  the  legislature  should  remain  in  ses- 
sion, while  danger  hovered  over  the  state.  He  had 
thought  it  better  to  open  the  treasury,  and  induce  sailors 
to  go  on  board  of  public  vessels,  by  ample  bounties, 
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than  to  empower  the  commodore  to  send  out  press 
gangs — he  thought  that  the  state  should  not  outlaw  its 
defenders,  by   suspending  the  habeas  corpus — he  did 
not  believe  in  the  cry  of  Jackson  and  Claiborne,  of  dis- 
affection, sedition  and  treason.     He  thought  every  citi- 
zen owed  to  the  state  the  exertion  of  his  utmost  facul- 
ties, during  the  pending  crisis;  he  accordingly  enrolled 
himself  in  one  of  the  companies  of  veterans,  patroledthe 
city  during  the  night,  and  sat,  during  the  day,  in  a  milita- 
ry council,  and  a  committee  of  succours.    Of  the  latter, 
he  had  been  the  most  efficient  member.     In  distribu- 
ting relief  to  the  indigent,  he  had  frequently  visited  in 
person  the  mansions  of  those,  who  had  abandoned  their 
families,  buckled  a  knapsack  on  their  backs,  placed  a 
musket  on  their  shoulders,  and  followed  Jackson;  and 
he  had  witnessed  the  distresses  of  their  families.     He 
had  given  credit  to  the  admiral's  communication;  being 
unable  or  unwilling  to  believe,  that  officer  entertained  so 
imfayourable  an  opinion  of  those  who  opposed  hirfl,  as 
to  conceive  the  idea,  that  they  could  be  imposed  upon,  by 
so  flimsy  a  means,  as  a  forged  newspaper.     He  had  ap- 
proved the  caution  of  Jackson;  but  the  confirmation  of 
the  signature  of  the  treaty,  in  a  Charleston  gazette,  had 
sanctioned  the  belief,  that  the  admiral's  information  was 
correct.     The  frequent  and  uncontradicted  repetition  of 
the  intelligence  in  letters  and  newspapers,  placed  it  be- 
yond all  doubt.     When  he  heard,  that  the  treaty  was 
before  the  senate,  he  entertained  very  little  doubt  of  its 
instant  ratification. 

A  report,  which  now  was  afloat,  that  those  who  sur- 
rounded Jackson  were  labouring  to  induce  him  to  arrest 
some  individuals,  alluded  to  in  the  general  orders  of  the 
28th  of  February,  roused  his  indignation,  to  which 
(perhaps  more  honestly  than  prudently)  he  gave  vent  in 
a  publication,  of  which  the  following  is  a  translationi  in 
the  Courier  de  la  Louisiane  of  the  3d  of  March. 
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**  Mr.  Editor- — To  remain  silent  on  the  last  general 
orders,  directing  all  the  Frenchmen,  who  now  reside  in 
New  Orleans,  to  leave  it  within  three  days,  and  to  keep 
at  a  distance  of  120  miles  from  it,  would  be  an  act  of  cow- 
ardice, which  ought  not  to  be  expected  from  a  citizen  of  a 
free  country — and  when  every  one  laments  such  an 
abuse  of  authority,  the  press  ought  to  denounce  it  to  the 
people." 

"  In  order  to  encourage  a  communication  between 
both  countries,  the  7th  and  8th  articles  of  the  treaty  of 
cession  secure,  to  the  French  who  shall  come  to  Louis- 
iana, certain  commercial  advantages,  which  they  are  to 
enjoy,  during  a  term  of  twelve  years,  which  are  not  yet 
expired.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time,  they  shall  be 
treated  in  the  same  manner  as  the  most  favored  nation. 
A  peace  which  nothing  h  likely  to  disturb,  uniting  both 
nations,  the  French  have  until  this  moment  been  treated 
in  the  United  States  with  that  regard  which  a  great  people 
deserves  and  requires,  even  in  its  reverses,  and  with  that 
good  will,  which  so  eminently  distinguishes  the  Ameri- 
can Government  in  its  relations  with  foreign  nations. 
In  such  circumstances,  what  can  be  the  motives  which 
have  induced  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  7th  dis- 
trict, to  issue  general  orders  of  so  vexatious  a  nature? 
When  the  foreigners  of  every  nation — when  the  Spani- 
ards, and  even  the  English,  are  permitted  to  remain  un- 
molested among  us,  shall  the  French  alone  be  condemn- 
ed to  ostracism;  because  they  rendered  too  great  services? 
Had  they  remained  idle  spectators  of  the  last  events, 
could  their  sentiments  towards  us  be  doubted,  then  we 
might  merely  be  surprised  at  the  course  now  followed 
with  regard  to  them.  But  now,  are  we  to  restrain  our 
indignation,  when  we  remember  that  these  very 
Frenchmen,  who  are  now  exiled,  have  so  powerfully 
contributed  to  the  preservation  of  Louisiana?    Without 
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speaking  of  the  corps,  who  so  eminently  distinguished 
themselves,  and  in  which  we  see  a  number  of  French- 
men rank  either  as  officers  or  privates;  how  can  we  for- 
get, that  they  were  French  artillerists,  who  directed  and 
served  a  part  of  those  pieces  of  cannon,  which  so  greatly 
annoyed  the  British  forces  ?     Can  any  one  flatter  himself 
that  such  important  services  could  have  sosoon  been  for- 
gotten ?     No,  they  are  engraved  in  everlasting  charac- 
ters on  the  hearts  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  Louisiana,  and 
they   shall  form  a  brilliant  part  in    the   history  of  their 
country;  and  when  those  brave  men  ask  no  other  reward, 
but  being  permitted  peaceably  to  enjoy  among  us  the 
rights  secured  to  them  by  treaties  and  the  laws  of  Ameri- 
ca,  far  from  sharing  in  the  sentiments  which  have  dictat- 
ed the  general  order,  we  avail  ourselves  of  this  oppor- 
tunity to  give  them  a  public  testimony  of  our  gratitude. 
"Far  from  us  be  the  idea,  that  there  is  a  single  French- 
man so  pusillanimous  as  to  forsake  his  country  merely. to 
please  the  military  commander  of  this  district,  and  in 
order  to  avoid  the  proscription  to  which  he  has  chosen 
to  condemn  them;  we  may,   therefore,  expect  to   see 
them  repair  to  the  consul  oftheir  nation,  there  to  renew 
the  act  which  binds  them  to  their  country — but  suppos- 
ing that,  yielding  to  a  sentiment  of  fear,  they  should  con- 
sent to  cease  to  be  French  citizens,  would  they,  by  such 
an  abjuration,   become  American  citizens  ?     No,   cer- 
tainly they  would  not :  the  man  who  would  l)e  power- 
ful enough  to  denationalize  them,  would  not  be  power- 
ful enough  to  give  them  a  country.     It  is  better,  there- 
fore, for  a  man  to  remain  a  faithful  Frenchman,  than  to 
suffer  himself  to  be  scared  even  by  the  martial  law ^  a  law 
useless,  when  the  presence  of  the  foe  and  honor  call  us  to 
arms,  but  which  becomes  degrading,  when  their  shame- 
ful flight  suffers  us  to  enjoy  a  glorious  rest,  which  fear 
and  terror  ought  not  to  disturb. 
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"  But  could  it  be  possible,  that  the  constitution  and 
laws  of  our  country  should  have  left  n  in  the  power  of  the 
several  commanders  of  military  districts,  to  dissolve 
all  at  once,  the  ties  of  friendship,  which  unite  America  to 
the  nations  of  Europe  ?  Would  it  be  possible,  that  peace 
or  war  could  depend  upon  their  caprice,  and  the  friend- 
ship or  enmity  they  might  entertain  for  any  nation.  We 
do  not  hesitate  in  declaring,  that  nothing  of  the-kind  ex- 
ists. The  President  alone  has,  by  law,  the  righi  to 
'cdopt  against  alien  enemies  such  measures  as  a  state  of 
war  may  render  necessary,  and  for  that  purpose  he  must 
issue  a  proclamation;  but  this  is  a  power  he  cannot  dele- 
gate. It  is  by  virtue  of  that  law,  and  a  proclamation, 
that  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain  were  removed  from 
our  sea  ports  and  sea  shores.  We  do  not  know  any  law, 
authorizing  general  Jackson  to  apply  to  alien  friends  a 
measure  which  the  President  of  the  United  States,  him- 
self, has  only  the  right  to  adopt  against  alien  enemies. 

"Our  laws  protect  strangers,  who  come  to  settle  or  re- 
side among  us.  To  the  sovereign  alone  belongs  the 
right  of  depriving  them  of  that  protection  ;  and  all  those 
who  kuow  how  to  appreciate  the  title  of  an  American 
citizen,  and  who  are  acquainted  with  their  perogatives, 
will  easily  understand,  that,  by  the  sovereign,  I  do,  by  no 
means,  intend  to  designate  a  Major- General,  oi-  any  other 
military  commander,  to  whom  I  willingly  grant  the 
power  of  issuing  general  orders  like  the  one  in  question, 
but  to  whom  I  deny  that  of  having  them  executed. 

"If  the  last  general  order  has  no  object  but  to  inspire 
us  with  a  salutary  fear ;  if  it  is  only  destined  to  be  read ;  if 
it  is  not  to  be  followed  by  any  act  of  violence  ;  if  it  is  only 
to  be  obeyed  by  those  who  may  chuse  to  leave  the 
city,  in  order  to  enjoy  the  pure  air  of  the  country,  we 
shall  forget  that  extraordinary  order ;  but  should  any 
thing  else  happen,  we  are  of  opinion  that  the  tribunals 
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will  sooner  or  later,  do  justice  to  the  victims  of  that 
illegal  order. 

**Every  alien  friend,  who  shall  continue  to  respect  the 
laws  which  rule  our  country,  shall  continue  to  be  en- 
titled to  their  protection.  Could  that  general  order  be 
applied  to  us,  we  should  calmly  wait  until  we  were 
forced  by  violence  to  execute  it,  well  convinced  of  the 
firmness* of  the  magistrates,  who  are  the  [organs  of  the 
laws  in  this  part  of  the  union,  and  the  guardians  of  public 
order.  '  :<<. 

**Let  us  conclude  by  saying,  that  it  is  high  time  the 
laws  should  resume  their  empire ;  that  the  citizens  of 
this  State  should  return  to  the  full  enjoyment.of  their 
rights ;  that  in  acknowledging,  that  we  are  indebted  to 
general  Jackson  for  the  preservation  of  our  city,  and  the 
defeat  of  the  British,  we  do  not  feel  much  inclined, 
through  gratitude,  to  sacrifice  any  of  our  privileges,  and 
less  than  any  other,  that  of  expressing  our  opinion  about 
the  acts  of  his  administration  ;  that  it  is  time  the  citizens 
accused  of  any  crime  should  be  rendered  to  their  natural, 
judges,  and  cease  to  be  dealt  with  before  special  or  mili- 
tary tribunals,  a  kind  of  institutions,  held  in  abhorrence 
even  in  absolute  governments ;  and  that  having  done 
enough  for  glory,  the  moment  of  moderation  has  arriv- 
ed ;  and  finally,  that  the  acts  of  authority  which  the  in- 
vasion of  our  country,  and  our  safety  may  have  render- 
ed necessary,  are,  since  the  evacuation  of  it  by  the  enemy, 
no  longer  compatible  with  our  dignity  and  our  oath  of 
making  the  constitution  respected." 

Man  bears  nothing  with  more  impatience,  than  the 
exposure  of  hiserrors,  and  the  contempt  of  his  authority. 
Those  who  had  provoked  Jackson's  violent  measure 
against  the  French  subjects,. availed  themselves  of  the 
paroxysms  of  the  ire  which  the  publication  excited: 
they  threw  fuel  into  the  fire,  and  blew  it  into  a  flame. 
They  persuaded  him  Louallier  had  been  guilty  of  an 
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offence,  punishable"  with  death,  and  he  should  have  him 
tried  by  a  court  martial,  as  a  spy.  Yielding  to  this  sug- 
gestion, and  preparatory  to  such  a  trial,  he  ordered  the 
publication  of  the  second  section  of  the  rules  and  articles 
of  war,  which  denounces  the  punishment  of  death 
against  spies,  and  directed  Louallier  to  be  arrested  and 
confined.  Eaton  is  mistaken  when  he  asserts  that  the 
section  had  been  published  before.  The  adjutant's  let- 
ter to  Leclerc,  the  printer  of  the  Ami  des  Lois^  request- 
ing him  to  publish  it,  bears  date  of  the  fourth  of  March, 
the  day  after  Louallier's  publication  made  its  appearance. 
The  section  was  followed  by  a  notice  that  "the  city  of 
New-Orleans  and  its  environs,  being  under  martial  law, 
and  several  encampments  and  fortifications  within  its 
limits,  it  was  deemed  necessary  to  give  publicity  to  the 
section,  yor  the  information  of  all  concerned.^* 

Great,  indeed,  must  have  been  Jackson's  excitement, 
when  he  suffered  himself  to  be  persuaded,  that  Louallier 
could  successfully  be  prosecuted,  as  a  spy.  Eaton  informs 
us,  Louallier  was  prosecuted  as  one  owing  allegiance  to 
the  United  States.  The  very  circumstance  of  his  ow- 
ing that  allegiance,  prevented  his  being  liable  to  a  prose- 
cution, as  a  spy.  He  was  a  citizcii  of  the  United  States: 
his  being  a  member  of  the  legislature,  was  evidence  of 
this.  If  he,  therefore,  committed  any  act,  which  would 
constitute  an  alien  a  spt/^  he  was  guilty  of  high  treason, 
and  ought  to  have  been  delivered  to  the  legitimate  ma- 
gistrate, to  be  prosecuted  as  a  traitor.  " 

The  second  section  of  the  act  of  congress,  for  esta- 
blishing rules  and  articles  of  war,  is  in  the  following 
words : 

"Sec.  2.  In  time  of  war  ^  all  persons,  720?  citizens  of 
or  owing  allegiance  to  the  United  States,  who  shall  be 
found,  lurking  as  spies,  in  or  about  the  fortifications  or 
encampments  of  the  armies  of  the  United  States,  or  any 
of  them,  shall  suffer  death,  according  to  the  laws  and 
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usages  of  nations,  by  sentence  of  a  general  court  mar- 
tial.' 

It  is  certain  the  article  applies  only  to  aliens;  persons 
who  are  not  citizens  of  the  United  States,  nor  owing 
temporal  allegiance  to  them.  A  spy  gives  aid  to  the 
enemy:  and  he,  who  owing  allegiance  (perpetual  or  tem- 
poral) to  the  United  States,  adheres  to  their  enemies; 
giving  them  aid  or  comfort,  is  not  a  spy,  but  a  traitor. 

This  distinction  has  been  recognised  by  the  depart- 
ment of  war  of  the  United  States.  In  the  beginning  of 
the  last  war,  a  natural  born  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
who  before  the  declaration  of  war  had  removed  his  domi- 
cil  into  Canada,  was  found  lurking  about  as  a  spy,  near 
a  fortification  of  the  United  States,  arrested,  tried  and 
convicted  by  a  general  court  martial,  and  condemned 
to  death,  as  a  spy.  The  President  disapproved  of  the 
sentence,  on  the  ground  that  as  the  culprit  was  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States,  and  owed  allegiance  to  them,  he 
could  not  be  a  spy;  he  was  accordingly,  by  order  of  the 
secretary  of  war,  surrendered  to  the  legitimate  magis- 
trate, to  be  dealt  with  according  to  law. 

Louallier  was  arrested  on  Sunday,  the  fifth  day  of 
March,  at  noon,  near  the  Exchange  Coffee-house.  He 
immediately  desired  Morel,  a  gentleman  of  the  bar,  who 
was  near  him,  to  adopt  legal  means  for  his  relief. 

Application  was  made  to  one  of  the  members  of  the 
supreme  court,  Martin,  who  being  prevented  by  the 
imperfection  of  his  sight  to  be  otherwise  useful,  had 
enrolled  himself  in  one  of  the  companies  of  veterans, 
organised  for  the  maintenance  of  order  in  the  city.  That 
court  had  determined  hi  the  preceding  year,  in  the  case 
of  a  British  subject,  arrested  by  the  marshal  for  the  pur- 
pose of  being  sent  into  the  interior,  that  its  jurisdiction 
being  appellate  on/y,  it  could  not  issue  the  writ  of  habeas 
corpus.  Morel  was,  therefore,  informed  that  the  judge 
did  not  conceive  he  could  interfere;  especially  as  it  was 
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alleged  the  prisoner  was  arrested  and  confined  for  trial, 
before  a  court  martial,  under  the  authority  of  the  United 
States. 

Morel,  having  consulted  other  gentlemen  of  the  pro- 
fession, applied  to  Hall,  the  district  judge  of  the  United 
States  for  a  writ  of  prohibition^  to  stay  proceedings 
against  his  client,  in  the  court  martial.  Hall  expressed  a 
doubt  of  his  authority  to  order  such  a  writ  at  chambers, 
and  said  he  would  take  some  lime  to  deliberate.  Morel 
withdrew,  but  soon  after  returned  with  a  petition  for  a 
writ  oi habeas  corpus^  on  which  the  judge  gave  his  Jiat, 
after  having  received  MorePs  promise,  that  he  would 
inform  the  general  of  his  application  for  the  writ,  and 
the  order  made  for  issuing  it. 

On  receiving  Morel's  communication,  the  ebullition 
of  Jackson's  anger  was  such,  that  reason  appeared  to 
have  lost  its  control.  Those  who  had  suggested  the 
harsh  measure  against  the  French  citizens,  and  the  still 
more  harsh  one  against  LouaUier,  imagined  the  moment 
was  *come,  when  their  enmity  towards  Hall  might  be 
gratified.  We  have  seen  that  a  number  of  individuals, 
who  had  hitherto  sustained  a  fair  character,  were  now 
known  as  accomplices  of  the  Barrataria  pirates.  Prose- 
cutions had  been  commenced  against  some  of  them, 
and  Hall  manifested  that  stern  severity  of  character, 
whirh  appals  guilt.  The  counsel  of  these  men  had  con- 
ceived the  idea  that  he  did  not  view  their  efforts  to  screen 
their  clients,  with  the  liberality  and  indulgence  they  de- 
served. The  opportunity  now  offered  of  humbling  this 
worthy  magistrate,  was  not  suffered  to  remain  unim- 
proved; and  Jackson  was  assured  that  Hall,  like  Loual- 
lier,  was  guilty  of  an  offence  punishable  with  death. 

The  general's  attention  was  drawn  to  the  seventh  sec- 
tion of  the  rules  and  articles  of  war,  which  denounces 
the  last  punishment  against  persons  aiding  or  abetting 
mutiny:  and  he  was  pressed  to  prosecute  the  judge  be- 
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fore  a  court  martial.  As  a  preparatory  step,  with  that 
promptitude  of  decision,  whicli  Eaton  says  is  a  leading 
trait  in  his  character,  he  signed  an  instrument  at  once, 
the  warrant  for  the  arrest,  and  the  mittimus  for  the  impri- 
sonment  of  Hall.  He  wrote  to  colonel  Arbuckle,  who 
commanded  at  the  barracks,  that  having  received  proof 
that  Dominic  A.  Hail  had  been  aiding^  abetting^  and 
exciting  mutiny  in  his  camp,  he  desired  that  a  detach- 
ment might  be  ordered  forthwith,  to  arrest  and  confine 
him;  and  that  a  report  might  be  made  as  soon  as  he  was 
arrested.  "You  will,"  as  it  is  said  in  the  conclusion  of 
this  paper,  *'be  vigilant;  as  the  agents  of  our  enemy  are 
more  numerous  than  we  expected.  You  will  be  guard- 
ed against  escapes.'* 

The  prosecution  of  the  judge  was  intended  to  be 
grounded  on  the  seventh  section  of  the  articles  of  war, 
which  is  in  these  words: — "Any  officer  or  soldier^  who 
shall  begin,  cause,  excite  or  join  in,  any  mutiny  or  se- 
dition, in  any  trocp  or  company,  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  or  ?n  any  post,  detachment  or  guard, 
shall  suffer  death;  o  *  any  other  punishment,  as  by  a  court 
martial  shall  be  inflicted." 

Hall  was  not  an  officer,  in  the  sense  of  the  act  of  con- 
gress— he  was  not  a  soldier,  in  the  ordinary  meaning  of 
that  word;  but,  according  to  the  jurisprudence  of  head 
quarters,  the  proclamation  of  martial  law  had  transform- 
ed every  inhabitant  of  New  Orleans  into  a  soldier,  and 
rendered  him  punishable  under  the  articles  of  war. 

The  judge  was  accordingly  arrested  in  his  own  house, 
at  nine  o'clock,  and  confined  in  the  same  apartment 
with  Louallier,  in  the  barracks. 

As  soon  as  this  was  reported  at  head  quarters,  major 
Chotard  was  despatched  to  demand  from  Claiborne,  the 
clerk  of  the  district  court  of  the  United  States,  the  sur- 
render of  Louallier 's  petition,  on  the  back  of  which 
Hall  had  written  the  order  for  issuing  the  writ  of  habeas 
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corpus.  It  has  bc\  sect  that  there  was  not  any  oi  icer 
of  the  State  governii."nl,  nor  )f  the  United  tsates,  out 
of  the  army,  who  iuiagined  th.it  a  proclamation  of  nur 
tial  law  gave  the  general  any  right,  or  impf^sed  on 
others  any  obligation,  which  did  not  i  .^t  befor  .  The 
clerk  accordingly  answered  that  tht.  '  was  rule  of 
court,  which  forbade  him  to  part  with  any  original  paper 
lodged  in  his  office;  and  he  was  ignorant  of  any  right,  in 
the  commander  of  the  army,  to  interfere  with  the  records 
of  the  court.  He  however  was,  after  much  solicitation, 
prevailed  on  to  take  the  document  in  his  pocket,  and 
accompany  Chotard  to  head  quarters. 

In  the  meanwhile,  an  express  from  the  department  of 
war  had  arrived,  with  the  intelligence  that  the  President 
of  the  United  States  had  ratified  the  treaty,  and  an  ex- 
change of  the  ratifications  had  taken  place  at  Washing- 
ton, on  the  17th  of  February,  the  preceding  month. 
By  an  accident,  which  was  not  accounted  for,  a  packet 
had  been  put  into  the  hands  of  the  messenger,  instead  of 
the  one  containing  the  official  information  of  the  exchange 
of  the  ratifications.  But  the  man  was  bearer  of  an  open 
order  of  the  Postmaster,  to  all  his  deputies  on  the  road, 
to  expedite  him  with  the  utmost  celerity,  as  he  carried 
information  of  the  recent  peace.  He  declared  he  had 
handed  an  official  notice  of  this  event  to  the  governor  of 
the  state  of  Tennessee. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  clerk  at  head  quarters,  Jackson 
asked  him  whether  it  was  his  intention  to  issue  the  writ: 
he  replied  it  was  his  bounden  duty  to  do  so,  and  he  most 
assuredly  would.  He  was  threatened  with  an  arrest, 
but  persisted  in  his  asseveration  that  he  would  obey  the 
judge's  order.  He  had  handed  Louallier's  petition  to 
Jackson,  and,  before  he  retired,  demanded  the  return  of 
it;  this  was  peremptorily  refused,  and  the  paper  was 
withheld.  It  appears  the  date  of  the  fifth  of  March  had 
been  originally  on  this  document,  and  that  being  Sun- 
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day,  Hali  had  changed  it  to  that  of  the  following  day, 
the  sixth.  The  idea  had  been  cherished,  that  this  alter- 
ation might  support  an  additional  article,  in  the  charges 
against  Hall.  It  is  not  extraordinary,  that  those  who 
imagined  that,  as  Louallier  mi^ht  be  tried  for  a  libels  in  a 
court  martial,  Hall  might  for  forgery.  Thus  one  in- 
consistency almost  universally  leads  to  another. 

Duplessis,  the  marshal  of  the  United  States,  had  vo- 
lunteered his  services,  as  an  aid  to  Jackson;  a  little  after 
midnight  he  visited  head  quarters.  The  imprisonment 
of  Hall,  and  the  accounts  from  Washington,  had  brought 
a  great  concourse  of  people  near  the  general;  who, 
elated  by  the  success  of  the  evening,  met  the  marshal  at 
the  door,  and  announced  to  him,  he  had  shopped  the 
judge.  Perceiving  that  Duplessis  did  not  show  his 
exultation,  he  inquired  whether  he  would  serve  Hall's 
writ.  The  marshal  replied,  he  had  ever  done  his  duty, 
which  obliged  him  to  execute  all  writs  directed  to  him 
by  the  court,  whose  ministerial  officer  he  was;  and, 
looking  sternly  the  person  who  addressed  him,  added, 
he  would  execute  the  court's  writ,  on  any  man,  A  copy 
of  the  proclamation  of  martial  law,  that  lay  on  the  table, 
was  pointed  to  him,  and  Jackson  said,  he  also  would  do 
his  duty. 

A  large  concourse  of  people  had  been  drawn  to  the 
Exchange  coffee-house,  during  the  night,  by  the  passing 
events,  which  were  not  there,  as  at  head  quarters,  a  sub- 
ject of  exultation  and  gratulation.  The  circumstances 
were  not  unlike  those  of  the  year  1806,  which  Living, 
ston  describes  as  *'so  new  in  the  history  of  our  coun- 
try, that  they  will  not  easily  gain  belief,  at  a  distance, 
and  can  scarcely  be  realized  by  those  who  beheld  them. 
A  dictatorial  power,  assumed  by  the  commander  of  the 
American  army — the  military  arrest  of  citiz':ns,  charged 
with  a  civil  offence — the  violation  of  tb;-  sanctuary  of 
justice.     An   attempt  to  overawe,  !jy  denunciations, 
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those  who  dared,  professionally,  to  assert  the  authority 
of  the  laws — the  unblushing  avowal  of  the  employment 
of  military  force,  to  punish  a  civil  oflencc,  and  the  hardy 
menace  of  persevering  in  the  same  course,  were  circum- 
stances that  must  command  attention,  and  excite  the 
corresponding  sentiments  of  grief,  indignation  and  con- 
tempt." 

There  were  some  who  recommended,  that  application 
should  be  made  to  Claiborne,  to  put  himself  at  the  head 
of  the  militia  of  the  state,  and  to  Duplcssis,  to  call  out 
the  posse  comitatus  oi  the  (Wstnctf  to  support  the  autho- 
rity of  the  judiciary;  but  the  sentiment  of  those  pre- 
vailed, who,  harangued  the  people  in  the  strains  of 
Livingston's  address  to  his  fellow-citizens,  about  eight 
years  before.  "We  must  suffer  the  evils  to  which  we 
are  exposed.  Let  us,  however,  do  it  with  fortitude,  and 
never  be  tempted  to  any  act,  which  may  enlist  us,  on  the 
side  of  those,  who  trample  on  our  constitution,  sport 
with  our  liberties,  and  violate  our  laws.  Let  us  remem- 
ber, that  the  day  of  retribution  will  arrive,  and  is  not 
far  distant,  when  a  strict  account  will  be  taken,  as  well 
of  the  wanton  abuses,  as  of  the  shameful  dereliction 
which  permits  them.  But,  let  us  strive  by  our  zeal  in 
the  support  of  our  country,  by  our  submission  to  law- 
ful authority,  by  our  opposition  to  every  foreign  or 
domestic  foe,  that  there  is  no  pretext  for  the  dictatorial 
power  that  is  assumed  over  us." 

"I  have  said  that  we  must  suffer.  Never  were  two 
words  more  applicable  to  our  situation:  it  is  one  the 
most  dreadful  to  an  independent  mind,  of  any  that  can 
be  imagined — subject  to  the  uncontrolled  will  of  a  sin- 
gle man,  to  whom  the  hearsay  tales  of  slander  are  proofs; 
and  who,  on  his  own  evidence,  arraigns,  condemns  and 
punishes,  the  accused;  dooms  him  to  imprisonment,  by 
whom  the  tribunals  are  insulted,  What  state  of  things 
can  be  worse?    No  caution  can  protect !  no  conscious- 
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ness  of  innocence  secure.  The  evidence  is  taken  in 
private:  malicious,  cowardly  informers,  skulk  around 
the  proconsul's  office.  Their  tales  give  food  *o  pre- 
-existing enmity,  and  aveni^e  their  own  quarrels  by  secret 
denunciations  of  guilt.  The  objects  of  official  suspicion 
are  confined." 

Repose  having  restored  calmness  to  Jackson's  mind, 
and  the  intelligence  of  peace  depriving  his  measures  of  the 
only  ground  on  which  they  could  be  justified — necessi- 
ty— he  acted  on  the  suggestions  of  his  own  reflections, 
and  considering  the  British  as  no  longer  the  enemies  of 
his  country,  he  determined  on  an  attempt  to  anticipate, 
as  much  as  in  him  lay,  the  blessings  of  returning  peace. 
With  this  object  in  view,  one  of  his  first  acts  on  the 
sixth,  was  a  communication  to  Lambert,  which  Latour 
has  preserved.  It  is  in  the  following  words:  "I  have 
just  received  intelligence  from  Washington,  which  leaves 
little  doubt,  in  my  mind,  that  the  treaty,  signed  at 
Ghent,  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain, 
has  been  ratified  by  the  president  of  the  senate  of  the 
United  States.  But,  by  some  unaccountable  accident, 
a  despatch,  on  another  subject,  has  been  substituted  for 
the  one  intended  to  give  me  official  notice  of  this  event. 
The  one  I  have  received,  is  accompanied  by  an  order 
from  the  postmaster  general,  desiring  his  deputies  to  for- 
ward the  express,  carrying  intelligence  of  the  recent 
peace.  Of  this  order  I  enclose  a  copy.  From  other 
circumstances,  to  which  I  give  credit,  I  learn  that  the 
same  express  brought  official  notice  of  the  ratification  of 
the  treaty,  to  the  governor  of  Tennessee.  I  have  deem- 
ed it  my  duty,  to  com.municate  the  exact  state  of  these 
circumstances,  without  loss  of  time,  that  you  might 
determine  whether  they  would  not  justify  you,  in  agree- 
ing to  a  cessation  of  hostilities,  to  anticipate  the  happy 
return  of  peace  between  our  two  nations,  which  the  first 
direct  intelligence  must  bring  to  us,  in  an  official  form." 
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Jackson  now  paused  to  deliberate,  whether  these  cir- 
cumstances  did  not  require  him,  by  a  cessation  of  all 
measures  of  violence,   to  allow  his   fellow-citizens  in 
New  Orleans,  to  anticipate  this  happy  return  of  peace, 
the  account  of  which,  the  first  direct  intelligence,  waste 
bring  to  him,  in  an  official  form — the  untoward  arrival 
of  an  orderly  sergeant,  with  a  message  from  Arbuckle, 
to  whom  tlie  custody  of  Hall  had  been  committed,  pre- 
vented Jackson  coming  to  that  conclusion,  which  his 
unprejudiced  judgment  would  have  suggested.     The 
prisoner  had  requested,  that  a  magistrate  might  be  per- 
mitted to  have  access  to  him,  to  receive  an  aftidavit, 
which  he  wished  to  make,  in  order  to  resort  to  legal 
measures,  for  his  release.     Arbuckle  desired  to  know 
the  general's  pleasure,  on  this  application.    Naturally  im- 
patient of  any  thing  like  control  or  restraint,  the  idea  of 
a  superior  power  to  be  employed  against  his  decisions, 
threw  Jackson  into  emotions  of  nige.     Before  they  had 
sufficiently  subsided  to  allow  him  to  act  on  the  message, 
some  of  his  ordinary  advisers  came  in,  to  recommend 
thearrest  of  Hollander,  a  merchant  of  some  note.  What 
was  the  offence  of  this  man,  has  never  been  known;  but 
Jackson's  temper  of  mind  was  favorable  to  the  views  of 
his  visitors.     He  ordered  the  arrest  of  the  merchant,  and 
forbade  the  access  of  the  magistrate  to  Hiill;  the  idea 
of  allowing  his  fellow  citizens  to  anticipate  the  happy 
return  of  peace,  was  abandoned,  and  measures  were  di. 
reeled  to  be  taken  for  the  trial  of  Loiallier. 

Seven  distinct  charges  were  exhibited,  against  the 
prisoner. 

1.  Mutiny.  The  specification,  on  this  head,  was  that 
he  did  write,  and  cause  to  be  published,  the  piece  in  the 
Courier  de  la  Louisiane,  of  the  3d  of  M.»rch,  1815. 

2.  Exciting  mutiny.  The  specification  was  the  sanac 
as  the  preceding. 
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3.  General  misconduct.  The  specification  was  as  be-  % 
fore.  |. 

4.  Being  a  spy.  The  specification  was,  that  the  pri-  I 
soner  was  found  lurking  about  the  fortifications  and  | 
encampment  of  the  army  of  the  United  States,  in  New  I 
Orleans,  being  much  disaffected,  and  writing,  and  cans-  | 
ing  to  be  published,  as  before.  | 

5.  Ille^  and  improper  conduct,  and  disobedience  to  4 
orders.  ^ 

Specification  1st.  Violating  the  fifty-sixth  article  of 
the  rules  and  articles  of  war,  viz:  "Whoever  shall  relieve 
the  enemy  with  money,  victuals,  or  ammunition,  or 
shall  knowingly  harbour  or  protect  an  enemy,  shall  suf- 
fer death,  or  such  other  punishment,  as  shall  be  ordered 
by  the  sentence  of  a  court  martial."  This  specification 
concluded  with  an  averment,  that  the  prisoner  did  write 
and  cause  to  be  published,  &c.  as  before. 

Specification  2d.  Violating  the  57th  article,  viz: — 
"  Whosoever  shall  be  convicted  of  corresponding  with, 
or  giving  intelligence  to,  the  enemy,  either  directly'or  in- 
directly, shall  suffer  death,  or  such  other  punishment  as 
shc.ll  be  ordered  by  the  sentence  of  the  court  martial." 
The  averment  on  this  specification,  was  the  same  as  the 
preceding. 

6.  Writing  a  wilful  and  corrupt  Ubel. 

7    Unsoldierlike  conduct,  and  contrary  to  the  procla 
mation  of  martial  law.  The  specification  was,  that  the  pri- 
soner did  write,  and  cause  to  be  published,  the  piece,  &c. 

The  supreme  court  of  the  state  being  in  session,  ap- 
plication was  made  to  it,  for  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  in 
favour  of  Hollander.  The  two  judges  present,  Derbigny 
and  Martin,  severally  declared,  they  should  not  think  them- 
selves justified  in  rejecting  the  application,  on  account 
of  any  proclamation  of  martial  law,  if  they  were  con- 
vinced they  had  authority  to  issue  the  writ;  and  express- 
ed their  readiness  to  hear  an  argument,  if  any  gentleman 
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of  the  bar  had  a  doubt  of  the  former  decision  of  the 
tribunal,  in  the  case  of  Laverty,  the  British  subject,  ar- 
rested by  the  marshal,  during  the  preceding  summer. 
This  man  claimed  the  citizenship  of  the  United  States, 
and  wished  to  test  his  pretension  by  a  writ  of  habeas 
corpus;  but  the  court  declined  interfering,  being  of  opi- 
nion, theirs  was  an  appellate  jurisdiction  on/y,  eonfined 
to  civil  cases,  and  they  could  not  inquire  into  the  legali- 
ty of  an  arrest,  on  criminal  or  political  grounds.  They 
permitted  the  case  to  be  argued;  but,  before  the  argu- 
ment was  concluded,  information  was  received  that 
Hollander  had  been  discharged,  by  Jackson. 

Dick,  the  attorney  of  the  United  States,  made  appli- 
cation to  Lewis,  one  of  the  district  judges  of  the  state, 
who  was  serving  as  a  subaltern  officer,  in  the  Orleans 
rifle  company,  and  whose  conduct  during  the  invasion, 
had  received  Jackson's  particular  commendation.  Be- 
lieving that  his  duty  as  a  military  man,  did  not  diminish 
his  obligation,  as  a  judge,  to  protect  his  fellow-citi- 
zens from  illegal  arrest,  Lewis,  without  hesitation,  on 
the  first  call  of  Dick,  laid  down  his  rifle,  and  allowed  the 
writ. 

Information  of  this  having  been  carried  to  head  quar- 
ters, Jackson  immediately  ordered  the  arrest  of  Lewis 
and  Dick. 

Arbuckle,  to  whom  Lewis*  writ,  in  favour  of  Hall, 
was  directed,  refused  to  surrender  his  prisoner,  on  the 
ground  he  was  committed  by  Jackson,  under  the  autho- 
rity of  the  United  States. 

The  orders  for  the  arrest  of  Lewis  and  Dick  were 
countermanded. 

The  court  martial  for  the  trial  of  Louallier,  of  which 
major-general  Gaines  was  president,  met  on  the  7th. 

The  prisoner's  counsel  confined  his  defence  to  a  plea, 
to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court;  contending  that  he 
was,  as  a  member  of  the  legislature,  exempt  from  militia 
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fcrvicf ;  that  the  rules  and  articles  of  war,  were  express- 
ly established  for  the  government  of  the  army  of  the 
United  States,  and  extended  to  the  militia  of  the  state, 
when  in  the  service  of  the  United  States;  that  their  client 
was  neither  of  the  army  or  militia^  although,  during  the 
invasion,  he  had  performed  military  duty  in  one  of  the 
volunteer  companies,  embodied  for  the  maintenance  of 
order  in  the  city;  that  the  proclamation  of  martial  law, 
made  no  one  a  soldier,  who  was  not  so  before;  that  it 
vested  no  right  in  the  general,  nor  imposed  on  any  one, 
any  obligation,  which  did  not  exist  before. 

The  irritation  of  the  public  mind  manifested  itself,  in 
the  evening,  by  the  destruction  of  a  transparent  paint, 
ing,  in  honor  of  Jackson,  which  the  proprietor  of  the 
Exchange  coffee-house  displayed,  in  the  largest  hall. 

A  general  order  on  the  8th,  announced  that,  although 
the  commanding  general  had  not  yet  received  official 
information,  that  the  state  of  war  had  ceased,  by  the 
ratification  of  the  treaty,  he  had  persuasive  evidence  of 
the  fact,  and  credited  it,  at  the  risk  of  being  misled  by 
his  wishes;  and,  under  this  impression,  his  first  duty 
was  to  discharge  from  actual  service,  the  body  of  the 
militia  of  the  state,  which  had  taken  the  field,  under  the 
order  for  the  levy  en  masse. 

The  French  subjects  had  remained  perfectly  quiet  at 
home,  regardless  of  the  order  of  the  28th  of  February. 
Louallier's  publication  had  opened  the  eyes  of  the  com- 
munity,  whose  sympathy  was  enlisted  in  favor  of  these 
defenders  of  the  country,  and  under  the  present  excite* 
ment  of  the  public  mind,  the  execution  of  a  sentence  of 
exile  against  them,  would  have  been  dangerous.  The 
governor,  who,  in  Wilkinson's  time,  had  been  charged 
with  a  co-operation  in  his  illegal  measures,  or  at  least  with 
a  dereliction  of  duty,  appeared  now  disposed  to  act,  in 
such  a  manner,  as  not  to  give  room  for  a  similar  imputa 
tion;  and  Eaton  tells  us,  *'he  had  been  heard  to  declare, 
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m  words  of  mysterious  import,  that  serious  difficulties 
would  be  shortly  witnessed  in  New  Orleans.**  It  was 
deemed  most  prudent,  at  Iiead  quarters,  to  make  a  vir- 
tue of  necessity.  With  a  view  of  enabling  Jackson  to 
do  so,  with  a  good  grace,  an  address  was  procured  from 
the  officers  and  men,  of  the  principal  volunteer  corps  of 
the  militia  of  the  city,  solicitipg  the  suspension  of  the 
order  of  the  28th  of  February,  and  pledging  themselves 
for  the  future  good  conduct  of  the  French  subjects.  On 
receiving  this  address,  a  general  order  was  issued,  stating 
that,  time  having  been  given  to  the  people,  to  consider 
whether  they  would  avail  themselves  of  their  degrading 
exemption,  at  a  distance  from  the  camp,  or  enrol  them- 
selves among:  those  who  defended  the  state;  and  the  delay 
being  expired,  the  order  would  have  been  strictly  en- 
forced, had  it  not  been  for  the  application  and  guarantee 
of  the  officers  and  men  of  the  volunteer  companies. 
The  execution  of  the  order  was  therefore  suspended,  till 
the  generaPs  pleasure  was  further  signified. 

There  is  a  manifest  inconsistency  between  these  two 
orders.  Had  the  latter  been  penned  by  a  friend  of  Jack- 
son*s,  the  order  of  the  28ih  of  February  would  have 
been  rescitided,  on  the  reason  assigned  in  the  first,  viz: 
the  persuasive  evidence^  which  had  reached  head  quar- 
ters, that  the  state  of  war  had  ceased.  There  would  have 
been  much  more  dignity,  in  this  admission,  than  in  the 
boast  that  the  subjects  of  a  friendly  nation,  entitled  by 
treaty  to  peculiar  privileges  in  Louisiana,  could  be  exiled 
from  New- Orleans  and  compelled  to  march  to  the  dis- 
tance of  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles,  in  time  of  peace, 
on  the  mere  signification  of  any  main's  pleasure, 

A  number  of  officers  had  compelled  the  proprietor  of 
the  Exchange  coffee-house,  to  exhibit  a  new  transparent 
painting,  and  to  illuminate  the  hall  in  a  more  than  usual 
manner.  They  attended  in  the  evening,  and  stood  near 
the  painting,  with  the  apparent  intention  of  indicating  a 
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determination^  to  resist  the  attempt  of  taking  down  the 
painting.  It  was  reported,  a  number  of  soldiers  were  in 
the  neighborhood,  ready  to  march  to  the  coffee-house, 
at  the  first  call.  This  was  not  calculated  to  allay  the  ex- 
citement of  the  public  mind.  The  prostration  of  the 
legitimate  government;  the  imprisonment  of  the  district 
judge  of  the  United  States,  the  only  magistrate,  whose 
interference  could  be  successfully  invoked,  on  an  illegal 
arrest,  under  colour  of  the  authority  of  the  United  States, 
the  ascendancy  assumed  by  the  military,  appeared  to 
have  dissolved  all  the  bands  of  social  order  in  New  Or- 
leans. 

It  is  not  easy  to  say,  to  what  extremity  matters  would 
have  been  carried,  if  the  good  sense  of  the  most  influen- 
tial characters  in  the  city,  had  not  induced  them  to  inter- 
fere. They  represented,  to  those  who  were  disposed  to 
run  all  hazards,  that  a  few  days,  perhaps  a  few  hours, 
would  bring  the  official  account  of  the  exchange  of  the 
ratifications  of  the  treaty;  that  Jackson's  day  of  reckon- 
ing would  then  arrive;  that  Hall,  with  the  authority  (tho* 
now  without  the  power)  of  checking  the  encroach- 
ments of  the  military,  possessed  the  authority,  and 
would  soon  have  the  power,  to  punish  the  violators  of 
the  law — presenting  the  idea  without  using  the  elo- 
quent language  of  Workman,  in  1807:  **the  law 
is  not  dead,  but  sleepeth;  the  constitution  is  eclipsed 
indeed,  but  the  dark  bodies  of  hideous  and  ill-omened 
form,  which  have  intercepted  its  light,  and  deprived  us 
of  its  genial  influence,  will  soon  pass  away,  and  we  shall 
again  behold  the  glorious  luminary,  shining  forth  in  all 
its  original  splendour." 

On  the  9th,  the  court  martial  sustained  Louallier's 
plea  to  their  jurisdiction,  as  to  all  the  charges  except  the 
fourth;  that  of  being  a  spy — manifesting,  that  all  judicial 
institutions  possess,  in  the  United  States,  an  essential 
purity  and  energy.  They  thought  the  rules  and  arti- 
cles  of  war,  were  expressly  established  by  the  congress, 
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for  the  government  of  the  army,  and  were  not  binding 
on  any  individual  out  of  it — that  neither  the  president, 
or  any  commander,  can,  by  a  proclamation  of  martial 
law,  vest  in  himself  any  right,  or  impose  on  others  any 
obligation,  that  did  not  exist  before;  nor  render  any  thing 
lawful  or  unlawful,  that  was  otherwise  before. 

They  acquitted  Louallier  of  the  fourth  charge.  There 
was  no  evidence  before  them,  that  he  was  found  lurking 
about  any  fortification  or  encampment  of  the  army  of 
the  United  States;  none  of  his  disaffection ;  and  his 
conduct,  in  the  legislature,  had  evinced  that,  in  zeal  and 
patriotism,  he  did  not  yield  even  to  Jackson.  If  he  had 
published  a  libel,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  attorney 
general  of  the  State  to  indict  him,  and  the  province  of  the 
grand  jury  to  present  him,  if  that  officer  neglected 
his  duty.  He  was  placed  before  them  as  a  person  owing 
allegiance  to,  they  knew  he  was  a  citizen,  of  the  United 
States,  and  that  government  had  in  the  beginning  of 
the  war,  declared  that  a  spy  must  essentially  be  an  alien. 

Jackson  was  greatly  disappointed  at  the  conclusion  to 
which  the  court  martial  had  arrived ;  he,  however  did 
not  release  either  of  his  prisoners,  and  on  the  tenth  issued 
the  following  general  order : 

"The  commanding  general  disapproves  of  the  sentence 
of  the  court  martial,  of  which  major-general  Gaines  is 
president,  on  the  several  charges  and  specifications  ex- 
hibited against  Mr.  Louaillier ;  and  is  induced  by  the 
novelty  and  importance  of  the  matters,  submitted  to  the 
decision  of  that  court,  to  assign  the  reasons  of  this  disap- 
proval. 

*'The  charges  against  the  prisoner  were  mutiny,  ex- 
citing mutiny,  general  misconduct,  for  being  a  spy, 
illegal  and  improper  conduct,  and  disobedience  of  orders, 
writing  a  wilful  and  corrupt  libel  against  the  command- 
ing general,  unsoldierly  conduct,  and  conduct  in  viola- 
tion  of  a  general  order ;  all  which  charges  are,  on  the 
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face  of  them,  proper  to  be  inquired  into  by  a  Court 
Martial.  The  defendant  pleaded  to  the  j  urisdiction  of  the 
court,  and  founded  his  exceptions  on  matters  of  fact, 
,  which  exceptions,  as  to  all  the  charges  and  specifications 
but  one,  the  court  sustained,  without  inquiring  into  the 
truth  of  the  facts  (which  not  otherwise  could  have  ap- 
peared to  them,)  upon  which  those  exceptions  were 
bottomed. 

The  commanding  general  is  not  disposed,  however, 
forest  his  objections  upon  any  informality  in  the  mode 
of  proceeding  adopted  by  the  court,  but  presuming  that 
the  court  really  believed  the  truth  of  the  facts  set  forth  in 
the  exceptions,  deems  it  his  duty  to  meet  the  doubts  as 
he  supposes  them  to  have  existed.  The  character  of  the 
prisoner  (a  citizen  not  enrolled  in  any  corps,  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  State  Legislature,  though  that  Legislature  was 
not  in  session)  probably,  in  the  opinion  of  the  court, 
placed  him  without  their  reach,  upon  the  several  charges 
on  which  they  declined  acting. 

The  enemy  having  invaded  the  country,  and  threaten- 
ing ar  attack  on  New  Orleans,  many  considerations, 
growing  out  of  this  emergency,  and  connected  with  the 
<lefcnce  of  the  city,  rendered  the  ad  ption  of  the  most 
energetic  and  decisive  measures  necessary.  Martial 
Law,  as  the  most  comprehensive  and  effectual,  was  there- 
fore proclaimed  by  the  commanding  general — a  state 
■of  things  which  made  it  the  duty  of  every  inhabitant, 
indiscriminately,  to  contribute  to  the  defence  of  his 
•country — a  duty,  in  the  opinion  of  tlie  commanding 
general,  more  positive  and  more  urgent  than  any  result- 
ing from  the  common  and  usual  transactions  of  private, 
tit  even  public  life.  The  occasion  that  calls  it  forth,  in- 
volves, at  once,  the  very  existence  of  the  government, 
and  the  liberty,  property  and  lives  of  the  citizens. 

Martial  Law  being  established,  applies,  as  the  com- 
manding general  believes,  to  all  persons  who  remain 
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within  the  sphere  of  its  operation ;  and,  claims  exclusive 
jurisdiction  of  all  offences,  which  aim  at  the  disorganiza- 
tion and  ruin  of  the  army  over  which  it  extends.  To  a 
certain  extent,  it  is  believed  to  make  every  man  a  soldier, 
to  [defend  the  spot,  where  chance  or  choice  has  placed 
him ;  and  to  make  him  liable  for  any  misconduct  calcu- 
lated to  weaken  its  defence. 

If  Martial  Law,  when  necessity  shall  have  justified  a 
resort  to  it,  does  not  operate  to  this  extent,  it  is  not  easy 
to  perceive  the  reason  or  the  utility  of  it.  If  a  man,  who 
shall, from  choice,remain  within  the  limitsof  its  operation, 
and  whose  house  is  without  these  limits,  and  there  labor 
by  means  in  his  power  to  stir  up  sedition  and  mutiny 
among  the  soldiery,  inspire  them  with  distrust  towards 
the  commanding  officer,  and  communicate  to  the  enemy 
intelligence  of  the  disaffection  and  discontent,  which  he 
himself  has  created,  he  may  safely  avail  himself  of  what  he 
may  please  to  call  his  constitutional  rights  and  continue 
his  dangerous  machinations  with  impunity;  the  com- 
manding general  believes  he  cannot  easily  conceive,  how  a 
man  thus  influenced  and  thus  acting,  might  render  the 
enemy  more  important  services,  and  do  his  country  more 
injury,  than  he  possibly  could,  by  entering  the  ranks  of 
the  enemy,  and  aiding  him  in  open  battle.  Why  is 
Martial  Law  ever  declared?  Is  it  to  make  the  enlisted 
or  drafted  soldier  subject  to  it?  He  was  subject  to  it 
before.  It  is,  that  the  whole  resources  of  a  coimtry,  or 
of  that  district  over  which  it  is  proclaimed,  may  be  suc- 
cessfully applied  for  its  preservation.  Every  man, 
therefore,  within  the  limits  to  which  it  extends,  is  subject 
to  its  influence.  If  it  has  not  this  operation,  it  is  surely 
a  perfect  nulity.  Apply  this  view  of  the  subject  to  the 
case  before  the  court — and  how  is  it?  After  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  Legislature,  of  which  the  defendant  claims 
to  be  a  member,  he  remained  within  the  camp  of  the 
American  army,  and  within  the  limits,  which  are  dc- 
voL.  II.  52 
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clared  to  be  embraced  by  Martial  Law.  How  does  he 
there  deport  himselt"?  Instead  of  contributing  to  the  de- 
fence of  his  country ;  instead  of  seeking  to  promote  that 
unanimity,  which  a  love  of  country,  and  the  important 
trust  which  had  been  reposed  in  liim,  mighthave  led  us  to 
expect,  we  behold  him  endeavoring  to  stir  up  discord, 
sedition,  mutiny — laboring  to  disorganize  and  destroy 
an  army,  which  had  so  lately  defended  his  country,  and 
might  so  soon  again  be  necessary  for  its  defence.  Not 
only  inviting  the  enemy  to  renew  his  attempt,  but  con- 
tributing his  utmost  to  enable  him  to  succeed,  if  he 
should  obey  the  invitation.  Is  there  no  power  to  res- 
train the  efforts,  or  to  punish  the  wickedness  of  such  a 
man  ?  If  he  aids  and  comforts  the  enemy,  by  communi- 
ting  to  him  information  of  the  mutinous  and  seditious 
spirit^  of  the  distraction  and  confusion,  which  he  himself 
has  created — why  this  is  treason,  and  he  cannot  be 
punished  by  a  court  martial.  If  he  excites  mutiny, 
disobedience  to  orders,  and  rebellion  among  the  soldiery, 
he  is  not  attached  to  the  army  and  cannot  be  restrained ! 
Why  is  he  not  attached  to  the  army  ?  Why,  at  such  a 
moment,  when  he  remains  within  it,  is  he  not  subject  to 
its  rules  and  regulations  ?  If  the  enemy  comes,  may  he 
fold  his  arms  and  walk  unconcernedly  along  the  lines,  or 
remain  inactive  in  his  room  ?  Can  he  not  be  called 
upon  for  his  exertions  ?  May  he  not  only  refuse  to 
render  any  assistance  himself,  but  without  fear  or  re- 
proach, do  all  in  his  power  to  render  ineffectual  the  ex- 
ertions of  others — of  that  army  which,  in  the  most 
threatening  crisis,  is  fighting  for  the  liberty  and  safety  of 
that  country,  whose  liberty  and  safety  he  professes  to 
have  so  much  at  heart  ?  May  he,  at  such  a  moment, 
proclaim  to  the  enemy,  that  we  are  dissatisfied  with  our 
general,  tired  of  the  war,  determined  no  longer  to  bear 
the  restrictions  which  it  imposes ;  in  a  word,  disaffected 
and  disunited,  and  ready  to  yield  to  him  on  his  first  ap- 
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proach.  May  this  man,  a  foreigner,  retaining  the  predi- 
lections for  the  country  which  gave  him  birth,  and  boast- 
ing of  those  predilections  ;  may  such  a  man,  under  such 
circumstances,  excite  sedition  and  mutiny,  division  and 
disorganization  in  our  army  ;  and  when  he  is  called  be- 
fore the  court  martial,  to  answer  for  his  crimes,  say- 
Gentlemen,  you  have  no  right  to  take  cognizance  of  the 
offences  of  which  I  am  charged  ?  Decide  with  the  ac- 
cused, no  army  can  be  safe,  no  general  can  command; 
disaffection  and  disobedience,  anarchy  and  confusion 
must  take  place  of  order  and  subordination,  defeat  and 
shame,  of  victory  and  triumph.  But  the  commanding 
general  is  persuaded,  that  this  is  a  state  of  things  which 
the  government  of  no  country  can  or  does  tolerate.  The 
constitution  ofthe  United  States  secures  to  the  citizen 
the  most  valuable  privileges;  yet,  the  same  constitution 
contemplates  the  necessity  of  suspending  the  exercise  of 
the  same,  in  order  to  secure  the  continuance  of  all.  If 
it  authorises  the  suspension  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus 
in  certain  cases;  it,  thereby,  implicitly  admits  the  oper- 
ation of  Martial  Law,  when  in  the  event  of  rebellion  or 
invasion,  public  safety  may  require  it.  To  whom  docs 
the  declaration  of  this  law  belong  ?  To  the  guardian  of 
the  public  safety  ;  to  him  who  is  to  conduct  the  oper- 
ations against  the  enemy,  whose  vigilance  is  to  descry 
danger,  and  whose  arms  are  to  repel  it.  He  is  the  only 
authority  present  to  witness  and  determine  the  emer- 
gencj'^  which  makes  such  a  resort  necessary  and  posses- 
sed of  the  mea*ns  to  make  suitable  provisions  for  it. 
For  the  correctness  of  his  conduct,  under  the  circum- 
stances which  influenced  him,  he  stands  responsible  to 
his  government.'* 

The  court  martial  consoled  themselves,  by  the  reflec- 
tion, that  their  sentence,  though  disapproved  by  Jack- 
son, was  in  perfect  conformity  with  decisions  of  the 
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President  of  the  United   States,   and  (if  tlic  supreme 
court  of  the  state  of  New  York,  in  similar  cases. 

In  August,  1812,  Elijah  Clark  was  condemned  to  be 
hung  as  a  spy,  at  Buffalo,  in  the  state  of  New  York,  by 
sentence  of  a  court  martial.  *'It  appeared  that  he  was 
born  in  the  state  of  New  Jersey,  and  that  he  continued 
to  reside  in  the  United  States,  as  a  citizen  thereof,  until 
within  about  eight  months,  when  he  removed  to 
Canada,  and  there  married;  that  his  wife  and  proper- 
ty are  yet  in  Canada,  and  within  the  dominion  and  alle- 
giance of  the  king  of  the  united  kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland.  For  these  reasons,  the  court  was  of 
opinion,  that  (although  the  said  Elijah  CLrk  wasa  native 
born  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  was  yetholden  un- 
der the  allegiance,  which,  as  such  citizen,  he  owed  to  the 
United  States)  he  was  nevertheless  liable  to  be  tried  and 
convicted,  as  a  spy  in  the  United  States,  for  his  acts  of 
a  spy,  committed  during  the  continuance  of  such  tem- 
porary allegiance  to  the  king  of  the  united  kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  with  whom  the  United  States 
were  at  war. 

General  Hull  suspended  the  execution,  till  the  plea- 
sure of  the  President  of  the  United  States  was  known. 

On  the  2d  of  October,  the  secretary  of  war  wrote  to 
the  general,  that  Clark,  "being  considered  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  and  not  liable  to  be  tried  by  a  court 
martial  as  a  spy,  the  President  directed,  that  unless  he 
should  be  arraigned  by  the  civil  court,  for  treason,  or  a 
minor  crime,  under  the  laws  of  the  state  of  New  York, 
he  must  be  discharged." 

One  Smith,  a  naturalized  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
and  a  Scotchman  by  birth,  was  arrested  during  the  last 
war,  and  imprisoned  in  the  barracks  at  Sackett's  Har- 
bour, on  the  charge,  among  others,  of  his  being  a  spy. 
On  the  restoration  of  peace,  he  brought  his  action  of 
false  imprisonment,  against  the  commanding  officer  of 
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the  garrison.  The  case  was  brouglit  before  the  su- 
preme court;  where  it  was  arj^ued,  on  the  part  of  the 
defendant,  that,  on  the  principle  of  natural  and  perpetual 
allegiance,  he  remained  a  British  subject,  he  was  a  sjiy, 
and  could  be  treated  as  such;  and  at  all  events,  the  offi- 
cer, who  detained  him,  was  justifiable  in  doing  so,  until 
by  a  due  investigation  in  a  court  martial,  it  could  be 
ascertained  whether  he  was  a  citizen  or  an  alien.  For 
the  plaintiif,  it  was  insisted,  that  a  naturalized  citizen 
enjoys  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  a  native  born, 
who  is  entitled,  in  every  possible  case,  to  protection  from 
military  power.  The  authority  of  Sir  Matthew  Hale 
was  quoted,  that  even  in  England,  martial  law  is  no 
law,  but  something  indulged  as  a  law;  and  the  opinion 
of  Lord  Loughborough  was  relied  on,  that  martial  law, 
even,  as  described  by  Sir  Matthew  Hale,  does  not  exist 
at  all.  The  court  said,  "the  defendant's  conduct  does 
not  appear  harsh  or  offensive;  but  it  is  the  principle  in- 
voked, that  renders  the  result  so  important.  None  of 
the  offences,  charged  against  the  plaintiff,  were  cogniza- 
ble before  a  court  martial,  except  that  which  relates  to 
his  being  a  spy;  and,  if  he  was  an  American  citizen,  he 
could  not  be  chargeable  with  such  an  offence.  He  might 
be  amenable  to  the  civil  authority  for  treason;  but  could 
not  be  prosecuted,  under  martial  iaw,  as  a  spy."  One 
of  the  judges  dissented,  on  the  ground,  that  the  officer 
was  justifiable  in  detaining  the  plaintiff,  till  it  was  ascer- 
tained whether  he  was  a  citizen;  but  the  judge  expressly 
admitted,  that  if  he  was  a  citizen,  he  was  not  liable  to  be 
tried  as  a  spy. 

It  is  evident,  that  by  the  expression,  martial  laWt  in 
the  last  part  of  the  opinion  of  the  court,  reference  is  made 
to  the  second  section  of  the  act  of  congress,  for  esta- 
blishing rules  and  articles  of  war,  for  the  government  of 
the  armies  of  the  United  States,  in  which  the  punishment 
of  death  is  drnounced  against  spies. 
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The  independent  stand,  taken  by  the  C6urt  martial, 
had  left  no  glimpse  of  hope,  at  head  quarters,  that  the 
prosecution  of  Hall,  on  the  charge  of  mutiny,  on  which 
he  had  been  imprisoned,  could  be  attempted  with  any 
prospect  of  success — the  futility  of  any  further  proceed- 
ings against  Louallier  was  evident — Jackson,  therefore, 
put  an  end  to  Hall's  imprisonment  on  Saturday,  the  11th 
of  March.  The  word  imprisonment  is  used,  because 
Eaton  assures  his  readers,  that  ^^ Judge  Hall  was  not 
imprisoned;  it  was  merely  an  arrest."  Hall  had  been 
taken  from  his  bed  chamber,  on  the  preceding  Sunday, 
at  9  o'clock  in  the  evening,  by  a  detachment  of  about 
one  hundred  men,  dragged  through  the  streets,  and  con- 
fined in  the  same  apartment  with  Louallier,  in  the  bar- 
racks. Three  days  after  it  had  been  officially  announced 
to  the  inhabitants  of  New  Orleans,  that  Jackson  was  in 
possession  of  persuasive  evidence,  that  a  state  of  peace 
existed,  and  the  militia  had  been  discharged,  the 
door  of  Hall's  prison  was  thrown  open,  but  not  for  his 
release.  He  was  put,  under  a  guard,  who  led  him  sev- 
eral miles  beyond  the  limits  of  the  city,  where  they  left 
him,  with  a  prohibition  to  return,  "till  the  ratification  of 
the  treaty  was  regularly  announced,  or  the  British  shall 
have  left  the  southern  coast." 

This  last,  and  useless  display  of  usurped  power,  as- 
tonished the  inhabitants.  They  thought,  that,  if  the 
general  feared  the  return  of  the  British,  the  safety  of 
New  Orleans  would  be  better  insured,  by  his  recall  of 
the  militia,  than  by  the  banishment  of  the  legitimate 
magistrate.  It  was  the  last  expansion  of  light,  and  mo- 
mentary effulgence,  that  precedes  the  extinguishment  of 
a  taper. 

At  the  dawn  of  light,  on  Monday,  the  13th,  an  ex- 
press reached  head  quarters,  with  the  despatch  which 
had  accidentally  been  misplaced,  in  the  office  of  the 
secretary  of  war,  three  weeks  before.    The  cannon  soon 
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announced  the  arrival  of  this  important  document,  and 
Louallier  was  indebted  for  his  liberation  to  the  precau- 
tion, which  Eaton  says,  the  president  of  the  United 
States  had  taken,  to  direct  Jackson  to  issue  a  proclama- 
tion for  the  pardon  of  all  military  offences. 


Eaton.— L%tour.~^At'chives.-^Gazetlcs. 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 


ji  rule  to  show  cause  against  an  attachment  fir  con- 
tempti  was  issued  against  Jackson.^-'He  showed 
cause. —  The  rule  is  made  absolute, — He  declines 
answering  interrogatories^  and  is  fined* 

Hall's  return  to  the  city  was  greeted  by  the  acclama- 
tions of  the  inhabitants.  He  was  the  first  judge  of  the 
United  States  they  had  received,  and  they  had  admired 
in  him  the  distinguishing  characteristics  of  an  American 
magistrate — a  pure  heart,  clean  hands,  and  a  mind  sus- 
ceptible of  no  fear,  but  that  of  God.  His  firmness  had, 
eight  years  before,  arrested  Wilkinson  in  his  despotic 
measures.  He  was  now  looked  upon  to  show,  that  if 
he  had  been  unable  to  stop  Jackson's  arbitrary  steps,  he 
would  prevent  him  from  exulting,  in  the  impunity  of  his 
trespass. 

Dick  was  anxious  to  lose  no  time,  in  calling  the  at- 
tention of  the  district  court  of  the  United  States,  to  the 
violent  proceedings,  during  the  week  that  had  followed 
the  arrival  of  the  first  messenger  of  peace;  but  Hall  insist- 
ed on  a  few  days  being  exclusively  given  to  the  manifesta- 
tion of  the  joyous  feelings,  which  the  termination  of  the 
war  excited.  He  did  not  yield  to  Dick's  wishes  till  the 
21st.  The  affidavits  of  the  clerk  of  the  district  court, 
of  the  marshal  of  the  Un'.cd  States,  of  the  attorney  of 
Louallier  and  of  the  commander  at  the  barracks,  were 
then  laid  before  the  court. 

The  case  they  presented,  was  this: — that  Jackson, 
desirous  to  punish  the  author  of  a  publication,  which  he 
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called  a  false  and  corrupt  libel,  upwards  of  six  weeks 
after  the  departure  of  the  British,  had  yielded  to  the  ad- 
vice of  those  who  recommended  that  the  publisher  should 
be  prosecuted,  before  a  court  martial,  as  a  spy,  and  hail 
him  arrested.  The  prisoner  sought  legal  advice,  and 
was  informed,  that  in  case  of  conviction,  sentence  of 
death  would  inevitably  be  passed  on  him — and  that  the 
court  martial,  by  whom  he  was  to  be  tried,  was  without 
jurisdiction.  He  implored  the  interference  of  the  tribunal, 
especially  charged  with  preventing  a  military  court  from 
stepping  out  of  the  bounds  of  its  legitimate  jurisdiction. 
The  judge  took  the  proper  step,  to  have  the  complaint 
legally  inquired  into.  With  the  view  of  obstructing 
the  course  of  justice,  and  depriving  his  victim  of  the 
protection  he  had  sought,  Jackson  had  the  judge  arrested 
and  imprisoned,  till  the  trial  was  over.  The  clerk  of 
the  court  was  compelled  to  bring  a  record  of  the 
court,  to  head  quarters,  where  it  was  taken  and  withheld 
from  him.  He  and  the  marshal  were  threatened.  Some 
of  these  transactions  happened  after  accounts  of  the 
cessation  of  the  state  of  war  was  received.  The  pro- 
ceedings did  not  appear  to  have  the  least  semblance  of 
necessity,  or  even  utility. 

On  the  motion  of  the  attorney  of  the  United  States, 
a  rule  to  show  cause,  why  process  of  attachment  should 
not  issue  against  Jackson,  was  granted. 

On  the  return  day,  Reid,  one  of  the  general's  aids, 
accompanied  him  to  the  court  house,  and  presented  to 
the  court  a  paper,  sworn  to  by  Jackson,  as  his  answer  to 
the  rule. 

In  the  preamble  of  this  document,  a  solemn  protest 
was  made  against  the  unconstitutionality  and  illegality  of 
the  prosecution — the  authority  of  the  attorney  of  the 
United  States  to  institute  it,  was  denied,  as  well  as  that 
of  any  court  of  the  United  States,  to  punish  for  a  con- 
tempt.    It  averred  that  no  criminal  prosecution  could 
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be  carried  on,  in  any  of  these  courts,  except  upon  a  pre- 
sentment or  indictment,  or  for  an  offence  not  created  by 
a  statute — it  insisted  on  a  trial  by  jury;  it  urged  that  the 
contempt  had  not  been  committed  in  presence  of  the 
court,  that  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  was  not  returnable 
into  court;  and  that  the  authority  of  the  judge,  who  issu- 
ed it,  was  confined  to  the  case  of  a  prisoner  under,  or  by 
colour  of,  the  authority  of  the  United  States. 

In  the  conclusion,  the  proclamation  of  martial  law 
was  justified,  on  the  report  which  the  general  had  receiv- 
ed, of  the  disaffection  and  seditious  disposition,  of  the 
French  part  of  the  population  of  Louisiana;  and  various 
extracts  were  given  from  letters  of  the  governor,  on  the 
difficulties  he  had  to  encounter,  the  opposition  he  met 
with  from  the  legislature,  and  the  little  dependence  there 
was  for  success,  except  on  a  regular  force,  to  be  sent  by 
the  United  States.  The  interference  with  the  records 
in  the  clerk's  office,  was  justified  on  the  belief  the  defen- 
dant entertained,  that  it  was  within  his  authority.  The 
proclamation  of  martial  law  was  held  to  have  made  the 
publisher  of  the  libel  a  soldier,  and  his  offence  cogniza- 
ble by  a  court  martial:  and  the  imprisonment  of  the 
judge  was  said  to  have  been  a  measure  of  necessity. 

The  attorney  of  the  United  States,  opposed  the  read- 
ing of  this  paper.  He  said  that,  in  no  case,  the  defendant 
was  permitted  to  make  evidence  for  himself,  and  justify 
himself,  by  swearing  he  was  innocent;  although,  on  a 
process  of  attachment,  the  defendant's  answers  to  inter- 
rogatories, put  by  the  officer  who  conducted  the  prose- 
cution, were  conclusive  evidence. 

In  the  present  stage  of  the  cause,  the  inquiry  was  con- 
fined to  the  sufficiency  of  the  facts  sworn  to— 
whether  they  did  constitute  an  offence,  and  one 
which  did  support  a  prosecution,  by  process  of  at- 
tachment. When  the  hearing  would  be  on  the  merits,  the 
defendant  might  avail  himself  of  his  answers  to  interroga- 
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tories,  to  show  that  the  facts,  in  the  affidavits,  on  which 
the  rule  was  obtained,  were  not  true.  The  judge  took 
time  to  deliberate. 

On  the  next  day,  he  said — "The  court  has  taken  time 
to  consider  the  propriety  of  admitting  the  answer,  offer- 
ed yesterday.  It  was  proper  to  do  so;  because  it  is  the 
first  proceeding,  of  any  importance,  instituted  in  a  mat- 
ter like  the  present,  since  the  establishment  of  the  court; 
and  because,  by  the  constitution  of  the  court,  it  is  com- 
posed of  one  judge  only;  and  it  so  happens,  that  one 
of  the  charges  of  contempt,  is  his  imprisonment,  and  the 
consequent  obstruction  of  the  course  of  justice.  This 
is  no  reason  why  the  proceedings  should  not  have  been 
instituted,  and  be  persevered  in;  but  it  is  a  good  one  for 
much  deliberation.  No  personal  consideration  ought, 
for  a  moment,  to  allow  the  abandonment  of  the  defence 
of  the  laws,  the  support  of  the  dignity  of  the  tribunal, 
and  of  the  rights  of  the  citizen. 

"I  have  considered  the  case,  and  I  think  I  see  a  clear 
course. 

"On  a  rule  to  show  cause,  the  party  called  on  may 
take  all  legal  ^roundsj  to  show  that  the  attachment  ought 
not  to  issue.  He  may  take  exceptions  to  the  mode  of 
proceedings,  and  prove,  from  the  affidavits  on  which 
the  rule  was  obtained,  that  the  facts  do  not  amount  to  a 
contempt. 

*'If  the  court  be  convinced  that  the  attachment  majKj 
legally  issue,  it  goes  to  bring  the  party  into  court — the 
interrogatories  are  propounded — he  may  object  to  any 
of  them,  as  improper,  or  deny  the  facts  charged,  and 
purge  himself  of  the  contempt,  on  oath.  His  single 
testimony  counteracts  all  other  that  may  have  been  ad- 
duced. 

*'I  will  hear  any  of  the  exceptions  taken  in  die  answer, 
or  any  question  of  law  that  may  be  urged. 
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Rcid  now  expatiated  on  the  unconstitutionality  and 
illegality  of  a  mode  of  proceeding,  which  deprived  the 
defendant  of  the  benefit  of  a  trial  by  jury,  and  on  the 
protestations,  and  exceptions  in  the  preamble  of  Jack- 
son's answer.  He  dwelt  on  the  necessity  there  was 
for  the  proclamation  of  martial  law,  and  attempted  the 
justification  of  the  facts,  stated  in  the  affidavit,  which 
were  the  basis  of  the  prosecutions,  by  martial  la^.^. 

The  attorney  of  the  United  States  stated  his  eoiivic- 
tion,  that  it  was  now  too  late  to  speak  of  the  unconsti- 
tutionality of  the  process  of  attachment — a  construction 
and  interpretation  of  the  constitution,  contemporaneous 
with  that  instrument,  and  coeval  with  the  present  gov- 
ernment, had  received  the  sanction  of  the  judiciary, 
and  the  house  of  representatives  : — that  no  jury  was 
called  in,  because  the  facts,  if  contested,  were  to  be  set- 
tled by  the  oath  of  the  defendant,  in  his  answers  to  in- 
terrogatories propounded  to  him,  in  behalf  of  the  Unit- 
ed States ;  it  being  the  duty  of  their  attorney,  to  draw 
forth,  by  these  interrogatories,  as  by  cross-examina- 
tion, in  the  audition  of  witnesses,  the  facts,  which  the 
defendant  had  an  interest  to  conceal.  After  his  con- 
science was  thus  probed,  the  evidence  resulting,  from 
his  answers,  counteracted  all  the  testimony  adduced 
against  him. 

The  attorney  urged,  that  he  was  willing  to  admit 
that  the  arrest  of  Louaillier  was  not  made  under  any 
authority  derived  from  the  United  States,  but  it  was  his 
duty  to  say,  it  took  place,  under  colour  of  such  an  au- 
thority :  and,  in  either  case,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  ma- 
gistracy of  the  United  States,  to  inquire  into  the  legality 
of  the  arrest.  He  added,  that  with  regard  to  such 
writs,  which  die  judges  were  authorised  to  issue,  at 
their  chambers,  it  had  never  been  doubted,  that  obedi- 
ence to  them  was  to  be  enforced,  and  contempt  of  them 
punished,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  writ  had  been 
issued  by  the  clerk. 
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He'  added  tkit,  when  the  case  should  be  before  the 
court,  on  the  merits,  the  defendant  would  have  every 
benefit  diat  could  be  derived  from  martial  law. 

The  rule  was  made  absolute. 

Jackson's  advisers  now  found  he  could  not  be  de- 
fended on  the  merits,  with  the  slighcst  hope  of  success, 
as  the  attorney  of  the  United  States  would  probably 
draw  from  him  by  interrogatories,  the  admission,  that 
both  Louaillier  and  the  judge  were  kept  in  prison,  long 
after  persuasive  evidence  had  been  received  at  head- 
quarters, of  the  cessation  of  the  state  of  war.  They 
therefore  recommended  to  him  not  to  answer  the  inter- 
rogatories, which  would  authorise  the  insinuation  tnat 
he  had  been  condemned  unheard. 

It  appears  that  some  of  his  party,  at  this  ])eriod,  en- 
tertained the  hopp  that  Hall  could  be  intimidated,  and 
prevented  from  proceeding  further.  A  report  was  ac- 
cordingly circulated,  that  a  mob  would  assemble  in  and 
about  the  court-house — that  the  pirates  of  Barataria, 
to  whom  the  judge  had  rendered  himself  obnoxious 
before  the  war,  by  his  zeal  and  strictness,  in  the  prose- 
cution that  had  been  instituted  against  several  of  their 
ringleaders,  would  improve  this  opportunity  of  humb- 
ling him.  Accordingly,  groupes  of  them  took  their 
stands,  in  different  parts  of  the  hall,  and  gave  a  shout 
when  Jackson  entered  it.  It  is  due  to  him  to  state, 
that,  it  did  not  appear  that  he  had  the  least  intimation  that 
a  disturbance  was  intended,  and  his  influence  was  hon- 
estly exercised  to  prevent  disorder. 

On  his  being  called,  he  addressed  a  few  words  to  the 
court,  expressive  of  his  intention  not  to  avail  himself  of 
the  faculty  he  had  to  answer  interrogatories ; — a  deter- 
mination, which  he  said  was  grounded  on  the  court's 
refusal  to  allow  his  answer  to  the  rule,  being  read. 

The  court  informed  him,  every  indulgence  had  been 
extended  to  him,  wliioh  the  law  authorised. 
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The  attorney  of  the  United  States  now  rose,  and  said 
that  his  task  was  much  simplified  by  the  course  the  de- 
fendant had  taken.  Tiie  defendant  stood  charged  with 
having  obstructed  the  course  of  justice,  and  prevented 
the  interference  of  the  court,  in  order  that  an  illegal  pro- 
secution, for  a  capital  offence,  might  be  carried  on,  be- 
fore a  military  tribunal,  against  a  citizen  absolutely  un- 
connected with  the  army  or  militia.  His  protestations 
and  exceptions,  had  already  been  disposed  of.  The 
greatest  part  of  the  paper,  which  he  had  produced  on  his 
first  coming  into  court,  was  filled  with  extracts  of 
letters,  and  arguments,  by  which  his  issuing  a  procla- 
mation of  martial  law,  was  intended  to  be  justified. — 
No  one  had  ever  seen  any  degree  of  guilt  in  this  act. — 
It  was  very  proper,  in  the  beginning  of  an  invasion,  for 
the  commander  of  the  army  raised  to  oppose  it,  to 
warn,  by  a  solemn  appeal,  his  men  and  all  his  fellow-citi- 
zens around  him,  that  circumstances  required  the  exer- 
tion of  the  faculties  of  all,  to  repel  the  enemy — and  that 
the  martial  law  of  the  United  States,  i.  e,  the  system 
of  rules  established  by  the  acts  of  congress  and  the  laws 
and  usages  of  nations,  with  regard  to  martial  matters, 
would  be  strictly  enforced. 

The  words  of  Judge  Bay,  of  the  supreme  court  of 
South  Carolina,  in  Lamb's  case,  were  quoted  : — **Ifby 
martial  law  is  to  be  understood  that  dreadful  system,  the 
law  ofarmSi  which  in  former  timcb  ,vas  exercised  by  the 
King  of  England  and  his  lieutenants,  when  his  wordwas 
the  law  J  and  his  will  the  power,  by  which  it  was  exer- 
ciseclt  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  such  a  monster 
could  not  exist  in  this  land  of  liberty  and  freedom.  The 
political  atmosphere  of  America  would  destroy  it  in 
embyro.  It  was  against  such  a  tyrannical  monster  that 
we  triumphed  in  our  revolutionary  conflict.  Our  fa- 
thers sealed  the  conquest  by  their  blood,  and  their  pos- 
terity will  never  permit  it  to  tarnish  our  soil  by  its  un- 
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hallowed  feet,  or  harrow  up  the  feelings  of  our  gallant 
sons,  by  its  ghastly  appearance.  All  our  civil  institu- 
tions forbid  it;  and  the  manly  hearts  of  our  countrymen 
are  steeled  against  it.  But,  if  by  this  military  code  are 
to  be  understood  the  rules  and  regulations  for  the  gov- 
ernment of  our  men  inarms,  when  marshalled  in  defence 
of  our  country's  rights  and  honor,  then  I  am  bound  to 
say,  there  is  nothing  unconstitutional  in  such  a  system." 

I'he  attorney  of  the  United  States  candidly  admit- 
ted, that,  although  the  acts  of  the  defendant  could  not, 
by  any  means,  be  justified  by  his  proclamation;  they 
could  certainly  be  so,  by  necessity,  which  justifies 
any  act  it  commands — and  the  defendant  was  entitled 
to  every  benefit  under  the  plea  of  necessity  :  and,  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States,  success  in  the  prosecu- 
tion, was  neither  expected  nor  wished,  if  that  necessity 
could  be  shown. 

To  show  that  no  necessity  existed,  to  authorise  the 
acts  of  violence  complained  of,  the  attorney  stated, 
that  the  defendant  had  admitted  that  "most  of  the  acts 
mentioned  in  the  rule  took  place,  after  the  enemy  had 
retired,  from  the  place  he  had  at  first  assumed — after  they 
had  met  with  a  signal  defeat — and,  after  an  unofficial 
account  had  been  received  of  the  signature  of  the  trea- 
ty." This  had  been  verified  by  the  affidavit  of  the  de- 
fendant, that  the  material  facts  contained  in  his  answer, 
he  believed  to  be  true — but  the  general  had  not  sworn 
that  his  answer  contained  the  whole  truth,  and  the  coun- 
sel by  whom  the  document  was  prepared,  had  carefully 
suppressed  some  most  material  circumstances.  The 
charges,  which  were  the  basis  of  the  illegal  proceedings, 
which  it  was  the  bounden  duty  of  the  court  to  arrest, 
were  exhibited,  after  several  confirmations  of  the  ac- 
count of  the  signature  of  the  treaty  were  received — af- 
ter the  ratification  of  that  treaty  by  the  Prince  Regent 
had  been  announced— after  it  was  known  that  the  trca- 
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ty  had  arrived  at  Washington,  and  the  Senate  had  ad- 
vised its  ratification — after  the  President  had  ratified  it, 
and  the  mutual  exchange  of  the  ratifications.  It  was 
admitted  that  the  ofKcial  annunciation  of  all  these  cir- 
cumstances had  not  been  received  by  the  defendant, 
but  to  use  his  own  words,  in  an  official  document,  he 
had  persuasive  evidence  of  these  facts,  and  he  credited 
them.  The  untoward  accident,  which  had  prevented  his 
receiving  the  despatch  of  the  secretary  of  war  contain- 
ing the  official  intelligence,  was  known  to  him.  He 
even  confessed  the  state  of  war  no  longer  existed — that 
his  duty  forbad  him  to  persist  in  measures,  which  the 
return  of  peace  rendered  unnecessary  and  illegal.  Un- 
der this  impression,  he  proposed  a  suspension  of  hos- 
tillitics  to  Lambert — he  discharged  the  militia  of  the 
state,  and  consented  that  the  French  subjects,  residing 
in  New- Oi  leans,  should  no  longer  be  required  to  return 
to  his  camp. 

In  the  conclusion  of  his  argument,  Dick  observed, 
that  credulity  itself  could  not  admit  the  proposition, 
that  persuasive  evidence  that  the  war  had  ceased,  and 
belief  that  necessity  required  that  violent  measures 
should  be  persisted  in  to  prevent  the  exercise  of  the 
judicial  power  of  the  legitimate  tribunal,  could  exist,  at 
the  same  time,  in  the  defendant's  mind. 

The  general  made  a  last  effort  to  avert  the  judgment 
of  the  court  against  him,  by  an  asseveration,  he  had 
imprisoned  Dominick  A.  Hall,  and  7iot  the  Judge  :  his 
attention  was  drawn  to  the  affidavit  of  the  marshal,  in 
which  he  swore  Jackson  told  him  *'I  have  shopped  the 
judge.'' 

The  court,  desirous  of  manifesting  moderation, 
in  the  punishment  of  the  defendant  for  the  want  of  it, 
said  that,  in  consideration  of  the  services  the  general 
had  rendered  to  his  country,  imprisonment  should 
make  no  part  of  the  sentence,  and  condemned  him  to 
pay  a  fine  of  one  thousand  doUarb  and  costs,  only. 
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A  check  was  immediately  filled  by  Duncan,  signed 
by  Jackson,  and  handed  to  the  marbhal,  who  accepted  it 
in  discharge  of  the  fine  and  costs. 

On  Jackson's  coming  out  of  the  court  house,  his 
friends  procured  a  liack,  in  which  he  entered,  and  they 
dragged  it  to  the  Exchaiv^c  coffee-house,  where  he 
made  a  speech,  in  the  conclusion  of  which  he  observed 
that,  **durin,«i^  the  invasion,  he  had  exerted  every  faculty 
in  support  of  ihe  constitution  and  laws — on  that  day, 
he  had  been  called  on  to  submit  to  their  operation,  un- 
der circumstances,  which  many  persons  might  have 
deemed  sufficient  to  justify  resistance.  Considering 
obedience  to  the  laws,  even  when  we  think  them  unjust- 
ly applied,as  the  first  duty  of  the  citizen,  he  did  not  hesi- 
tate to  comply  with  the  sentence  they  had  heard  prO" 
nounced;"  and  he  entreated  the  people,  to  remember 
the  example  he  had  given  them,  of  respectful  submission 
to  the  administration  of  justice. 

A  few  days  after  he  published,  in  the  Ami  des  Lois, 
the  answer  he  had  offered  to  the  district  court,  preceded 
by  an  exordium,  in  which  he  complained,  that  the  court 
had  refused  to  hear  it.  He  added,  that  the  judge  "had 
indulged  himself,  on  his  route  to  Bayou  Sarah,  in  mani- 
festing apprehensions  as  to  the  fate  of  the  country, 
equally  disgraceful  to  himself,  and  injurious  to  the  intc* 
rest  and  safety  of  the  state^"  and  concluded — "should 
judge  Hall  deny  this  £>uticiiicnt,  ilic  general  is  prepared 
to  prove  it,  fully  and  satisfl^ctorily.'* 

The  gauntlet  did  not  long  remain  on  the  ground,  and 
the  following  piece  appeared  in  the  Louisiana  Courier: 

"It  is  stated  in  the  introductory  remarks  of  general 
Jackson,  that  'on  the  judge^s  route  to  Bayou  Sarah,  he 
manifested  apprehensions  as  to  the  safety  of  the  coun- 
try, disgraceful  to  himself,  and  injurious  to  the  state.* 
Judge  Hall  knows  full  well,  how  easy  it  is  for  one,  with 
the  influence  and  patronage  of  general  Jackson,  to  pro- 
VOL.  II.  54 


4QC 


CHAPTKR 


[1816 


cure  certificates  and  ufHdavits.  He  knows  that  men, 
usurping  aulhoritv,  have  tlieir  delators  and  spies;  and 
that,  in  the  sunshine  of  imperial  or  dictatorial  power, 
swarms  of  miserable  creatures  are  easily  generated,  from 
the  surrounding  corruption,  and  rapidly  changed  into 
the  shape  of  buzzing  informers.  Notwithstanding 
which,  judge  Hall  declares,  that  on  his  route  to  Bayou 
Sarah,  he  uttered  no  sentiment  disgraceful  to  himself^  or 
injurious  to  the  state.  He  calls  upon  general  Jackson, 
to  furnish  that  full  and  satisfactory  evidence  of  his  asser- 
tion, which  he  says  he  is  enabled  to  do.'* 

The  pledge  was  never  redeemed.  The  general's  si- 
lence showed,  that  those,  on  whose  reports  he  had  ven- 
tured to  charge  Hall,  could  not  enable  him  to  adminis- 
ter proof  of  what  they  had  advanced.  The  accusation 
appeared  as  destitute  of  foundation,as  the  charge  brought 
against  the  legislature,  of  having  entertained  the  idea  of 
proposing  a  capitulation.  Never  was  a  virtuous  com- 
munity, more  gratuitously  charged  with  disaffection, 
sedition  and  treason,  than  the  population  of  Louisiana. 
Time  has  shown,  that,  in  patriotism,  zeal  and  courage, 
it  did  not  yield  to  that  of  any  state  in  the  confede- 
racy. Before  danger  was  impending,  they  canvassed 
every  measure  that  was  proposed  to  them;  they  inves- 
tigated every  claim  on  their  services.  But,  as  soon 
as  it  was  necessary  to  act,  they  did  so,  promptly  and  ef- 
fectually. All  the  resources  uf  ihc  slate,  were  put  at 
the  disposal  of  Jackson — every  branch  of  government, 
with  all  its  might,  seconded  him — the  people  submit- 
ted to  every  privation,  every  duty,  which  circumstan- 
ces imposed. 

It  is  true,  the  general  assembly  did  not  join  Jackson 
in  the  belief,  that  the  suspension  of  the  writ  of  habeas 
corpuSf  was  a  proper  measure.  They  knew,  better 
than  he,  the  population  of  their  country — they  did  not 
err,  when  thev  concluded  it  could  be  trusted.    They 
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remembered  the  time  of  Wilkinson,  and  experienced 
that  his  violent  measures  and  those  of  Jackson,  after 
danger  had  ceased  to  exist,  were  absolutely  ill  timed — 
productive  of  disorder  and  confusion,  and  unattended 
by  any  advantage :  and  the  people,  as  soon  as  danger 
was  over,  manifested  their  determination,  not  to  submit 
to  oppression  or  unnecessary  hardships.  The  French 
subjects  had  shown,  they  were  not  afraid  of  the  enemy; 
they  showed  they  did  not  fear  the  general.  Nothing 
but  the  certainty,  that  the  day  of  retribution  was  at 
hand,  and  that  the  insult,  offered  to  the  court  of  the 
United  States,  was  about  to  be  avenged,  prevented 
those  serious  difficuhies,  which  Claiborne,  as  Eaton 
informs  us,  believed  would  soon  be  witnessed  in  New- 
Orleans. 

The  national  council  rendered  to  Louisiana,  that 
justice,  which  she  ought  to  have  received  at  the  head- 
quarters of  the  seventh  military  district. 

Congress  passed  a  resolution,  expressive  of  the  high 
sense  they  entertained,  of  the  patriotism,  zeal,  fidelity 
and  courage,  with  which  the  people  of  Louisiana  had 
promptly  and  unanimously  stepped  forward,  under  cir- 
cumstances of  imminent  danger,  from  a  powerful  in- 
vading enemy,  in  defence  of  all  the  individualt  social 
and  political  rights,  held  dear  to  man.  A  like  sense 
was  also  expressed  of  the  generosity,  benevolence  and 
humanity  displayed  by  the  inhabitants  of  New-Orleans, 
in  voluntarily  affording  the  best  accommodations  in 
their  power,  and  giving  their  best  attentions,  to  the 
wounded,  not  only  of  the  army  of  the  United  States, 
but  also  to  the  wounded  prisoners  of  a  vanquished  foe. 

In  receiving  this  testimonial  of  the  approbation  of 
the  legislature  of  the  Union,  well  might  the  people 
of  Louisiana  exclaim,  laus  laitdari  a  te.  It  was  cal- 
culated to  induce  them  to  disregard,  as  it  effectually 
counteracted,  the  assertions  and  insinuations  of  Jack- 
son's advisers  and  panegyrists. 
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If,  on  th(  arrival  of  O'Reilly,  at  New-Orleans,  in 
1769,  he  had  attended  to  the  maxim,  in  the  motto  of 
his  coat  of  arms,  Fortitudine  et  prudentiay  the  lives 
of  five  individuals,  in  whose  attachment  to  their  former 
sovereign,  he  should  have  seen  a  pledge  of  their  future 
devotion  to  his  own,  would  have  been  spared.  If 
Jackson  had  been  as  prudent  alter  the  invasion,  as  he  * 
had  been  brave  during  its  continuance,  he  would  have 
spared  to  himself  and  others,  very  disagreeable  conse- 
quences. May  his  conduct  during  one  period,  be  a 
pattern,  and,  during  the  other,  a  warning  to  future  com- 
manders ! 

It  is  the  duty  of  history  to  record  the  virtues  and 
errors  of  conspicuous  individuals.  In  free  govern- 
ments, dangerous  precedents  are  to  be  dreaded  from 
good  and  popular  characters  only.  Men  of  .  different 
cast  can  never  obtain  sufficient  sanction  for  their  mea- 
sures, to  make  their  acts  an  example  for  others.  Hence, 
the  necessity  of  exposing  the  false  grounds  of  the  ac- 
tions of  the  former,  and  pointing  out  the  evil  conse- 
quences to  which  they  lead. 

The  history  of  evtiy  tij.;c,  und  every  country,  shows 
that,  the  higher  man  is  phiced  in  authority,  the  greater 
the  necessity  of  his  bridling  his  passions,  lest  others 
should  believe,  anger  and  resentment,  have  prompted 
measures,  which  should  have  had  no  other  motive  but 
public  utility — and  that  a  temper,  which  can  bear  no 
contradiction,  and  a  will  spurning  all  control,  are  the 
characteristics  of  a  man  in  power.  It  teaches  us  how 
important  it  is,  he  should  not  select  for  his  advisers, 
men  who  have  enlisted  themselves  in  the  ranks  of  those 
who  oppo'^c  t'le  m:  asnres  of  government — men  having 
priviite  it;ti  rests  to  subserve,  |)rivate  enmities  to  gratify, 
and  private  injuries  to  aveiii;e — that  he  should  abstain 
from  acting  personnally,  in  cases,  which  present  great 
latitude  for  the  improper  indulgence  of  his  feelings;  and 
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leave  to  dispassionate  tribuuals,  the  punishment  of 
those  who  have  wounded  his  pride,  by  setting  his  au- 
thority at  defiance ;  refraining  to  become  the  prosecutor 
and  arbiter  of  his  own  grievances,  and  to  place  himself  in 
situation,  in  which,  reason  having  but  little  control,  he 
may  do  great  injustice;  and  suspicion  always,  and  cen- 
sure often,  attach  to  his  determination. 

May  the  citizens  of  these  states  ever  find  in  the  an- 
nals of  their  country, reasons  to  cherish  and  veneratejthat 
branch  of  government,  without  the  protection  of  which 
it  is  in  vain  that  the  invader  is  repelled — the  benign  in- 
fluence of  which,  man  feels  before  he  enters  the  portals 
of  life — which  guards  the  rights  of  the  unborn  child-— 
throws  its  broad  shield  over  helpless  infancy — the 
solicitude  of  which,  watches  over  man^s  interests,  when- 
ever disease  or  absence,  prevents  his  attention  to 
them — to  which  the  woodsman  confidently  commits 
his  humble  roof  and  its  inmates,  in  the  morning,  when 
shouldering  his  axe,  he  whistles  his  viray  to  the  forest, 
assured  it  will  guard  them  from  injury ,and  secure  to  him 
the  produce  of  his  labour — ^from  which  the  poor  and  the 
rich  are  sure  of  equal  justice — which  neither  the  ardor 
civium  prava  jubentiunit  nor  the  vultus  instantis  ty* 
ranni,  will  prevent  from  coming  to  the  relief  of  the 
oppressed — which  secures  the  enjoyment  of  every  do- 
mestic, social  and  political  right,  and  does  not  abandon 
man  after  he  has  passed  the  gates  of  death — leaving  him 
in  the  grave,  the  consoling  hope  that  the  judiciary  pow- 
er of  his  country,  will  cause  him  to  hover  a  while,  like 
a  beneficent  shade,  over  the  family  he  reared — direct- 
ing the  disposition  of  the  funds  his  care  accumu- 
lated  for  their  support,  and  thus,  by  a  sort  of  magic, 
allow  him  to  continue  to  have  a  willi  after  he  has  ceased 
to  have  an  existence. 

Records —  Gazettes. 
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